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(No. 2.) 


7 No. 3, Hereford-Street, le 6 Fruftidor, An8. 
Milord, (24 Aoũt 1800.) 
JUELQUE ſerupuleux que j'aie ẽtẽ juſqu'i ict A ſuivre en tous 
Points la Marche tracee pour mes Communications Officielles 
avec le Miniſtère de Sa Majeſté, le Secret & la Celerite qu'exigent 
celles qui font l'Objet de la Note ci-jointe me paroiſſent juſtifier des 
Relations plus directes. Jaime à croire d'après cela, que Votre 
Excellence ne deſaprouvera pas le Parti que je prends aujourd'hui de 


lui communiquer, ſans Intermediaire, les Intentions du Gouvernement 


Frangois touchant les Ouvertures qui lui ont ete faites par Monſieur le 
Baron de Thugut. 


Si Sa Majeſte agree les Propoſitions renfermbes dans la Note ci- 


jointe, je vous prie, Milord, de nommer le plutor poſſible la Perſonne 


qui ſera chargee de traiter avec moi, & qui ſans Doute apportera, 
dans cette Negociation importante, V'Eſprit de Conciliation qui ſeul 


pourra retablir la Paix & la bonne Intelligence entre les deux Gou- 
vernemens. 


TJ al Þ Honneur a'etre avec la Conſideration la plus reſpeRtueute, &c. 


(Signet) Or ro. 


A Hoa Excellence Milord Grenville, Secretaire 
d'Etat au een des Affaires Etrangères. 


: I A Maj ee Imperiale ayant fait, communiquer au ee de "Of 


Re publiqueFrancoiſe une Note de Lord Minto, Envoye Extraordinaire 
et Miniftre Plenipotentiaire de Sa Majeſte le Roi de la Grande Bretagne 
pres la Cour de Vienne, de laquelle Note il reſulte, que le Deſir de 


Sa Majeſte Britannique ſeroit de voir terminer la Guerre qui diviſe 5 


France & VAngleterre; le Souſſigne eſt ſpecialement autoriſc 


demander au Miniſtere de Sa Majeſte des Eclairciſſemens ulterieurs . 5 


la Propoſition quia été tranſmiſe par la Cour de Vienne; & en meme 


| Terms, vu qu'il paroit impoſſible que dans le Moment on VAutriche 


& VAngleterre prendroient une Part commune aux Negociations, la 


France le trouvat en Suſpenſion d' Armes avec l' Autriche & en Con- 
tinvation d' Hoſtilit' avec VAngleterre; le Souſſigné eſt autoriſe 
| pareillement a propoſer qu'un Armiſtice General ſoit conclti entre les 


Armdes & les Flottes des deux Etats, en prenant 2 V'Egard des Places 


_ afſiegees & bloquees des Meſures analogues à celles qui ont eu Lieu en 


Allemagne, par Rapper e Places d Ulm, de Philipſbourg, & | 
d'Ingolſtadt. 


Le Souſſigné a rect de ſon S hs Pane 8 
pour nẽgocier & conclure cet Armiſtice General. Il prie Son Excel- 


lence Milord Grenville de placer cette Note fous les Yeux de Sa Majeſte 
Bricagnuque, & de lui tranſmettre Ja Reponſe Ge Ia Muſe. 


"Londres, le 6 d 1 8. 


5 (signé) oro. 
(24 Aout 1800.) | | EIS 


„ 


(No. 1.) 9 Tranflation. 


No. 8, Hereford- Street, le 6 Pride: An 8. 
My Lord, (Aug. 24, 1800.) 
HO WEVER ſcrupulous I may have hitherto been to follow in all 
Reſpects the Path traced for my Official Communications with the 
Miniſtry = His Majeſty, yet the Secrecy and Diſpatch requiſite for 
thoſe which form the Subject of the encloſed Note, appear to me to 
juſtify a more direct Communication. I flatter myſelf, therefore, that 
your Excellency will not diſapprove of the Step I now take of commu- 
nicating to you, without any Intervention, the Intentions of the French 
_ Government reſpekting the Overtures which have been made to it by 
Baron Thugur. 5 
If His Majeſty ſhould accept the Propolicions: contained i in | the en- 
cloſed Note, I beg, my Lord, that you would appoint, as ſoon as 
poſſible, the Perſon who ſhall be employed to treat with me; and who 
without doubt will be guided in this important Negotiation by that 
Spirit of Conciliation which alone can contribute to the Reſtoration of 


Peace and good Underſtanding between the two Governments. 


1 have the Honor to be, with the moſt reſpectful Conhderation,. | 
I 
15 Your Excellency 8 moſt humble and moſt obedient Servant, = 


; OO.  OTTO. 1 


(No. 2.) . 1 1 Tranſlation. 


Te 0 bis Excellency Lark Greaville,: 3 of 
State for the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


Hs Imperial Majeſty having communicated to the Government of the 
: French Republic a Note from Lord Minto, Envoy Extraordinary 
and Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, 
at the Court of Vienna, from which Note it appears that the Deſire of 
His Britannic Mzjeſty is to ſee a Termination of the War which divides 
France and England, the Underſigned is ſpecially authorized to demand 
from His Majeſty's Miniſtry farther Explanations reſpecting the Pro- 
' poſition which has been tranſmitted by the Court of Vienna; and, at the 
fame Time, as it appears impoſſible that at the Moment when Auſtria 


and England take a common Share in the Negotiations, France ſhovld _ 


find herſelf under a Suſpenſion of Arms with Auſtria, and a Continu- 
ation of Hoſtilities with England, the Underſigned is in like Manner 
authorized to propoſe that a General Armiſtice be concluded between 
the Armies and the Fleets of the two States, adopting, with Reſpect to 
the Places which are beſieged and blockaded, Meaſures analogous to 
thoſe which have taken place in Germany relative to Ulm, Ben is 


z and Ingolſtadt. 


The Uaderſigned bas received from his Government the Powers ne- 
ceſſary for negotiating and concluding this General Armiſtice, He begs 
his Excellency Lord Grenville to lay this Note before His Britannic 
Majeſty, and to tranimit to him His Majeſty's Anſwer, 


London, the 6th Fruc. An 8. (Signed) oro. 
2 5 (Aug. 24, 1800.) : wn 


1 


miſſaire du Gouvernement pour l' Echange des Priſoniers en Angleterre, 
Pouvoir de propoſer, conſentir, & ſigner, conformement a ſes Inſtruc- 
tions, un Armiſtice Général entre la e Frangoiſe & Sa 

| Majeſte le Roi de la Grande Bretagne. 


| Republique. 


. Commiſrfery of the Government for the Exchange of Priſoners in Eng- 
land, Power to propoſe, to conſent to, and to ſign, conformably to 


his lakrudicns: a General Armiſtice between the F rench Republic and 
His N the King of Great Britain. 


9 3 3 


N. 3.) 


Sir, Downing- Street, Aug. 26, 1800. 


| 1 AM to requeſt that you will endeavour, as ſoon as you can, to ſee 

M. Otto, and to aſk him from me, Whether he has any Objection 
to deliver to you, ſealed up for me, the Papers to which his laſt Com- 
munication refers, as his doing ſo will expedite his receiving the An- 
{wer to it. 

Jou will at the ſame Time apprize him, that you are not informed 
of the Particulars of that Communication, or of its Tendency; and that 
You have been charged to make og wall in order to avoid drawing 


any Attention to it. 


(Signed) ' GREN VILLE. 
Commiſſioner Gen 


(No. 4.) 


ONAPARTE, Premier Conſul de la Republique ages en vertu 
de l' Article 41 de la Conſtitution, donne au Citoyen Otto, Com- 


Fait à Paris, au Palais du Governement, le 2 Fructidor, An 8 de la 


95 (Signs) Par le Premier Conſul BONAPARTE. 
(Sign) Le Secretaire d Etat HUGUES B. MARET. 


| (No. 6 Re, : Tranflation: 


M. Otto 8 full Powers.” 


oN APART E, Pirſt Conſul of the French Republic,. in virtue of 
the 41ſt Article of the Conſtitution, gives to the Citizen Otto, 


. e Dy the Firſt Conſul, BONAPARTE. 
(Signed) The - Secretary of State, HUGUES B. MARET. 


Done at Peta, at the Palace of the 88 


the 20 Fructidor, er 3 ol the * 5 


(No. 5.) 


Sir, = Downing - Street, Avg. 28, 1800. 


1 HAVE the King's Commands to deſire hat you will, as ſoon as 
you can after the Receipt of this Letter, ſee M. Otto; and that you 
will return to him the Original of the he re which he delivered to 428 
on Tueſday laſt. 
In making proper Acknowledgments to him for his Attention on 
this Occaſion, you will mention, that the Paper [ had wiſhed to ice. 
was not this, but Lord Minto's Note referred to in that which M. Otto 
addreſſed to me by Order of his Government on the 24th Inſtant ; but 
that, While you were with M. Otto, I received, by a Meſſenger from 

Vieana, the Copy of Lord Minto's Note, together with that h 

on the ſame Subject by M. de Thugut to M. T Falleyrand. 

I encloſe to you for your Information a Copy of the former, and an 
Extract of the latter of thoſe Papers, which you will return to me after 
you ſhall have ſeen M. Otto. The Reaſon of my communicating them 
to you is, to enable you to converſe with M. Otto on the Subject of 
them, ina Conformity with the Inſtructions contained in the Minute 

bherewith encloſed, which you are at Liberty in the Courſe of your Con- 
verſation to ſhew to M. Otto, as e the Heads of what you are 

charged to communicate to him. - 
| You will of Courſe carefully confine your "Converſation within the 

Limits of that Paper; and you will as ſoon as poſſible deliver to me a 

written Minute of what ſhall have N between you and M. Otto on 


1 the Subject. I am, LY 


| (Signed) ' GRENVILLE, 
Commiltioner George: e 


—— * 


— 


WY BS 


(No. 6.) Mliaute of Inſtructions to Capt. George, 
| Auguſt 28, 1800, | 


6 7 T O declare that the Note preſented at Vienna by Lord Minto 
contains the Expreſſion of His Majeſty's Sentiments, and that the 
King is ready to act in Conformity to it. 


II. To inquire whether any Anſwer has been returned by the French 


Government to the Propoſal contained in M. Thugut's Letter to 


M. Talleyrand reſpecting a Place for the meeting of Plenipotentiaries 
to carry on Jnr: Negotiation: or whether M. Otto! 1s authorized to 


agree with this Government on that Point, agreeably to the Suggeſtion 


contained | in M. Thugut's Letter. 
III. To expreſs in that Caſe that either of the Places named by M. de 


F hugut would be agreed to by His Majeſty, and a proper Perſon ſent 
thither on His Majetty s Part to meet the Plenipotentiaries of Auſtria 


and france, provided that the French Government is willing to enter 


into ſufficient Engagements for the Freedom of direct Communication 


by Couriers with ſuch Place of Negotiation, | 


IV. That with reſpect to the Propoſal of an Armillics, the King 
would ſee with great Satisfaction the Moment when he could with . 


Propriety adopt any Mealure, the immediate Effect of which would be 


to put a Stop, at leaft for a Time, to the Calamities of War; but 


that an Armiftice, as applying to Naval Operations, has at no Period 
ever been agreed on between Great Britain and France during the 
Courſe of their Negotiations for Peace, or until the Preliminaries | have 
been actually figned : That it cannot therefore be conſidered as 2 Step 


neceſſary to Negotiation; and that from the Diſputes to which its 
Execution muſt vnavoidably be expected to give riſe, it might more 


; probably tend to obſtruct than to facilitate the Succeſs of thoſe Endea- 


vours which the two Parties might employ for the Reſtoration of Peace: 
That the Circumſtances of a Naval War are obviouſly not ſuch as to 


admit of ſuch equal Arrangements as are eaſily eſtabliſhed with Re gard 
to Military e when ſuſpended by juch an Agreement : © That 
it appears, therefore, at all Events premature to enter even into the 
Diſcuſſion of this Queſtion, until from the Courſe of the Negotiations | To 
| ſhall more clearly appear how far they are likely to lead to a ſatisfactory 


Iſſue: And that no Deciſion could in any Caſe be taken here on ſuch 
a Subject ut nleſs the French Government had previouſly explained in 
what Manner it is conceived that the Principles of the Regulations 


adopted in the German Armiſtice with Ret ſpect to blockaded Towns, 
Fan be appli ed to the Naval Ports and Arſenals of France, ſo as to carry 


bona fide into Execution, as to the reſpective Maritime Forces, the 


Odjects which thoſe Stipulations have in View with reſpec & tt the 
Military Poſitions occupied vy the two Armies, 


en to your Lordſhip; and he appears fully fenfi! „E 0 the Pep . 
tion ſhewn him on that Occaſion. 1 declared to him, 


Subject of Diſcuſſion, 


(No. 7.) 3 
My Lord, 85 e A 29, 1800. 


— 


1 * Obedience to His Majeſty” Commands 0 to me by 
- your Lordſhip in your Letter of Yeſterday's Date, I called upon 


M. Otto, and had a particular Converlation with him on the Subject 
of the Papers delivered to me by your Le rah ip. made A proper 
Acknowledgmnent to him for the Readinefs which he ſiewed to com- 
ply with your Lordſhip's Wiſh of communicating the Paper you 


wiſhed-to ſce, which he conceived to be the one l had the Honor to 


LAY ren 


kt, I nat the Note Pinter at Vienna by Lord Minto. contains the 
Expreſſion of His Majeſty' S £ Sentiments, and that the King is ready 
to act in Conformity to it. VVV 

2d, 1 inquired whether any Anſwer had been return ed by the French 


5 6 to the Propoſal contained in M. Thuger's Letter to 


M. Lalleyrand reſpecting a Place for the meeting of Plenipotentiaries 


to carry on joint Negotiations, and was informed. by hin that the 


Place of Meeting was fixed at Luneville.. %%% 
3d, I informed M. Otto that either of the Places neue by M. Thu- 
gut would be agreed to by His Majeſty, and a proper Perſon ſent 
thither on Nis Majeſty s Part to meet the Pleniporentiaries of Auſtria 
and France, provided that the French Government is willing to enter 


into ſufficient Engagements for the Freedom of direct Communication 
by Couriers with ſuch Place of Negotiation ; which he promiſes to 
communicate immediately to the French Government by Courier. 


4th, I alſo informed M. Otto of the very ſubſtantial Reaſons. that 


will prevent His Majeſty from agreeing to a General Armiſtice pre- 
vious to the ſigning of Preliminaries, as detailed in the Minute which 
Thad the Honor to receive from your Lordſhip ; and was anſwered 
by him, that he has every Reaſon to think, and is perſonally convinced, 


that the Continuation of the German Armiſtice will depend upon the 
Concluſion of the Engliſh Armiſtice, the Advantages of the latter 


being conſidered by France as an Equivalent. for . very obvious 


Diſadvantages of the German one. He obſerved, that the Regula- 


tions contained in the German Armiſtice do not ext⸗ -nd to loch places - 
as were not actually blockaded or attacked by t the French; judging 
therefore from Analogy, ſuch Places only as ore actually blockaded 


by the Engliſh Forces could be comprehended in the prop zofed Armi- 


1 therefore Belleiſle, Malta, and Alexandria BOY be put 0 the 
= tame footing as Ulm, Philipſburg, and Ingold. adt | | 


M. Otto has been inſtructed to require an Aniw er 0 the Propofal 


for a General Armiſtice before the 3d of Sep. ember, which, makes 
him conclude that Hoſtilities may again commence about en at 1 me, 
ſhould the propoſed Armiſtice be poſit ively Gs don the Part of His 


Majeſty. He farther obſerved, that as long as Hoſtilitics on che Con- 
tinent are carried on, there can be no firm Baſis on Which to ground 
Negotiation, as every Change on either Side woul 4 occafion a new 
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NM. Otto, 


7 


M. Otto farther remarked, that If a General Ariniftice ſhould be agreed 


on, he is authorized to enter into any Security that may be thought ne- 


ceſſary for the Commerce of Great Britain; and that the great Import- 
ance of the Subject obliges him to inquire whether he is to have a 
written Anſwer on the Subject of the General Armiſtice, or whether 
he is to conſider the preſent verbal Communication as definitive 


guar. © it. 


I live the Honor to He, dec. 


2 15 8 (Signed) | R. GEORGE. 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville. e 


4 Xo. 8) 


Sir, 8 | Downing: Street, Aug. 29, roo.” 


As M. Otto expreſſed to you a Deſire to receive in Writing the 
Anſwer of the King's Government to his Note, 1 tranſmit to you 


the encloled, which I requeſt you will communicate to him. : 


4 am, &c. 


| Signed) | GRENVILLE. 


ü (Jo. 9.) ; 


Sir, 5 Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1 


1 FE. NCLOSE to you, by che King” s Command, the Aare which His 


Majeſty has thought proper that 1 ſhould return to the different 


Points contained i in the e Note which 1 had the Honor to receive from Z 


Ou. 


C06 Mode which, you adopted for the Tranſmiſſion of PER: Paper 


was perfectly ſatisfactory to His Majeſty's Government; but as Captain 


George has, from his Situation, the Opportunity of unobſerved Inter- 


| courte with you, I will requeſt you to tranſmit to me, through him, 


any further Communications with which you May. be Charged by your 
Government reſpeRing chis Buſtacls, 


(Signed) | | GRENVILLE. | 


1 


(No. 10. * | | NOTE. 


OTTO having appriſed His Majeſty 8 Government, through 
Captain George, that the Propoſal made by the Court of Vienna 
for fixing Luneville as the Place for carrying on the propoſed Nego- 
tiation for a General Peace has been acceded to by the French Go- 
vernment, it only remains on that Head to expreſs His Majeſty's 
Agreement to the ſame Propoſal ; and to declare, that in conſequence 
thereof a proper Perſon ſhall be ſent to Luneville, on His Majeſty's 
Part, to meet the Plenipotentiaries of Auſtria and France, as ſoon as 
the Paſſports for ſuch Miniſter and his Suite ſhall be received: Pro- 
' vided that the French Government is willing to enter into the neceſſary 


* 
Engagements, that His Majeſty' s Plenipotentiary ſhall be at Liberty 


to communicate freely, and in the uſual Manner, by Courier with 
this Country, and with the Dominions of His Majeſty's Allies. 

With respect to the Propoſal for a General Armiſtice by Sea and 
Land between Great Britain and France, the King would ſee wick 
great Satisfaction the Moment when he could with Propriety adopt 
any Meaſure, the immediate Effect of which would be to put a Stop, 
at leaſt for a Time, to the Calamities of War; but an Armiſtice, as 

applying to Naval Operations, has at no Period ever been agreed on be- 
| tween Great Britain and France, during the Courſe of their Negotiations 
for Peace,, or until the Preliminaries have been actually ſigned; ſuch a 
Step cannot therefore be conſidered as neceſſary to Negotiation, and 
from the Diſputes to which its Execution muſt unavoidably be expected 
to give Riſe, there is juſt Reaſon to apprehend that it might more pro- 
bably tend to obſtruct than to facilitate the Succeſs of thoſe Endeavours 
which the two Parties might employ for the Reſtoration of Peace. 
| Beſides this it is to be conſidered, that the Circumſtances of a Naval 
War are obviouſly not ſuch as to admit of ſuch equal Arrangements 
as are eaſily eſtabliſhed with regard to Military Operations, when w 
pended by ſuch an Agreement. It appears therefore at all Events 
mature to enter even into the Diſcuſſion of this Queſtion, until From: 

the Courſe of the Negoriations it ſhall more clearly appear how far 

they are likely to lead to a ſatisfactory Iſſue. But in any Caſe no De- 
ciſion could be taken here on ſuch a Subject, unleſs the French Go- 

| vernment had previouſly explained, in what Manner it is conceived 
that the Principles of the Regulations adopted in the German Armi- 
ſtice with reſpect to blockaded Towns can be applied to the Naval 
Ports and Arſenals of France and her Allies now blockaded by His 

| Majeſty's Fleets, ſo as to carry bona fide into Execution, as to the re- 

| ſpective Maritime Forces, the ſame Objects which thoſe Stipulations 


have in view with reſpe& to the Nile Poſitions -vecupied: by the | 
3 Armies in Germany and Hye" 


| Signed) |  GRENVILLE. 


| Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1800. 
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(No. 11.) 


(+3 


Hereford-Street, No. 8, le 30 Aout 1800 
Mlilord, (12 Fruct. An 8.) 
1 Al regu Hier au Soir la Lettre et la Note que Votre Excellence m'a 
fait l Honneur de m'adreſſer, et je me ſuis empreſſè de les envoyer 
* le Champ à Douvres par un Courier extraordinaire. 
Je ne puis qu'etre tres flatte de l' Approbation que le Gouvernement 


de Sa Majeſte a bien voulu donner au Mode que j'avois adopte pour 


mes Communications Politiques. Celui que Votre Excellence me 


propoſe A à le double Ayantage de la Celerite et du Secret ; et je le ſul- 
vrai toutes les Fois que les Ordres de mon Gouvernement me met» 
front t dans le Cas d en profiter. Jar FLONOEUE d' tre, & c. 


 Gigns) 'OTTO, : 


(No. 11.) | Tranſlation, 


No. s, Hereford S et, Aug. 30, 1800. 
My Lord, (Iath Fruc. An 8.) 
] RECEIVED Yeſterday Evening the Letter and the Note which your 

Excellency did me the Honor to addreſs to me; and I immediately 
tranſmitted them to Dover by an extraordinary Meſſenger. 

J cannot but be extremely flattered by the Approbation which His 
Majeſty's Government has been pleaſed to give to the Mode which 1 
had adopted for my political Communications. That which your Ex- 
celleney propoſes to me combines the double Advantage of Diſpatch 
and of Secrecy, and I ſhall follow it as often as Orders from my Go- 
vernment ſhall afford me an Opportunity of profiting by it. 1 have the 
| Honor t to be, with the moſt reſpectful Confideration, 


My Lord, 
Your Excellency! 5 moſt humble and moſt obedient Servant, 


| Gigned) | orro. 8 


; (No. 12.) NOTE. 


SON Excellence Milord Grenville, ayant bien voulu informer le 
O souſſignẽ de l'Intention de Sa Majeſte d'envoyer un Plenipotentiaire 
A Luneville pour prendre Part aux Negociations qui ſeront entamées, 
auſſitöõt que les Paſſeports, neceſſaires, auront ete éxpediẽs par le Gou- 
vernement Frangois, & qu'on aura donnẽ VAfſurance d'une Correſpond- 
ence libre de ce Plenipotentiaire avec ſa Cour, & avec les Pays apparte- 
nants aux lliés de Sa Majelte, le Souſſigné a expẽdiẽ ſur le Champ un 
Courier extraordinaire pour communiquer ces 1 à Son 
Gouvernement. 
Lies Sentiments de Conciliation & d' Runenite qui ont Ane ſur 
cette Deciſion du Cabinet font un heureux Preſage du Retabliſſement 
de la bonne Harmonie entre deux Pays qui, par le Genie, les Talens, 


& l'Induſtrie de leurs Peuples, ſont 6 fortement intereſſes & cherir les 


Arts & les Joviſſances de la Paix. C'eſt pour atteindre plus promptement 
ce But ſi ardemment deſirẽ par Europe entiere, que le Souſfligne avoit 
Eté charge de loumettre au Gouvernement Britannique le Prqjet d'une 
Irève Maritime; mais les Miniſtres de Sa Majeſté ayant juge qu'il ſeroit 
premature dentrer meme en Diſcuſſion ſur cet Objet, il doit reſpecter les Mo- 


tifs qui leur paroiſſcnt militer contre une pareille Negociation, quoiqu'il 


ait eu tout Lieu d'eſperer que Adheſion de Sa Majeſté à cette Propo- 
ſition auroit pi devenir le Gage de la Continuation des deux Armiſtices 
conclũs en Allemagne & en Italie, le Governement Francois ne pouvant 
cConſentir long Tems 3 à ſacrifier les Avantages que lui donne ſa Poſition 
militaire ſur le Continent, ſans Etre aſſure d'un Sacrifice analogue de la 
Fart de la Grande Bretagne. Si par la Force imperieuſe des Circon- 
ſtances, le Reſul:ar des Negociations de Luneville eroit ſoumis aux 
nouvelles Chances de la Guerre, il eſt à preſumer que les Inſtructions 
& Peliberations reſpectives n *avroient plus pour Baſe un Etat de Choſe 
connu & apprecie de toutes Parts, & que les Diſpoſitions pacifiques 
manifeſtécs par les Puiſſances Belligerantes ne produirotent pas des 
Effets auffi prompts & auſſi lalutaires, qu on auroit p en eſperer aq une 
 Treve Générale. : 
Les Apprehenſions du Soufſignẽ touchant le Renouvellement probable 


dees Hoſtilites en Allemagne & en Italie, nonobſtant les Negociations 


qui de Concert avec Sa Majeſte ſeront entamẽes à Luneville, font con- 
firmées par Ordre * i a | regu de folliciter une 88 avant le 


th 3 Septembre. - 


: Gene) orro. 
Hereford-Street, le 12 Frud, An 8. 5 


0 3 Aout 1800.) i 


E- 0-3 


(No. 12.) Tranſlation, 
NOTE. 


IS Excellency Lord Grenville having been pleaſed to inform the 
| Underſigned of the Intention of His Majeity to ſend a Plenipoten- 
tiary to Luneville in order to take a Share in the Negotiations which 
ſhall be entered upon, as foon as the neceilary Paſſports mall have been 
tranſmitted by the French Government, and as ſoon as Aſſurance ſhall 
have been given reſpecting the free Correſpondence of this Plenipoten- 
tiary with his Court and with the Countries belonging to the Allies of 
His Majeſty, the Underſigned immediately diſpatched an extraordinary 
Meſſenger in order to communicate | thele LNPONUORS.. to his Go- 
vernment. 
SE conciliatory ind humane centinients which have had an Influ- 
ence in producing this Deciſion of the Cabinet, are a happy Preſage of 
the Re- eſtabliſnment of good Harmony between two Countries whic „ 
from the Genius, the Talents, and the Induſtry of their People, are ſo 
ſtrongly intereſted | in cheriſhing the Arts and the Enjoyments of Peace. 
It is with a View to attain more ſpeedily this End ſo ardently deſired by 
all Europe, that the Underſigned was directed to ſubmit to the Britiſh | 
Government the Projet for a Maritime Truce; but the Miniſters of 
His Majeſty having judged that it would be premature to enter even upon 
the Diſcuſſion of this Object, it is his Duty to reſpect the Monves which 
appear to them to militate againſt ſuch a Negotiation, although he may 
have had every Reaſon to hope that the Adherence of His Majeſty to 
that Propoſal might have become the Pledge of the Continuance of the 


two Armiſtices concluded in Germany and Italy; the French Govern- 


ment not being able to conſent, for any Length of Time, to ſacrifice 


the Advantages afforded to it by its military Poſition upon the Conti- 


nent, without the Aſſurance of an analogous Sacrifice on the Part of 


ro Great Britain. 


If, through the! imperious Force of eie e the Reſult of the ” 
Negotiations of Luneville ſhould be ſubjected to the future Fortune of 
War, it is to be preſumed that the reſpective Inſtructions and Delibe- 
rations would no longer have for a Baſis a State of Things known and 
| appreciated on all Sides, and that the pacific Diſpoſitions manifeſted | 
by the Belligerent Powers would not produce Effects as Prompt and : 
falutary as might have been hoped for fiom 1 general Truce. ED 
The Apprehenſions of the Underfignec, relative to the probable Re- 7 
— ne wal of Hofti! ities in Germany and in Italy, notwithſtanding the Ne- 
gotiations which, in Concert with His M jetty, thall be commenced at 


| Luneville, are confirmed by the Order which he has received to ſolicit 9 05 


an Anſwer before the 3d of September. 85 de 
(Sicnech) 15 OTT O. 
Hereford- Street, the 12th F edt. Year g. Err | 
| Goth Avg. 1900. 55 


6 
(No. 13.) 


Sir, Downing -Street, Sept. 2, 1200. 
1 AM to deſire that you will apprize M. Otto, that the King has been 
1 pleaſed eventually to make Choice of Mr. Grenville to repreſent 
his Majeſty at Luneville, and of Mr. Garlike, now His Majeſty's Se- 
cretary of Legation at Berlin, to act as His Majeſty's Secretary to 
Mr. Grenville's Miſſion. It will therefore be neceflary that a ſeparate 
Paſſport for Mr. Garlike ſhould be furniſhed by the French Govern— 
ment, ſuch as will enable him to proceed directly from Berlin to Lune- 
ville. You will add, that it will be a Matter of Convenience to His 
Majeſty's Government, and to Mr, Garlike perſonally, if that Paſſport, 
inſtead of being ſent through London, were tranſmitted, through the 
French Miniſter at Berlin, to the Ear] of ren His Majeſty' „ 
Miniſter at that Court. 
I wiſh you farther to remark to M. Otto, that it is uſual in the open- 
ing of Negotiations for Peace, that ſuch previous Explanations ſhould 
take place as may enable the reſpective Miniſters to arrive nearly at 
the ſame Time at the Place of Negotiation ; and that as the Commu- 
nication on this Point may be received here ſo much ſooner from 
Paris than from Vienna, His Majeſty's Government would wiſh to be 


informed through you of the Period which may be fixed for the Arrival f 


of the Auſtrian and French Plenipotentiaries at Luneville, in order that 
no Delay may take place on His 5 8 Part in che opening of the 
Negotiation. I am, &c. 


(sisned) 5 SRENVILLE. 


To Captain George, 
(No. 0 
In Hereford- 3 1 : 
| Milord, og 3 11 Fru.) 


M. fa Famille, Jeſpere que Votre Excellence ne deſapprouvera pas 
que Je vous faſſe paſſer directement les Communications tres importantes 
que Jai regues ce Matin par un Courier Extraordinaire. Je dois 


GEORGE o'e tant pas encore revenu de Margate, ou i] a conduit | 


ajouter que fi Sa Majeſte conſent à FArmiſtice propoſe, je ſuis charge 5 


de remettre le Paſſeport, et de donner toutes les Aſſurances Gemandecs 
5 Pour le Plenipotentiaire qui pourra Etre nomme. = 
TE Honneur d'etre, avec la plus haute Conſderation, 


Milord, es, 
De Votre Excellence 
Le tres humble et tres obẽiſſant e 3 


Gene) orro. : 


— 


Gn 


* * 
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(No. 14.) 1 Tranſlation. : 


e Hereford- Street, ach 4055 
My Lad; „ „„ 55, G7 us 


| M. "GEORGE r not 1 yet SS Ga: Margate, whither he 


has conveyed his Family, I hope that your Excellency will not 


_ diſapprove of my tranſmitting to you directly the very important Con 
munications which I received this Morning by an extraordinary Cou- 
_ Tier, I ſhould add that, if His Majeſty conſent to the propoſed Armi- 


ſtice, I am directed to deliver the Paſſport, and to give all the Aſſur- 
ances demanded for the Plenipotentiary who ſhall be appointed. 
JI haye the Fier © to by with the higheſt Conſideration, &c, 


Signed) | OTTO. ON 


(No. 15.) NOTE. 


1 E Souſligne ayant communique a Son Gouvernement la Note en 
Date du 29 Aoiit, que Son Excellence Milord Grenville lui a 
fait remettre, ſe trouve charge de lui preſenter les Obſervations 
ſuivantes: 
Des Preticnianircs de Paix avoient été conclus et ſignés entre E Ma- 
jcſté Imperiale et la Republique Frangoiſe, I'Interventian de Lord 
Minto, qui a demande que VAngleterre füt admiſe dans les Nẽgogi- 
ations, a empeché la Ratification de Sa Majeſté Imperiale. 
La Suſpenſion d' Armes, qui n'avoit eu Lieu ſur le Continent, que 
Jars 'Eſpoir d'une prompte Paix entre PEmpereur et la Republique, 
devra donc ceſſer et ceſſera en Effet au 24 Fructidor (11 Sept.), 
puiſque la France n'avoit ſacrifice qu'a cette Eſperance les immenſes 
Avantages que lui avoit aſſurés la Victoire. 
| L'Intervention de l' Angleterre complique tellement la Queſtion de 
la Paix, qu'il eſt impoſſible au Gouvernement Frangois de prolonger 
plus long Tems VArmiſtice ſur le Continent, A moins que Sa — 
Britannique ne le rende commun entre les trois Puiſſances. 
Si donc le Cabinet de St. James veut continuer de faire Cauſe com- 
mune avec Autriche, et ſi ſon Deſir d'intervenir dans les Negociations 
eſt ſincère, Sa Majeſtẽ ears be n heſitera 1 a adopter FArmi- 
ſtice propoſe. 
. Mais ſi cet Armiſtice n'eſt point concld avant le 24 F rodtidor : 
(11 Sept.), les Hoſtilités auront été recommencees avec VAurriche ; 
et le Premier Conſul ne pourra plus conſentir a al Egard de cette Puiſ- 
ſance qu'à une Paix ſeparce et complette. 
Pour ſatisfaire aux Explications demandces relativement a Ami- | 

flice, le Souſſignẽ eſt charge de faire connoitre à Son Excellence Mi- 
lord Grenville, que les Places qu'il s'agit d'aſſimiler I celles d' Alle- | 
magne ſont Malthe et les Villes maritimes de 'Egypte. 
__S'ileft vrai, qu'une longue Suſpenſion d' Armes entre la France et 
| YAngleterre pourroit paroitre defavorable à Sa Majeſte Britannique, 
il ne Veſt pas moins qu'un Armiſtice prolongé fur le Continent eſt 
eſſentiellement deſavantageux à la Republique Frangoiſe; deſorte qu'en 


meme Tems que VArmiltice Maritime ſeroit pour le Gouvernement 


Francois une Garantie du Zele que mettroit l'Angleterre à concourir au 
Retabliſſement de la Paix, l'Armiſtice Continental en ſeroit une pour 
le Gouvernement Britannique de la Sincerité des Efforts de la France; 

et comme la Poſition de l' Autriche ne lui permettroit plus alors de 

ne pas rechercher une prompte Concluſion, les trois Puiſſances au- 

roient dans leurs Interets propres des Raiſons determinantes pour 
conſentir ſans Delai aux Sacrifices, qui peuvent ètre reciproquement 
neéceſſaires pour operer la prochaine Concluſion d'une Paix Generale e et 
ſolide, telle qu elle eſt le Vœu et P Ive du Monde enter. . 


Hereford-Street, 17 Fiuct. An 8. C 
— (4 Sept. 1800.) N 


( 22 } 


(No: 15.) DS Tranſlation, 
"NOTE. 


PHE Under iened having tes to his Government the 
Note dated the 29th of Auguſt, forwarded to him by his Ex- 
cellency Lord Grenville,: is directed to ſubmit to him the following 
Obſervations. | 
Preliminaries of Peace had Bee concluded and ſigned between His 


Imperial Majeſty and the French Republic. The Intervention of Lord 


Nine who demanded that England mould be admitted to take Part 
in the Negotiations, prevented their Katification BY; iis Imperial 
Majeſty. _ 

The Suſpenſion of Arms, which had akon place folely in the Hope 
of a ſpeedy Peace between the Emperor and the Republic, ought then 
to ccaſe, and will in Fact ceaſe on the 24 Fructidor (11th Sept. }, fince--. 
France had ſacrificed to that Hope alone the immenſe Advantages which 
Victory had ſecured to her. 

The Intervention of England renders the Queſtion of Peace ſo com- 
plicated, that it is impoſſible for the French Government to prolong 
farther the Armiſtice upon the Continent, unleſs His Britannic e 7 
will conſent to render it common to the three Powers. 

If then the Cabinet of St. James' s deſires to continue to make a com- 
mon Cauſe with Auſtria, and if its Defire to take Part in the Negoti- 

ations be ſincere, His Britangie Majeſty will not hefitate to adopt 
the propoſed Armiſtice. 
But i this Armiſtice be not ae luce 3 7 34 Frucktidor 
(11th Sept.), Hoſtilities will have been renewed with Auſtria, and the | 
Firſt Conſul will no longer be able to conſent, With Regard to that 
Power, to any but a ſeparate and complete Peace. 
In order to fatisfy the Explanations demanded relative to the Armi⸗ 
ſtice, the Underſigned is directed to acquaint Lord Grenville, that the 


Places which it is propoſed to aſſimilate to choſe of Germany, are Malta 5 . 


and the Maritime Towns of Egypt. . 
If it be true that a lopg Sulpenſion of Arms between France _ 
England would appear unfavourable to His Britannic Majefty ; it is 


not leſs ſo, that an Armiſtice prolonged upon the Continent wonld be 


eſſential iy diſadvantageous to the French Republic ; ſo that at the ſame 

_ Time that the Naval Armiſtice would be to the E French Government a2 
Pledge of the Zeal which would be employed by England in pro- 

moting the Re- eſtabliſnment of Peace, the Continental Armiltice would 


be one alſo to the Britiſh Government of the Sincerity of the Efforts: - 


of France; and as the Poſition of Auſtria would no longer admit of 
her not diligently leeking for a Concluſion, the three Powers would 

| have, in their own private Interef >, deciſive Reaſons for conſenting 
without Delay to the Sacrifices which may be reciprocally neceſſary in 
order to bring about an early Concluſion of a general and ſolid E 5 
fuch as may anfwer the With and the 1 8 85 of the waole World. 


(Signed) _ oro. 
Hereford 3 17 Fruct. Year 8. 
— 8 at Foe) 


F 


(No. 16.) 
| Sir, 55 Downing Street, Sept. 4, 1800. 


17. appearing by a Note received this Day from M. Otto, that the 
French Government has determined to make the Continuance of 
the Armiſtice between Auſtria and France, and the Commencement of 
the Negotiations for Peace, dependent on the Concluſion of an Armi- 
ſtice with this Country; ; it is judged proper, in order that the ultimate 
F Deciſion on fo important and extenſive a Queſtion may be taken with 
q the fulleſt Knowicdge of all the Conſiderations by which it ought to be 
$ | governed, that you ſhould ive M. Otto, and inquire of him, Whether 
5 (as his Note of the goth ultimo appears to intimate) he is furniſhed. 
| with a Projet of a Treaty of Naval Truce? and in that Caſe, Whether 
he is willing to communicate it to you for the Information of His Ma- 
Jeſty' s Government? 
Tou will furcher inquire, Whether het iS empowered and infiruged 
to inelbde in fuch-T TEaty Eis Majeſty's Allies? 3 
And, laſtiy, if his Projet ſhould contain no Article applicable to the 
Queſtion of moving the French and Spaniſh Ships now in Breſt to any 
other Station 1n or out of Europe, you will inquire, Whether M. Otto 
is authorized to enter into Negotiation for the Purpoſe of including 
proper Stipulations on that Subjett | in any Treaty of the Nature which : 
his Government has propoſed. I am, EC 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


Evan Nepean, E!9. 


. ˙ ] ˙ A 2 


the Honof 0 be, ccc. 


ee 


(No. 17.) 


oi, London, sept. 4, 1800. 


8 3 jad The Honor of communicating to your Lordſhip the 
Converfation that had paſſed between me and M. Otto on the Sub- 


ject of the Propofal for a Naval Armiſtice, and the Readineſs he had. 


expreſſed of furniſhing me with a Copy of the Projet, I have received 
from him the encloſed. Note and the Projet therein referred co. I have 


Signed) EVAN NEPEAN, 


(No. 18.) PROJET. 


. 


Ly aura Suſpenſion q Hoſtilités entre les Flotte et Armòes de la 
1 Republique F rangoue: et celles de la Grande Bictagne. 


II. 


Les Batimens de Guerre et de Commerce de Pune et de Pavere Na- 
ion pourront libtement naviguer {ans Eire ſoumis à a aucune Viſite et en 
ICON E Uſage crabli avant la Guerre: 


m. 


A dater du Frug idor, tous les Batimens de une et de Pautre 
ATION, qui leroient pris, ſcront rendus. 


Les Places de Malthe, Alexandrie, Belleiſte, ſeront aſſimilées aur 

laces d' Ulm, de Philipſhourg, et d'Ingolſtadt, c'eſt a dire que tous 
es Batimens Neutres ou raden F y cntrer librement Pour F 
erter des Vivres. 


Les Þ i ſcadzes qui bloquent Breſt, Seis Tonon, Flefinoue, retour- 
270nt dans leurs Porcs ou Gu moins ie [Her dont hors de Vue de la 8 
4 Cf | x 


VI. 


Trois Officiers Anglois ſeront expedics, Pe un dire Semen 1 Awiral 


Zicadre devant Malthe, le troiſieme au Commandant du Blocia.: 
Alezandrie, pour leur donner Connoiſſance du preſent Armiſtice, et 

ar porter VOrare de $'y conformer. Les dits Officiers traver ſeront 
14 Eränce pour arriver plutor 3 a leur Deſtination, 1 


2 


vn. 


| Sa Majeſtc Caholiaie et In Republi ique Batave font compriſes dans 
i| 12 preſent Armiltice. ; 
* 

* 

k 

. 

[ £ 

1 

17 

1 

bi 

A 


* „ 
F oe On 


aui commande dans la Mediterrance, - l'autre av Commanda:t de 


(No. 18.) 17 Tranſlation. 
N PROJET. 
[. 


1 mall be a Seen of Hodlilities berween the Fleets and 


Armies or the French N and thoſe of Great Britain. 


"Ihe 
The Ships of War ind Merchant Veſſels * ach Nation ſhall 


enjoy a free Navigation without being ſubject to any Search, and all 
obſerve the Ulage eſtabliſhed e to che War. | 


All Veſſels, of eicher Nation, captured he the ok Frudtidor, 
: mall be reſtored. i; | NO Tr 


The Places of Moen | -Alenindric;; Belleide mall be aſſimilated 


to the Places of Ulm, of Philipſburgh, and of Ingolſtadt; that is to 
ſay, all Neutral or French Veſſels ſhall have Permiſſion hs to enter 
them! in order t to furniſh chem with Froviſions. 


The Salinas which blockade Breſt, "Cadiz, 1 1 Fi 


ſhall return into their own Harbours, o or at leaſt ſhall keep out of Sighe 
. the ' Coaſt, e 5 


"Three Enulith”- . mall be Afparched, one Aire to the 


Admiral commanding in the Mediterranean, another to the Commander 
of the Squadron before Malta, the third to the Commander of the 
Blockade of Alexandria, to notify to them the preſent Armiſtice, and 
to convey to them Orders to conform themſelves thereunto, The ſaid 
Officers ſhall paſs through France, in order the more expeditiouſſy e 
arrive at their Deſtination, | 


Ck vil. 
His Catholic Myjeſly and the Batavian Republic | are included in « 


t be PERF: Armiſtice, 
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No. 19.) . NOTE. 
TIE only Motive which could lead this Court to entertain the Dif. 


cuſſion of a Propoſal ſo unuſual in itſelf, and ſo diſadvantageous 


to the Intereſts of Great Britain, as that of a Maritime Truce to precede 
Negotiation, is the Deſire of contributing to facilitate the Concluſion 
of a General Peace; and the Termination of the Armiſtice on the Con- 


tinent, by the Act of the French Government, would put an End to 


all Inducements to ſuch a Meaſure on the Part of this Country, _ 
The Neceſlity of receiving the King's Commands, on the Projet 


communicated by M. Otto, muſt prevent the Underſigned from tranſ- 


mitting any Reply to that Paper before Sunday next. It is therefore 
for M. Otto to determine whether he will not think it proper imme- 


diately to write to his Government, to remark, that if France has pro- 
poſed an Armiſtice with Great Britain for the Purpoſe of its leading to 
general Negotiation and Peace, that Object can only be attained by ar 


leaſt ſuch a Prolongation of the Continental Armiſtice as will allow 
the Time required for receiving the Anſwer to the Propoſal made here. 


(signed) GRENVILLE, 


t 3 


(No. 20.) | Thurſday Evening, Sept. 4, 1800. 


CITIZEN Otto preſents his Compliments to Mr. Nepean, and, 
according to his Deſire, encloſes - a Sketch of the Treaty propoſed 
by his Goverament, 
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Capt. George. 


(No. 21.) 3 3 
RES Londres, 18 Fructidor, An 8, 
Monſieur, (5th September 1800.) 

b recu la Lettre que vous m' avez fait 'Honneur de m'adreſſer 


pour me prevenir que Sa Majeſte avait juge convenable de nommer 
proviſoirement M. Grenville pour prendre Part aux Négociations 


eventuelles de Luneville. Ce Choix ne pourra qu'etre tres-agreable 


au Gouvernement Frangais. Lorſque le Reſultat des Communications 
actuelles aura rendu néceſſaire le Voyage de M. Grenville, je lui re- 


mettrai le Paſſeport que J'avais dejà demande, et je ſuis charge de 
donner au Nom de mon Gouvernement toutes les Aſſurances que M. 
_ Grenville pourra deſirer pour la Shs aan ett Inviolabilite de fa 
| Correſpondance. 


Quant a M. Garlike, il ſera très facile de hui envoyer 4; red ement A 
a 


Berlin le Paſſeport qui lui ſera n&ceffaire. r feral la Demande 
mon Gouvernement. 


Les Arrangemens A prendre dans le Cas d'un Congres eventuel pour 
ve les Miniſtres reſpectifs arrivent a peu-pres dans le meme Tems dans 
le Lieu des Conferences, ſont tellement conformes aux Procédés ordi- 


naires en pareil Cas, qu'ils ne ſeront point negliges. La Proximité de 
Paris me donnera la Facilite de donner au Miniſtère Britannique tous 
les Renſeignemens qu'il pourra dẽſirer a ce Sujet, bien avant Ic Tems on 
il Pourroit les recevoir de Vienne. Jai P Honneur d'étre, 


Monſieur, 7 
Votre tres humble et obeiſaat Servite eur, 


(Signé) 0110. 


—— — 1 
—— mw 3 


— ably 


(No. 22.) 


LE Souſſigns 2 regu Hier à 4 Heures apres-Midi 1 la Note que 3 


Excellence Lord Grenville lui a fait l'Honneur de lui adreſſer. 


Elle lui a paru d'une fi haute Importance qu'a la meme Heure il Va 
. tranſmiſe a Son Gouvernement par un Courier extraordinaire. Il eſpère 


ju'elle arrivera aſſez- töt pour produire l' Effet que Son Excellence a cu 


en Vue, et fi Elle ſert à prolonger pendant quelques Jours les Armiſtices 
du Continent, il ſe felicitera beaucoup d'avoir été a meme d'y con- 


tribuer. | 
II prie Son Excellence Eagrier Hommage de ſa reſpefeuſe | 
Conſideration. | ; 
(signe) OTTO. 

Hereford: Street, 19 g Fructidor, AN 8. i 
4 __ 1800, ; 


(No. 21.) Tranſlation. 


| London, the 5th Sept. 1800. 

Sir, Fo (is Fruct. Year 8.) 

I HAVE received the Letter which you have done me the Honor to 

addreſs to me, acquainting me that His Majeſty had thought proper 

_ proviſionally to appoint Mr. Grenville to take Part in the eventual 
Negotiations at Luneville, That Choice cannot fail to be very agrees 

able to the French Government. As ſoon as the Reſult of the preſent 

Communications ſhall have rendered the Journey of Mr, Grenville ne- 

ceſſary, I ſhall deliver to him the Paſſport for which I had previouſly. 


applied; and I am direQted to give, in the Name of my Government, 


every Aſſurance which Mr, Grenville can deſire ho rene; the I'romp- 
titude and the Inviolability of his Correſpondence, 
With Reſpect to Mr. Garlike, it will be very eaſy to rad to him 
directly to Berlin the Paſſport neceſſary for him, and I ſhall 2 it 
of my Government. 
N 4 Arrangements to be taken in the Caſe of an een Congrefs,. 
in order that the reſpective Miniſters may arrive about the fame Time 
at the Place of the Conferences, are ſo conformable to the ordinary 
Proceedings in ſimilar Caſes, that they will not be neglected, The 
Proximity of Paris will afford me the Facility of giving to the Britiſh 
Miniſtry every Information which it may deſire 5 that aubjen, long - 
before it could Procure it from Vienna. 


I have the Honor t to be, Kc. 


(Sig acd) „„ 


. (o. 22.) e 5 | Tranſlation. 


HE Underfgned received ee at four Clock | in _ Af. 


ternoon, the Note which his Excellency Lord Grenville did him 


the Honor to addreſs to him. It appeared to him to be of ſuch high _ 
Importance, that at the ſame Hour he tranſmitted it by an ext: ordinary . 
Mdeſſenger to his Government. He hopes that it may arrive in Time 

to produce the Effect which his Excellency has had in View: and if it 
ſerves to prolong for a few Days the Continental Armiſtices, he will 


congratulate himſelf very much o on Raving had 1 it in his Power to contri- 135 


bute thereunto. 


He begs his Excellency to accept the Homage of his reſpeRtful 
| Conſideration, 1 | 


Si ned orro. _ 
Hereford-Street, I 9 Fro. Jou 5 1 5 5 ". 


1 = 1450) | 
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(No. 23.) Nork. 


LOD Grenville preſents his Compliments to M. Otto, and ſends 
him herewith the Official Anſwer to his laſt Communication on 
the Subje of an Armiſtice, a pore with the Counter- Projet therein 


referred to. 


He requeſts M. Otto to accept the Aﬀfurance of his high Con- 
ſideration. 


. Downing-Street, Sept. 7, 1800. 


No. 24.) | N : NOTE. 5 5 
THE Underfigned has had the Honour to lay before the Lias the 


Official Anſwer of the French Government which he received from 
M. Otto on the 4th Inſtant; and alſo the Froße of an Armiſtice com- 
municated on the ſame Day, i 

The Spirit of that Anſwer is unhappily but little conſonant with thoſe 
Appearances of a conciliatory - Diſpoſition which had before been 


manifeſted. If it be really practicable in the preſent Moment to 
reſtore permanent Tranquillity to Europe, this Object muſt be effected 


by very different Means than thoſe of ſuch a Controverſy as that Paper 
is calculated to produce. _ 


Some Reply is however iodiforatably neceffary to the Aﬀertions 


| there advanced, which if now palled over might hereafter be conſidered 
as admitted. 


The ee which an Aeon Officer, N with no ſuch com- | 


miſſion, was perſuaded to ſign at Paris, do indeed appear to His Ma- 
1 Jeſty little calculated to terminate the Calamities of Europe. _ 


But whatever be the Tendency of the Conditions which the ranch” 


N Government has there ſpecified, there can be no Pretence for repreſent- 


ing them as Preliminaries concluded by Auſtria or annulled by the 5 
5 Intervention of His Majeſty. 


The Engagements by which the Courts of Kone and Vienna have 


agreed not to treat except in Concert with each other, were concluded 
before there was any Queſtion of theſe pretended Preliminaries of Peace. 
And the firſt Intimations which His Majeſty received of their Signature 
were accompanied by the expreſs Declarations of his Ally, that they 


were wholly unauthorized, and muſt be conſidered as abſolutely null. - 
The French Government could indeed expect no other Determination 


to be taken by His Imperial Majeſty. The Want of all Powers or In- 
ſtructions for ſuch a Treaty, on the Part of the Auſtrian Officer, was, 
at the Time diſtinctly notified by him to thoſe who treated with him, 


and is declared even on the vefy Face of the Paper which he ſigned. 
With Reſpect therefore to the ſuppoſed Demand of His Majeſty to be 
aGnuued to choſe e norhing more is neceſſary to be ſaid. 


Ibs 


( 20 ) 


The Note delivered to M. de Thugut by Lord Minto, fofficientlh 
explains the Part which His Majeſty is really diſpoſed to take in any 
| Negotiation which may be regularly ſet on Foot for General Peace. 
The King has always been perſuaded that the Reſult of ſuch a Ne- 
gotiation can alone effectually re-eſtabliſh the Tranquillity of Europe. 
Experience has confirmed this Opinion; and it is only from the 
Conviction of its Truth that His Majeſty has now been induced to 
wave his ſtrong Objections to the firſt Propoſal of a Naval Armiſtice, 
and to enter Into the Diſcuſſion of the Conditions on Which it my be 


eſtabliſhed. 


His Majeſty, ;udalng from the Experience of fo many former Ne- 
gotiations, conſiders ſuch an Armiſtice as in no Degree likely either 
to expedite or to facilitate an ome ond of the direct Intereſts of 
Great Britain and France. 

He views it in no other Liebe than as a temporary Advantage which : 
it is propoſed to him to yield to his Enemy, in order to prevent the 
Renewal of Continental Hoſtilities, and ay to contribute to the 5 


Coaoncluſion of a General Peace. 


And on this Ground, notwithſtanding che many Piſadyancagia which 
be is ſenſible muſt reſult to this Country from ſuch a Meaſure, he is 
reſolved to give to his Allies and to al! Europe this new Pledge of the 
Sentiments by which he is actuated provided that his Enemies are 


diſpoſed to regulate the Conditions of ſuch an Armiſtice, as far as the 


Nature of the Caſe will allow, in Conformity to the obvious and eſta- 
bliſhed Principle of ſuch Arrangements. 15 
Ihis Principle is, that the reſpective Poſition of the two Parties 


ſhould remain during the Continuance of the Aririftice ſuch as it was _ 
at its Commencement; and that neither of them ſhovld by its Opera- 


tion acquire freſh Advantag-s or new Means of annoying his Enemy, 


ſuch as he could not otherwiſe obtain. The Difficulty of doing this 


with the ſame Preciſion in the Caſe of Naval Operations, as by 1 "of 


has already been adverted to in a former Note; and it conſtitutes 4 


leading Objection to the Meaſure itſelf. 


But the French Projet, inſtead of attempting to remove or leſſen . 
theſe Difficulties, departs at once, and in every Article, from the 


Principle itſelf, although expreſsly recognized and ſtudiouſly main- 


tained in the Continental Armiſtice which 1 is there reterre to as > the 5 


: Foundation and Model of this Tranſaction. 5 
It is propoſed, in Effect, that the Blockade of the Naval P Ports and 1 
Arſenals of the King's Enemies ſhould be raiſed ; that they ſhould be 


enabled to remove 5 Fleets to any other Stations, and to divide or to 


collect their Force as they may judge moſt advantageous to their future | 
Plans: The Importation both of Proviſions and of Naval and Military 


Stores is to be wholly unreſtrained. Even Malta and the Ports of 


Egypt, though expreſsly ſtated to be now blockaded, are to be freely 


victualled, and for an unlimited Period, in direct Contradiction to the 


Stipulations of the German Armiſtice reſpecting Ulm and Ingolſtadr, 
to which Places it is nevertheleſs profeſſed to aiimilate them: And 5 
this Government is expected to bind itſelf towards the Allies of France 
even before any reciprocal Engagement can be received from them; 
while, at the ſame Time, all mention or the King 8 Allies is on the 
| other Hand totally omitted. 
Io a Propoſal fo manifeſtly repugnant 1 to Juſtice and Equality, and 7 
fot injurious not oF to His Wen $ Latente, but alſo to thoſe of 
his 


Government. 


| Pomwning-Street, Sept. 7, 1800. 


(44-3 


Nis Allies, it cannot be expected that any Motive ſhouid induce the 


King to accede, 


T he Counter-Projet which the Underſigned has the Honor to tranſ- 
mit to M. Otto contains Regulations in this Reſpect more nearly corre- 


ſponding with that Principle of Equality on which alone His Majeſty 
Lan conſent to treat. 1 e N 


Even thoſe Articles are in many important Points, and particularly 


in what relates to the actual Stations of His Majeſty's Squadrons, very 


far ſhort of what His Majeſty might juſtly demand from a Reference to 
the general Principle above ſtated, from Analogy, to the Conditions - 


of the Continental Armiſtice, or from the relative Situation of Naval 
Force: And a Confidence is repoſed in the good Faith of his Enemies, 
which, although it can never be claimed in Tranſactions between Bel- 
lüigerent Powers, His Majeſty is nevertheleſs willing to hope he ſhall 
not find to have been miſplaced on the preſent Occaſion, 
If M. Otto is empowered to accede to thele Stipulations, a proper 
Perſon will immediately be authorized to ſign them on His Majeſty's 


Part; if not, he is requeſted to tranſmit them without Delay to his 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


Fu) 


(No. 25.) CobuNrTER-PROIEr. 


II. having been agreed that Negotiations for a General Peace ſhall 
be immediately ſer on foot between the Emperor of Germany, His 
Britannic Majeſty, acd the French Republic, and an armiltice having 


already been concluded between the Forces of His Imperia M jeſty 


. Vincent, muſt be given by one of the two Governments to the 


Renewal of Hoſtilities ſhall be known to the Officer commanding the 


Officers in the different Parts of the World, to conform themſelves to 


and thoſe of the French Republic, it is agreed that an Armiſtice ſhall alſo 
take place between the Forces of His Britannic Majeſty and thoſe of 
the French e on the Terms and i in tne Manner following: That | 
1s to ſay.— = 


Article I. 


: All Hoſtilities, both by Sen and Land, between the Forces of the TY 
Contracting Partics hall be ſuſpended, and ſhall not be renewed until 
after fourteen Days' Notice given of the Termination of the Armiſtice. 

This Notice, in ſo far as relates to the Parts of Europe North of Cape 


other, and is to be reckoned from the Day i in which the fame ſhall be 
received by the Government to whom it is given. In the Mediter- 
ranean or other Parts of the World, the Notice muſt be given by the 
reſpective Commanding Officers. But in caſe of the Renewal of Hoſ- 
tilities between Auſtria and France, the Armiſtice berween Great Britain 
and France is likewiſe to be conſidered as terminated, fo ſoon as ſuch 


- Britiſh Forces; except only in ſo far as relates to Prizes of Merchant 
| W which ſhall be reguiated by the third Article ol this e 


Article Il. _ 
| Orders ſhall 1 be ſent by the two . to their 


this Agreement; Sea-Paſſes ſhall be given to the Ships which are to 

carry chels Orders; and His Britannic Majeſty's Officers to be ſent © 
for that Purpoſe through France, ſhall be furniſhed w! ich the neceſſary 
Paſſports and Facilities ro 8 their ane 


Article III. 


Al Prizes. made in any Part of the World during che Fase oe mn th 5 
and Operation of the Armiſtice, by any Officers having actually re- anne K. the Cl 
. ceived due Notice of this Agreement, ſhall be reſtored ; and gene- ineleciCcrhnc. © rl 
rally, whether ſuch Notice mall have been received or not, all Prizes ccc cer un ec 
made in the Channel, or in the North Seas, after twelve Days, (to be Months te the Eg 2 
reckoned from the Exchange of the Ratifications of this Con ventian,) Arc Fe vc PIR. 
ſhail be reſtored ; and the ſame Periods ſhall be allowed in this Reſpect © 4 A S ax 
for the other Parts of the World, as were ſtipulated by the 22d Artiele fe 1 CE 
5 of the Preliminaries of the laſt Peace. 5 | 


Article IV. 


Malta, and the Maritime Towns and Ports * ſhall be 

on the ſame Footing as thoſe Places which, though compriled within 

the Demarcation of the French Army 1 in Germ any, are © 0CCUpIEd by the 
nn Ts Auſtrian - 
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Auſtrian Troops; conſequently nothing ſhall. be admitted by Sea 
which can give additional Means of Defence; and Proviſions only 


tor fourteen Days at a Fime, in Proportion to the Conſumption, as it 
Mall be aſcertained by Commiſſaries to be named for the Purpoſe, 
who ſhall have Power to eſtabliſh the neceſſary Regulations for giving 
Effect to this Stipulation, conformably to the Principles of the 4th Ar- 
ticle of the Convention concluded between the Aultrian and French 


Generals in Germany. 


Article V. 
The "Blockade of Breſt, Toulon, and any other of the Ports of i 


France by His Majeſty's Fleets, ſhall be diſcontinued ; and all Bri- 
tiſh Ships ſhall be inſtructed not to interrupt or obſtruct the Trade or 
Navigation of any Ships failing to or from the Coaſts of France, except 
in the Article of Naval or Military Stores, which are not to be brought 
_ thither by Sea during the preſent Armiſtice. None of the Ships of 
War now ſtationed in the ſaid Ports reſpectively ſhall, before the Re- 5 

newal of Hoſtilities, be removed to any other Station, 


Article VI. | 
The Allies of the two Parties ſhall ſeverally be at Liberty to accede 


to this Armiltice, if they ſo think fit; provided that they alſo engage 
to obſerve a like Armiſtice, on Conditions ſimilar to thoſe here ſpe- 
| cified, towards ſuch of the Allies on the other Side as ſhall alſo accede 


to it. 
The Periods or ＋. erms to * fixed "a the 5 of he 


1 Armiſtice in the different Quarters of the World as with reſpect to 
each of the ſaid Allies, are to be regulated in Conformity to the Sti- 
pulations contained in the 3d Article of this Convention as between 


Great Britain and France; and the ſaid Periods or Terms are to be 
reckoned from the Day on which the Acceſſion of ſuch Power to the 
Armiſtice ſhall have been duly notified by ſuch Power to the Party 


with whom it is at War. Such Notification, duly authenticated by 


the Government on whoſe Part it is made, may either be tranſmitted 


ö directly by Couriers or Flags of Truce, or through the Channel of the 
two Contracting Parties, to each other reciprocally. The Naval Ports 


and Arſenals of the Allies of France are, during ſuch Armiſtice, to be 
placed on the ſame Footing with thoſe of France; and the Notices 
Which are to precede the Renewal of Hoſtilities, as well as all other 
Matters relating to ſuch Armiſtice, are to 2 be FEENares according to 


i the Terms of this Convention. 


8 VII. . 
This Convention wall 1 ratified, and het 8 Mall be N 


changed within the Term of ten Nan or looner if the lame be 


practicable. 
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(No. 26.) 
- Hereford- Street, 21 Fruct. An 9. 

M lord, £6 (8 Sept. 1800.) 
'Al recu Jier à onze Heures qu Soir la Note et le Contre- Projet que 
I Voice Fxceli-nce m'a fait PHonneur de m'adreſſer. Les Pri cipes 
re aferimts dans cs e Pieces font a ploſicurs Egards ſi peu ana- 
logues aux t ropofit ohe Gur j'al été Charge de faire, et qui avaient 


per Oje dr compenſer par un Armiſtice Britannique les Inconve- 


niens qui pvUrralent reſulter pour Ja France de la -roJongation even- 


| tuclle de I Armiitice Allemand, que je ne puis prendre ſur moi de les 
admettre avant d'avoir regu des Inſtructions ultericures. Je me ſuis 


donc conforme aux Intentions de Votre Excellence en envoyant ces 


deux Picces à mon Gouvernement le plus promptement poſſible. 


JT al l Honneur d'ètre, avec la Conhideration la Plus reſpectueuſe, 


Milord, 
De Votre Excellence, 
Le tres humble et très- obẽiſſant „ 


Hereford- Street, le 29 FroAidor. "Ants. 


Milord, (6th Sept. 1800.) 


12 V'Honneur d' adreſſer à Votre Fxcellence la Rẽponſe que mon 


Gouvernement m'a charge de faire 3 a la Note que vous m'avez fait 


1 Honneur d'adreſſer. 


Le Premier Conſul, eſperant qu'il eſt encore e poſlible PR ee 


les Intétets des deux Gouvernemens et leur Vun pour une Paix 
prompte et ſolide, et voulant donner de ſon Cote une nouvelle Preuve 


de ſes Difpolitions pacifiques, a expẽdiẽ V'Ordre de retarder encore pour 


quelques Jours V'Attaque que Arnie Francaiſe avait ẽtẽ N de | 
faire ſur toute la Ligne. 


Je donnerai verbalement ſoit i Votre Excellence elle · möme ſoit à à la 


Perſonne qu'elle jugera à- propos de nommer pour cet Effet, des Expli- 
cations ſatisfaiſantes ſur les principales ObjeQions renfermees dans 
Votre Note de 7 de ce Mois; et je me flatte qu'elles produiront le 

Reſultat que Votre Excellence a eu en Vue en me faiſant connoitre les 
Intentions de Sa Majette, La haute Importance de ces Communica- 


tions m'autoriſe à vous * de les faciliter autant qu'il dependra | 
de vous. 


3 al P Honnevr deètre avec la plus reſpectueuſe Conſideration, 


Milord, 
De Votre Excellence, 
Le tres- humble et très· obẽiſſant 8 Serviteüf, 


Gign) | -.QF TO, 


0 2 


(No. 26.) 8 Tranſlation. 


Hereford- Street, 21 Fruc. 8. 
My Lord; ; LR, (Sept. 8, 1800.) 

1 RECEIVED Yeſterday atEleven o'Clock at Night the Note and the 
| Counter-Projet which your Excellency did me the Honor to addreſs 
to me. The Principles contained in theſe two Pieces are in ſeveral 
Reſpects ſo little analogous to the Propoſals which 1 have been directed 
to make, and the Object of which was to compenſate by a Britiſh Armi- 
ſtice the Inconveniences which might reſult to France from the eventual _ 
Prolongation of the German Armiſtice, that I cannot take upon myſelf _ 

to admit them without previouſly receiving farther Inſtructions. 1 
have therefore complied with your Excellency' s Intentions, by tranſ- 
mitting to my Government thoſe two Pieces with as little Delay as 


poſſible. 1 have the Honor to be, with the moſt. . Con- | 
ſideration, Me: = | 


| Gigned) | oro. 


3 „ 1 ranſation. 


\ Hereford- Street, Soak, 16, 1800 
NI "PREY . 7 (29Fruc. 8.) 
< 1 HAVE the Hanes to i to your N the Anſwer which 


my Government has directed me to make to che Note which you 
did me the Honor to addreſs to me. 


The Firſt Conſul, hoping that it is still polüble to approximate the 


Intereſts of the two Governments, and their Wiſhes for a ſpeedy and 
ſolid Peace, and being willing to give, on his Part, a freſh Proof of his 


| pacific Diſpoſitions, has diſparched Orders for deferring for ſome Days 


longer the Attack which the F rench Army had been directed to > make ” : 


upon the whole Line. 5 
I ſhall give verbally 1 to your Excellency vowrſelf..- or to och - 


' Perſon as you ſhall judge proper to appoint for that Purpoſe, fatisfac- 


tory Explanations reſpeCting the principal Objections contained in your 
Note of the 7th of this Month; and I flatrer myſelf that they will 
produce the Effect which your Excelleney had in View by making 
Linas to me the Intentions of His Majeſty. The high Importance of 
thoſe Communications authorizes me to entreat that you would give 
them every Facility in your Power. 1 have the Honor to . with the 
moſt Aa Conſiderations | 
. "ISR 


Your Excellency 5 moſt obedienr and moſt humble Servant, 


(Signed) | orro. 
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rEorganizer Ses Armees, de convertir en Hommes, en Armes, en 
tions de toute Eſpece, les Subſides que l' Angleterre lui pate; de for- 


6 26 } 


1. * Soulkgne a tranſmis? à Son Gouvernement la Note de Son Excel- 
lence Milord Grenville, en Date du 7 Septembre. Le Contre- 
Projet qui y Erait joint, ay ant Ete place {ous les Yeux du Premier Conſul, 

il a reconnũ que cet Armiſtice, tel qu'il etait propole, ne preſenrait aucun 
Avantage pour la Republique Francaile, et des-lors ne pouvait pas la 
compenſer des Incoaveniens graves qu 'entrainerait pour elle la Conti- 
nuation de PArmiltice Continentale: Dod il retulte que le Contre- 
Projet ne pourrait etre admis qu' autant qu il ſerait ſimplement Queſtion 
de preluder a un Arrangement particulier entre la France et l'Angle- 


terre par une Treve également particulière aux deux Etats; mais I' Effet 
dle la Treve Maritime propoſce devant Eire de ſervir à la Republique 


Francaiſe de Compenſation pour Ja Treve Continentale, la premiere 
doit loi offrir des Avantages cgaux aux Inconveniens que la ſeconde lui 
apporte. 

Ie Souſſigné eſt done chargẽ de faire deux Propoſitions entre leſ- 
quelles Sa Majeſté Britannique pourra choiſir celle qui lui paraitra 
s'accorder d' Avantage avec 1 laterer de ſes Erats ou avec ſes Relations | 


| Continentales. 


La premicre eſt que + Projet Fit . ſoit redige et admis dans 
Jes Termes analogues à ceux qui ont ete propoſes par le Miniſtere de Sa 


_ Majeſte Britannique, mais uniquement dans la Suppoſition que cet Ar- 
miſtice ſerait independant des EyEnemens du Continent, et ſeulement 


 relatif à une Negociation e qui $ ouvrirait e entre 


les deux Puillances. 5 
La ſeconde eſt, que Sa Majeſte Brirannique c continue 2 faire Cauſe 


aber avec I'Empereur, mais qu'alors Elle conſente que la Treve f 
Maritime offre à la Republique Francaiſe des Avantages & CZAUX à ceux 


que la Treve Continentale aſſure a la Maiſon d' Autriche. 
Et à cet Egard, la Comparaiſon eſt facile à etablir. 
Par VArmiltice Continental, la Cour de Vienne acquiert le Moyen de 


uni- 


rifier, d'approviſionner ſes Places de ſeconde et troiſième Ligne qui ſe 


trouvaient en mauvais Etat, parceque la Marche rapide des Armes 
Frangaiſes n'avaient pas étë prévüe. Ainſi Aſoppo, Palma Nova, Ve- 
niſe, Veronne, et Lintz, avaient été negligẽes; chaque Jours leurs 

Fortifications fe relevent, Ulm, Ingolſtadt, quoque Bloquees amẽlio- 


S 


rent leur defenſive : et c'eſt l Armiſtice qui leur procure cet Avantage ; 
car au Moment ot ces Places ſe ſont trouvées inveſties, VEnnemi 
ne penſait qu'a aſſieger les nötres, et par conſẽquent les Hennes n etaient 


pas preparees à une Attaque aulii prochaine, 
Par VArmiſtice Continental I Impreſſion des iat des 1 


Francoiſes diminue, leur Effet s'affaiblit. Six Mois de Repos ſuffi- 
roient pour que le moral & le matériel des Armes Autrichiennes ſe 
trouvaſſent retablis, pour que les Vaincus ne fuſſent plus frap es de 
YAicendant des Vanqueurs, & pour que cette Chance de Superiorite, 


{i bien acquiſe als Republique, fut encore pour elle à reſſaiſir. 


— 


1 
(No. 28.) | 3 Traaflation. 


NOTE. 


Tm" Underſigned has tranſmitted to his Government the Note of his 
Excellency Lord Grenville, dated the 7th of September. The 
Counter-Projet which accompanied it having been laid before the Firſt 
Conſul, he has obſerved that the Armiſtice, ſuch as it was propoſed, 
did not offer any Advantage to the French Republic, and conſequently 
could not compenſate to it for the ſerious Inconveniences which would 
reſult to it from the Continuance of the Continental Armiſtice: Hence 
it follows, that the Counter-Projet could be admitted inaſmuch only 
as the Queſtion might ſimply be to ſettle the Preliminaries of a par- 
ticular Arrangement between France and England by a Truce alike 
particular to the two States; but the Effect of the propoſed Maritime 
Truce being intended to ſerve as a Compenſation to the French Re- 
public for the Continental Truce, the former ought to afford to it 
F equal to the lnconveniences which it experiences from che 
latter. 
The Underſigned is thirefors: deen to who two Propoſals, of 
which His Britannic Majeſty may chooſe that which may appear to him 
molt conſonant to the Intereſt of his Dominions or to his Continental £ 
Relations. ; : 
The firſt is, has the Projet for an « Armifiice be desen up and ide 
mitted 3 in Terms analogous to thoſe which have been propoſed by the 
M.iniſtry of His Bricannic Majeſty, but ſolely under the Suppoſition | 
_ that this Armiſtice ſhould be independent of the Events of the Conti 
nent, and relative only to a ſeparate Negotiation | to be e 
= opened between the two Powers. hg 5 
he ſecond is, that His Britannic Majeſty ſhovid continue to make 5 
| Common: Cauſe with the Emperor, but that, in that Caſe, he thould _ 
conſent that the Maritime Truce may offer to the French Republic 
Advantages equal to thoſe ſecured to the Houſe * Auſtria 7 dne 
Continental Truce. 5 
And with this View the 6 may bs enfity: ale = 
By the Continental Armiſtice the Court of Vienna acquires the 
"ad of re-organiſing its Armies, of converting into Men, Arms, 
Ammunition of every Kind, the Subſidies paid to it by England; of 
5 fortifying and vieualling its places of the ſecond and third Line which 
Were in a bad State, in conſequence of the rapid March of the French 
Armies having not been foreſeen. Thus Aſoppo. Palmanova, Venice, 
5 Verona, and Lintz, had been neglected; cvery Day their For- 
tifications are repairing. Ulm, Ingolſtadt, although blockaded, 
are improving their Means of Defence; and it 1s the Armiſtice which - 
pr ocures to them this Advantage; for at the Moment when thoſe 
Places were inveſted, the Enemy thought only of beſieging ours, and 
conſequently their own were not prepared for io early an AA 
By the Continental Armiſtice, the Impreſſion made by the Victories 
of the French Armies diminiſh, their Effects are weakened. Six 
Months of Repoſe would ſuffice to reſtore the moral and phyſical 
| Strength of the Auſtrian Armies; to allow the conquered to recover 
from the Impreſſion of Aſcendancy acquired by the Conquerors, and 


to make it neceſſary once more to regain that contingent Superiority 3 


well earned by the 3 . 
; It 
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Ce fergie cgalement par Suite de PArmiſtice Continental que le | 


| Royaume de Naples en Proie à tous les Genres de Calamites, à tous 


les Germes d' lnſurrection, peut ſe reorganifer & offrir de nouvelles 
Reſſources aux Ennemis de la France. 
C'eſt à la Faveur de l'Armiſtice, enfin, que des Levees d' Hommes 


fe ſont. en Toſcane, dans Ja Marche d' Ancone, que partout l' Autriche 


ſe prepare de nouveaux Moyens de Defenſe, que partout ſa Poſition, 


qui peut- Etre Etoit deſeſperee, s'ameliore, tandis que les Avantages de 


la Republique ou s' attenuent ou diſparaiſſent. „ | 
Deéjà le Premier Conſul a fait a Amour de la Paix un aſſez grand 


Sacrifice de ces Avantages. S'il continvait à ne point en tirer Parti, ce 


ne ſerait plus Moderation mais faibleſſe ; ce ne ſeroit plus le Moyen 
d'arriver à la Concluſion de Ja Paix, mais celui de perpetuer la Guerre. 


Peut- Etre av Jugement des Hommes d'Etat le Gouvernement Frangais 


a-t-il dejà trop differe a uſer de la Chance qui lui ẽtait favorable; mais 
il ne l'a fait que ſur les Aſſurances poſitives qui lui avoient ete donnees 
d'une Paix prompte & ſeparce. 3 a (ol. 3 
Avjourd'hui que les deux Cours Allices inſiſtent pour une Nẽgociation 
commune & une Paix Generale le Gouvernement Frangais ſent trop bien 


qu'un Ouvrage auſſi complique n'eſt pas VAfﬀaire de quelques Jours, 
& il doit Eviter de fe mettre dans une Poſition qui ſerait diametrale- 
ment contraire à V'Acceleration des Négociations, en donnant aux 


Puiſſances Ennemies, & principalement à VAutriche, un Interec re] a 
prolonger les Diſcuſſions pour acquerir chaque Jour les Moyens de ſe 


' preſenter avec plus d'Avantage ſur le Champ de Bataille, & par conſc- 


quent avec plus de Pretenſions au Congress. 


C*eſt pour Eviter en Partie un inconvenient auſſi manifeſte, que 14 


France tient à ce que l' Armiſtice Maritime ſoit ſtipulẽ de Fagon à ètre 
1 Equivalent de VArmiſtice Continental, & A mettre de ſon Corte l' An- 
gleterre dans le Cas de defirer la Concluſion de la Paix. 
Les Avantages que la Republique Frangoiſe peut & doit ſe propoſer 
de l' Armiſtice Maritime font la libre Navigation de ſes Bitimens, & les 
Facilitẽs neceſſaires pour ſes Communications avec les lles de France, & 
de la Reunion et avec ſes Colonies d'Amerique; & quand Elle en feroit 
Uſage pour envoyer quelque mille Hommes de plus en Egypte, les 
Places de l'Empereur n'acquièrent- elles point pareillement chaque Jour 
une nouvelle Force ſur le Continent!: 
Quand à l' Approviſionnement des Ports memes de la Republique, la 
France ne manque pas de Moyens interieurs de Circulation, & cet 
Objet n'eſt pour Elle que d'un petit Interet, Quand le Gouvernement 
Britannique propoſe que les Ports & les Places bloquees ne puiſſent 
' Tecevoir que pour quatorze Jours de Vivres, ſonge-t- il que la plupart 
de ces Etabliſſemens ſont encore loin de manquer de Vivres, & que 
d'ailleurs la Saiſon qui s'approche en faiſant qu'un Blocus Maritime 


- 


eſt preſque tovjours illuſoire, rend tout-a-fait inutile la Faveur 
propolce ? 111. Fa IG 3 


Que {i enfin on conſidère combien la Grande Bretagne, fi Elle veut 


ſincèrement la Paix, a peu d'Interet a empecher que la France conſerve 
& conſolide le petit Nombre d' Etabliſſemens d'outre Mer qui lui 
reſtent; combien par de nouvelles Acquiſitions de ce Genre I'Angle- 

terre accroitroit encore ]'Inquietude, la Jalouſie de l'Europe, & la 
Diſpoſition qu' Elle montre a ne pas regarder indifferemment I'Extenſfion 


0 07-3 
It would alſo follow as a Conſequence of the Continental Armiſtice, 
that the Kingdom of Naples, now a Prey to every Kind of Calamity, 
and containing all the Seeds of Inſurrection, might be re-organized, 
and furniſh freſh Reſources to the Enemies of France. It is by Means of 


the Armiſtice, in a Word, that Men are raiſing in Tuſcany and in the 
Marſhes of Ancona; that Auſtria 1s everywhere preparing new Means 


of Defence; that everywhere ſhe is ameliorating her Polition, which 
perhaps was deſperate, whilſt the Advantages of the Republic are di- : 


miniſhing or diſappearing. 


2 


The Firſt Conſul has alread a ie to the Love of peace a fokolently 
great Sacrifice of thoſe Advantages: if he ſhould continue to derive no 


Benefit from them, it would no longer be Moderation, but Weakneis; 


it would no longer be the Means of arriving at the Concluſion of Peace, 


but that of perpetuating the War. Perhaps i in the Judgment. of Statel- 
men the French Government may have already too long delaved to 
avail itfelf of the Contingency which was favourable to it ; but it has 
HP done fo upon the politive Allurances which had been given to it 


e and ſeparate Peace. e 3 
"At this Moment, when the two Allied Courts inſiſt upon . 


Negotiation and a General Peace, the French Government is too well 


aware that ſo complicated a Work is not to be accompliſhed in a few 


Days, and it ought to avoid putting itſelf in a Poſition which would 
be diametrically « oppoſite to the Acceleration of the Negotiations, by 


giving to the inimical *owers, and principally to Auſtria, : a rea] intereſt 
to prolong the Diſcuſſions, in order daily to acquire the Means of ap- 


_ pearing with greater Advantage | in the Field of Bate, and conſe quent Iy 


with greater Pretenſions at the Congreſs. ; 
It is with a View of avoiding, in E art, ſo manifeſt an Tnconvenience, 


that France requires that the Maritime Armiſtice ſhould be fiipulated 
in ſuch a Manner as to be! ©quivalent to the Continental Armiſtice, and 
as to place England, on its Side, in the Situation of being delirous of 
the Concluſion of Peace. The Advantages which the Kepubl c can 
and ovght to expect from the Naval Armiſtice, are the free Navigation 
of her Ships, and the Facilities neceſſary for her Communications wich f 


the iflands of France and R eunion, and with her American Colonies; 


and alchough ſhe ſhould make uſe of it to ſend a few thouiand Men 
more to Ec t. do not the Places belonging to the Emperor ny” 


acquire in like Manner freſh e Ya upon The Continent? 


With Reſpect to the victuallin the Harbours of the French Republic 
itſelf, internal Means of Circulation are not Wanting ; and this Object 


is but of fir: a Importance to it. When the Britiſh Government Pro- 


poles that the Harbovurs and Places blockaded ſhould only receive Pro- 

viſions for fourteen Days, is it aware that the greater Part of thoſe _ 
qftabliſkments are ſtill far from wanting Proviſions? and beſides that, the 

8 is drawing near. which, by. rendering a Naval Blockade al; moſt 


always illufory, makes the e 'ed Favour quite uſeleſs. 
Th. . E 


Ac guiſe, 0 Of 5 is Nature, would avement "Al farther the Uncaſinels 
and {PONDS of Europe; and the Diſpoſition which it evinces not to 


lee with Indiiference the unlimited Extenſion of the Power and Com- 
_merce of England, it WII. be acknowledged, at- the lame Line, that 


. 


the 


tif, beſides, it be confidered how little it is the lacereſt « of Great 
Britain, if it be fincerely deſirous of Peace, to prevent France from. 
preſerving and conſolidating the 19 Number wh ich remain to ber 
of foreign 82 em: ents. and how much England, by making new 
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ſans Bornes de la Puiſſance & du Commerce Anglois, on ſera ports 
meme en Convenant des Avantages que la Republique Francoiſe doit 
trouver dans une Trève Maritime, a ne pas croire que cette meme Treve 


puiſſe cEtrre ſi eminement delavantageule a I'Angieterre que ion Gou- 
vernement paroit le ſuppoſer. 


En conſequence le Souſſigne eft chargé de ſe relerer à la double 
Propoſition que la preſente Note renferme. 


S'1] s'agit d'une Negoclation, & d'une Paix ſeparte;FArmittice peut- 


Etre admis, tel qu il eſt propotc tool le Miziltere de Sa 1 Bri- 
tannique. 


S'l s'agit d'une Negociation commune, & d'une Paix Général, 
PArmiſtice doit etre ſtipule tel qu'il eſt propole au Nom du Gouverne- 


ment Frangois, & qu 11 fera de nouveau détaillé par le Souſſignẽ. 


Hereford Street, 29 Fruc. An . (Signe)  OTTo. ; 


110 Sept. SABER 


4 


the Adventagen to be derived to the French Republic from a Moſtine 
Truce are admitted; that this Truce would not be ſo eminently diſ- 
advantageous to England as her Government appears to imagine. 

The Underſigned is, in conſequence, diretted to refer to the double 
Propoſition contained in the preſent Note, 

If a ſeparate Negotiation and Peace be the Object, the Armiſtice may 
be agreed to in the Form in which it is propoſed by the DENY of 
His Britannic Majeſty, 

If a Joint Negotiation and a General Peace be the Object, the Armi- 
ſtice muſt be ſtipulated i in the Manner in which it 1s pepe in the 
Name of the French F and as it will be IUDRqUenty de- 
tailed by the Underſigned. 

(signed) 8170. 
Hereford- Street, 29 Fruc. An 8. e e 
(Sept. 16, 1800.) 


( 29 ) DEE 


(No. 29.) | Lord Grenville to M. Otto. 


Sir, Downing- Street, Sept. 20, 1800, 
1 ENCLOSE to you the Anſwer to the laſt Note which I have had 
A the Honor to receive from you. 

You will there obſerve that His Majeſty i is very far from thinking 
it proper for him to accede to the Principle which 1s again urged in 
that Note as the Foundation of a Naval Armiſtice. | 

While this fundamental Difference ſubſiſts, there can be little Reaſon 

to hope that any Advantage could ariſe from Aae the Details of 
ſuch a Meaſure. 
The Counter-Projet which I had the Honor to cranſmit to you, is 
conſidered here as going to the full Extent of Conceſſion which can 
with any Colour of Reaſon be aſked by France, or which could be ad- 
mitted by this Country, even in that View in which. alone there can 
be any Queſtion of Naval Armiſtice, 

If you are authorized to make any ſuch new Pan as ſhall be 
really conſiſtent with thoſe Principles which form the only admiſſible 
Baſis for ſuch a Tranſaction, I am confident you will not be unwil- 
ling, in a Matter of lo. much Importance, to tranſmit them io me in 
Writing. 
Should they then appear to His Majeſty's Government to ford any 
ſufficient Grounds for further Diſcuſſion of this Point, I ſhall very 
_ readily receive the King's Commands for authorizing a proper Perſon 
to converſe with you on the Subject of thoſe Communications, 

1 have the Honor 0 be, Sc. 


CRENVII LE. 


(No. 30. NOTE. 


— 


HE Note encloſed in M. Otto's Letter of the 1Gth Toſtant has 
been laid before the King. 


His Majeſty has not ſeen in "that Paper a any freſh Suggeſtions on the. 


Subject of a Naval Armiſtice which can at all vary the Anlwer tranſ. 


mitted to M. Otto on the 7th Inſtant. 
Neither His Majeſty's known Engagements to his Allies, nor his 
Deſire, ſo recently expreſſed, to contribute to the Reſtoration of gee. 


1 9 neral Tranquillity in Europe, will admit of his ſeparating his Intereſts 
from thoſe of the Powers with whom he is connected in the Proſecution 


of the War; much leſs could he entertain the Idea of conſenting, for 
ſuch a Purpoſe, to any Naval Armiſtice; a Meaſure which he has 
already declared to be totally inapplicable to a ſeparate Diſcuſſion of 


the Intereſts of Great Britain and France. 


This Propoſal being therefore one which the French Groreramest 


muſt have known that His Majefty could not accept, the ſuppoſed 
Alternative profeſſed to be offered to His Majeſty's Choice, amounts to 
nothing more than to the ſimple Renewal of a Demand already rejected. 


No freſh Inducement is ſtated which ſhould now diſpoſe His Majeſty to 
conſent to thoſe Conditions of Armiſtice for joint Negotiation which 


he had before conſidered as wholly inadmiſſible. 


From Information received fince the laſt Communications on this 
Subject took place, His Majeſty has obſerved with equal Surpriſe and 


| Concern that the Orders for giving Notice of the Termination of the 
Continental Armiſtice muſt actually have been diſpatched from Paris 
at the very Time when the Continuance of that Armiſtice was propoſed 
to His Majelty as the Condition and Inducement for a Maritime Truce. 
And if in Addition to this Circumſtance His Majeſty were to collect the _ 


preſent Diſpoſitions of his Enemies from the Terms reſpecting his 


Conduct and Views with which their recent Communications with his 
Allies are filled, the Concluſion muſt be extremely unfavourable to the 
_ Exiſtence of any Diſpoſition to Conciliation, Fn. 
His Majeſty is however ſtill willing to wave all 1 to e 
Contderations.” and to regulate his Conduct by the Motives which he 
has already explained. He ſtill looks, therefore, to a Naval Armiſtice _ 
on ſuitable Conditions, as to a Sacrifice which he may be induced W 
make in order to prevent the Renewal of Hoſtilities on the Continent, 
and thereby to facilitate thoſe joint Negotiations for General Peace 
which might perhaps be accelerated by ſach an Arrangement, although 
8 they are by no Means neceſſarily dependent on it. 


But when it is required that the Extent of the Sacrifice which ER 


Majeſty | is to make ſhould be regulated neither by any fair Standard of 
Equality, nor by the ordinary Rules which govern fuch Tranſactions; _ 


when without any Reference to the Intereſts of his own People, he is 


called upon to proportion his Conceſſions to the exaggerated Eſtimates 
which his Enemies have formed of the Benefits derived to his Allies 
from the Continental Armiſtice; and when on ſuch Grounds as theſe, 
Conditions are inliſted on which even theſe could not warrant, it be- 
comes neceſſary to ſtate diſtinctly that His Majeſty neither recognizes 

this Principle, nor, if he did, could he agree 1 in 1 this Application of it. 
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His Majeſty 1s not, "indeed; called upon to appreciate the relative 


| 1 which the Prolongation of the Continental Armiſtice might _ 
really afford to each of the Belligerent Powers. But even of thoſe 
| Circumſtances which are enumerated by the French Government as Xx 


cluſively advantageous to Auſtria, many are evidently beneficial to both 
Parties, and are fo nearly to an equal Extent. 

If during the Interval of Repoſe which has already elapſed, the 
Auſtrian Armies have been re-eſtabliſhed, recruited, and reinforced, 
France has not been inattentive to the ſame Meaſures. If the Subſidies 


which His Majeſty has furniſhed are applied by his Ally to the Form- 


ation or Tranfport of Magazines, France has appropriated to ſimilar 
Purpoſes the rigorous Contributions exacted from thoſe Countries which 


the Exiſtence of an Armiſtice has not exempted from that Calamity. 


The Places in the Rear of the Auſtrian Army may have been repaired; 


but the Pofition of the French Armies has allo been ſtrengthened, and 
even the blockaded Towns may perhaps ſuifer more from the in- 


creaſed Length of the Blockade, than they can profit by any internal | 
Meaſures for improving their Defences. 

Into other Points of Compariſon His Majeſty forbears to enter. No 
Part of the varied Succeſſes of the Continental War appear to him to 
entitle his Enemies to preſume on any Aſcendant over the Spirit of the 
Auſtrian Armies. 

But were the Aſſertions of the French Sbtetument in theſe Reſpets 
better grounded than His Majeſty conceives them to be, the Principle 
itſelf would {till be inadmiſſible. It is impoſſible that His Majeſty can 


admit that Compenſation is to be demanded from him for the Extent of 
| thoſe Advantages, whatever they might really be which his Ally might 
_ derive from the Continuance of the Armiſtice; yet even ſuch Compen- 
ation is in a great Degree offered by His Majeſty. . In conſenting to a 
Naval Armiſtice on ſuch Terms as have already been acceded to on His 

Maj vey. s Part, he has made conſiderable Sacrifices, and placed within 
"the 2each of his Enemies great and obvious Advantages which their 
| Repreſentation in vain endeavours to depreciate, he has thereby given 
to all Europe a ſtrong Pledge of his Concern for the general Welfare, 


and ro his Enemies a acide Proof of pacific Diſpoſition. 
But to yield to the preſent Demand would be to ſacrifice thoſe Means 


_of preſent Defence, and thoſe Pledges of future Security which have 
been acquired by ſuch great and memorable Efforts, and which he 
can never be expected to forego till the Reſult of thoſe Negotiations, 
in which he has declared his Readineſs to concur, ſhall have crowned 
his Endeavours for the Happinels of his People by the Reſtoration of 
ſafe and honour: able Peace. 4 


33 (signed) GRENVILLE, 
Downing-Street, Sept. 20, 1800, . 


* —_ —]]—— — _ | 
: 
$ 1.8 
£5 
4 
4 Ri 
* 
» 
* 
o 
” 
. 
1 
- 
* 
ry 
— 
* 
£ 
* 
* 
. 
» 
* 
240 
, 
* 
1 
| 
* 
» 
2 
. 
. 
*. 
. 
- 
1 
. 
* 
. 
. 
„ 
| . 
i 
i 
o 
q 
« 
o - 
% 
, 
. 
0 
* 
„ 
7 
« 
. 
? 4 
. 
: 
7 : 
7 


rr i < - -  H I 


(No. 3 I.) 


Londres, le 4 Jour Compl. An 8, 
Milord, _.-* (21 Sept. 1800.) 

Al regu Hier à 10 Heures du Soir la Lettre et la Note que Votre 

Excellence m'a fait l'Honneur m' adreſſer, et j'y ai vu avec le plus 

vif Regret que Sa Majeſte et Son Miniſtere ne ſont pas encore diſpoſẽs 


A acceder aux Principes de Conciliation renfermes dans la Note que 
F ai eu 'Honneur de Vous remettre le 16 de ce Mois. 


Ce n'eſt pas ſeulement pour diſcuter ces Principes, mais pour pro- 
poſer a a Votre Excellence de nouveaux Moyens de Raprochement que 
J. 'ai cru devoir lui demander une Entrevue par ma Lettre du 16; et 


j'avais tout Lieu d'eſpẽrer que les Explications dans leſquelles je 
ſervis entre auraient pu efficacement lever les Difficultés qui 8 9 | 
encore à la Concluſion d'un Armiſtice General. 


Vous deſiréz, Milord, que je vous donne ces Explications par ccrit. 
Elles portent ſur deux Points, qui dans Votre premiere Note ſont re- 
preſentes comme les plus importans: Le Mouvement des Eſcadres de 


la Republique pendant * Armiſtice et le Sort des Allics de la e 
Bretagne. 


Je ſuis autoriſe à conſentir que les Vaiſſeaux de Ligne F rangais ne 


ſortent Point des Ports vu ils fe trouvent actuellement, et fi Sa  Majeſte 


inſiſte a faire comprendre ſes Allies dans Armiſtice propoſe, Je pour- : 
rai encore conſentir a les faire j Jouir des n memes Avantages a ceux de 


la Rẽpublique. 


Les Intentions du Premier Conſul 15 trouvent de nouveau Detaillces 


Gans le Projet que J'ai l' Honneur de Vous adreſſer ci-joint, et pour ne | 


pas differer une Communication de cette Importance, Je remets à un 


autre Moment la W que je dois a la Note de Votre Ex- 5 
cellence. 6 


J: obſerverai ſeulement que quand meme VArmiſtice 3 eut 


Ei rompu dans cet Intervalle, il ſeroit facile le faire reprendre aux 
Armẽes reſpectives leurs anciennes Poſitions dans le Cas ot Sa Ma- 
jeſte accederoit aux dernières Propoſitions qui lui ſont faires, | 


# al Honneur d' etre, c. - | 
Genc orro. 
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(No. 31.) Tranſlation, 


London, the 4th Complimentary Day, Year 8. 
(Sept. 21, 1900. } 
My Lo; 
1 RECEIVED Yelterday-s at Tei &Clock i at Night, the Letter and the 
Note which your Excellency did me the Honor to addreſs to me; and 
I have learnt from them with the deepeſt Regret, that His Majeſty and 
his Miniftry are not yet diſpoſed to accede to the Principles of 
_ Conciliation contained in the Note which I had the Honor to tranſmit 
to you on the 16th of this Month. 

It was not merely with a View to  diſeuls thoſe Principles, bur ! in 
order to propoſe to your Excellency freſh Means of Reconciliation, 
that I felt it my Duty to requeſt, in my Letter of the 16th, to have an 
Interview with you; and I had every Reaſon to hope that the Expla- 
nations into which I ſhould have entered would effectually have 
obviated the Difficulties which are ſtill 060m to the Concluſion of: 
the General Armiſtice. 

Jou defire, my Lord, that l mould give you thoſe Explanations i in 
Writing. They relate to two Points, which in your firſt Note are 
repreſented as being the moſt important: The Power of altering the 
Politions of the Squadrons of the Republic during the Armiltice, and 
che Fate of the Allies of Great Britain. 

41 am authorized to conſent that the French Skips of the Line ſhall 
not go out of the Harbours where they are at preſent; and if His 

Majeſty inſiſts upon his Allies being included in the propoſed Armiſtice, 
J am authorized alſo to conſent that ry ſhould ener: the Tame Advan- | 


0 tages as thoſc of the Republic. 


The Intentions of the Firtt Conſul are anew Jerafled in the Projet 
which J have herewith the Honor to encloſe; and in order not to delay 
a Communication of ſuch Importance, 1. deter vail another eee 
nity my Anſwer to your Excellency's Note. 
1 ſhall only obſerve, that even if the Auftrian Anmnifice ſhould have 

been broken in this Interval, it would be ealy to make the reſpective 
Armies reſume their former Poſitions in the Event of His Majeſty's 
acceding to the laſt Propoſals which have been made to him. 4 have 
the Honor to be, with che mo oſt reſpectful Conbderation, Kc. 


(signed) oro. 


(No. 32.) FP ROIET. 


ATTENDU Gu il eſt convenu que des Negociations pour une Paix 


General ſeront immẽdiatement entamees entre la République Fran- 


gaiſe & ſes Allies d'une Part, & Sa Majeſtc Imperiale, Sa Majeſte 
Britannique, & leurs Allies, de l'autre, & que V' Armiſtice qui a deja ere 
conclu entre les Armes de la Republique Frangaiſe & celles de Sa 


Majeſté Imperiale peut-&re prorogé fi un Armiſtice Equivalent eſt 


conclu entre les Forces de la Republique Frangaiſe & celles de Sa Ma- 


jeſté Bricannique, les deux Gouvernemens ont arreic de conclure le 


dit Armiltice aux Sauen ſoivantes: 2 


Article I. 


Toutes Hoſtilits par 1 9 & par Mer entre les deux Parties ſeront 


ſuſpendues & ne ſcront renouvellices qu'apres une Notification prealable 
d'un Mois avant la Fin de I'Armiſtice, Dans toutes les Parties du 
Monde VArmiſtice ne pourra Etre rompu que par l'Ordre meme des 
Gouvernemens Contractants, & les Hoſtilites ne pourront recommencer 


qu'un Mois apres la Notification qui aura été faite par le General ou 


Officier commandant de une des deux Nations a celui de Vautre 


Auel II. 


5 1 ſera ite diatement envoyẽ par les deux Gouvernemens des Ordres 
aux Officiers Commandants dans les differentes Parties du Monde pour 
qu'ils ſe conforment à cette Convention. On donnera des Paſſeports 


aux Aviſos qui porteront ces Ordres, et les Officiers de Sa Majeſté 


8 Britannique qui traverſeront la France pour cet Objet recevront les 


ſaufs Conduits & les F acilitẽs nẽcẽſſaires pour acc lerer leur ee 


Article UI. 


Toutes les Priſes faines dans aucunes des Parties du Monde pendant 
| FA Durée de V Armiſtice, par aucun Officier ayant actuellement regu la 
Notification de cette Convention ſeront reſtituees. Et en general (que 


cette Notification ait été faite ou non) toutes les Priſes faites dans la 


Manche ou dans les Mers du Nord après douze Jours à compter de 

VEchange des Ratifications de cette Convention ſeront rendues, et à 
cet Egard les Termes ſeront fixes pour les autres Parties du Monde 
conformement aux Stipulations du 22 Article des Preliminaires de la 
derniere Paix; d'od il reſulte qu'z compter du Jour du dit Echange tous 


| Batimens de Commerce de l'une ou de l'autre Nation pourront ſe1 mettre 
en Mer et naviguer librement comme avant a Guerre. 


Article IV. 


Malthe et F ſeront aſlimiltes aux Places d' Allemagne qui 
quoique bloquees par VArmee Frangaiſe ont été appellees a jouir 
du Bencfice de Þ Armiſtice Continental. [1 tera fourn1 a Malthe pour 

quinze Jours de Vivres à la Fois et & Raiſon, de dix milles Rations par 
Jour, Pour I'Egy pte, Six Fregates Frangaiſes pourront partir du Port 


de Toulon, debarquer a a Alexandrie, et en revenir lans qu elles puiſſent 


etre 
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(No. 32.) Tranſlation, 


PROJET. 


JN Contder tien of its having been agreed that Negotiations for 4 
General Peace ſhall be immediately opened between the French Re- 


public and its Allies on one Side, and His Imperial Majeſty, His Bri- 


tannic Majeſty, and their Allies, on the other Side e; and that the Ar- 


miſtice which has already been concluded between the Armies of the 


French Republic and choſe of His Imperial Majeſty may be prolonged, 
if an equivalent Armiſtice ſhould be concluded between the Forces 


of the French Republic and thoſe of His Britannic Majeſty, the Two 
_ Governments have agreed to conclude the faid Armiſtice upon the Jo 
lowing oa = 


Article A 
All Hoſtilities borh by Sea and Land between the Two Nations fall 


| by ſuſpended, and ſhall not be renewed until after a Month' s Notifica- 
tion prior to the End of the Armiſtice, In all Parts of the World the 


Armiſtice ſhall not be broken without the expreſs Order of the contract- 


ing Governments ; and Hoſtilities ſhall not be renewed until a Month 
after the Notification which may have been given by the General or 
_ Commanding Officer of one of the wo. Nations co chat of che other 
Nation. 


Article U. 
Orders mall be immediately tranſmitted by the two Governments 


to the Commanding Officers in the ſeveral Parts of the World, direct- 
ing them to act in Conformity with this Convention. Paſſports mall 
be given to the Perſons who ſhalt carry out theſe Orders; and the Of- 
ficers of His Britannic Majeſty who ſhall travel through France for 
this Purpoſe ſhall receive Safe- Conducts and che neceſſary. F acilities for 
accelerating their . 


3 III. 
All Prizes made in any Pare of the World, during the ee | 


of the Armiſtice, by any Officer having actually recelved the Notifica- 


tion of this Convention, ſhall be reſtored. And generally (whether 


this Notification ſhall have been made or not) all Prizes made in the 

Channel, or in the North Seas, after twelve Days, to be computed from 
the Exchange of the Ratifications of this Convention, ſhall be reſtored ; 
and, in Regard to this Object, the Terms ſhall be fixed for the other 
Parts of the Word conformably to the Stipulations of the 22d Article 

of the Preliminaries of the laſt Peace; whence it reſults, that, comput= _ 

ing from the Day of the ſaid Exchange, all Trading Veſſels of either 
Nation ſhall have the Power of putting out co o Ses, and of navigating 
ee as before the War. 


| te Iv. Sar | 
Malta and Egypt mall be aſſimilated to the places in Germany, which, 


although blockaded by the French Army, have been permitted to enjoy 
the Benefit of the Continental Armiſtice. Malta ſhall be furniſhed with 
Proviſions for fifteen Days at a Time, at the Rate of ten thouſand Rations _ 
per Diem. With Regard to Egypt, fix French Frigates ſhall have the 


Liberty of ne from ren of unlading at Alexandria, and of re- 


turning e 


8 33 . 


ta) 


Etre vilitees et as au” aucun 1 Empechement puiſſe etre mis à Ker 
traverſce ſoit par les Vaiſſeaux Anglais ſoit par ceux des Alliés de la 
Grande Bretagne. Un Officier Parlementaire Anglais s'embarquera A 

cer Effet ſur une des Fregates et traverſera la France pour ſe rendre à 


| Touloi. 


Article V. 
Is Blocus de Breſt, de Toulon, et de tout autre Port Francais ſera 


eve, et tous les Capitaines Britanniques recevront Vinſtruttion de ne 


pas interrompre le Commerce de tout Batiment entrant ou ſortant. 


Cependant aucun Vaiſſeau de Ligne à deux et trois Rangs de Batterie 


actuellement mouille dans les ſuſdits Ports ne pourra en ſortir avant 
le Renouvellement des Hoſtilités pour prendre une autre Station: 
Mais les Fregates, Corvettes, et autres petits Batiments de Guerre 
pourront librement ſortir et naviguer, et lorſqu'ils ſe rencontreront en 
Mer avec les Vaiſſeaux de Sa Majeſte Britannique, ils conſerveront les 


Uſages Senblis avant la Guerre. 


Article VI. 


Les Troupes de Terre à la Solde de Sa Maj eſte Britannique ne 
pourront debarquer aas aucun Port d'Italie pendant la Duree du 


: preſent Armiſtice, 


Article VII. 
Les Allies de la France: ſavoir, rande la Republique Batave, 


et Genes participeront au Benefice du preſent Armiſtice. (St Sa Majeſté 
Britannique inſiſte à faire comprendre ſes Allies dans VArmillice, 118 
Jouiront des memes | Avantages que ceux de la France. . 


Article VIII 


1a Festen Convention ſera ratifice, et les Ratifications ſeront 


| Echangees dans le Terme de dix Jours ov plutot s'il eſt poſſible. 


ns "Hanford: "THOR 23 Sept. 1800. 
Milord, . ) oY Vendemiaire, An . 5 


41 P 7 SOBER Fadrefſer 3 | Votre Excellence la Reponſe a la Note | 
 queelle a bien voulu me tranſmettre le 20 de ce Mois. Je vous 


prie d'agreer en mEme Tems I Hommage des Sentiments reſpectueux 
avec e leſquels )) ai Hoaneur d'ètre, 


Milord, 
De V otre Excellence, 


Le très humble et tres obeiſſant Servireur 


C 


(5.351 
turting without being fearched; and without ſuffering any Oppoſition 
during their Paſſage, either from Engliſh Ships or from thole of the 
Allies of Great Britain. An E Ingliſn OKcer of Rank ſhall for this Pur- 


poſe embark on board one of the krigates, and ſhall travel through 
France on his Way to Toulon. 


Article V. 


The Blockade of Brel l, of Toulon, and of every other French 
Port, ſhall be raiſed; and ail Britiſh Captains ſhall receive Inſtructions 
not to interrupt the Trade of any Veſſel either entering therein or go- 
| ing out thereof, No Ship of the Line, however, of two or three Decks, 
actually at Anchor in the ſaid Ports, ſhall be at Liberty to go out be- 
fore the Renewal of Hoſtilities, for the Purpoſe of changing its Station 
. Frigates, Sloops, and other ſmall Ships of War, may freely go out 
and navigate, and in the Event of their meeting at Sea with Ships be- 
longing to His Britannic Majeſty, they ſhall obferve the Cuſtoms 
eſtabliſhed before he War. 


Article VI. 


The Land Forces in the Pay of His Britannic Majeſty ſhall not have 
the Power of diſembarking in any Port ot Italy during the Continuance 
of the preſent Armiſtice. i 
-.- Article VII. 7 | 
The Allies of France, namely, Spain, the Batavian Republic, and 
Genoa, ſhall participate in the Benefit of the preſent Armiſtice, (If 


IIis Britannic gr any inſiſt upon including his Allies in the Armiſtice, 
they ſhall enjoy the lame Advantages wich thoſe of Feine! | 


Article VIII. 


The 8 Convention hall be ratified, and the Ratifications mall 8 
be CES in the Space of ten Days, Or r Tooner if it ſhould be 
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(No. 33) : Traadation. 


Y Hereford- Street, Sept. 23, 1800. 
oo. My Land t Vendemialte, 3. 
5 1 HAVE the Hongr to addreſs to > your Ex xcellency the Anſwer to the 


. Note which you had the Goodneſs to tranſmit to me on the 20th ot 
this Month. 


1 beg that you would at the ſame Time accept 1 Homage of thoſe | 
Sentiments ot Reſpect with whi ch 1 zave the Honor to be, cc. 


(Signed) ' OTTO. 5 


— ——_— 
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hs 34.9 NOTE. 


ANS tout le Cours de la Negociation dont le Souſſigné a Et6 

chargé, il a eu Lieu de régretter que le Dẽfaut de Communi- 
cations plus Arectes avec le Miniſtète de Sa Majeſte J'ait mis dans 
i leopoſſioilite de donner A ſes Ouvertu:es Officielles les DEvelopemens 
necehnires. Le Reivitat de ſes dernieres Communications, auxquclles 


repoad la Note qu'il a eu PHonnevr de recevoir le 20 de ce Mois, rend 
cer In conveniént bicn plus ſenſible encore. 


E 4 premiere Partie de cette Note paraiſſant mettre en Doute la Sin. 5 
cerite des Diipoſitions du Gouvernement Frangais d'entamer des Ne- 
gociations pour une Paix Ginerale, le Souſſigne doit entrer à ce Sujet 5 
dans quelques Details, qur puſteficront pleinement la Conduite du Pre- 


mier Conſul. 


L' Alternative propot ſce d'une Paix ſeparte dans le Cas od Sa Majeſts 
n ”agrceralt pas les enditions d'un Armiſtice General, loin de devoiler 


vn Defaut de Sincérité, fournit au contraire Ja Preuve la plus forte des 
| Diſpoſitions conciliantes du Premier Conſul; elle eſt une Conſẽquence 
neéceſſaire de la Déclaration faite par le Soulgne le 4 de ce Mois. En 
Effet, il a ev PHonneur de prevenir le Minittere Britannique, Que 
ce {| cet Armiſtice n'eſt pas conclu avant le 11 Septembre, les Hoſti- 
e lités auront été recommencees avec Autriche, et que dans ce Cas 
je Premier Conſul ne pourra plus conſentir 2 'Egard de cette Puiſ- 
0 ce, g une Paiv ſeparbe et complete.” Cet Armiſtice n'a pas etc 


conclu a I Epoque Indiguee ; 11 crtoit done naturel de s attendre even- 


tuellement à une Paix /eparee avec Aulriche, et dans le meme Hypo- 
_ theſe i une Paix Egalement /eparte avec ia Grande Bretagne, à moins 
qu'on ne penſe que les Calamites qui accablent depuis hut Annces une 


grande Partie de l'Europe doivent ſe perpetuer, et r'avoir d'autre 


_ Terme que la Deſtruc -tion totale de Pune des Fuiflanges Belli- | 
rene : 


Ce n'eſt donc pas ts Gouvernement Francais qui propoſe A 8a Ma- 


jeſtè de ſcparer ſes Interets de ceux de ſes Allices, mais ayant vaine- 
ment tente de les reunir dans un Centre commun, et les trouvant ſe- 
parés de fait par le Refus de VAngleterre de dépoſer ſur VAutel de la 
Paix quelques Avantages particuliers, dont la France avait deja fait le 


Sacrifice, le Premier Conſul a donne une nouvelle Preuve de ſes Diſ- 


Poſitions en indiquant un autre Moyen de Conciliation qu le Cours 
des Evenemens amenera tor ou tard. 


Conformẽ ment à VAvis que le Souſſigns a dong le 4 oe ce Mois, on 


a notificen Effet la Ceſſation de V Armiſtice Continental & 'Epoque qui 
avait été fixee; mals le Contre-Projet du Miniftere Bricannique, expedie 


par le Souſſigné le 8 de ce Mois, eranc arrive à Paris le 10, et Sa Ma- 
jeſlé Imperiale ayant paru convaincue que Son Allié ne ſe refuſerait 

point L un Armiſtice admiſſible, le Premier Conſul s'eſt decide de 
nouveau à faire retarder de huit Jours la Repriſe des Hoftilites. 
Les Ordres ont ere expedies ſur le Champ aux Armees d'Allemagne et 

Ty ltalie, et dans le Cas ou ces Ordres fuſſent arrives trop tard dans cette 
dernicre Contree, et qu'à la Suite de quelque Operation Militaire, les 
Gencraux Francais euſſent eu quelques Succès, 11 leur Ctait ordonne de 


reprendre la Poſition qu'ils occupaient le Jour meme du Renouvclle- : 
ment des Hoſtilités. 


Le 
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NOTE. 


URING the whole Courſe of the Negotiation with which the 
Underſigned has been charged, he has had Caule to regret that 
the Want of more direct Communications with His Majeſty's Miniftry, 
has rendered it impoſſible for him to give to his Official Overtures 
the neceſſary Explanations. This Inconvenience is rendered ſtill more 
ſtriking by the Reſult of his laſt Communications, to which the Note 
which he had the Honor to receive on the 20th of this Mont: is an 
Anſwer. 
Ihe firſt Part of this Note appearing to intimate a Doubt relveSing 
the Sincerity of the Diſpoſitions of the French Government to begin 
Neyotiations for a General Peace, the Underſigned cannot avoid en- 
tering into ſome Details upon this Subject, which will fully Juſtify the 
Conduct of the Firſt Conſul. 

The propoled Alternative of a ſeparate Peace, in the Event of His 
M j-ſty's not accepting the Conditions for a General Armiſtice, far from 
_evincinga Want of Sincerity, furniſhes, on the contrary, the ſtrongeſt 
Proof of the conciliatory Diſpoſitions of the Firſt Conſul: It is a neceſſary 
Conſequence of the Declaration made by the Underſigned the 4th of 
this Month. In Effect, he has had the Honor to apprize the Britiſh 
Miniſtry © That if that Armiſtice be not concluded before the 11th of 
September, Hoſtilities i have been renewed with Auſtria, and that 

cc in that Caſe the Firſt Conſul will 10 longer be able, with Regard 18 
ce this Power, to conſent to any except a ſeparate and complete Peace.” _ 
That Armiltice was not concluded at the Date fixed upon; it was 
therefore natural eventually to expect a ſeparate Peace with Auſtria, and, 
according to the fame Suppoſition, a Peace in like Manner ſeparate 
with Great Britain, unleſs it is thought that the Calamities with which 
a great Part of Europe has been for eight Years paſt oppreſſed, ſhould 
be continued without other Hope of Termination than that of the 
complete Deſtruction of one of the Belligerent Powers. 

It is not therefore the French Government which propoſes to His | 
Majeſty to ſeparate his Intereſts from thoſe of his Allies; but having 
in vain attempted to unite them in a common Center, and finding 


them ſeparated in Fa# by the Refuſal of England to lay down on the 


Altar of Peace ſome ſpecial Advantages of which France had already 
made a Sacrifice, the Firſt Conſul has given a freſh Proof of his Diſ- 
poſitions, by pointing out another Means of Reconciliation which the | 
Courſe of Events will bring about ſooner or later. 
In Conformity with the Advice which the Uaderſigned hall wank - 
mitted on the 4th of this Month, Notification was given of the Ceſſation 
of the Continental Armiſtice at the Term which had been fixed upon, 
but the Counter-Projet of the Britiſh Miniſtry, diſpatched by the 
Underſigned upon the 8th of this Month, having reached Paris on the 
10th, and His Imperial Majeſty having appeared to be convinced that 


bis Ally would not withhold his Conſent to an admiſſible Armiltice, the 


Firſt Conſul determined again to retard for eight Days the Renewal of 
Hoſtilities. Orders were immediately diſpatched to the Armies of 


Germany and Italy, and in the Event of thoſe Orders arriving too late 


in the laſt mentioned Country, and of the French Generals having 
obtained Succeſles in Conſequence of any Military Operation, they are 
ordered to reijume that Poſition which they oc cupied on che Proclte le 
Day on which Hoſtilities were recommenced. 


The 5 
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Le ſimple expoſe de ces F alts ſuira ſans Doute pour demontrer que 
le Gouvernement Francais n'a jamais pu avoir Intention de maſquer 
par des Négociations ſimulces une nouvelle Attaque contre FAutriche, 
et qu'au contraire 1] a apporte dans toute cette Négociation la Fran- 
chiſe, la Loyautc, qui teules peuvent aſſurer le Rôtabliſiement de la 
Tranquillité générale que Sa Majeſte et fon. Minittère ont tant 
à-Cœur. 

En vain chercheroit on les Preuves d'une e Intention contraire dans 
quelques Expreſſions reſermées dans les Communications 8 85 
du e e Meg 1s avec les Allies de Sa Majeſtée S'ils 
fait ſurtout d'une des dernières Lettres éerites à Monſicur le Baron dc 
Tbuęut, que le Souſligne aurait pu communiquer lui-meme $'1] en eut 
trouve! Occaſion, cette Lettre prouverait que ie Gouvernement Fran- 
Cais, toujours Ami de la Paix, n'a paru le plaindre des Intentions de la 
Grande | rctagne, que parcequ't] avait tout Lieu de les croire con- 
traires à un Syiteme folide de Pacification. 

Le Souſſigné n'eſt entre dans ces Hetails que parcequ'à la veille des 
Negac! ations qui pourraient etre entamces, il importe aux 'onleils des 
deux Puiſſances d'erre rec! proquement convaincus de la Sincerite de 
leurs Int entions, et que VOpinion qu'ils peuvent avoir de cette Sin- 
ccrice, eſt le Seul Garant du 9 s des Négoclations. 

Quand au ſecond Point de la Note que le Souſſigné a eu I Honor 
de recevoir, il doit ſe referer a fa Lettre du 16, par Jaquelle il a prevenu 
Son Excellence Lord Grenville qu'il était charge de donner des Expli- 
cations ſatisfaiſantes touchant les principales Objections du Gouverne- 
ment Britannique A l'Armiſtice propoſe, en le priant inftamment de fa- 

ciliter des Communications verbales avec le Miniſtère. Ill Etait done 

difficile de croire que le Gouvernement Frangais sten tiendrait ſans 
aucune Modijication a ſes premières Ouvertures, car dans ce Cas il eut 

Etẽ trés-inutile de tolliciter une Entrevy UC POUr donner des Explications 

 fatisfaiſantes. 

En parlant des Conpentatians requiſes pour faire cadrer Þ Armiſtice 
Naval avec la Treve Continentale, le Miniſtere de Sa Majeſté trouve 
qu'il y a de V' Exageration dans la Balance Etablie par le Gouvernement 

PFrangais; unt Diſcuſſion formelle ſur cet Objet ſerait ſans Doute dé- 
Placer, Apres les Succes varies d' une Guerre qui a produit tant 


__d'Evenemeis extraordinaires, il eſt difficile de douter de V'influence 


morale de ces Evenemens ſur les Armées, ſur les Peuples, fur les Gou- 
vernemens eux-mèmes; et les InduCtions que l'on peut en tirer dans le 
Moment actuel paraiſſent juſtifier l' Opinion que le Souſſignè a cru de- 
voir manifeſter. S'il y a de l'Exagération dans cette Opinion, elle eſt 
| Partagee par les Ennemiis de la Republique eUX-MEMEs, qui ont tout 
_ employe pour prolonger la Treve, et qui ne fe font fait aucun Scrupule 
de ſe ſervir meme de la Voie des Negociations ſimulées pour gagner du 
Tonis. Les Preliminaires, ſignes par M. le Comte de St. Julien et déſ- 
ay oues par Sa Cour, en ſont un Example mémorable, et il faut bien 
que la Continuation de PArmiſtice Continental ſoit un Sacrifice pour : 
la 5 El on a tout fait pour le gl arracher. 


Mais 5 
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The ſimple Relation of theſe Facts will without Doubt be ſufficient to 
prove that the French Government never can have intended to cover, by 
pretended Negotiations, a freſh Attack upon Auſtria z and that, on the 
contrary, it has acted throughout this Negotiation with that F rankneſs 
and Loyalty which can alone enſure that Re- eſtabliſnment of general 
Tranquillity which His Majeſty and his Miniſtry have ſo much at Heart. 
It would be in vain to look for Proofs of a contrary Intention in ſome 
Expreſſions contained in the Official Communications of the French 
Government to the Allies of His Majeſty, More eſpecially if ſuch 

Proofs were attempted to be drawn from one of the laſt Letters written 
to Baron Thugut, which the Underſigned might have communicated 
himſelf, if he had found an Opportunity; that Letter would prove that 
the French Government, always a Friend to Peace, appeared to com- 
plain of the Intentions of Great Britain only becauſe it had every Reaſon 
to believe them contrary to a ſolid Syſtem of Pacification” © _ 
The Underſigned has entered into theſe Details only becauſe, on the 
Eve of Negotiations which may be entered upon, it is of Importance 
to the Councils of the two Powers to be reciprocally convinced of the 
| Sincerity of their Intentions, and becaule the Opinion which they may 
have of that Sincerity is the only Pledge for the Succeſs of the Ne- 
gotiations. nw FFF 

With Reſpect to the ſecond Point in the Note which the Underſigned 
has had the Honor of receiving, he is to refer to his Letter of the 16th, 
in which he informed his Excellency Lord Grenville that he was di- 
rected to give ſatisfactory Explanations relative to the principal Objec— 
tions of the Britiſh Government to the propoſed Armiſtice, and en- 
treated him, at the ſame Time, to facilitate the Means of verbal 

Communications with the Miniſtry. It was therefore difficult to believe 
that the French Government would adhere, without any Modification, to 
its firſt Overtures; for, in that Cale, it would have been quite uſeleſs 

to ſolicit for an Interview, in order to give ſatisfactory Explanations, 

n ſpeaking of the Compenſations requilite, in order to place the 
Naval Armiſtice upon a Footing with the Continental Truce, His Ma- 
Jeſty's Miniſtry think that there is ſome Preponderance in the Balance 
ſettled by the French Government; a formal Diſcuſſion upon this Point 
would undoubtedly be diſplaced, After the various Succeſſes of a 
War which has produced ſo many extraordinary Events, it is difficult 
to doubt of the moral Influence of thoſe Events upon Armies, upon 

Nations, upon Governments themſelves, and the Deductions which may 
be drawn from it at preſent, appear to juſtify the Opinion which the 
Underſigned has felt it his Duty to ſtate, If there be any Exaggeration 

in this Opinioa, it is ſhared with the Enemies of the Republic them- 
ſelves, who have employed every Effort to prolong the Truce, and Who 
have not ſcrupled to uſe the Means of pretended Negotiations in order 
to gain Time. The Preliminaries ſigned by the Count de St. Julien, 
and diſavowed by his Court, are a memorable Example of this; and 
the Prolongation of the Continental Armiſtice muſt neceſſarily be con- 
ſidered as a Sacrifice on the Part of the Republic, ſince every Effort 
has been employed to extort its Conſent to it. VF 5 


5 ces 4 Diſpolitions pres de ſon Gouvernement. 


Hereford- Street, 220 Septembre 1800. 
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Mais en admettant mème l' Exiſtence de ce Sacrifice le Miniſtere de 
Sa Majeſté declare formellement que l'on ne ſauraiĩt exiger de lui un 
Sacrifice analogue.—Il n'appartient certainement pas A la France de 


Juger juſqu'a quel Point les Engagemens pris par Sa Majeſté envers ſes 


Allies peuvent gener ſes Diſpolitions à cet Egard, mais le Droit de la 


France de demander le Prix du Sacrifice qu Elle a fait, et qu'Elle eſt 


encore prete à faire, parait inconteſtable. Le Premier Conſul a donnẽ 


à Europe des Gäges reiteres de ſes Diſpoſitions pacifiques, il n'a ceſſẽ 
de les manifeſter envers les Cabinets interefſes dans cette Lutte, et 
quand meme fa Moderation releverait les Eſperances des Ennemis du 


Gouvernement Frangais, Elle ſera toujours Tunique Guide de ſes 
Actions. 
Malgrẽé cette Disttence 4400 la Matidic: de konte plufieurs 
Queſtions acceſſoires, et Preliminaires de la Pacification projettee, Je 


| Souſſigne doit ſe feliciter de trouver dans toutes les Communications 


u'il a eu IHonneur de recevoir juſqu'ici les meme Aſſurances des 


Diſpoſitions de Sa Majeſté de travailler au Retablifſement de la Tran- 


quillite de! Europe; et il ne négligera aucune Occaſion de faire valoir 


(Signet) = OTTO. 


A Vendem. An 9 * 
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But even whilſt His Majeſty's Miniſtry admit the Exiſtence of this 
Sacrifice, they formally declare that an analogous Sacrifice cannot be 
expected to be made on the Part of His Majeſty. It certainly does not 
become France to judge how far His Majeſty's Engagements with his 
Allies may counteract his Inclination in this Reſpect ; but France ap- 


pears to have certainly an undoubted Right to demand the Price of the 


Sacrifice which ſhe has made, and which ſhe is ſtill willing to make. 
The Firſt Conſul has given to Europe repeated Pledges of his pacific 
Diſpoſitions ; he has never ceaſed manifeſting them to the Cabinets in- 
tereſted in this Conteſt; and even although the Hopes of the Enemies 
of the French Republic ſhould be excited by his Moderation, it ſhall 
- always be the ſole Guide of his Aion) nnntn ne 
__ Notwithſtanding this Difference in the Manner of viewing ſeveral 
Queſtions acceſſory and preliminary to the propoſed Pacification, the 
Underſigned cannot but congratulate himſelf on finding, in all the 
Communications which he has hitherto had the Honor of receiving, 
the ſame Aſſurances of His Majeſty's Diſpoſition to employ his Efforts 
towards the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Tranquillity of Europe; and he 
will neglect no Opportunity of placing this Diſpoſition in its ſtrongeſt 
Light to his Government. jj%%%ͤͤé⅛t⅛ 8 
Hereford-Street, Sept. 22, 1800, „ 9 85 
(I Vendemiaire, Year 9.) 
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(No. 35.7 5.) NOTE. 


13 Grenville preſedts his Compliments to M. Otto, and has the 
Honor to ſend him herewith the official Anſwer to his Communi- 
cation of the 23d Inſtant. 


He requeſts M. Otto to accept the Aſſurances of his  bigh Con- 
fideration. 


Downing-Stree:, Sept. 25, 1800. 


(No. 36.) NOTE. 


JT i IS by no Means the Wiſh of the Britiſh Government to clot a 


written Controverſy on the Circumſtances to which the firſt Part of 
M. Otto's Note of the 23d Inſtant principally relates: It is however 
neceſſary, in order to vindicate the Accuracy of the former Statement 


which the Underſigned was directed to make, that the Dates of thoſe. 
Facts ſhould, in Reply to M. Otto's Note, be more particularly de- 


tailed ; but this will be gone without again any fieſh Comment upon 


them. 


The firſt Propoſal made to His Majeſty, on the part of France, for 
a Naval Armiſtice grounded on that of the Continent, was dated on 


the 24th of Auguſt. 


The Notices "for terminating the Continental Armiſtice were 3 


by the French Generals on the 27th and 29th of Auguſt; the Orders 


tor that Purpoſe mult therefore have been actually ſent from Paris be- 


| fore the 24th. 


His Majeſty's Anſwer v was cont by the Underſigned to M. Otto 


on the agtb, the very Day on which the ſaſh of the Notices was given 
in Germany. That Anſwer referred to the Auſtrian Armiſtice as ſtill 
exiſting; and it was not till the 4th of September that the firſt Intima- 
tion was received here of the Meaſures taken! in Germany for giving 


Notice of its Termination. 
Wich reſpect to the Letter of M. Talleyrand to the Baron de Thugut, 


to which M. Otto refers, it was alſo dated the 24th Auguſt. The £ 
French Government, ſo far from being at that Time entitled to con- 

ſider Bis Majeſty's Intentions as hoſtile to the Re-eſtabliſhment of a 
ſolid Sytem of Pacification, was then actually in Poſſeſſion of the No- 
tification given in His Majeſty's Name, through His Ally, of his Rea- 
dineſs to concur in immediate Negotiations for that very Purpoſe. 


It will be with real Pleaſure that His Majeſty will fee the Concluſions 
which appeared to him to reſvlt from theſe Facts diſproved by the 


Event. The beſt Evidence which the French Govern zent can now 


give of the Sincerity of its Diſpoſitions for Peace, will be found in the 


Facilities it may afford for expediting both the Commencement and 


the ſucceſsful Termination of that Negotiation into which the Kin 


and His ay the Emperor of Germany have already expreſſed then 


11 Nngneſs 
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Willingneſs to enter, and which can alone, by a general and compre- 
henſive Arrangement of the Intereſts of all the Parties concerned in 
this extenſive War, afford to Europe the 188 of lolid and permanent 
Tranquillity. 

With reſpect to the ſuppoſed Caſe, in which it is ſtated, that France 
would not agree to treat with Auſtria but for a ſeparate Peace, the For- 
tune of War can alone decide on the Means of realizing ſuch a Pre- 


tenſion, but whenever it ſhall be inſiſted on by France, after the Expe- _ 


rience of what has already paſſed, it will afford to all other Powers, 
not a Preſumption only, but the painful and decided Conviction, that the 
French Government has no real Deſire to put a final and concluſive 
Period to the Calamities of Europe. No Man who conſiders the paſt 
Events of this Conteſt with Attention, or who is capable of Jae | 
with Accuracy of the preſent Situation of Affairs, can believe that if 
the preſent War is to be terminated only by a Succeſſion of ſeparate 
Treaties between the different Powers now engaged in it, any permanent 
or ſolid Baſis of general Tranquillity could be eſtabliſhed. 
As His Majeſty has, in Compliance with M. Otto's Wiſhes, autho- 
rized a proper Perſon to confer, with him reſpecting the different Pro- 
poſals for a Naval Armiſtice, it is unneceſſary to add any Thing here on 
that Subject. This Step affords a new Proof of His Majeſty's Diſpo- 
ſitions to lend himſelf to every reaſonable Facility which can contribute 
to a General Pacification, and every Part of His agen 8 Conduct 
| will be found CORrormaule to thoſe Diſpoſitions. 


Downing: Street, Sept, 25, 1800, 


(No. 3. 8 NOTE. 


Downing-Street, Sept. 24, 1800. 


LED Grenville preſents bis Compliments to M. Otto, and has 


— the Honor to acquaint him, that, in conſequence of his Deſire for 
an Opportunity of converſing with a Perſon of Confidence on the Part 


of this Government reſpecting the different Propoſals which have been 


made as to the Conditions of a Naval Armiſtice, His Majeſty has been 
pleaſed to give Authority to Mr. Hammond to meet M. Otto for that 
Purpoſe. 


It is the ſincere Wiſh of His Majeſty? 8 Government, that the Reſult 


of their Converſation on this Subject may tend to facilitate the great 
Work of a General Pacification on a ſolid and permanent Baſis, 


Lord Grenville requeſts M. Otto to be aſſured of his Rien Con- 
ſideration. 


(Xo. 38. ) BD To Mr. Hammond. 


„%%% oe Downing- Street, Sept. 24, 1800, 


M. OTTO having been empowered by the French Government to 


neg otiate a Convention for an Armiſtice between this Country 


and France, with a View to Negotiations for General Peace; and hav- 

ing expreſſed an earneſt Deſire to enter into verbal Explanations on 
this Subject with ſome Perſon properly authorized on His Majeſty's 
Part; the King, willing to omit nothing which can contribute to 
the great Work of reſtoring ſolid and permanent Tranquillity to Eu- 


rope, has been pleaſed to make Choice of you for the Purpoſe of meet 


ing M. Otto, and of receiving from him ſuch verbal Communications 
as he may wiſh to make in Addition to what has already paſſed in 


Writing reſpecting the different Ex93ers propoſed on either Side for a 
Naval Armiſtice. 


This Letter will point to you the Reaſons which induce His Majeſty 


to conſider M. Otto's ſecond Projet as unſatisfactory in all the material 


Points in which it differs from the e 1 here by 


His Majeſty's Command. 
Fou will ſtate to M. Otto His Majeſty” 8 Deciſion in this Reſpett, - 
and you will enter without Reſerve into the Diſcuſſion of the Grounds 
on which it reſts. His Majeſty has no other Object in View in this 
Tranſaction than to contribute to the Reſtoration of General Peace. 
He is not unwilling for this Purpoſe to ſacrifice ſome preſent Advan- 


tage, in the Opinion that by ſo doing he cunſults the permanent Inte- 
reſts of His People; but he can neither conſent, at the Opening of a Ne- 


gotiation for Peace, to place himſelf in a Condition of laferiority to His 


Ent mies, ſuch as the Reſult of the . ar in which he is ee by no 
8 cans | 


—— 
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Means warrants; nor does he think that the Object of Peace itſelf 
would be promoted or accelerated by rendering the intermediate Situ- 
ation of His Enemies, under Colour of an Armiſtice, ſuch as they 
might be deſirous to prolong, rather than to terminate it by any admiſ- 
ible Conditions of Peace. 

His Majeſty ſees, in the laſt Projet of che French Government, 
little Progreſs towards an Accommodation; it is indeed ſtated in 
M. Otto's Letter to me of the 21ſt Iaſt. that ſatisfactory Explanations 
are there given on the two moſt important Points which had been in- 
ſiſted on by His Majeſty. 

The Admiſſion of His Majeſty” s Allies to parle in the ſame Terms 
of Armiſtice in which France claims to include her Allies, is indeed 
not only an important, but an indiſpenſable Condition of any ſuch 
Agreement; but there can be no Ground for repreſenting this equal 

and neceſſary Arrangement as a Conceſſion on the Part of France, ra- 
ther than on the Part of His Majeſty. And with reſpect to the other 
Point ſtated by M. Otto, (that which relates to the French Ships of 
War, ) the Offer of France ſtill falls very ſhort both of the King's 

Demand, and of what would be neceſſary even to aſſimilate the Naval 
Armiſtice to that of the Continent. The Article in its preſent Shape 
is therefore ſo far from containing any Facility which could ſoften or 
remove the other Obſtacles in 'the Way of an amicable Concluſion - 
of this Buſineſs, that it muſt ſtill be regarded in Juſtice as an —— 
and inadmiſſible Claim on the Part of the King's Enemies. | ; 
On other Points of no leſs Importance, the new Projet adheres to 
the former Demand, and even in one Inſtance brings forward a freſh. 
Pretenſion which had not before been ſtated. | 

In examining in Detail the ſeveral Articles of the propoled Con- 
vention, ſome verbal Differences between the Engliſh Counter-Projet 
and the ſecond French Projet, are not intended to be here adverted to. 

If the more important Points of the Negotiation were ſatisfactoril 
adjuſted, it would be neceſſary to make ſome Remarks on theſe, and 
>; poſlibly alſo to propoſe, for the Sake of Preciſion, a few verbal Alter- 

ations or Additions to the original Articles: But none of theſe e 

M in that Caſe to create any ſerious Difficulty. : 
It might be ſufficient to include under this Reſerve the two Vari- 
| ations made in the Preamble of the Convention. 
Bur it may perhaps be more proper for you to ſtate at this Time the : 
following Obſervations reſpecting them, viz. - 
I. That the Mention of the reſpective Allies, 1 in PD Pee in which. 
_ thoſe Words are introduced into the French Preamble, leems to imply _ 
of Neceſlity, not only that the Negotiations ſhall (as is the King's In- 
_ tention) be carried on with a View to a General Peace alone, fo as to 
include in the final Adjuſtment all the Allies on both Sides, but alſo 
that thoſe Allies ſhould immediately be called upon to take Part by 
their Miniſters in the propoſed Negotiations : a Queſtion which His 
_ Majeſty conceives may more conveniently be reſerved to future Diſ- 
cuſſion, inſtead of being prejudged by the Terms of any ſeparate Agree- 
ment for an Armiſtice between Great Britain and France. 
2. The Expreſſions uſed in the French Projet reſpecting. the — i 
tinental Armiſtice appear unbecoming towards the King' 8 Allies, and 
cannot therefore be agreed to 0 by His N 
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The Word « Equivalent,” as there inſerted, ſeems to. aſſume, as 
the Baſis of the Naval Armiſtice, that Principle of full Compentarivn | 
to which the King has already refuſed His Conſent. . 
It ſhould in like Manner be mentioned by you, that, in the firſt 


Article, the Omiſſion of the Words Forces of ” ſeems to imply a 
more complete Suſpenſion of the State of War between the two Powers 


than accords with the Nature of an Armiſtice, or is conſiſtent with the 


Conditions (particularly thoſe teſpecting the Tranſport of Naval and 


Military SOor70; on which Ris Majeſty a it neceſlary for bim to 
inſiſt. 


In the remaining part of this Article very Material Changes are made 


in the Conditions offered by His Majeſty. Theſe are, 


1. The extending the Term of Notice for the Ceſſation of the Ar- 
miſtice, from fourteen Days to one Month. 
2. The requiring that this Notice of one Month fliculd 1 in all Caſes 


be given only in conſequence of Orders from the reſpective Govern-- 
ments, and by the Commanding Oflicer of one Country to the Com- 


manding Officer of the other, in the different Parts of the World re- 


ſpeRiveiy. 


3. The total Omiſſion of the Clauſe by which the Cooklonance of the 


Naval Armiſtice was made to depend on that of the Continent. 


It is probable that the two firſt of theſe Alterations are principally 
propoſed in the ſame View which led to the Omiſſion of this laſt Clauſe; 


and the Effect of the whole would be, that if the Armiſtice with Auſtria 
ſhould at any Period be terminated by France, His Majeſty would ſtill 
for ſome conſiderable Time be reſtrained from affiſting his Ally. _ 
Ihe bare Statement of ſuch a Condition is ſufficient to ſhew chat * 


never can be admitted by His Majeſty, who is bound by the Spirit of 5 


his Engagements to aſſiſt his Ally immediately on the Renewal of Hoſti- 
lities; and to whom no other Inducement has or could be offered for 


accedipg to a Naval Armiſtice, except that of preventing che Renewal 
of Hoſtilities on the Continent. 


The laſt Clauſe in the Engliſh Article ma therefore be en ; 


inſiſted on, and no Variation can be admitted in the other Parts of 
it which ſhall be inconſiſtent with the Object of that Stipulation. 


The Term of fourteen Days is in fact longer than that which is pro- 


vided in either of the two Conventions of Armiſtice in Italy and Ger 
many, and appears fully ſufficient for all the Purpoſes which ſuch a 

Proviſion is fairly intended to anſwer ; and as His Majeſty enters into any 

_ Sttpulation for Naval Armiſtice in che ſole Hope ot a ſpeedy Conclu- 

ſion of the intended Negotiations, he does not think proper to bind 

bimſelf for ſo long a beriod as a Month, ſhould he have the Mortifica- 

tion of finding that his Enemies refuſe to adopt thoſe Principles of Ne- 


gotiat ion on which alone e that PEO ment. 1 ranquillity can be 
reſtored to Europe. . 


The French Government TOY: in all; its "Communications. expreſſed hs 5 


ſame Hope and Deſire for the ſpeedy Concluſion of Peace, and has even 
profeſſed an Anxiety to render this Object more peculiarly intereſting 
10 His Majeſty. There can therefore be no Realon to with on either | 


Side that the Term of Notice ſhould be prolonged. ſo much beyond the | 


Neceſſity of the Caſe. 


The third Article of the Counter-Projet 1 was drawn with: a Reference 


ro the correſponding Articles in the Preliminaries of Peace in 2115 and 


(: 44 


I <=; 2, from which it differs only by the more click Stitement of that 
which is underſtood to have been the eſtabliſhed Practice of the Courts 
of Admiralty on both Sides with Reſpect to ſuch Ships of War as ſhould 
have made any Prizes after having actually received Notice of the 
Ce ſfation of Hoſtilities. 
The Addition to this Article propoſed in the French Projet is ob- 
jectionable; 
Firſt, Becauſe there ſeems to be no Neceſſity for e the 
general Effect of a Stipulation which has in the Practice of the two laſt 
Negotiations for Peace been found neee diſtinct, and has FURY 
aware the Purpole intended by it. 
Secondly ; Becauſe the xplanai! 10n there given is not a juſt Con- 
cluſion from the Premiſes. It is indeed true, that by the Effect of this. 
Article Ships clearing out directly from Great Britain or France might 
immediately after the Exchange of the Ratifications ſail in full 
Security, becauſe they might carry out with them Notice of the Ar- 
miſtice; but the ſame Thing would not be true of Ships in other Parts 
of the World, as theſe (under the expreſs Terms of this Article) could 
not be entitled to Reſtiturion if captured, unleſs Proof were given that 
actual Notice of the Armiſtice had been received by their Captors, or 


unleſs the Period aſſigned by this Article for the Part of the World 


where the Capture took place had expired before the actual Capture. 
3. The Expreſſion of navigating freely as before the War might 
bs conſtrued to extend to the Admiſſion of the Ships of one Country 


into the Ports of the other reſpectively; ; to which, for obvious Reaſons, 


the King would not think proper to agree. And theſe Words are 
beſides inconſiſtent both with the Stipulations on which His Mjeſty 
thinks it neceſſary to inſiſt reſpecting the Tranſport of Troops and of 

Naval and Military Stores, and even with thoſe Apen France . 

poſes as to the blockaded Places. 


The fourth Article of the French Projet ill maintains the Contra: 2. 


_ diction of profeſſing to aſſimilate the blockaded Places to thoſe of 
Germany, and of applying to them at the ſame Time Conditions which 
are the very Reverſe of thole adopted in the German Armiſtice. 
The Manner in which that armiſtice is ſpoken of in this Article 
affords another Inſtance of Expreſſions unneceſſarily and improperly | 
offenũve to the King's Allies. 
There ſeems no Reaſon for altering this Paragraph of the Counter- 
Projet, which is N diſtinct, and SOnreys; no eee inju- : 
rious to either Party. | 
The King cannot agree that 10,000 Rations Der "Diem" ſhall be 
aſſumed as the Conſumption of Malta. If the Fact be ſo, it will appear 


to the Commiſſaries who will be named for that Purpole, in Conformity 


to thoſe Stipulations of the German Armiſtice to which France profeties. 
the Intention of aſſimilating this Article. 


K But a ſtill more material Objection ariſes to the Propoſal relpeRing 2 
gypt.“ 


If the Situation of the French army! in that country were to become WR 


Matter of Diſcuſſion between the two Governments, His Majeſty and 
his Allies have a Right, on every Principle of good Faith as practiſed 


between civilized Nations, to require that the French ſhould evacuate 


Egypt on the Jerms ſtipulated in the Convention of El Ariſh; thoſe 
Stipulations having dern ratified both by the 1 urkiſh Government and 
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by the French Commanding Officer ; and His Majeſty having alſo in- 
ſtructed his Admiral commanding in thoſe Seas to accede to them as 
ſoon as they were known here. This Demand would be made with the 
more Reaſon, becauſe even ſubſequent to the Recommencement of 
Hoſtilities in Egypt, (under Circumſtances to which His Majeſty for- 
| bears to advert,) an Official Engagement was entered into by General 
Kleber in his Letter to the Kaimakan, dated the oth April 1800, by 
which that General, then commanding in Chief the French Army in 
Egypt, and conſequently poſleiſing full Powers to bind his Government 
in this Reſpect, formally undertook that the Convention of El1 Ariſh 
| ſhould be executed ſo ſoon as the King' 5 Acquiciſcence in it ſhould be 
notified to him. 

But when, inſtead: of vaforning this Engage ment, the French 
Government, under a Pretence of aſſimilating Egypt to the blockaded 
Places of Germany, requires that fix Frigates ſhall carry thither, with- 
out Moleſtation or Search, and even under the open Protection of a 

Britiſh Officer, whatever Articles the French Garriſons there may be 
moſt in need of, it is natural to aſk by what Article in the German 
Armiſtice Ulm or Ingolſtadt are to receive in covered Waggons as 
many Troops, as much Proviſions, and as great a Quantity of every . 
Species of Arms, Ammunition and Stores as might be conveyed to 
Egypt in fix French Frigates? And this Compariſon i is {till more ſtriking, 
| when it is conſidered that by the German Armiſtice the blockaded 
Places are expreſsly reſtrained from receiving, during the Armiſtice, an 
Thing which can ſupply additional Means of Defence: And on the 
other Hand, that the Propoſals for the Evacuation of Egypt originated 
on the Part of the French themſelves, who now defite to avail them 
ſelves of the Benefit of an Armiſtice to ſtrengthen that very Poſition 
which by an Agreement made in conſequence of their own Requeſt, 
they have actually engaged to abandon. 


This Part of the French Article is therefore wholly inadmiſnble. Je. 


contains a Pretenſion unjuſt in itſelf, injurious to His Majeſty's Inte- 
reſt, and repugnant both to the general Principle of the Negotiation, 
and to that which 1s ſpecified in the very Beginning of the Article itſelf; 
And it implies a Breach of Faith on His Majell) s Part towards an 
Ally to whom he is bound by a ſolemn Treaty. 
| Beſides all theſe Conſiderations, His Mzeſty has no Power to retain; 
by ſuch an Engagement as is here propoſed, the Sh1ps of the Ottoman 
Porte from reſiſting the Admiſſion of this Supply into Egypt, unleſs 
his Ally had acceded to the Armiſtice, which if ic be concluded on luch 
Terms as theſe, there can be no Reaſon to eæpec ge. 

The Manner in which this particular Subject of Egypt 18 1 of 
both in the Projet and in M. Otto's Note of the 16th Inſtant, makes 
9 neceſſary that you ſhould diſtinctly declare that the Offer which was 
contained in the Counter-Projet goes in this Reſpect to the very vtmoſt 
Extent that His Majeſty's Regard for the Intereſts of his Subjects can 
admit of. And His Majeſty is confident that no Want of Conciliation 
can juſtly be imputed to him on Account of his having at once brought _ 
forward explicitly and without Reſerve the Whole of thoſe Conceſſions 
which it appeared poſſible for him to make, _ 


„This Obſervation applies en to the remaining ; Articles of the 
Projet. . 


In 


— His Majeſty is LEROY to admit the Article as with Reſpect to 
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In the fifth Article His Majeſty finds himſelf obliged to inſiſt that 
the Freedom of Navigation there ſtipulated for on the Part of his 
Yinemnies ſhall not be extended to the Traniport of Troops or of Naval 
and Military Stores. The Juſtice of this Exception and its Neceſſity 
are to obvious to require any farther Explanations in Addition to thoſe 
contained in the Official Notes; and it follows as a Conſequence of 
this Principle, as well as from the Nature of the Subject itlelf, that 


the Re riftion as to the ſailing of Ships of War would be wholly illu- 
ſory, were it, as now propoſed, confined to Ships or the Line only. : 


It would indeed, neither be indifferent in Practice nor juſt in "SR 
ciple, that France ſhould be enabled during the Armiſtice to change 


the Stations of all her Frigates; but when it is conſidered how much it 
1s the Ulage of the French Marine. to employ thoſe Veſſels for the 
+ ranſport of Troops and Military Stores, the two Parts of this Article 


become ſo blended with each other that they cannot be ſeparated; and ] 
His Mjetty cannot a poked from the latter without equally adandon= 


ing the former. 


The Naval Supply of the Articles which: are here in que{t on, is 


indeed ſtated in one of M. Otto's Notes to be a Point of mall Moment 


to France. If it be ſo, ſhe can with leſs Reaſon inſiſt on a Point which 


can in this Caſe only be inſiſted on with a View to affect thoſe gentral 
Principles which are connected with all the moſt. important Maritime 
Intereſts of Great Britain. 


The fixth Article contains a new Demand, on the Pat of Prakes; 
ſuperadded to all the Pretenfions advanced in her firſt Projet, Ir reſts 


on no juſt or equitable Principle; for while France would reſtrain His 
Majeſty from ſtrengthening by the Addition of more Troops the Forces 
_ of his Allies in Italy, ſhe reſerves the Power of augmenting her own 
Armies there, or of aſſiſting her Allies elſewhere, 12 1 as it may : 
ſuit her future Plans of Operations. 


The French Government now poſſeſſes, de Facto, no Means % 


prevent the Tranſport of His Majeity's Troops by Sea; and it is not 
reaſonable that it ſhould acquire the Right of doing fo by the Terms of 
an Armiſtice which conveys to His Majeſty no freſh Means of impeding 
the future Operations of his Enemies beyond thoſe which are already in 


his Power, but winch even concedes to them conſiderable Advantages | 


of which they are not now in Poſſeſſion. 


It remains only to ſpeak of the Alterations made i in that Article which 


regards the Allies on both. Sides, 


His M. ajeſty's Objections to the Form pragaled on i the P art of France 


: for this Article were detailed in my Anſwer to the firſt Projet. 


if France conſiders her Allies in the Light of independent Powers, 


and is in the future Negotiations to treat on that Footing reſpecting her 
own Intereſts and their:, it is neceſſary that this Principle ſhould equally 
be adhered to 1n the preliminary Arrangements which precede the Ne- 
gotiation. it has noc appeared to His Majeſty by the Communication 


of any regular or official Act, that the French Government has any 
Authority to treat in this Reſpect for Spain or Holland, His Majeſty, 
on his Side, has received no ſuch Authority from his Allies; and it 


would be inconſiſtent with good Faith were he, without ſuch Authority, 
to engage in their Name for an Armiſtice with France in any other 
Form than that which is uſual in ſuch Caſes; namely, that they ihall 


be at Liberty to accede to the Convention if they think fit. In that 
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the Allies of France, and in that Form only can Le agree to include 


his own Allies in this I: ngagement, 

If the Article were concluded in the Terms now propoſed by France, 
His Majeſty would be bound by the Obligations of good Faith to ob- 
ſerve the Armiſtice towards Spain and Holland, while on the other 
Hand he could have no reciprocal Claim on thoſe Powers, grounded 
either in Juſtice or in the Law or Practice of Nations. Nor could he 
require the Reſtitution even of a ſingle Merchant Veſſel captured by a 


Spaniſh or Dutch Ship of War. 


Thole Powers, if regarded by France as 3 cannot be 
bound by her Act; and muſt be admitted as Contracting Parties acced- 
ing by a regular Diplomatic Tranſaction to the Terms of the Armiſtice, 
before they « can be conſidered as under any Obligation to fulfil thoſe 


Terms. 


Theſe Confiderations are indeed lo obvious, that it is not eaſy to 


imagine in what View the French Government has propoſed to alter the 


Article from the Form in which his Majeſty had offered to conſent to it. 
I have now only to add, that ſhould the Armiſtice be concluded, 


His Majeſty would think it neceſſary, for the Purpoſe of accelerating | 


the Negotiation, (an Object of which the French Government has de- 
clared itſelf to be allo very defirous,) to limit a Period for its Conti- 


nuance beyond which it would not be His Majeſty's Intention, nor 
would it be conſiſtent with the eſſential Intereſts of his Dominions to 
extend it. 


The Power of doing this will be reſerved to either Party by the 


Terms of the Convention. Nor does this Power reſult only from the 
Articles as here propoſed: It is equally reſerved to both Parties by the 
Effect of the preſent French Projet; and there is, therefore, no Neceſ- 
D ſity for ſpecifying in the Convention itſelf either His Majeſty's Intention | 
in this Reſpect, or (ſtill leſs) the Preciſe Period of ſuch Limitation. 


But it may appear on His Majeſty's Part more conſiſtent with that 


| Op enncſs which His Majeſty is deſirous to obſerve in this whole Tranſ- 


es. that you ſhould expreſs this Intention to M. Otto in this Stage 


of the Buſinels, reſerving to a ſubſequent Period the formal Notification 
to be duly made in His Wachen 8 Name, cel to che Terms ot 


the Convention. 


Lou are at Liberty to communicate to M. Otto in aha Courſe of 
your Diſcuſſions the Whole or any Part of this Letter, and to allow 


him to take either a Copy or ſuch Extr acts from it as he may wiſh, 


(signed) GRENVILLE. 


( 48 ) 
(No. 39.) 7, 


My Lord, Downing-Street, Sept. 25, i800. 
] HAVE the Honor to inform your Lordſhip that, in Obedience to 


His Majeſty's Commands ſignified to me in your Lordſhip's Letter of 5 | 


Yeſterday, I have this Morning had a Conference with M. Otto on the 
Subject of the propoſed Armiſtice between Great Britain and France. 

Having ſuggeſted to M. Otto whether it might not tend to facilitate 
the Diſcuſſion, that we ſhould read over the Counter-Projet tranſmitted 
by your Lordſhip to him on the 7th of this Month, and the Projet de- 


livered by him on the 21ſt in Anſwer to it; and that I ſhould ſtate to 


bim, from the Inſtructions which I had received from your Lordſhip, 
the Objections on the Part of His Majeſty's Government to the ſeveral 
Articles of that Projet; and M. Otto having acquieſced in this Sug- 
_ geſtion, we purſued regularly this Courſe of proceeding. _ 
As it does not appear neceſſary that I ſhould enter into any Detail of 


the Converſation which took place between us on thoſe Parts of the 


Projet which M. Otto conceived that the French Government would 
"relinquiſh, it will be ſufficient for me to obſerve on this Part of the 
J)JJVVWllwd we oo oh 
5 iſt, That M. Otto conceived that the French Government would, in 
forming a regular Convention for an Armiſtice, have no Obje&ion to 
adopting the Preamble in the Counter-Projet inſtead of that which was 
propamd 16 ihe French Frets d v en nn aaa gt ne 
A2gdly, That concurring in the Opinion that the Phraſe in the 4th_ 
Article, * Appellee d jouir du Benefice de! Armiſtice Continental,” might 
be (for the ſame Reaſons which applied to particular Paſſages of the 
Preamble) liable to a Conſtruction offenſive to His Majeſty's Allies, he 
| doubted not that the French Government would conſent to omit that 
22 TT CME Er oa 
zaly, That he doubred not that the French Government would have 
no Difficulty in agreeing to omit the concluding Clauſe of the 3d ar- 
ticle, from the Words * 4'oa il reſulte, to the Ed. 


With reſpect to the Clauſe in the 1ſt Article of the Counter-Projet, 
by which the Duration of the Naval Armiſtice is made to depend on 
the Cominvance of the Continental Armiſtice, M. Otto conceived that, 


by allowing the Officers commanding the Britiſh Forces to recommence 
Hoſtilities as ſoon as the Ceſſation of the Continental Armiſtice ſnould 


be ſignified to them, too great a Latitude was left to their Diſcretion; 
and that it therefore ſeemed moſt adviſeable that, in that Event, the 
CTCeſſation of the Naval Armiſtice ſhould be ſignified from Government 
to Government, as would be the Cafe whenever, for any Reaſon, either 
Great Britain or France might think it for their Intereſt that the Naval 


| Armiſtice ſhould ceaſe. But upon my Repreſentation of the Advan= _ 


tages which France, on the one Hand, would derive from her local Po- 


| fition and the Facility of collecting its Forces on any Point which it 


might determine to attack, and the Delay, on the other, which would 


neceſſarily occur in the Receipt of the Intelligence in England of the 
| Rupture of the Armiſtice in any diſtant Part of the Territory of her 


WH Allies, M. Otto agreed to refer this Subject to future Conſideration. — — 
We then proceeded to the 4th and $th Articles; on which M. Otto 


remarked, that they contained the only Points to which his Government 
attached much Importanee ; and, ſuch were its Sentiments reſpecting 


3 them, thac he conceived that it would not conſent to any Armiſtice of _ 
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which they did not form a Part. With reſpe& to the Calculation of 
the Proviſions for Malta at the Rate of 10,000 Rations per Diem, 
M. Otto did not ſpecify any Data on which that Calculation was 
founded, but remarked briefly, that the Quantity of Rations was not 
to be exaQly apportioned to the preciſe Return of the Garriſon, but that 
a certain Number of Rations, in Proportion to their reſpective Ranks, 


| was to be allowed to the General and Staff Officers; and that although 


a conſiderable Number of the Inhabitants had been ſent from the Forts 
occupied by the French Troops, there ſtill remained many for whoſe 
Wants Proviſion was to be made. He was however of Opinion that 
there might not be much Difficulty in arranging this Point in the 
Manner propoſed in the Counter-Projet, founded on the Stipulations 
in the German Armiſtice relative to Ulm and Ingolſtadt. 
On the Subject of that Part of the Fourth Article of the French 
Projet, which requires that. ſix Frigates ſhould be allowed to ſail from 
Toulon for Egypt, and be exempted from Search, M. Otto read to me 
Part of a Diſpatch from M. Talleyrand, expreſſive of the Intereſt which 
the whole French Nation takes in that Part of the Army now in Egypt, 
and aſſigning the Deſire of contributing to the Comfort and Security 
of that Army as the principal Inducement to the Concluſion of the Ar- 
miſtice on the Part of the French Government. M. Otto added, that 
he would not conceal from me that the Reinforcement which France 
intended to ſend to Egypt amounted to 1200 Men, and that the Supply 
of Military Stores conſiſted chiefly of 10,000 Muſkets. The Language 
of M. Otto in this Part of. our Converſation, and of M. Talleyrand's 
Letter, appeared to me to be fo deciſive and peremptory, that I was 
induced to inquire of him diſtinctly, whether I was to underſtand that 
this Stipulation was a Point from which the French Government would 
not recede ? M. Otto replied, that, in his Opinion, the French Go- 


. vernment would not recede from it. 


On my adverting to the n in the 5th Acts 3 2 
5 Counter- Projet and the French Projet, by which the latter ſtipulates, 
that the French Frigates and ſmaller Ships of War ſhould be allowed 
freely to ſail from and return to the Ports of France which have hitherto 
been in a State of Blockade, M. Otto remarked, that the Mative. which 
induced the French Government to inſiſt on this Clauſe was the Deſire 
of opening a ſecure Mode of Communication between France and her 
diſtant Poſſeſſions. To this Inſinuation I replied, that if ſuch was the 

ſole Object which France had in view, it might be as effectually attained. 
by the Employment of unarmed Veſſels as of Ships of War. M. Otto 
did not appear deſirous of urging this Point much farther, but con- 
cluded this Part of the Converſation by expreſſing his Conviction, that 
the French Government would inſiſt upon this Point, and conſidered 


ittſelf as having gone to the utmoſt extent of Sacrifice which could with 


Juſtice be required from it, in conſenting that the Ships of the Line 
| ſhould not alter their Poſition. With reſpect to that Part of the Counter- 
Projet which reſtrains the Conveyance by Sea of Naval or Military 
Stores, M. Otto is of Opinion that the F rench Government would agree 
to that Reſtriction. 
The 6th Article in the French projet, lcbough entirely new, was 
not conſidered by M. Otto as likely to be inſiſted upon by his Govern. 
ment; but he declined giving any poſitive Opinion to that Effect, until 
he had had farther Time for the Conſideration of its ST YL Pn _ 


E 5. 3 


M. Otto's principal Objection to the Form in which the Artiele 
marked 6 in the Counter-Projet is worded, was founded on an Opinion, 
that unlefs Great Britain and France aſſumed the Right of including 
their reſpective Allies in the Naval Armiſtice, without waiting for their 
expreſs Concurrence in it, much Delay would neceſſarily ariſe, and the 


two Powers (Great Britain and France) might be involved in freſh Hoſ- 


tilities in conſequence of either of them deeming it expedient to attack 
the Allies of the other. He afterwards intimated a Perſuaſhon, that the 
Article might be amended by inſerting a Clauſe which ſhould fix a f. e- 
cific Period in which the Allies of Great Britain or France ſhould lig- | 
nify their Acceſſion to or Diſſent from the Naval Armiſtice, 
a the Cloſe of our Converſation, M. Otto xcquainted me that 
he would ſtare to me in Writing the Objections to the Counter- Projet 
which he had received from your Lordſhip, and his Obſervations on the 
Objections that had been made us me to the Projet which he bad 
delivered. 8 
l have now Eides ec red to give your Lordſhip a faithful account of 
the Subſtance of my Conference with M. Otto. The very ample In- 
ſtructions with which I was provided, and which (as I have mentioned 
in the Beginning of this Letter) I read to Mr. Otto, precluded me 
from adding many Obſervations ; and as I have promiſed to communi- 
cate to that Gentleman Extras of ſuch Part of my Inſtructions as 
relate to the 4th and 5th Articles, the two eſſential Subjects of Differ- 
ence between us, he will have the Means of retracing in his Recollection 


the preciſe Grounds of the Objections to his N which have oc 


curred to His Majeſty's Government. 
Before I conclude this Letter, I cannot avoid mentioning, that in 


the Courſe of our Converſation, M. Otto threw out the molt pointed 


Aſſertions of the Determination of France, in the Event of the Naval 


Armiſtice not being concluded, to purſue the Courſe of her Victories 


in Germany and in Italy, and of the Facilities that the Conqueſt of 
Naples and Sicily (Events which he regarded as ſpeedy and inevitable) 
would afford to the French Government of obtaining by Force thoſe 
Objects relative to Egypt and Malta which it had expected to acquire 
through the Naval Armiſtice, Of theſe Aſſertions, though frequently 
7 repeated, ] judged 1 it proper to take no Notice, but to recall his Atten· 


tion to the Subject immediately under Diſc uſſion. 
1 have the Honor to be. Ke. i 


Fo OY nn) GEO. HAMMOND. wy 
The Right Hon, Lord Grenville, 


"Te W ot" 
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M. Hammond, Sous Secretaire d'Etat. 
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Hereford-Street, 4 Vendemiaire, An 9. 
Monſieur, i (26 Sept. 1800.) 
TE m'empreſſe de vous envoyer le Reſume des Obſervations que j'ai 
eu l'Honneur de vous faire ſur les principaux Points conteſtes ; je 


_ defire bien fincerement que Votre Miniſtere les trouve fatisfaiſantes, 


Je vous prie en meme Tems de vouloir bien m'adreſſer, comme nous 
en ſommes convenus, Copie des Raiſonnemens auxquels repondent 
ces Obſervations. - 5 ; N 

Jai l'Honneur d' etre avec haute Conſidération, &c. 


n 
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 Hereford- Street, 4 Vendemilire, Year 9. 

Sir, (Sept. 26, 1800.) 
] LOSE no Time in ſending you the Subſtance of the Obſervations 
I yhich I had the Honor of making to you upon the principal conteſted. 
Points; I moſt ſincerely wiſh that your Miniſtry may think them ſatiſ- 
factory, I beg of you, at the ſame Time, to have the Goodneſs to 
_ addreſs to me, as was agreed vpon between us, a Copy of the Reaſon- 
ing to which theſe Obſervations are in Anſwer, | 1 have the . &c. 


| (Signed) | orro. 


f Mr q Hammond, 


Gu 0 — x rt ds c 
«4 N — 2 2 . % Anas rower vers. — 
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ED Hereford-Street, 4 Vendemiaire, An 9, 
Fr, FR La (26 Sept. 1800.) 
E m'empreſſe de vous envoyer le Reſume des Obſervations que j'ai 
] eu I'Honneur de vous faire ſur les principaux Points conteſtes ; Je 
defire bien ſincèrement que Votre Miniſtere les trouve ſatisfaiſantes. 
Je vous prie en meme Tems de vouloir bien m'adreſſer, comme nous 
en ſommes convenus, Copie des Raiſonnemens auxquels repondent 
et moni” VVV 
Jai l'Honneur d'tetre avec haute Conſideration, &c. 


(Signe) or ro. 


M. Hammond, Sous Secretaire d'Etat. 
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Hereford- Street, 4 Vendemiaire, Year 9. 

Sir, (Sept. 26, 1800.) 
I LOSE no Time in ſending you the gübſtande of the Obſervations 
1 which I had the Honor of making to you upon the principal conteſted 
Points; I moſt ſincerely wiſh that your Miniſtry may think them ſatiſ- 
factory. I beg of you, at the ſame Time, to have the Goodneſs to 
addreſs to me, as was agreed upon between us, a Copy of the Reaſon- 
| ings to which theſe Obſervations are in Anſwer. iN have the Honor, STC. 


| (Signed) | orro. 


| Ke, Kaan 
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(No. 41.) 

LE Citoyen Otto n'ayant trouve dans les Obſervations qui lui ont 
«te faites par Monſ. Hammond, que trois Objets qui lui paroiſſent 

eceellement de. Nature àretarder la Concluſion de l'Armiſtice propoſe, 


s'eſt reſerve de les prendre en Conſideration et d'y repondre par 


8 | | 
| Apres avoir murement reftechie fur le Bir de la Treve Maritime 
ſur la Poſition actuelle de la France et de ſes Ennemis, ſur Influence. 


que cette Negociation doit avoir a PFgard de la Pacification Generale, 


il doit faire ſur les Points conteſtes les Oblervations ſuivants: 
1. L' Article 4, en accordant dix milles Rations par Jour a la 


Garniſon de Malthe, n'a pas ſeulement en Vue les 'Troupes effectives 


de la Republique, mais toutes les Perſonnes attachees à la Garniſon, 
et meme les Habitans de Ja Place, Le Citoyen Otto ne croit pas 
qu'il ſoit poſſible de diminuer cette Quaatite, cependant pour ecarter_ 
autant que poſſible l'Objection qui lui a été faite, et pour ſe rapprocher 
de plus en plus de la Fagon de voir du Gouvernement Anglais, il 
conſent à borner cette Evaluation au premier Mois, Delai néceſſaire 
pour donner aux Cummiſſaires reſpectifs la Facilite de convenir de la 
Quotité ſuffiſante pour VEntretien de 1a Garniſon & de la Place. 

Le ſecond Point renfermee dans VArticle 4 touchant l' Expedition 


libre de Six Fregates pour l'Egypte paroit avoir donné plus d'Inquié- 


tude encore que le Précédent, il a été l'Objet d'une Diſcuſſion plus 
animee, A cet Egard le Citoyen Otto ne peut s'empècher d'obſerver 


de nouveau, que ſi le Gouvernement Francois a propoſe d' aſſimiler 
les Places d' Egypte a celles d' Ulm et Ingolſtadt, il n'a pu le faire, et 
il ne Va fait effectivement que par I Analogie qu'il y a entre ces Places 


a VEgard du Blocus, car ſous tout autre Rapport la Comparaiſon eut i 
ẽtẽ inexacte. En Effet Perſonne n'ignore que les Places d'Egypte ne 


font pas comme Ulm et Ingloſtadt dans le Cas d'ètre approviſionnbes, 
puiſqu'on ne ſauroit les empecher de tirer des Pays environnans 
toutes les Subſiſtances qui leur ſont nëceſſaires; que d'ailleurs ces 


Places ne ſont pas tellement bloquces qu' Elles puiſſent tomber facile- 
ment au Pouvoir des Ennemis. On n'a donc pu entendre par cette 


_ Comparaiſon que I'Intention de faire accorder à ces Places bloquees 
par les Forces Ennemis, des Avantages analogues a ceux qui oat ẽtẽ 
| accordes aux Places d' Allemagne, et ces Avantages ne peuvent etre_ 
determinés que par les Stipulations ſpeciales de la Convention qu'il 


s'agit de conclure. Le Paſſage libre de Six Fregates ne ſauroit ajouter 


conſiderablement à la Defenſe de l'Armie d' Egypte; il ſervira ſeule- 


ment à prouver à cette Armee que le Gouvernement Francois S'Occupe_ 


de fon Sort, juſqu'a ce qu'il puiſſe Erre definitivement fixé par un 
Traité de Paix. En fe rappelant les Circonſtances qui ont ſuivi la 


Capitulation ſignẽe par Sir Sidney Smith, le Citoyen Otto ne ſauroit 


fe convaincre de l'Inconvenance d'un pareil Arrangement rélativement 
2 la Porte, et il voit a Regret que les Obſervations qui Lui ont été 


faites par Monſ. Hammond ne lui préſentent aucun Motif ſuffiſant 


pour renoncer à cette Demande, dont le Succès peut ſeul établir une 
Sorte d' Analogie entre les Places d'Egypte et celles d' Ulm et 


d'Ingloſtadt. 
W i 2 — 2. L' Article 
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ITIZ"N Oits having obſerved: in the Remarks made to him 
C by Mr. Hammond, three Points only which appear to him to be 
really "of k Nature to retard the Concluſion of the propoſed Armiſtice, 
reſerved them for future Conſideration, and an Anſwer in Writing, 
After having maturely reflected upon the Object of the Maritime 
Truce, upon the actual Poſition of France and of her Enemies, upon the 
Influence which this Negociation muſt have with regard to a general 
Pacification, he feels it his Duty to make the following Obſervations | 
: s the diſputed Points: | 
The fourth Article in granting 10,000 Rations per Diem to the 
Garriſon of Malta, has not only in view the effective Troops of the 
Republic, but all the Perſons attached to the Garriſon, and even the 
Inhabitants of the Place. The Citizen Otto does not think that it is 
poſſible to diminiſh that Quantity; nevertheleſs, in order to remove, 
as much as poſſible, the Objection which has been ſtated to him, and 

to accommodate himſelf as much as poſſible ro the Manner in which 
the Subject is viewed by the Engliſh Government, he conſents to 
limit that Eſtimate to the firſt Moath, a Period neceſſary to afford to 
the reſpective Commiſſaries, the Means of agreeing upon the Amount 
vhich may be neceſſary for the Support of the Garriſon of the Place. 
be ſecond Point contained in the 4th Article, reſpecting the Li- 
| berty of diſpatching fix Frigates to Egypt, appears to have given till _ 
more Uneaſineſs than the preceding one, and has given riſe to a more 
animated Diſcuſſion. Upon this ſubject Citizen Otto cannot avoid 
again remarking, that, if the French Government propoſed to aſ- 
ſimilate the Places in Egypt to thoſe of Ulm and Ingolſtadt, it could 
only do ſo, and has in Truth only done ſo, from the Analogy that 
there is between theſe Places with reſpect to the Blockade; for, in 
every other Reſpect, the Compariſon is inexact; in fat, Nobody is ig 
norant that the Places of Egypt are not, like Ulm and [ogolſtadr, in 
Want of being victualled, ſince they cannot be prevented from draw- 
ing from the ſurrounding Countries all the Subſiſtence they require; 
that, belides, thoſe Places are not blockaded in ſuch a Manner as to 


8 make it probable that they ſhould fall into the Hands of the Enemies. 


By that Compariſon therefore it could only be meant that there ſhould 


be granted to the Places blockaded by the Forces of the Enemies, 


Advantages analogous to thoſe which have been granted to the Places 
in Germany, which Advantages can only be iſcertained by the ſpecial 
Stipulations of the Convention which it is propoſed to conclude; 
The free Paſſage of fix Frigates cannot add any conſiderable Strength 
to the Army of Egypt; it will only ſerve to prove to that Army that 
the French Government takes an Intereſt i in 1ts Fate, until it ſhall be 
_ definitively ſettled by a Treaty of Peace. In reviewing the Circum- 
ſtances which have followed the Capitulation ſigned by Sir Sydney 
Smith, Citizen Otto cannot perceive the Impropriety of ſuch an Ar- 
rangement, relatively to the Porte, and he fees with Regret that the 
Obtlervations made to him by Mr. Hammond, do not offer any ade- 
qvate Motive for relinquiſhing that Demand; the Acquieſcence in 
which can alone eſtabliſh any Kind of Analogy between the Places of 
Egypt and thoſe of Ulm and Ingolftade, = 


098-9 
2. 1 Article ; qu nouveau Projet differe ſous pluſieurs Rapports 
de celui du Contre- Projet du Miniſtère Britannique; mais il diffère bien 
plus encore du premier Projet que le Citoyen Otto a eu I'ilonneur 
de remettre, en ce qu'il admet qu' aucun Vaiſſeau de Ligne actuelle— 
ment mouille dans les Ports de Breſt et de Toulon ne pourra en ſortir 
pendant la Duree de l' Armiſtice. L e Gouvernement Frangols penſe que, 
ſurtout dans la Saiſon actuelle, cette Conceſſion va auſſi loin qu' Elle 
peut aller, et qu'en admettant qu'aucun Navire arme ne ſortira des 
dits Ports, ils laiſſeroient ces Ports reellement dans le meme Etat od ils 
ſe trouvent dans ce Moment-ci, meme dans un Etat moins favorable, 
puiſque le Moment n'eſt peut-C&re pas bien eloigne od les Forces 
Britanniques n'empecheront pas ces Vaiſſeaux de ſortir. Tout ce 
que le Citoyen Otto pourra accorder à I' Egard de cet Article, c'eſt 
gqau'aucune Munition navale ne puiſſe etre importee par Mer dans 
les Ports de Toulon et de Breſt, mais il doit inſiſter que les Frégates 
et Corvettes puiſſent en ſortir librement. Si cette Conceſſion donne A 
la France l'A vantage de communiquer efficacement avec ſes Colonies, 
1] eft PEqQuivalant de celui que I'Angleterre retire de PArmiſtice pour 
fon Commerce, qui, a Ombre de cette Convention, pourra le porter 
dans toutes les Parties 18 Monde ſans etre — par les Corſaires 
Frangois. 
ne ſi Von vouloit encore en pelle à une Comparaiſon entre 
VArmiſtice Continental et la Treve Maritime, cette Comparaiſon 
ſeroit entièrement au Déſavantage de la France. Sur le Continent, 
les Armees Francoiſes et Autrichiennes jouiſſent reciproquement de 
la meme Liberté de prendre en de ci de la Ligne de Demarcation les 
Poſitions qui leur paroiſſent les plus av antagevſes; par l'Armiſtice 
Maritime au contraire, PAngleterre conſerve /eule le Droit de diſpoſer 
de ſes Eſcadres tandis que les Vaiſfeaux de Ligne Francois reſtent dans 
leurs Ports, et ne peuvent entrer dans a aucune Combination hoſtile contre 
la Con Bretagne. 1 85 
L' Article 6 du nouveau u Projet RN Ges les Troupes Angloiſes 
ql pourront Etre debarquees en Italie, a été conſiderè comme une 
Prétenſion nouvelle de la France, puiſqu'elle n'en avait fait aucune 
Mention dans ſon premier Projet; mais cette Pretenſion (ſi Elle peut- 
Etre appellce ainſi) n'eſt que la Suite naturelle d'une Conceſſion egale- 
ment nouvelle faite par la France, en offrant de comprendre dans 
 PArmiſtice les Allices de la Grande Bretagne. II ſeroit en Effet im- 
poſſible de faire jouir le Roi de Naples des Avantages de cette Trève, 
et lui laiſſer en meme Tems la Faculté de ſe renforcer et de Preparer 
= de nouveaux Moyens d'Attaque contre la Republique. . 
1 Citoyen Otto doit ſe borner à ces Obſervations qui lui paroiſſent 
le plus importantes. D'autres Objections qui lui ont été faites, et qui 
de portent en grande Partie que ſur la Redaction de la Convention 
a Projerers e etre facilement lẽvèes. 
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2. The fifth Article of the new Projet differs in ſeveral Reſpect: 
from that of the Counter-Projet of the Britiſh Miniſtry; but it differs 
much more ftill from the firſt Projet which Citizen Otto had the 
Honor of preſenting, inaſmuch as it admits that no Ship of the 
Line now at Anchor in the Ports of Breſt and Toulon, fhall go out 
thereof during the Continuance of the Armiſtice, The French Go- 
verument is of Opinion that this Conceſſion, and more eſpecially in the 

reſent Seaſon, goes as far as it can go, and that by admitting that no 
armed Veſſel ſhould go out of the ſaid Ports, they would leave thoſe 
Ports really in the fame State in which they are at preſent, indeed in a 
State even leſs favourable, ſince the Time is perhaps not far off when 
the Britiſh Forces will not prevent thoſe Veſſels from going out. All 
that Citizen Otto can concede, with regard to this Article, is, that no 
Naval Stores ſhall be imported by Sea into the Ports of Toulon and 
Breſt; but he muſt inſiſt upon the free Egreis of Frigates and Sloops. 
If this Conceſſion give to France the Advantage of an effectual Com- 
| munication with her Colonies, it is an Equivalent to that derived from 
this Armiſtice to the Commerce of England; which, under the Pro- 
tection of this Convention, can extend itſelf to all Parts of the World, 
without being moleſted by French Privateers. 

That, beſides, if a Reference were made to the Compariſon between 
theContinentalArmiſtice and the Maritime Truce, that Compariſon would 
be found to be entirely to the Diſadvantage of France. Upon the Con- 

tinent, the French and Auftrian Armies reciprocally enjoy the ſame 
Liberty of taking, within the Line of Demarcation, thoſe Poſitions. 
which appear moſt advantageous to them: By the Maritime Armiſtice, 
on the contrary, England preſerves alone the Right of diſpoſing of her 
Squadrons, whilſt the French Ships of the Line remain in their Ports, 
and cannot enter into may hoſtile Combination an Wen 
Britann 

3. The ſixth Article of the new Projet, reſpeding the Englich 
Troops which may be allowed to land in Italy, has been conſidered 
as a new Pretenſion on the Part of France, ſince the had made no Men- 
tion of it in her firſt Projet; but this Pretenſion (if it can be called 
ſo) is only the natural Conſequence of a Conceſſion alike new, made 
by France, in offering to include in the Armiſtice the Allies of 
Great Britain.— It would indeed be impolſible to allow the King of 

Naples to enjoy Advantages from this Truce, and to leave him 
alſo the Power of re: inforcing and of preparing freſh. Means of At- 
tack againſt the Republic. : 
Citizen Otto confines himſelf to theſe Obſervations: which . 
deems of moſt Importance. Other Objections which have been made, 
and which in great Meaſure relate to the Form of drawing up the 


8 5 propoſed Convention, might be SOOT obviated, 
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(No. 42.) NOTE. 


Downing-Street, Sept. 26, 1800. 


Mk. Hammond is direQed to acquaint M. Otto that the Obſervations 
contained in his Note this Day, received by Mr. e have 
been laid before His Majeſty's Government. 
Ihe King's Servants regret that M. Otto's Inſtructions are not full. 
ciently extenſive to enable him to furniſh the Means of Accommodation 
on thoſe Points which prevent the Concluſion of a Naval Armiſtice. 
The only Object which His Majeſty has had in View in this Diſcuſ- 
ſion has been repeatedly ſtated, as well as thoſe Conſiderations which 
appear to him neceſſarily to limit the Extent of the Conceſſions which 
it is poſſible for him to make in this Reſpect. | 
Tt 18 not conceived that any Advantage can ariſe from a new State 
ment of the ſame Topics, eſpecially as it is not doubted that M. Otto 
in his Report of the different Arguments ſtated by Mr. Hammond in 
their Conference, will bring them in the fulleſt Manner under the 
Conſideration of his Government. In offering theſe Conceſſions, His 
| Majefty has given a ſtrong Proof of his W illingnefs to make a conſider- 
able Sacrifice of the particular Intereſts of this Country 1n order to 
facilitate thoſe Negotiations for General Peace in which he has expreſſed 
| his Readineſs to concur, He ſtill perteveres in the ſame Diſpoſitions, 


and will be willing to join in any OPAL] Steps to de taken for that 1 
Eee 


1. Otto. 


(No. 43.) 3 En 
3 Hereford-Street, le 6 Vendemiaite, 
Monſieur, (28 Sept. 1800.) 

'AI rect la Note, que vous m'avez fait l'Honneur de m'adreſſer le 
] 26, et je me luis empreſſe d'en tranſmettre le Contenu 2 mon 
Gouvernement, de meme que les Obſervations reafermces dans la Piece 
que Jai YHonneur de vous renvoyer Ci-joint. 
Le Miniſtère de Sa Majeſté a rendu Joſtice à mes Intentions en ſe 
perſuadant que j enverrois en France un Compte deraille et exact de 
la Converſation que j'ai eu 'Honneur d'entretenir avec vous. Je n'at 
rien neglige pour faire connoitre au Premier Conſul toute I'Etendue des 
Obſervations que vous avez été charge de me communiquer, Quelque 
ſoir le Reſultat de cette Tentative des deux Gouvernemens de retablir 
la Tranquillite générale de l'Europe, je dois me feliciter d'avoir ere 
pres du Miniftere de Sa Majeſté l'Organe des Diſpoſitions pacifiques 
de la France, et d'avoir été chargé de tranſmettre à mon Gouvernement 

J Aſſurance des Diſpoſitions egalement conciliantes de Sa Majeſté. 


Jai PHonneur d'ètre avec la plus haute Conlideration, 
Monſicur, &c. 


TCC „% (Signs) OTTO. 
NI. Hammond, Sous Secretaire d'Etat. e 


(Jo. 44.) 
Hereford- Street, 14 endende An g. 
5 Monſieur, : — (6 Oct. 1800.) 
MONSIEUR George n'ẽtant pas encore de retour, j'ai PHonnevr 
de m'adreſſer directement à vous pour vous demander une 


Entrevue dans Park-Place, ou dans tout autre Endroit que VOUS JUSErES 
= propos d deſigner. 


J at PHonneur d'e etre, c. 


| (Sign®) , OTTO. 


N. Hammond, Sous Secretaire d Etat. 


[Y as 


-CT7 we (F\ "(TCP hl ane (BY (Þ. 


To Mr. Hammond, Vader Secretary of State. 


Mr. Hammond: 


(No: 43.) Tranſlation, 


| e Hereford- Street, 6 Vendemiaite: 
Sie; 3 (Sept. 28, 1800.) 


| ] HAVE ceived the Note, which you did me the Honor to ad- 


dreſs to me on the 26th, and I loſt no Time in forwarding the 
Contents to my Government; ; and allo the Obſervations contained in 
the Piece which I have now the Honor to return incloſed. 


His Majeſty's Miniſtry has done Juſtice to my Intentions, in being 


erſuaded that I would ſend to France a detailed and exact Account 
of the Converſation which I had the Honor of having with you, I. 


have done every Thing in my Power to make the Firſt Conſul ac- 


quainted with the whole Extent of the Obſervations which you were 


directed to communicate to me. 


Whatever may be the Reſult of this Attempt of the two over 


ments to re-eſtabliſh the general Tranquillity of Europe, I ought to 


congratulate myſelt for having been, to the Miniftry of His Majeſty, 


the Organ of the pacific Diſpoſitions of France; and for having been 
charged to tranſmit to my Government the Aſſurance of the equally 
cConciliatory Diſpoſitions of His Majeſty. 1 have the Honor to be 


with che higheſt Conſideration, 


(No. 44.) CW Tranſlation, 


 Hereford- Street, 14 Vende! niaire, Year 9. 
Sir, 55 _ „5 (OR, 6. 1800.) 


R. George r not being yet returned, 1. have the Honor to ad- 


dreſs my ſelf directly to you, to requeſt that you will meet me in 


8 Park- Place, or in any other Place which you Hall Fink F to 
appoint. 2” have the Honor to be, &c. „ 


(Signed) OTTO. 55 
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(No. 45.) 


Sir; Dovning-Street, O&. 8, 1800. 
IN endeavouring to make, for the Information of His Majeſty's 
Miniſters, as accurate a Repreſentation as I could of the Purport of 
the Communication which you Yelterday made to me verbally, I have 
felt ſo much Anxiety leſt, in an Affair of ſuch Importance, there ſhould 
be any Miſ-ſtatement on my Part of what you ſaid, that I cannot help 
expreſſing to you my earneſt Deſire that you would ſend me a written 
Minute of the Subſtance of this Anſwer in the ſame Manner as has 
been done 1 in all the other Stages of this Diſcuſſion. 


A Or 1 have the Honor to be, &c. 
M. Otto. 
N (Signed) oY GEO. HAMMOND. 


(Ko. 46.) 
Hereford: Street, le 16 Vendemiaire, An 9 
Montievr, VVV 


JAI regũ la Lettre que vous m'avez fait P Honneur de m' adreſſer ce 
Matin pour me demander la Subſtance par Ecrit de la Communi- 
cation que ,J'al ete charge de vous faire, vũque I' Importance de 
| YObjet dont il s'agit vous fait craindre de n'avoir pas completement 
ſaiſi le Sens de cette Communication. Je m empreſſe en x conſequence 

de vous en adreſſer le Reſume. : 
Lees dernières Notes echanges et F 8 ee qui 

ont completement change Jes Baſes ſur leſquelles devoit s'etablir 

J Armiſtice propoſe, ayant mis un Terme à la Negociation entamee, 
j'ai eu l'Honneur de vous informer, que nonobſtant les Circonſtances 
qui s'oppoſent a la Concluſion d'une Treve Maritime, le Premier 
Conſul eſt invariablement diſpoſe & regevoir les Ouvertures qui pour- 
ront Ette relatives à une Negociation particulière entre la France et la. 
Grande Bretagne, et que Je Mode d'une pareille Ouverture depend 


entièrement du Choix de Sa Majeſte; que lorfque le Roi Jugera à 5 


pPropos d'envoyer pour cet Effet un Plenipotentiaire a Paris, je ſuis 
autoriſé non ſeulement A y conſentir, mais à lui remettre le Paſſeport 
_ neceſTaire:; Que (i d'une autre Core Sa Majeſte prefere que les Negociations | 


preliminaires ſoient entamees A LOnares il me ſera pe pour cet Effet : 
des Pouvoirs ſpeciaux. | 


I > ai I Honneur q: Etre avec une haute Conſideration, 
| Monſieur, &c. 


35 | 8 | (Signs) | OT T0. 
M. Hammond, Sous Secrctaire d'Etat. JF 


NA ww \/ ws ([yY. Ro. 


| Mr. Hammond, 


(No. 46.) HE | - Tranation. 9 


Heereſord. street, 16 Ve endemiaire, Year 9: 
"Sir. e ee 19COP--- 


1 HAVE received the Letter which you did me the Honor to ad- 


dreſs to me this Morning, requeſting that I would acquaint you in 


Writing with the Subſtance of the Communication which I have been 
directed to make to you, the Importance of the Object to which it 
relates rendering you apprehenſive leſt you ſhould not completely 
have ſeized the Meaning of the Communication, 1 haſten therefore 
to tranſmit the Subſtance of it to you. 3 


The laſt Notes which were exchanged, and ſeveral i important 8 


which have completely changed the Baſis upon which the propoſed 
Armiſtice was to have been eſtabliſhed, having put an End to the Ne- 
gotiation on Foot, I had the Honor to inform you, that notwith- 

ſtanding the Circumſtances which are oppoſed to the Concluſion of a 
Maritime Truce, the Firſt Conſul is invariably diſpoſed to receive 


any Overtures relative to a ſeparate Negotiation between France and 
Great Britain, and that the Mode of ſuch Overture entirely depends 


upon the Option of His Majeſty : That when the King ſhall think 

proper to ſend for that Purpoſe a Plenipotentiary to Paris, l am au- 
thorized not only to conſent to it but to deliver to him the neceſſary 
Paſſport.— That if on the contrary His Majeſty ſhould prefer that the 
_ preliminary Negotiations ſhould be begun at London, ſpecial Powers | 
will be | (em to me for that Purpoſe. 1 haye the Honor, Kc. 26 


Signed EN oro. 
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(No, 47.) | : | 
Sir, Downing-Street, Oct. 9, 1800. 


1 HAVE the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of 
= Yeſterday's Date; and I am directed in return to acquaint you, 

That His Majeſty's Government entirely agrees in the Opinion there 
expreſſed, that all further Diſcuſſion of the Terms of a. Naval Armiſtice 
would be ſuperfluous, as the only Object which it was propoſed to His 

Majeſty to ſecure by ſuch an Arrangement has in the mean Time been 
made the Ground of ſeparate Sacrifices required from his Ally. 

With Reſpect to the Propoſal of opening Negotiations for a ſeparate 
Peace, His Majeſty, retaining always the ſincere Deſire which he has 
_ uniformly expreſſed for the Reſtoration of General Tranquillity in 
Europe, muſt at the fame Time renew his former Declarations of an 
 Invariable Determination to execute with Punctuality and good Faith 
his Engagements with his Allies; and muſt therefore ſteadily decline 


to enter into any Meaſures tending to ſeparate his Intereſts from thoſe 


of the Powers who ſhall continue to make Common Cauſe with him in 
the Pros ecution ot the War. 1 am, &c. 5 


8 (Signed) | GEO, HAMMOND. 
N. Otto. | „„ 


' 
. 


3 ee 


immeẽdiate de Plénipotentiaires reſpectifs, 
Zèle s'occupent A concerter, ſous le moindre Delai poſſible, les Moyens 
du Rëtabliſſement de la Tranquillite générale, apres lequel FEvrope 
ſouffrante ſoupire vainement depuis fi long Tems; Sa MajeRe ofe ſe 
| flatter de trouver dans cette Meſure le prompt Accompliſſcment de ſes 
| Veeux pacifiques d'autant plus ſtirement, que le Koi de la Grande 
Bretagne, {on Allie, vient de lui faire declarer qu '1l eſt pret à concourir 
de ſon Co:e aux memes Negociations, ainſi qu'il conſte par la Copie 
_ ci-Jointe de la Note Officielle remiſe ici par Lord Minto, Envoye 
Extraordinaire et Miniſtre Plénipotentiaire de Sa Mzjelte Britannique. 
II ne s'agit done plus que du Choix du Lieu pour la Reunion des Plé- 
nipotentiaires, dont il ſera ſans Doute facile de convenir, et pour lequel 
Sa Majelte penſe, qu'atin de faciliter les Communications des Pleni- 
Potentiaires avec leurs Gouvernemens reſpectifs, il ſerait 3-propos de 
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A. 


Extrait d'une Note du Baron de T hugut i Monſieur Talleyrand, en 


Date de Vienne, le 11 Aourt 1800. 


] /EMPEREUR m'a ordonne, Monſieur, de faire parvenir au 


Premier Conſul, par votre Canal, l' Invitation pour l'Aſſemblée 


preferer un Point a-peu-pres central, tel que Sheleſtat, Luneville, &c. 


ou tel autre Endroit, fur lequel pour gagner du Tems, le Gouverne- 
ment Frangais pourrait s' entendre directement avec le Gouvernement 
: Britannique. D'après la Declaration que) ai l' Honntur de tranſmettre 
ici à votre Excellence d' Ordre expres de Sa Majeſté, et d'après les 
Diſpoſitions également pacifiques de Sa Majeſté Britannique, il ne 
_ dependra deſormais que du Gouvernement Frangais d'accelerer Vheu- 
reux Moment qui doit rendre le Repos i ni aa ſi cruellement 


dechirce par une Guerre deſtructive. 


(Signe) Baron de THUGUT. 


qui de bonne Foi et avec 


669) 


A. 
Tranſlation. 


xtra of a Note from Baron Thugut to M. T alleyrand, ated 
Vienna, the 11th of Auguſt 1800. 


PHE Emperor has ordered me, Sir, to convey to the Firſt Confol, : 
through your Channel, the Invitation for the immediate Meeting 


of the reſpeCtive Plenipotentiaries, who with good Faith and Zeal are 


occupied in concerting, with as little Delay as poſſible, the Means of 
re eſtabliſhing general Tranquillity, after which ſuffering Europe has 
long ſighed in vain; His Majeſty flatters himſelf, that through that 
| Meaſure his pacific Wiſhes will be ſpeedily accompliſhed with the more 
Certainty, becauſe the King of Great Britain, his Ally, has juſt cauſed 
it to be declared to him that he is ready, on his Part, to concur in the 
ſame Negotiations, as it appears by the encloſed Copy of the Official 
Note delivered here by Lord Minto, His Britannic Majeſty's Envoy 
Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary. It only remains therefore 5 
to agree upon the Place at which the Plenipotentiaries ſnall meet, 
which will doubtleſs be ealily ſettled. In order to facilitate the Inter- 
courſe of the Plenipotentiaries with their reſpective Governments, His 
Majeſty thinks that it would be adviſable to give the Preference to 
ſome Place nearly central, ſuch as Schelſtat, Luneville, &c. or ſome 
other with Reſpect to which, in order to ſave Time, the French Go- 
vernment might come to an Underſtanding directly with the Britiſh 
Government. ” According to the Declaration which, by His Majeſty's 
_ expreſs Order, I have now the Honor to tranſmit to your | xcellency, 
and according to the equally pacific Diſpoſitions which. His Britannic 
Majeſty has teſtified, it will henceforward depend vnon the French 
Government alone to accelerate the happy Moment of the Reſtoration 
of Repoſe to Europe ſo cruelly mangled by a deſtructive War. 
F (Signed) — Baron de TIIUGur. 
M. Talleyrand. „ TT %%%  - 


| 


— 
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B. 


]_E Sovfligne Envoye Extraordinaire et Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire de 


Sa Majeſte Britannique n'a pas manque de tranſmettre a ſa Cour 


toutes les Communications qui lui ont ete faites d'Ordres de Empereur 


par Son Excellence Monſieur le Baron de Thugut, relativement aux 


Correſpondences qui ont eu Lieu entre Sa Majeſte 'Empereur et le 
Gouvernement Francais, ſur des Ouvertures de Paix. Le Souſſigné 
s' eſt trouvẽ en conſequence charge de temoigner la Satisfaction qu'a 
donne à Sa Majeſte cette Marque de Confiance de la Part de Sa 


Maefte Imperiale et Royale. Le Souſſigné ne differe pas, d'apres les 


Autoriſations qu'il vient de recevoir, de "declarer que Sa Majeſté Bri- 
tannique, defirant donner a]'Empereur et à toute 'Europe les Preuves 
les plus evidentes de ſon Union parfaite et cordiale avec Sa Majeſte 


Imperiale et Royale, et du Prix qu'Elle attache 2 la Conſervation 


conſtante du Concert et de VAmitie intime qui ſont fi heureuſement 
tablis entre leurs Couronnes et leurs Peuples, eſt diſpoſce à concourir 


avec VAutriche aux Negociations qui pourront avoir Lieu pour une 


| Pacification Generale, et à envoyer ſes Plenipotentiaires pour traiter 
de la Paix de Concert avec Sa Majeſté Imperiale et Royale, auſſitot 


que l'Intention du Gouvernement Frangais d'entrer en Negoclation | 


: avec Sa Majeſte Britannique lui ſera connue. 


Le Souſſignè ſaiſit avec Empreſſement cette Occaſion de renouveller 


| . Son Excellence les Aſſurances de la Conkideration la mou diſtinguee. 


lg ro ED rh Giese) MIN TO. 
Vienne, ce 9 d'Aoüt 1800. 5 
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B. 


Tranſlation. 


HE Underſigned, His Britannic Majeſty's Envoy Extraordinary 
and Miniſter Plenipotentiary, did not fail to tranſmit to his Court 

” all Je Communications which have been made to him by the Emperor's 
Direction, by his Excellency Baron Thugur, relative to the Correipond- 
egnce which has taken place between His Majefty the Emperor and 
the French Government reſpecting Overtures for Peace. The Under- 
ſigned has in conſequence been directed to intimate the Satisfaction 
which His Majeſty has received from this Mark of Confidence on the 

Part of His Imperial and Royal Majeſty. The Underſigned does not 
delay, after the Authority which he has juſt received, to declare that His 
Britannic Majeſty, deſirous at all Times of giving to the Emperor and 


to all Europe the cleareſt Proofs of his perfect and cordial Union with 


His Imperial and Royal Majeſty, and of the Value which he attaches 
to the conſtant Preſervation of the intimate Concert and Friendſhip 


which are ſo happily eſtabliſhed between their Crowns and their Sub- 


jects, is diſpoſed to concur with Auſtria: in the Negotiations which 
may take place for a general Pacification, and to ſend his Plenipoten- 
tiaries to treat for Peace in Concert with His Imperial and Royal Majeſty, 
as ſoon as the Intention of the French Government to enter into a 
| Negotiation with His Britannic Majeſty ſhall be known to him, 
The Underſigned eagerly ſeizes this Occaſion of renewing to his 
| Excellency the Afurance of bit moſt ieee Conſideration. e 


; Vienna, Avg, A Cerec) MINTO. 


"Y * N 2 _ 
——— — .. 
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C. 
Kleber General en Chef, Commandant l' Arme Francaiſe en Egypte, 
à ſon Excellence le Caimakam de la Sublime Porte, Illuſtre parmi 
les Grands, Eclaires et Sages; que Dieu lui donne une longue Vie 


pleine de Gloire et de Bonheur. 
| | Salut et Amitie, 


Vor RE Excellence a ah Doute e ete informs de la Marche et du s 
Reſultat des Negociations que j'avais conclues avec Son Alteſſe le 
Supreme Vizir Youſſef Pacha; et d'apres les Aſſurances qui m'en ont 
Ete donnees par des Perſonnes de Marque de votre Nation, je dois 
penſer que le Traits d'El-Ariſh a obtenu I Approbation de Sa Majeſte 
 YEmperevr Selim II. Pluſieurs Articles de ce Traite avaient deja 
' regu leur Execution, et PArmee Francaiſe particulièrement rempliſſoit 
avec Fidelite ſes Engagemens. 
IJPetais fur le Point d'evacuer le Caire, lorſque je regus de Lord : 
Keith, Commandant en Chef la Flotte Anglaiſe dans la Mediterrannce, 
une Lettre, qui excita la Surpriſe et ſurtout Pladignation de tous les 
| Frangais. J'en joins ici Ja Copie: cet Ecrit, qui ſuppoſe Þ Ignorance 
abſolue de ma Poſition, et l'Oubli de ce qu'on doit a les Allies, rendait 
illuſoires non ſeulement la Convention d'El-Ariſh, mais encore toute 
Eſpece de Traite que je pourrais à Vavenic conclure avec la Sublime 
Porte; a l' Egard des Conditions injurieuſes que cette Lettre renferme, 
votre Excellence comprendra facilement que VArmee F rangaiſe en 
5 Egy pte ne peut jamais ſe trouver dans le Cas d'y ſouſcrire. | 
| J avais fait Part de ces Obſervations au Supreme Vizir, et je luis 
propoſais de diiferer PEvacuation de Caire julqu'a à ce que cette Diffi- 
cultè inattendue fut levee, Je ne pouvais demander une Garantie plus 
 moderee de l' Execution de nos Conventions; Son Alteſſe $'y eſt refuſee, 
et Elle a prefere d'abandonner au Haſard d'une Bataille la Poſſeſſion 
d'un Pais qui lui étoit toute afſurce. Cette Bataille a eu Lieu 29 
Ventoſe, et le Ciel, protẽgeant la Juſtice de ma Cauſe, m'a donne la 
Victoire. Cependant le Defir ſincere que j'ai toujours eu de rẽta- 
blir les Liens d'Amitic et d'Interer qui ont uni pendant tant de Siècles 
les Deux Nations, n'eſt point alters par cet Evenement. La Sublime 
Porte me trouvera encore difpole a a la remettre en Poſſeſſion de PEgypte 
aux Conditions ftipulees à El-Ariſh, ſauf quelques Modifications, que 


les Circonſtances actuelles ont rendu neceſſaires. Ainſi une nouvelle _ 
Effoſion de Sang ſerait abſolument ſans Objet, et une Negociation 8 


reguliète, et dont Effet ne ſerait pas arrẽtéè par des Ordres 1 1mprevus, : 
rendrait a Empire Ottoman des Provinces que l'on $'efforcerait inu- 
tilement de nous enlever par la Voie des Armes. Si votre Excellence 
partage ces Sentimens de Paix et de Concar ue, clic les fera connairre 2 
Sa Majeſté V Empereur Selim II. et ſans Doute elle en obtiendra, 
Ordre de renouer, fans Délai, des Conférences qui nous conduiront 
au But que nous avons un egal Déſir Qatteindre. | Je prie votre Excel- 
lence de croirea la haute Conſideration que j'ai pour Elle. 


M (ieren nen 


Du Caire, le (10 Avril) 20 Germinal, An 8. de la Republique Fran- 


gaiſe, repondant au 14 du Mois de la Lune Zyſcade An de 
TEgyre 1 
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G. 
Tranſlation. 


General Kleber, Commander in Chief of the French Army in Egypt; 
to his Excellency the Caimakam of the Sublime Porte, Illuſtrious 
amongſt the Great the Enlightened and the Wiſe ; may God grant 
to him a ny Lite full of Glory and of Happineſs. _ 


Health and Friendſhip. 
yy OUR Excellency has; without Doubt. been informed of the Prog reſs 
I and Reſult of the Negotiations which I had concluded with his High- = 
neſs the Supreme Vizir Youſſef Pacha; and according to the Afturan- 1 
ces to that Effect which I have received from Perſons "of Diſtinction of 
your Nation, I have Reaſon to think, that the Treaty of El Ariſh hag 
obtained the Approbation of His Majeſty the Emperor Selim the Second. 
Several Articles of this Treaty had already been executed, and the 
; French Army in particular was faithfully fulfilling its Engagements. 


I was upon the Point of evacuating Cairo, when I received from 
Lord Keith, Commander in Chief of the Engliſh Fleet in the Medi- 


rerranean, a Letter, which excited the Surprize, and above all, the 


Indignation of all the French. J herewith annex a Copy of it: This 
Paper, which evinces the moſt perfect Ignorance of my Situation, and 
the Neglect of every Thing due to Allies, rendered illuſory not 
only the Convention of El-Ariſh, but alſo of every Kind of Treaty 
which I might thenceforward conclude with the Sublime Porte. With 
regard to the injurious Conditions contained in that Letter, your 
Excellency will readily perceive, that the French Army | in Eg gypt can 5 
never be reduced to ſubſcribe to them. 


J had communicated theſe Obſervations. to the Grind: View: and 15 5 


propoſed to him to poltpone the Evacuation of Cairo until this unex- 
pected Difficulty ſhould be removed. I could not demand a more 


moderate Pledge of the Execution of our Conventions; ns Excel - 
lency refuſed to conſent to this Propoſal, and choſe rather to expoſe tro 


the Fate of a Battle, the Poſſeſſion of a Country which was abſolutely 
| aſſured to him. This Battle took Place on the 29th of Ventole, and 
Heaven protecting the Juſtice of my Cauſe, conferred Victory on me. 


Nevertheleſs, the ſincere Deſire which I have always had, to re-eftablih 


the Ties of Friendſhip and of Intereſt, which, during ſo many Cen- 


turies, have united the Two Nations, is not altered by that Event. 


The Sublime Porte will ſtill find me diſpoſed to deliver up to him the - 
| Poſſeſſion of Egypt upon the Conditions ſtipulated at El-Ariſh, with 


the Exception of ſome Modifications, which the exiſting Circumſtan« 


ces have rendered neceſſary. Thus all Motive for a freſh EfFuſion 
of Blood would be obviated, and a regular Negotiation {the Effect of 


which would no longer be prevented by unforeſeen Orders) would 


reſtore to the Ottoman Empire thoſe Provinces of which it would be . 


in vain to attempt to deprive us by Force of Arms. If your Excel- 
lency ſhares theſe Sentiments of Peace and Concord, you will com- 


municate them to His Majeſty the Emperor Selim the Second, ana 


without Doubt, you will obtain Orders to relume, without Delay, thoſe 
Conferences which would conduct us to the Object which we are equally 


deſirous of attaining, FT beg your Excellency to believe in the high 5 
Conſideration I entertain for you, — 


r = - (Sighed) KLEBER 
Cairo, the 2oth Germinal, Year 8 of the French Republic, (roth of 


April 1800,) which anſwers to the 14th of the Month of the 
Moon e in the Lear of the gira 1214. 
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Au TOE de N 15 Avril 1800. 


Baudot, Pfei Aide · de- Camp du General Kleber, Commandant e en 


Chef de Armee Fransaiſe en Egypte. 
A Monſieur le Premier Interprète de Ja Sublime Porte. 


Mon fieur le Prince, 


TE nai ceſſe dans toutes les Courerſations que j ai eues avec vous, de 
vous rẽpẽter que Vintention ferme et bien prononcee du General 


Kicker.” a toujours été dexecuter ſcrupuleuſement le Traité d'EI- 
Ariih. J aJoure avec Confiance, connaiſſant le CarsQere loyal et 
franc de ce General, et le vrai Defir qu'il a de donner au Supreme 


Vizir des Preuves poſitives de ſa bonne Poi, que quelques ſolent les 


Chances de la Guerre, VArmee Frangaiſe evacuera |'Egypte, auſſitôt que 
les Paſſports neceſlaries du Gouvernement Anglais leront arrives, ainſi 
que be Nombre des Batimens ſtipulé pourle 1 ranſport des 1 roupes. 


1 al VHonneur a TROY Kc. e EL 5 | 
_(81gne) BAUDOT. 


8 


D. 
Tranſlation, 


At the Camp of Jaffa, 15th April, 1800. | 


| Baudot, Firſt Aid- de-Camp to General Kleber, Commander in Chief 


of the French Army in Egypt. 
To the F iſt Interpreter | of the Sublime Porte. 


Prince, | 


IN all my Converſations with you, I have continually: repeated to 
you, that the firm and clearly expreſſed Intention of General 


Kleber has always been, ſcrupulouſly to execute the Treaty of El- 
Ariſn. I add, with Confidence, from my Knowledge of the loyal 
and open Character of that General, and the real Wiſh which he has 
to give to the Supreme Vizir the moſt poſitive Proofs of his good 
Faith, that, whatever may be the Fortune of War, the French Army 
hall evacuate Egypt immediately after the Arrival of the ncceſfary 


Paſſports from the Engliſh Government, and of the Number of 


Veſlels e for the T ranſport of the Troops. 


5 have the Honor, Se =; CE 
vg. DS ns BAUDOT. 


Printed by A Strahan, Printers. Street t, London, 
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Mercurii, ꝙ die Maii, 1798. 


Tur COMMITTEE, to whom the Report was 


re- committed, which was made from the Committee to 


whom the ſeveral Papers, which were preſented to the 
Houſe upon the Twenty-firſt Day of March laſt by Mr. 
WuHiTEHEAD, from the Tranſport Board, and by Mr. 


 S$TewaRT, from the Commiſtioners for Sick and Wounded 


Seamen, reſpecting the TREATMENT or PRISONERS on 
War, were referred; and who were directed to examine 


the Matters thereof, and report the fame, with their 


Opinion thereupon, to the Houſe: — Have, purſuant to the 


Order of the Houſe, made ſome Alterations in the ſaid 


| Report, and ſome Additions thereto, and have agt eed u upon 
the following REPORT; VIZ. 


R 0 M the Multiplicity of Papers 155 Evidence which it has 


been neceſſary to examine, Your Committee have found it 


convenient, for the Sake of Perſpicuity, to arrange the Subject 
under the following Heads; Firſt, The Treatment of the F rench 
Priſoners of War confined in England—Secondly, The Treatment 
of Britiſh Priſoners of War confined in France—Thirdly, The Steps 


taken by the Britiſh Government for the Eſtabliſhment of a Cartel 


of Exchange: With the Proceedings in both Countries reſpecting 


Sir Sidney Smith, and of Priſoners on Parole. 


After examining och of the Papers and Evidence as belong to the 


: Firſt Head, it appears to Your Committee, that the Britin G0 
vernment, actuated by the moſt liberal Motives, from the Moment 


that the Chance of War had made the Priſoners of the Enemy an 


Object of Public Attention, was careful to provide ſuch Places 5 
Confinement as were molt conſiſtent with the internal Safety of th 
5 Country, and the general Accommodation of the Priſoners them 
ſelves; that in every Inſtance the moſt humane Regulations were 


framed for their Treatment, both in the Priſons and the Hoſpitals; 


that Medical Attendance of every Kind was provided in the moſt 


amp Manner ; that every reaſonable Check was introduced againſt 
Fraud 


No 2. A. 
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Fraud and Impoſition; ; and that the Priſoners themſelves were per. 
mitted, without Reſtraint, 2 app ont Inf pe ectors of their own, wit 
a View to the juſt Delivery © Ef the allotted Rations; that Com Wang 
were far from being difcour Sed; and that the Contractors, When. 
ever liable to Cen fare, were rigorouily proceeded againſt and pt 


nulied : 1 as the beit Proof that the Priſoners had Cauſe to be 


ſatis fed with their Treatment in moſt Inſtances, the ſame Con. 
tractors as WCle employed by Our Government, have been con. 
* = } -; * 

tinued fince the Superintende nce has been tr ausferred to Agent, 


„ 


pee ©) by the Dircctorg ot France. 


"It appears that, from the C ommenceinent of the War to th: 
1ſt © f January 17 700, the Care of the French Priſoners Was velit: 
in the Son e der for Sick and Wounded Seamen. The Prin- 
cival Priſons in England were, Portcheſter and Forton, near Port. 
mouth; Pl vino uth; Stapleton near Briſt ol; Norman Crols, near 
Stüton, was not built til April 1797; Liverpool; Roſkof and Ker. 
Suillack, between Penryn and Falmouth, beſides other Places 0 
temporary Conſinement, and Priſon Ships at di fferent Ports. Th 
Regulations adopted were the ſame as in the Two laſt Wars, bo: 
it reſpect to Prifoners in Health, and the Sick. The J. 
Nation of Proviſions for Priſoners of the former Deſcription v 
One Quart of Beer, One Pound and Half of Bread, One This: 
an Ounce of Salt, Three Quarters of a Pound of Beef, exc-: 
Saturdays, when Four Ounces of Butter or Six of Cheeſe 
ſubſtituted; Half a Pint of Peaſe Four Days a Week. W. 
Greens were iſſued in lieu of Peaſe, each Man's Allowance w..: 


( Ine Pound of Cabbage, ee of the Stalk, and fit for boiling. 


Theſe Rubio varied occaſionaliy as e ee required. 
In May 1795, on Account of a temporary Scarcity of freſh Beef, 
it was withheld Two Days in the Week, and ſalted Proviſions 
fupplicd 1 in lieu; and in Auguſt 1795, on Account of a Scarcity of 
Bread, the Quantity of that Article was diminiſhed for a Time, but 
the Deficiency wa : made up by additional Pulſe or Vegetables, 
pon any Comp! aint of Conſequence, a Viſitation was made by a 
Com: miſſioner of the Board, to the Spot where the Complaint 


_ aroſe, for the Sake of enquiring into 11 and if well founded! it was 
e redre fled. 


As an -4di tional Check upon thi Agents and Cont aQors, among | 


the Rulcs which were hung up within the Priſon, in the Language 


of the Priſoners, was a 3 2 of tae Rations of Provi ions, which. 
were ſubject to the Inſpection of a Committee appointed Hy the 
| Priſoners, and {elected from themſelves, A Contractor at F almouth, 


Who 


+ b 0 


TP 


tion to the Friſon Surgeons, 


was cha pged as Often as Occaion required. 
if Hoſpitals \ was the ſame as in the Hoſpital for Britiſh Seamen. 


pears to have occurred rela 


a Week to the Admiralty. 


his Govern:nent to re- pay that Expence. 
have been rt 


31 


who had failed in his Engagement, was ſentenced to be impr iſoned No. 


Six Montis in the County Gaol, and to be fined 1. 300. 


The A vents and Surgeons at all the different Priſons were fur- N“. B. 


niſhed with Inſtructions, from which they were in no Inſtance to 
deviate, without applying to the Sick and Hurt Board. In addi- 
others were ſelected by the Board from 


among the Priſoners ; and Tea, Sugar, Fruit, and Porter, having 


been added to the Diet for fick Britiſh Seainen in our Hoſpitals, 
the fame Articles were added to the Dict for ſick French Priſoners. 
In the Priſons each Man was allowed a Hammock, Paillaſſe, Rolſter, N* 1. | 


The Straw of the Paillaſſe and Bolſter 
The Bedding in the 


and Blanket or Coverlet. 


In December 1795, Mr. Cgarretis a Frenchman, who had refided No 4. 
ſome Years in this Country, was appointed by the French Govern- 
ment their Agent for the Care of French Priſoners. 
niſhed by the Tranſport Board with the Means of enquiring into 
the State of the Priſons, was ſuffered to viſit them whenever he Ne 5. 


He was fur- _ 


. 


thought fit, and was provided with Lifts of the Perſons conaned | in Neg. 


them as often as hc required it. 


-On- the "t of January 90G, % Care of Priloacts | in Health N*2. 


was transferred to the Tranſport Board, the Superintendence of the 
Hoſpitals fill remaining under the Sick and Hurt Board. The 
ſame Regulations were obſerved, and the ſame Allowance of Pro- 


viſions adopted as had been formerly. 


N othing particular ap- 


Priſon Ships at Portſmouth and Plymouth, to vifit them often, 
as well as the Priſons, to hear all Complaints, and to report once 


(which it had been agreed was to be provided by France) but 
ſaid that the Board, from Motives of Humanity, had ſupplied 
a conhiderable Number with Clothes, and requeſted him to urge 
No Anſwer ſeems to 


returned to this Application, nor does it appear that 
any Clothing was provided by France. 


oe e trayed 


ive to the Priſoners during that Lear. 
In January 1797, Orders were given to Captains ſuperintending N 22. 


In March, the Board ſtated to Mr. No 39. 
Charreti?, that the French Priſoners were in Want of Cl othing 


In June, Mr. Charreti“ Ne 4. 
viſited Portcheſter, where, on Account of the Mutiny which 

then prevailed in the Britiſh Fleet, and a Suſpicion that the Muti- 
ncers meant to put Arms into the Hands of the Priſoners, who be- 


. 


| No 4. 


N 2. C. 
N52. A. 


N 1. 


Ne 5. 


he heard other Complaints, which, upon Inveſtigation, | proved to 


E 


frayed a as Diſpoſition to Diſturbance ani rofurpRicn, it was 


thought neceſſary to enforce ſtricter Diſcipline. It was found re- 
quiſite for this End to prohibit the Market which had been allowed 
to be held, for the Purpoſe of putting it in the Power of the Pri- 
ſoners, by diſpoſing of various Articles which they manufactured, 
to ſupply themſelves with Vegetables and other little Comforts at 
their own Expence. It muſt be obſerved, that they had their uſual 


Allowance of Proviſions; but ſome Complaints aroſe, from Impo- 


fitions in the Price of Bread and Milk, which were clandeſtinely 


brought into the Priſon by the Turnkeys, and fold. Theſe Com- 


plaints proved trivial and of no * 


Ile next went to Plymouth, Where the only Complaint he heard 
was of the Quality of ſome of the Proviſions; but this was redreſſed 
by Application to Captain Lane, the Superintendent of Priſoners. 


| Your Committee beg to obſerve; that Mr. Charretit ates as a 
general Obſervation, that the Proviſions furniſhed were inferior to 


the Price paid by Government, and that at Falmouth, particularly, 
they were Eighty per Cent. below the Contract Price; but he produces 


no Proof or Document whatever to confirm ſo extraordinary an 
- "Affortion: and differs ſo entirely from the other Evidence before the 


Committee, as not to be entitled to any Credit. 


At Falmouth: hs ſtates the Treatment of the Prifonces to have 


been negligent, as the Bread made with bad Corn, mixed with 
Chaff.— In conſequence of his Complaint, Captain Lane was ſent to 
Inveſtigate the Matter, and reported to the Board, that the Con- 


tractor had ſometimes given Bread of inferior Quality, but never 
mixed with Chaff.— That whenever a juſt Complaint had been 


made, the Articles were always returned upon the Contractor's 
Hands, to his Loſs.—In a Caſe of greater Importance he had been 
proſecuted. As the Agent or his Clerk was always preſent at 
the Delivery of Proviſions, and the fame Regulation of a Commit- 
tee of Inſpectors exiſted there as well as at other Priſons, there is 


no Reaſon to ſuppoſe that the Abuſe often took place. Your Com- 


mittee beg to obſerve, that the Falmouth Priſons being thought to 


be too far from the Superintendence of the Tranſport Board, the 
Pr ſoners were removed from thence about the End of the Vear 


1797. 
Mr. Charreti“ then went to Stapleton Priſon, near Briſtol, where 


[ 3.7 


be but trifling Quarrels, and were ſoon ſettled by a Commiſſioner 
{ent down there. 


It is worthy of Remark, that in the whole Courſe of the Wars 


the Complaints which have been made have proceeded from the 
French Priſoners alone; neither the Dutch nor Spaniſh Priſoners, 


who were ſubject preciſely to the ſame Regulations, having ever 


ſhewn the leaſt Diſcontent at the Mode of Treatment. 


Ne 2. D. 


No 5. 


About Auguſt 1797, the Frxnfport” Board again propoſed to 


Mr. Charretiè, that each Nation ſhould clothe its own Country- 
men, and afterwards requeſted that a Sum of Money, which had! 
been remitted from France, might be appropriated to ſupplying 


the French Priſoners with Clothes, of which they were much in 


Need. The Board even offered to ſupply them at the Contract 


Prices, for his Bills upon Hamburgh, or any neutral Town.— 


Their Offer was declined on Account of ſome Objections in the 
Colour and Quality of the Articles. 


On the 4th of September a Revolution in Pr: rance took 
and ſince pom Period it ſeems to have been the Object of the 


place, 


French Government to irritate the Minds of their Countrymen 
againſt Great Britain, by Miſrepreſentations of the Treatment which 


the Priſoners underwent in this Country. 


A Paragraph appeared 


in the Po/tillon de Calais of October 16, giving a falſe Account 


of the Situation of the Priſoners in Portcheſter Caſtle : This was 
contradicted by the Agent at that Place, as well as by a Certificate 


from the Engliſh and French Surgeons employed there; and Mr. 


_ Charreti? himſelf, being called upon by the Tranſpert Board to re- N 
fute this Calumny, acknowledged the F alſe hood and Imptopriety 


of the Paragraph. 


Mr. Charretis, we, appears to have wiſhed to ond theſe 
for in November he wrote to 


Views of the French Government ; 


the Commiſſion of E xchange at Paris, ſtating, that at Norman Croſs 
Priſon, out of Nine thouſand Priſoners confined there, Three thou- 


ſand were ſick for want of Clothes, and other Neceſſaries. This 


Ne 8. 


Ny 62. 


Repreſentation produced a ſtrong Effect in the Public Mind in 


France againſt this Country; butt upon the Britiſh Agent enquiring 


into the Truth of the Statement, Mr. Cherretis was induced to 


contradict his own Aſſertion.—From the Evidence of Captain 
George, Firſt Commiſſioner of the T ranſport Board, and the Certifi- 
cates of the Surgeons at Norman Croſs, it appears that the Priſon at 
that Place v was not capable of containing even Six thouſand Priſoners; 


: chat 
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N' 52. A. and groundleſs Calumnies concerning the Treatment of French 


+7 
that there were at that Time about Five thouſand Two hundred 
and that the Sick then azavunted to One hundred and Ninety-four, 
including Twenty-four Nurſes, and never had amounted to above 


Two hundred and Sixty. It muſt be obſerved, that Mr. Charretic 
had the Means of knowing all this, and that previous to ſending 


this Account to France, he did not apply to the Board on the Sub. 


ject, though he was actually in London at the Time. He acknow- 
ledged that he was furniſhed with a Liſt of Perſons confined a: 


each Pr iſon, whenever he required it, ſo that he might eaſily have 
aſcertained the E aiſchood of his A fertion, 


Your Committee ſce, with much Concern: the News-papers of 
this Country lending themſelves to the Views of the Enemy. They 
muſt recal the Attention of the Houſe to the Pa aragraph which ap- 
peared. in the Cœurier of January 20th, relative to the Treatment of 
the Priſoners at Liv erpool, which produced an Inveſtigation by the 
Mayor and Magiſtrates of that Tow n, and a Report, in the higheſt 


Degree ſatisfactory to che Feelings of the Perſons concerned. It 


Was with the ſame Object of irritating the F French againſt this Na- | 


tion, that aper Were ſtuck up in different Towns of France, as 


appears in Evidenco before Your Committec, aſſerting that the Pri- 
ſoners in Engla ind were ſed with dead Cats and Dogs; and that 


When a 3 at Nantes, who was lately. retu 'rTned Hom Impriſon- 


ment in Englard, contradicted this Account, he was ordered to hold : 


his Tones and not diſpute the Aſſertion of his Government. 
The Britim Government, being aware 6 of the Miſrepreſentations 


Priſoners in England, which were induſtriouſſy propagated in 


N. 


France; ; and having received the moſt afflicting Accounts of the 
ccumulated Hardſhips and Sufferin gs of its OWn Countrymen i in the 


5 Priſons; taking alſo into S the Circumſtances 
of Mr. Charretie being allowed without Reſtraint to viſit the prin- 


cipal Depots of Priſoners i in England, while Mr. Swmburne, to far 


from hav: ing Acceſs to his own Countrymen i in France, was actual 
confined to one ſmall Town; ſeeing no End allo to the evaſive 
— Conduct of the French Government in reſpect to tie Exchange of 
Sir Cane Smith, was induced, in October 1797, to mike to the 
French Government a Propoſal, well calculated, in the Opinion of 
Your Committee, for remedying all the above Evils; viz. That in 
future each Nation ſhould take upon itſelf the Care of Cluthing, 
Victualling, and providing Medical Att. ndance for the Priſoners of. 
its own Country: This, it was added, would prevent the Poflibility 
of any Saß of ill Treatment on either Side. It was further 


. 


1 


aignified, chat if the French returned no Aar o te Fropolal, 
and perſiſted in their Mode of Teen of Sir S/Aney Smith (as 


will be explained in the Third Head of this Report) 1 Maße, 
would feel Himſelf under the diſagrecablæ Nec CENT: of reducing the 


' Allowance hitherto granted to all French Priſoners (which Was 


equal to that of Britiſh 8 Soldiers) to the Limits rid ly neceflary 
for their Subſiſtence; even that, it was tated, wor: Id be pr ferablc 


— 
— 


v. 


to what too many of Elis SubJe ts. FEE in the Priſons of France. 
No Anſwer was given to this humane Proposal: A ſecond Appli- 
cation was therefore made to the French Government but that 
being alſo attended with no Effect, on the rift of December the 


R ations of Provifiens of the French Priſoners were reduced. The 
Daily Allowance was One Pound of Bread, Halt a Pound of Beet, 
One Quarter of a Pound of Peaſe, One Third of an Ounce of Salt. 
When Greens were iſſued in lieu of Peate, Half a Found of Cabbag Te, 
At for bo! ling, Was allowed for each Man. 


This Severity ſerme ie have produced a good Effect; ſor the 


French Government were at laſt induced to accept the Proposal, and 


Mr. Gallois, who came to England ſoon afterwards as Succeſſor to 


Mr. Charretie, was accompanie ed by Mr. Nettement, to whoſe ſpecial : 


BG 58. 


Care the Superintendence of the Priſoners \ was entruſted, the Ex- 


pence being detrayed by France. Tt appears from Evidence, that 
the ſame Sub- agents are employed (except in One e and 


In general the ame Contractors who had been employ ed under the 


Management of the Britiſh Government. The Daily Allowance 
of Fein at preſent is One Quart of Beer, Pwenty- ſix Ounces 


of Bread, Eight Ounces of Beef, T Two Ounces of Cheeſe, or One 


Ounce and One Third of good Salt Butter, One Third of an Ouan ce 


of Salt, Haif a Pint of! eaſe, or Half a Pound of Vegetables : Each 
Priſoner is allowed Monthly Half a Pound of White Soap, and 


bree Quarters ot a Pound of * T ODUCCO in the Leaf. 


1 1 15. hut Juſtice to the Commiſſioners of be Tranſport Board 10 


tay, that they have ſhewn every Diſpoſition to co-operate in alle 


vlating the Condition of the Priſoners, and that ſince this new Ar- 


_Fangement has taken place, they have Ades Mr. Nettement the 


N? 47. a 
Fe: 81. 5 


Vis of the Beddi ing and Clothes at the ſeveral Priſons, and they have 


ende (ered Hin every Aſſiſtar ce Tal the Execution of his Office. 
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IN entering upon the Second Head of their Enquiry, nan:ely, 
The Treatment of Britiſh Priſoners of War in France, Your Con- 
mittee feel themſelves under Difficulties which may render this Fart 
of their Report leſs ſatisfactory than what they have before ſtated. 


Theſe Difficulties ariſe, Firſt, From the Obſtacie which the 


French Government has always interpoſed to prevent the Britith 


Agent from viſiting the Priſons, and which of courſe have prevented 
him from obtaining Information on the Subject of the Treatment of 


the Priſoners fo accurately as might be withed. Secondly, From 


the Reluctance which, from perſonal Motives, ſome of the Evi- 


dence examined by Your Committee have ſhewn to have their 
Names brought forward: And, Thirdly, From the very delicate 
Situation of thoſe. actually in Captivity, Reim whon alone the mott 
perfect Teſtimony could have been derived, and who, it they re- 
mained unexchanged, muſt expect to have their Sufferings increaſed 


in conſequence of any Complaints which they might prefer, or to 
have them relieved upon Terms incompatible with their F eelings as 


Britiſh N 


But even with the: imperfect Menn of Infermation Your Com- 


mittee are convinced, that ſufficient will appear to prove the Rigour 
with which their Countrymen have been treated, and the uniform 
: Spirit by which the French Government has been actuated, con- 
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trary to the Practice of the civilized Nations of Europe in every or- 
mer War. If Your Committee were to extend their Enquiries fo far 


back as the Time of Robeſpienre, they could bring forward Evidence 


of Atrocities of a moſt ſhocking Nature, ſuch as the poiſoning of 


the Water of Priſon Wells, by which many Lives were ſacrificed, 
and other ſimilar Enormities ; but as the Tranſactions of that Period 


are but too well known, it will be ſufficient to relate what app.ars 


to have been the Conduct of the French towards their Priſoners 


ſince their Government has taken a more regular Form. In Novem- 


ber 1796, Mr. Swinburne was appointed Agent at Paris for the Ro- 
lief of Priſoners :— He fignified to the French Government, that his 


Inſtructions were to viſit all the Priſons, and adminiſter Relief to 
ſuch Priſoners as were in Need; and although, he added, that this 


Indulgence was allowed in the fulleſt Extent to the F rench Agent 
in England, yet this Application ſeems to have been totally diſreg ard- 
ed or evaded, fo as to preclude him from the Means of obtaining g any 


perſonal Knowledge of their Situation and Circumſtances. How far 
the Language of Condeſcenſion which Mr. Swinburne uſed in theſe 


Circumſtances, might contribute to inereaſe the Haughtinets of the 
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French Government, Your Committee do not preſume to deter- 
mine; but they feel it a Matter of deep Regret, that a Con- 
duct was not held during that Period, of which the Enemy 


could have taken leſs Advantage. The Firſt Paper relative to the 
Treatment of Priſoners before the Committee, is a Letter from 
a Merchant at Dunkirk to Mr. Swinburne, giving a melancholy 


Account of the Perſons impriſoned at Air; he ſtates, that Forty Sick 
were pent up in a ſmall Room with the Priſoners in Health, without 

' Permiſſion to enjoy the Benefit of the freſh Air, and that Numbers 
died daily from the Filth and Stench. From ſubſequent Papers 
and Documents, it appears that the Treatment of Britiſh Priſoners 
in moſt of the Priſons was bad. At Dunkirk few Blankets could 

be obtained for them, and at Amiens none at all, —At the latter 
Place the Britiſh Agent found it neceſſary to order Bedſteads of 


rough Planks, raiſed from the Ground, to protect the Priſoners from 


the Damp, and the Expence of which was defrayed by the Britit 

Government. At Pontanezan Priſon, near Breſt, Sixty Matters of 

Merchant Ships and Paſſengers were confined with about Nine 

hundred Seamen ; they were not allowed to go into the open Yard, 
and their Confinement was aggravated by the brutal Behaviour of 
the Commiſſary, and by a Want of Proviſions and Neceſſaries. 


A Declaration, ſigned by Three reſpectable Perſons, confined for 

Four Months, in the Beginning of 1797, in Pontanezan Priſon, 
ſtates the Daily Allowance from roth January to have been Sixteen 
| Ounces of Biſcuit, of a bad Quality, full of Vermin and mouldy, Two 
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Ounces of rotten ſalt Beef or Pork. — (This Allowance ought to 
have been Two Pounds and a Half, but a Mets for Seven Perſons 
Has been known to be only Fifteen Ounces, and of that nearly Half 
Bone). Their Peaſe Soup conſiſted of hot Water with a few Horſe 
. Peaſe. From February 20th, in lieu of Sixteen Ounces of Biſcuit, 
about Four Ounces of Rice were delivered out, together with Ten 
Ounces of Black Bread, and during that Time many were ill and 
ſome died, which was attributed to the Copper Veſſels, in which the 
Rice was boiled, not having been properly cleaned. From Fe- 
bruary 1ſt, in lieu of ſalt Meat freſh Meat was allowed, which was 
nothing but Carrion.—The Soup was made with the Meat before 
it was given out.—No. Vegetables of any Deſcription were delivered 
out to the Priſoners, and during the above Period of Four Months, 


at leaſt Two hundred Perſons died, chiefly of the Scurvy, ariſing from 


the Badneſs of the Proviſions. From Nine hundred to a thouſand 
were contined in a Room Thirty Feet wide, and from Three to Four 
hundred F ect long; One hundred Daily were allowed to go into the 


open 
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open Air. Accounts of ſimilar Treatment have been repeatedly 


received. 


Remonſtrances were made to the Commiſſion of Exchange 
on the ſcanty Allowance of Frovifons; and the Agent was anſweredd, 


that © If the Situation of the Finances of the Republic did not 
« admit of the Priſoners receiving the Whole of what the Law 


allowed them, it was not leſs true, that they ve read in that 


Cs Reſpect the Benetits of the Solicitude of Government.“ 


This evaſive Language affords ſtrong Ground: to ſuſpect that 


the diſtreſſed Suation of the Britiſh Prin was not without au 
Object on the Part of the French Government; and this Suſpicion 


is confirmed by its appearing, from Evidence delivered in to Your 


Committee, that every Effort was made to induce the Britiſh Sea- 


men to go on Board the French Fleet, particularly at the Time of 
the Expedition againſt Ireland. The Proviſions allowed were pur- 
poſely bad and ſcanty, the Confinement rigorous ; and during this 


State of ſuffering, the Paſſions of the Men were inflamed, by being 
told that their own Country had given them all up for the Sake 
of One Man (Sir S:4nzey Smith } and that till he ſhould be liberated, 
the Britiſh Government would not conſent to an Exchange of 
Priſoners. All Efforts were uſed to inveigle them ; 1 were 
: frequently threatened to be ſtarved, and at "other Times; 1 iquor 
was given to them, and Advantage v was taken of them when 1 4 
. State of Intoxication. | Ts 


When the combined Force of all theſe various Temptation and 


; Incitements is fairly conſidered, it cannot be Matter of Wonder, 
that the Conſtancy and Courage even of Britiſh Seamen ſhould 
have ſometimes yielded. Many were induced to enter into the 
French Service, under the Hope and Promiſe of being landed in 
Ireland; and ſeveral applied to their own Officers (Prifoners with 


thein) To Leave to enter, but were refuſed. Three or F our hun- 


dred were debauched into the Scheme, under the ExpeQation of 
being tent Home for EXCHAangE 


It W 8 be imagined, that this crbitracy and unprincipled 85 


Meaturs had ariſen from the Neceſſity of the Moment, and the Want 
of Seamen in the French Navy, had it not appearcd that it is a 


Part of the Syſtem of France to force Subjects to ſerve againſt their 


cen Countries. And here Your Committee cannot forbear referring 
I 2 A. 10 the Inſtructions g given by General Hocle to > Colonel es Previous 
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to ö his Nötig on the Coaſt of Wales, in the . e of 1797 (and 
which were found on his Perſon) as tending to explain the Conduct 
of the French towards their Priſoners. Colonel Tate was ordered 
to encourage all Deſerters and Priſoners to enter into the new Com- 
panies (which were to be commanded by French Officers); © ſhould 
* ſuch Priſoners refuſe, he will ſhave their Heads and Eyebrows, 
„and if they are taken again in Arms, they are to be ſhot.” 


The Syftem of ill treating and of opprefling Pipers; was not 
confined excluſively to the Englith who were in the Priſons of Pon- 
tanezan, Nantes, and elſewhere, but was extended to the Officers 
| who were on Parole in the interior Parts of the Country. On their 


March from the Sea Ports, they were not only obliged to pay their No 10. 
own Expences, but were alſo under the Neceflity of defraying the ba 6. 


Expences of the Guards who had the Care of them. 


In October the "EY ſtopped the Allowance of Clothing to N. . 


the Britiſh Priſoners, and about that Time Captain Cotes ſuc- 
ceeded Mr. Swinburne at Paris, with Orders to viſit all the Pepöts | 
of Priſoners in France. An Arrete of the Directory declared that 
he ſhould be allowed, in the Diſcharge of his Duties, all the 
Accommodations and Facilities which the French Commiſlary ſhould 
receive in London; notwithſtanding this, when he applied for a 
Paſſport to go to Pontanezan, he was informed that it would be 
perfectly unneceſſary, as the Priſoners had Orders to remove to 
the Depots provided for them by the new Arrangement; theſe 8 
he underſtood were to be near Paris, though he could get no 
ſatisfactory Anſwer to his Queſtion on that Subject: In the mean 
Time the Priſoners were labouring under heavy Difficulties. It 
appears that they were at the Mercy of the French Agents (and, 
among other Hardſhips) when their Proviſions were delivered out 
to them, the Liver, Lights, Jaws, and Part of the Horn, and cven 
the Ottals of Bullocks, were included in their Allowance. 
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On the 1ſt February 15 0 the new Agreement took e No 68. 


by which each Government was to maintain its own Countrymen. 
A Scheme of Victualling was ſent by the Tranſport Board to Cap- . 
tain Cotes, by which the Daily Allowance to each Perſon was One 
Quart of Beer, One Pound and a Half of Bread, T hree Quarters at- 
a Pound of Beef (except on Saturday, when Four Ounces of Butter, 
or Six of Cheeſe, were given in lieu) One Third of an Ounce of 
Salt; Four Times a Week Half a Pint of Peaſe, or on Pound of 
Greens, prepared for boiling; each Priſoner was allowed Two 


Ounces of Soap per Week, It good. Beer was not to be a 
| : D e 
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Quart of ſound Cyder or a Pint of Wine was given in lien. The 


Meat was to be delivered to the Priſoners in clean Quarters, 


Hind and Fore alternately. Beſides this Allowance, the former 
One in Money was continued. All Britith Officers in the Sea 
or Land Service, on Parole, or in Priſon, were to be paid Eighteen 
Pence per Diem in lieu of Ration of Proviſions; and all other 


Ranks entitled to Parole, Nine Pence per Diem, if they ſhould 


pee ſuch Allowance to the Rations. 


f Captain Cotes, after much Delay, learnt that the Priſoners were 
to be confined at Amiens, Fontainebleau, Beauvais, and Melun, but 
he was poſitively refuſed Permiſſion to viſit them till they were 

removed to thoſe Depots; he was alſo refuſed Information of the 

probable Time of their Arrival, before which he was not to enter 
upon his Functions. It was promiſed, on the 6th January, that 


the Removal ſhould take place ſoon, but on the ↄth February 
no Steps had been taken to that Effect, nor was it till the 5th or 


6th of March that the Priſoners left Pontanezan Priſon on their 


Way t to Melun. 


It appears, ſrom the moſt authentic Documents, that they w were 


ilh able to undertake a March on Foot of near Five hundred Miles, 


and that their ill Treatment during the latter Period of their Capti- 
vity, has equalled what they at firit ſuffered. Officers of Rank and 
common Soldiers were all confined together; their Daily Allow - 
ance about Two Ounces of Pork, and ſometimes that Quantity o of 
Salt Fiſh of a bad Quality, and their Bread was full of Bran and 
Straw ; and from the Scarcity of Food, and the Want of Medicines, 


Numbers died D aily. 


The Sick and Dying were frequently robbed of their Clothes by 


the Attendants of the Hoſpital ; and it is hardly neceſſary to ad; 5 
that whenever Priſoners were landed, they were immediately plun- | 


dered of their Money, Clothes, and Valuables, 


Theſe Details are thocking to a but Y, our Dommition 


think it their Duty to lay them before the Houle, as coming within 


5 the Limits of their E Enquiry; ; truſting that the Care and Attention of 


the Britiſh Agent has by this Time alleviated the Subrrings of the 5 
; Priſoners. 8 85 


Vour Committee cannot conchude this Part of the Subject, with- 5 
out exprefling their Opinion of the great and important Advantage 


ling to both Countries, f from the newly adopted 8) ſtem of pro- 


| vidin 8 
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Mam for the Priſoners of each at the Expence of their own 
Governments. It appears to be a Meaſure in the higheſt Degree 
calculated to obviate all Miſrepreſentation, Complaints, and Re- 
criminations, and to prevent any Increaſe of Animoſity between 


Two Nations whote Minds are ſutlic! ently inflamed — each 


other. 


| THE Third and laſt Head of this Bee VI. The Steps 
taken by the Britiſh Government for the Eſtabliſhment of a Cartel 
of Exchatige: with the Proceedings in both Countries reſpecting 
Sir Slaney Smith, and of Priſoners on Parole ; —contains much Matter 


which is nearly connected with the Two former. Your Committee 
however have endeavoured, for the Sake of Clearneſs, to keep it as a 
_ ſeparate Part of their Enquiry, though ther y will be obliged, in ſome _ 

_ Inſtances, to refer to what they have before ſtated ; they with to give 
a conciſe Account of Facts, without turning the Attention of the 
| Houſe too much to the variable and fluctuating Sentiments of the 
Government of France, which have interpoſed. Diftculties | in the 
Way of a mutual Exchange of Priſoners. 8 


In May 1793, when the Commiſſioners for Sick and Wounded 


Seamen had the Care of Priſoners, all Officers of the uſual Rank, 
both in the French and Merchants erde were admitted to Parole 
upon the ſame Allowance as during the laſt War; v/z. One Shilling 
per Diem to Commiſſioned Officers, and Six Pence to inferior 


N' r. 
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Officers; this was doubled when they were ſick. In 1 1794 


it Was increaſed to Eightcen Pence and Nine Pence. 


10 1794, hi the Succeſs of the Britiſh Forces i in the Weſt 


Indies, ſeveral hired "Tranſports, chartered by the Navy Board, were 
ordered by Admiral Sir n Jef vis, as Cartels to convey French 
Prifoners of War to St. Maloes in France, where, upon their Arrival, 


they were ſeized br the French, and the Crews made Priſoners of 
War. © 


Notwithſtanding the little Encouragement which this eint Pra: : 
ceeding held out for promoting a Cartel, in March 1795, Sir Frede- 
rick Eden was ſent to France to propoſe an Exchange of Priſoners, | 


Ne gr, 


upon the known and cuſtomary Principle, which had been adopted 


Between the Two Countries in 1790, viz. Man for Man, and Rank 
for Rank, or for an Equivalent in Men or Money. The Propoſlal 
was referred to the Commiflioners of Public Safety, and 1 on 
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nounced himſelf by a Propoſal to the Britiſh Government, that all 
Priſoners of both Nations ſhould return to their reſpective Countries, 

and that the Regulation of the Exchange ſhould be deferred till 


> Rs 


75. 
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the Ground of the Advantage which a Nelles len of Priſoners 
would give to Great Britain, Which was (as they ſaid) evidently in 
Want of Soldiers and Sailors, while France, which carried on tlie 
War with the Maſs of the People, had more Forces than were ne- 


ceſſary to complete the Conquelt of all her Enemies. 


"Noibiag particular appears to have occurred on this subject till 


January 1796, when the Tranſport Board undertook the Manage- 


ment of Cartels. Complaints were made by the Maſters of Cartel 
Ships, of their Boats being taken away from them by the French 

Guardſhips, and of the Ships being ſent back immediately, empty, 

without Regard to Wind or Weather. Soon afterwards, Mr. Char- 


reti“ entered upon his Functions as before-mentioned, and an- 


the Return of Peace. This prepoſterous and unprecedented Pro- 


poſal was of courſe decidedly refuſed, as a Balance of more than 
Five thouſand Men was due to Great Britain upon the Exchanges 

which had already taken place. Mr. Charretic promiſed that the 
French Government ſhould keep the Balance down as much as 


poſſible, but ſtill adhered to the Propoſition of a general and i im- 


mediate Releaſe (as before ſtated) without . to Numbers. ; 


On the 18th of April 1796, Captain Sir Sidney Smith « was cok 


Priſoner, while endeavouring to cut a Veſſel out of the Mouth of 
the Seine, before Havre. The neceſſary Meaſures appear to have 
been taken for effectuating his Exchange for an Officer of equal 
Rank, and at the ſame Time the French Agent was informed, that 
if Sir Sidney Smith and his Officers were releaſed, any French Pri- 
ſoners of the ſame Rank, who might be pointed out by the French 
Government, would be exchanged for them; Captain Bergeret, of the 
Virginie Frigate, was likewiſe allowed to go to France for that 
Purpoſe; but he found, that though at firff Sir Sraney Smith was 
regarded by the French Government as a Priſoner of War taken in 


Arms, yet that it was afterwards thought proper to conſider him it in 
another Light. 


This Event Seta to have given a new Tain to the Negotiation 


on the Subject of Cartel, one Side claiming his Releaſe on the Prin- 

ciple of the Law of Nations, the other wiſhing to detain him upon a 
Diſtinction which they have never thought fit fairly to define; he 
was conveyed & to Paris, and kept in cloſe Confinement, nobody being 


allowed 55 
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allowed Accefs to him; even the Swediſh Miniſter met with a Re- 


fuſal, when he applied for Leave to viſit him. All Remonſtrance 
on our Part was diſregarded, and all Application for his Releaſe on 
Parole ineffectual; and the Care of him was transferred ſometimes to 
the Miniſter of Juſtice, and ſometimes to the Miniſter-of Marine, it 


ſeeming never to be perfectly determined in What Light he ſhould 


be contidered. 


In the mean Time Mr. Cbarretis perſiſted in the Plan of a 


full Exchange, and endeavoured to throw the Blame of Delay on 


N 24. 


the Britiſh Government, for adhering ſo ſtrictly to a Principle of 


Exchange which was to include Sir "Sidney Smith, He delivered 2 


Projet, which was in great Part approved; and in order to facili- | 
tate the Meaſure of a Cartel, and to remove all Ditticulties, Mr. 
Swinburne was ſent to France in the ſame Character and Capacity 
as Mr. Charreti had been, but his Mifſion does not ſeem to have 
had the deſired Effect. 


Five Months haviog clapſed ſince Sir Sidney Smith's Captivity, d 
and there being no Appearance of the French relaxing in their 
Severity, they were informed (through Mr. Charretie in September, £5 
that unleſs he ſhould be permitted to enjoy the Privileges uſually 


granted to Priſoners of his Rank, all the French Parole Priſoners 


in England ſhould be ordered into ſtrict Confinement. Various 
Attempts were made by the Britiſh Government to bring about an 

Exchange of Priſoners, and the moſt liberal Ofters * were rand for 
that Purpoſe, but without Effect. . 


: In F ebruary 1797, Mr. Seien ſigned a bunten Conven- 
tion, in which Sir Sidney Smith was not actually mentioned. He agreed 
to the Propoſals of the French Government in every Reſpect, ex= _ 
cept that which declared, that all the Priſoners in Poſſeſſion of the 


Power having the greateſt Number ſhould be immediately releaſed, 


and alſo, that which related to the Perſons baniſhed from the Co- 

lonies; both which Subjects being left by him ad referendum, were 

conſidered inadmiſſable by the Britiſh Government, and the Con- 
5 vention was never conſidered in this Country as ratified. 


In oder, however, to meet as much as poſlible the Views of the 
French Government, as expreſſed in thoſe Two Articles, Mr. $07 
_burne was directed to propoſe a Stipulation, that the Power poſſeſſing 
the greateſt Number of Priſoners ſhould releaſe One thouſand over 
and above the Balance of Exchange, and that if this ſhould be con- 
dented to, and if dir 8886 Smith ſhould be included in a Plan for 
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No 41. 


41 Incloſure. 


L 18 |] 


general Exchange, that a Treaty ſhould be immediately entered 
into. 


In the Beginning of April Mr. Swinburne was ordered to Fon- 
tainbleau, by a Decree of the Executive Directory, which ſtated, 


That the Preliminary Convention left nothing to be done but the 


N 48. A. 


N. 48. 


53 


54. 
at Parole till the Stipulations of the preceding Decree were ratified, 


_« Meaſures required for the Execution of it; and that this Circum- | 


« ſtance rendered the Preſence of the Commiſlary unneceſſary at 
wy Paris. | 


2; The Reſolution of the Britiſh Government was not made known to 
the Exccutive Directory till i 5th Auguſt, and on the 28th they de- 
creed, That Sir Sianey Smith ſhould be conſidered as a Priſoner of 
War, and as ſuch ſuſceptible of Exchange, and might be exchanged 5 
againſt a French Officer of equal Rank; but that the Exchange was 


not to take place till the Britiſh Governinent ſhould not only ratify | 


the Article in the Preliminary Convention, which had been beforc 


objected to, but ſhould, in conſequence, ſend back to France at leaſt 


Four thouſand French Priſoners above the Number that might be 
exchanged by the Return to this Country of all the Britiſh Priſoners 
then in France ; and that this Advance of Four thouſand Men {hould 


not be accounted for till a Peace ſhould take N 


This Propoſal was eagerly cabricnd by Mr. 5 but of 


courſe rejected by this Country; before, however, the Refuſal was 
| known, the Directory took a Step which left no Doubt of their In- 


tentions, for they paſſed another Decree, allowing indeed Sir Sidney 
Smith to write to the Britiſh Agent, but declaring he ſhould not be 


and that he ſhould not be ſent to ase all all the Four thouſand 


= Bon had returned to France. 


No 52. 
52. A. 
35. 


In 3 to 1 Stipulations contained; in "the: TOR above- 
mentioned Decrees, it was again propoſed to the French Govern- 
ment to eſtabliſh a general Cartel on the liberal Terms which had _ 
been before offered, and they were diſtinctly informed that His Ma- 


| Jeſty would on no Account agree to exceed the Number therein of- 


fered of One thouſand in Advance upon the general Balance of Ex- 
change; in caſe of a Refuſal a poſitive Demand of Parole was made 
for Sir Szdney Smith; they were at the fame Time aflured, that un- 
leſs a favourable Anſwer was received before the 25th of Novem- 
ber, the Threat which had ſo long been hung out would be put 
into Execution, and on that Day all the French Officers on Parole 
in England would be put into cloſe Confinement ; this accordingly 
took Fact ; and the F rench Government having ſhewed no 8 
„ fition 
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ſition to relax in their Treatment of Sir Siduey Smith, it remains io N* 70. 


at preſent. A ſhort Time previous to this, the Recal of Mr. 
Srolnburne had been announced, and Captain Cotes had been ap- 
pointed i in his Room. In one of his firſt Interviews with the Com- 


miſſioners of Exchange, it is curious to obſerve, that they inſiſted 
upon the Balance againſt France (of Seven thouſand and Nineteen 


Men, to January 1ſt 1797) being done away by the Convention of 


61. 

8. 
60. 
66. 


88. 


Mr. Swinburne, though that Convention had 1 never been ratified by _ 


the Britiſh Government, 


No ewithſtanding the rep cated Refuſal: of the Britiſh Govern- 
ment to accede to "the e Demands of France, vet it ap- 
pears that another Attempt was to be made. A Propoſition for a 
general and immediate Exchange was made by the French Go- 


vernment to Captain Cotes; 100 Mr. Gallois, who came over to 


England as Succeſſor to Mr. Charretze, repeated the Application 


on the ſame Terms as had been repeatedly rejected. As he did not 


appear to be authorized by the Directory to treat on any other 


Terms, and as he had nothing to do with the Care of the Pri- 
ſoners (another Agent having been appointed for that ſpecial Pur- 


poſe) his Preſence in this Country was deemed unneceflary by the 


Britin Government, and till he ſhould receive an Anſwer from 
France, he was ordered to reſide at the Diſtance of Ten Miles from 
London. He immediately applied for a FRE and returned to 


F rance. 


each 3 is ; the preſent State of the Negotiation with | Pip rance on the | 
Subject of a Cartel. Your Committee muſt obſerve, that after the 
 Honing the Preliminary Convention of 17th February 1797, the 
French began to fit out Cartel Ships for carrying Priſoners to and 
from this Country; and in the Summer of 1797 many Britiſh Pri- 


ſoners returned from F rance, in Exchange for whom Mr. Charretis 


was indulged with Permiſſion to embark ſuch French Priſoners as 
he thought proper to ſelect; but he having abuſed this Permiſ- 


Hon, it was neceſlarily Jifeontinued about the Month of Auguſt, 


and the French have fince claimed it as à Matter of Right; the 

Reſult of the ſeveral Exchanges which have taken place ſince 

iſt January 1797, either on Britiſh or French Cartel Ships, 
is, that a further Balance of Two thouſand. Nine hundred and 
Ninety- five Men is due to this Country fince that Period; ſo that 
the total Balance in F avour of Great Britain, {ince the Commence- 


84. 
1 


ment of the War, is no leis than 19,014 Men, including a very 5 


Steak Proportion of Officers, 


HAVING 


281 


itt 
i; 


Ls 


HAVING gone through the different Heads of their 
Enquiry, Your Committee have come to the following Reſolu- 
tions: 


Ręſolved, 


Tu Ay it is the Opinion of this Committee, That the Charge 
of Cruelty towards French Priſoners of War, which has been 


brought againſt this Country, is utterly void of Foundation ; and 


appears to have been fabricated, and induſtriouſly ſupported by the 
Enemy, for the double Purpoſe of juſtifying their own ill Treat- 
ment of Britiſh Priſoners, and of e the Minds of their 


Saunen againſt this Nation. 


Reſolved, 


Tuer it is the Opinion of this Saen That the Britiſh 
Priſoners of War confined in France, have been treated with a 
Degree of Rigour and Inhumanity | unwarranted by the Ulages of 


War among civilized Nations. 


Reſebved,_ 


„ DTMAT It i the Opinion of this See That the Britiſh 5, 
Government has always manifeſted a Deſire of entering upon a 
Cartel of Exchange on the moſt fair and liberal Terms; that it has 
even offered to accede to any which could be adopted, conſiſtently 

with what is due to Individuals and to the Nation; and that the 
Obſtacles to a Negotiation have ariſen from the extravagant and un- 


precedented Demands of France; and from the Refuſal, on our 


Part, to abandon the cuſtomary and acknowledged Principle of the 
Law of Nations, which has been grofaly violated in the, Perſon of f 
Sir Staney Smith. | 
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66. Extract of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Commiſ ioners for the r ranſport Ser- ns 
vice, &. ; dated Paris, 17th-of December 17977 =” 4133. f 
67. E xtract of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Com miſtioners for the Rowe pas | 8 
EY Service, &c.; dated Paris, the 6th January 1793 9 8 n, 7 
68. Copy of a Lan from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport Service, &c. to Captain = | p 
Cotes ; dated the 7th of January 1798 . 2 5 i — 
68. A. Copy of a Letter from Mr, Secretary Dundas to the Lords of the Admiralty; ; dated „ | — 
I Parliament ge 6 December Eo ES V — 
69. Ditto N 5 e oo „ WARS” — 
70. Extract of a Ls from Captain Cotes to th Commiſhoners for is 1 ranſport | | „ | 
I 8 Service, &c.; dated Paris, 11th of January 1798 - Gs _ 4138. 7 
715 Extract of a Letter from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport Service, Kc. t to C. pain . [ 
Cotes; dated 13th of January 17998 — — — a 8 139. A 
72. Extract of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Commit ioners for the Tranſport Ser- „ 5 
. | vice, &c.. 3 3 dated the 21ſt of January 1908 = - ibi. 8 
3. Extract of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Commiſſioners for tha Tranſport Ser- 8 
I vice, &c.; dated Paris, the 26th-of January 170858 - . 140. 
74. Extract of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Commitiioners for the Tranſport 1 1 
. vice, &c.; dated the 3oth of January 1798 5 8 ibid. 
| 74. A. Copy of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Comin ni Mon of Exchange e at Puts Ts Os 
I dated 2gth January 1798: With 1 ranſlatioon > CAA 
74. B. Table of the correſponding Ranks in the Engliſh and Pk Service, with their | 
I propoſed Value in Men or Money: With "Tranſlation = * s 122 
75. Extract of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Commiſfioners for the Tranſport er- 3 
; vice, &c.; dated Paris, the 4th of February 1768-6 5 T2665; 
75. A. Copy of a Letter from the Commiſſion of Exchange at Paris to Captain Cotes 1 
I dated gth February 1798: With Tranſlation - ST 7 | 
70. Extract of a Letter from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport Service Ke. to Captain | 3 a 
11 Cotes; dated the Sth February 17998-.. < . : 95 — 145 F 
77.7 Copy of a Letter from NI. Nettement to the Comm for ks Tranſpoct 85 3 
| Service, &c.; dated 6th February 1 798: With anhexed Extract of a Letter from | „ 
the Mimſter of Marine to I. Nettement ; dated Paris, 10th January #799 = . $ 
” And Tranſlations | ET "a 4 - 4 146. 5 
78. Copy of a Note from M. Gaitois to the 3 for the Tranboit 3 1 =. 
| &e.; dated London, 16th February 1798: With * ranflation 3 ; and alſo Incloſures, N id 
| and their Franflations = — = 8 N 5 148. "= 
78. A. Copy of a Letter from the Miniſter of the Marine þ to M. Gallois; dated Paris, 2 Tots 5 
25 Iſt December 1797 : With annexed Decree of the Executive Directory 43 dated VV i 
28th November 1797: And Tranſlations oe ny mes = 1449 "i 
79. Copy of a Letter from M. Gallois to the Commiſſioners for the Transport Service, GR 
&.; dated George Street, 17h February 1798: With T ranflation — 151. i 
80. Extract of a Letter from Captain Cotes to the Commiſſioners for condudting Hig: = 
„ Majeſty 8 1 Services &c.; dated Paris, 17th ＋ * —— 8 5+ Ee 
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Extract of a Letter from us Commiſioners for the "Trankport Service, &c. to 
Captain Cotes; dated the 17th of February 1798 - - 5 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to the Lords of the Admiralty ; ; Gated 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to the Lords of the Admiralty ln 
cloied in Order to Tranſport Board of 24th F n 1798; dated Parliament 
Street, 23d February 1798 - . 5 


&c. to M. Gallois; dated the 25th of February 1799809 — 5 


Copy of a Letter from M. Gallois to the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport — 
&c.; dated 26th February 1798: With Tranſlation— - 8 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Secretary Dundas to the Lords of the Admitalty = — 


Incloſed in Order to Tranſport Board of this Date; dated Parliament Street, 


State of the Exchange of Priſoners of War between Great Britain and Fr rance, 
to the 1ſt of January 1797; dated Tranſport Office, 19th March 1798 - 


State of the Exchange of Priſoners of War between Great Britain and France; 
ſuꝛce the 1ſt of January 1797 3 dated Tranſport Office, 19th March 1798 — 


. Copy of the Inſtructions for Colonel Tate, on 1 his Mary: PRE and Marches ; 
ſigned by General Hoche = - h 1 ++ 


Ditto S Ditto os | „ . . 
. Copy of : a 1 ſrom the Navy Office; reſpecing the Seizure of Cartel Ships by 


Extract of a Letter from the Commiſſioners for ondelling the Tranſport Service, | 


27th February 1798 5 « 8 


: Extract of a Letter from Captain 88 to . Commiſtioners * the Tranſport 
Service, &c.; dated Paris, 13th March 179968 -<- -—- - 5 


the F rench'3 dated a a wr May TE _— — 8 


Parliament Street, 21ſt February 1798 . — - ©] 
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Office for Sick We Wounded Seamen, 
th March 1798. 


An ACCOUNT of the Proceedings of the Sick and Hort Office, in 
| reſpec to Priſoners of War confined in different Places in this Kingdom; 
and alſo a Statement of the Daily or Weekly Allowances of Proviſions 
for each Priſoner, and an Account of Rations iſſued Daily by French 


Agents to the Sick French Priſoners | in this RIO, ſince the iſt of 


. w 17 98. 


TN order to 0 the Information required: as conciſely, and at the fame Time 


as accurately as poſſible, It pe ene to divide che Subject! into che 
tollowing Heads; VIZ. 7 | 


| Priſons, 
Hoſpitals, 
Provif: ions, 
5 Clothing, T 
5 nt Priſoners on Parole, 
5 Exchange of Priſoners, : 
| Rations iſued by F rench Agents. 


PRISONS. 


At the Commencrthent, of the War, Gonna Places, the Property of the ze Crown, 
formerly uſed for the Confinement of Priſoners of War; were again fitted for the 
| Reception of Priſoners, and other Places were hired from Time to Time as the 


Sci Vice required. 


It was cuſtomary in fares Wars, and — ben ſo in the 8 7 _ 


Priſoner to be furniſhed with a Hammock, a Paillaſſe, a Pillow, and Coverlet. 
The Paillaſſe and Pillow are filled with Straw, which is changed as often as Oc- 


caſion requires. The Hammocks are ſuſpended. to Poſts, placed agrecably to 


the following Directions: 


8 e Rb 
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Rooms, 12 Feet hig I = Vo- Three Tiers. 
„ | | - | 
| 8 6 3 — T wo Tiers. 
All under, where Men can be properly 104 ge”: One Tier. 


The Hammock Poſts to be Eight Feet diſtant. 

The internal Police of the Prifons may be ſeen by the annexed Copy of the 
Inſtructions (No 1. A.) which were given by the Sick and Hurt Board to the 
Agents at the different Priſons, and which continued in Force till the 1ſt of 


January 1796, when the Care and Cuſtody e ot Pritoners in Health, was transferred 
to 0 Transport Board. 


HOSPITALS. 


A certain Proportion of each Priſon 1s ſet apart to be uſed as an n Hoſpital, and 
furniſhed with Cradles, Bedding, Medicines, and all neceſſary Utenſils, in the 
ſame Manner as the Hoſpitals for the Reception of His Majeſty's Seamen. 
Ample Medical Aſſiſtance is allowed to Priſoners, both from Engliſhmen, 
and from Surgeons, [elected by the Sick and Hurt Board, from among the 
Ptiſoners. 

A Copy of the Inſtructions to the principal Surgeons, which were given during 
the Time the whole Ma nagement of Priſoners of War remained with the Sick 


8 Hurt Board, is a (Ne 1. B. ) 


The Inſtructions which were given 0 the principal Surgeons at the different 
Prises after the Care and Cuſtody of Priſoners of War in Health had been 
transferred to the Transport Board, were che ſame as the whore, varying [Oy 


according to local Circumſtances. 


| E R 0 v 1 8 1 0 N S. 
The Scheine of Diet for French Peifonzrs in Health "ach was in Ur 


in the laſt War, was adopted in the preſent War, and continued without 
3 till the Year 1795, when, on Account of a temporary Scarcity of freſh 


Beef, in the Month of May an Order was given, that it ſhould be withheld for 
Two Days in the Week, and falted Proviſions ſupplicd i in lieu; and in the Month 


of Auguſt of the ſame Year, a further Alteration took place, when, on Account 
of the Scarcity of Bread, an Order was given for {topping Half a Pound of 
Bread from each Priſoner Daily, but that the actual Quantity of Food ſhould be 


made up by Means of additional Pulſe or Vegetables. 
The Scheme of Diet for the Sick was all» uſed 1 in the laſt War, and has been 


uſed in the preſent War, as well in the Hoſpital for Priſoners as for Britin 


Seamen, without Variation, except in the Addition of Tea, Sugar, Fruit, and 


Porter, which having been added to the Diet tor c our lick e was alſo added 


to that for Priſoners. 

The greateſt S 18 kiten to ſecure to the Price their fall Allowance of 
Proviſions; and when any Complaints have been made which were deemed of 
ſufficient Conſequence to require it, a Viſitation has been made by one of 


the Members of the Board, to make Enquiry into loch Complaints on the 
Spot. 


-A late Contratior for furniſhing Bread to the Priſoners in the Ne igbbourhood 
of Falmouth, having been proſecuted by the Board for not ſupplying Bread 


of the Quality ſtipulated in his Contract, was ſentenced to be impriſoned in 


the Common Gaol of the County Six Months, to pay a Fine of Three hundred 


Sug and to be ee any uch Fine be 3 


CLOTHING. 


W 
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-CELOTHENG:. 
Many ol the Priſoners being much diſtreſſed for Want of Clothing, and wich 


out the Means of procuring it for themſclves; Orders were given in the Month 
of October 1793, for each Priſoner being ſupplied with ſo much coarie warm 
Clothing, as would complete, with what remained ſerviceable of his own, the 
following FcOporuen.; VIZ, 


One Cap, 

Two Shirts, 

Two Pair of Stockings, 
One Pair of Shoes, 
One Jacket, 

One Pair of Trowſers, 
One Neck Handkerchief. 


Theſe Copter" were continued from Time to Time as they became neceſſary, 


till December 1795. 


PRISONERS ON PAROLE. 


All Priſoners, of whatever Rank, were kept in Priſon at the Commencement 


of the War, but fuch Accommodation was afforded to Officers, as the internal 
Structure of the different Priſons would allow. In the Month ol my 1793 
Officers of che following Ranks were admitted to Parole: i 


Captains — „ — | 
Lieutenants „ 5 
Enſigns 5 . „ 
Mir <:;--; „„ . 
Pilots or Mates Pa non ts = : 
Guardes Marines e 
e, Eoin: | S 
Gunn os: Gs a” [ = 
"Carpenters. noun hd no 0 4.8 
Ecrivains = N 
Vf. 1d — © 
<D* -- Mates. 8 Tala 
Chaplains „% a, _ | 
Yoluarvers, Gentlemen of F amily - ] 
Captains . 
Paſſengers of TOY 5 „„ 
Second Captains „„ 
Chief of Pries = 
Two Lieutenants to be allowed (is: 0. 
- +: Was every Hundred Men. R = 7 & 3 
Pilots „ 
e 
| Surgeons - 5 5 
VVV 
Clerks - i — : O 


The Parole Subſiſtence allowed was the ſame as 1 the laſt War; via. : 
One Shilling per Diem ro Commiſſion Officers, and Six Pence per Diem to in- 


ferior Officers; theſe Allowances were doubled when any Friſoner was 1 il as to 


require nurſing. 5 
In the Month of May 1794 the Pal Sable was POR to the fol- 


lowing Allowances : To Commiſſioned Oiticers One Shilling and Six Pence per 
Viem 7 


leceived. 


How Priſopers 
are to be lent 
— „Parole. 


ider 0 be 2 
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Dien! inferior Officers Nine Pence per Diem; ſubject to the ſame Addition as 
before, when any Priſoner became fo ill as to require nurſing. 

Parole Priſoners were .attended and furniſhed with Medicines when ſick, by 
Perſons reſident on the Spot, of whole Abilities for the Undertaking the Sick 


and Hurt Board were previouſly ſatisfied. 
After the Firſt of January 1796 the Care of the. Sick only remained with the 
Sick and Hurt Board, the other Part of the — having been transferred to 


the Transport Board. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 


In the Year 1795, Sir Frederick Morton Eden proceeded to France, undder 
the Inſtructions of the Sick and Hurt Board, for the Purpoſe of ne cortiating a 


Cartel for the Exchange of Priſoners berween England and F rance; Je this | 


Purpoſe was not effeRtcd. 


RATIONS ISSUED BY FRENCH AGENTS. 


The Rations iſſued by the French Agents to Sick French Priſoners, are pre- 
ciſely the ſame as when that Service was under the Management of the Com- 
miſſioners for Sick and Wounded Seamen, as will appear by a Tranſcript of the 


Contract which has been entered into between Mr. John Vochez, a general 


Contractor with the Government of France, and Mr. Robert Harris, — Ply- 


mouth Dock, for the Care of the Sick French Prifoners at that Port; an atteſted _ 


Copy of which Contract has been ſent to the Sick and Wounded Office by 
| Monſicur Meeren the French Agent. e 


N. Blair. 
. Gibbons, - 
Sil. Blane. 


No Ls A; 


- Copy of the | N 8 T R U C TI 0 N 8 given by the Commuttoriees for Sick 


and Wounded Scamen, 10 the A 0 E NTS at the different Priſons. 


By the Commiſſioners for taking Care of Sick and Wounded 
"Seamens. and for acki Priſoners of War, 


IN 5 _ R U C Tl 0 N * to Agents for raking Care of Priſoners of War. 


| L 8 


be ſent to you by the Commanders of His Majeſty! s Ships, or by any other of 


His Majeſty's Subjedts : and to tranſmit to this Office, by the firſt Poſt afcer 


e. Priſoners are received, a Liſt of their Names, Quality, &c. 


II. — Such of the Pane as are of Qualities to be preſeribed by our Or- 


eis. are to be admitted to Parole, at the Towns appointed for their Reſidence, 
whither they are to go at their own Expence; after engaging , by ſigning the 


uſual Form, that they will obſerve the Conditions on which hey are admirted 
to that Indulgence, and a Certificate, to be ſigned by ourſelves, is to be given 


to each A for his Protection; and in order to Prevern Impoſition, wit 


reſpeR to the Ranks of the Priſoners, yOu are to apply to the Captors of Prizes 
to 


you are to receive into your Cuſtody all frok 1 of War as Mall 8 
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to ſe each Ship's: Rolle d' Equipage, which are uſually ſigned by the Commiſ- 

ſaries of Marine, at the Ports to Which the Ships belong, and in which the Qua- 

lities are inſerted ; but if this cannot be had Recourſe to, you are to get the beſt 
Information in your Power from the French Captain, or other ſuperior Officers. 

And when Priſoners are ſent to the Places of Parole, you are to forward to the 
Agents, where they are to reſide, Lifts of their Names and Qualities, &c. 
letting the Agent know when the Priſoners left and this 
to prevent their remaining there, or loitering on the Road; and you are to 
apprize the Priſoners, that ſuch Information will be given, and that if they make 
any avoidable Delay in going whither they are ordered, they will be conſidered 
as having {forfeited their Title to the Indulgence of Parole; and all Priſoners 
ent to Parole are to be apprized, that if they break their Parole, a Liſt of their 

Names will be ſent to France; and if they are re-taken, they will be TIO to 
the common Priſon, and loſe their Turn of Exchange. 


III. - ou are to prepare a. General Entry Book of all Seamen norte General E ntry 


and a ſeparate General Entry Book is to be kept of. Officers and Soldiers of Book, 
Marching Regiments, 


IV. You are to muſter the Priſoners Thrice a Week, and to „ checque out of Ton muſter 
their Proviſions ſuch as ſhall be abſent, or refuſe to anſwer to their Call; ana Week. 
a Muſter is alſo to be made after every Eſcape, or Suſpicion of it, to aſcertain 
how many, and who of the Priſoners may have got away, And as the Pri- 
ſoners are to be victualled in Meſſes, if on any Muſter, or on their being told 

over by the Turnkeys, it ſhall be diſcovered that any of them have eſcaped, 
and the Priſoners of that Meſs. knowing of it, have nevertheleſs received the 
| full Allowance of Proviſions without diſcovering ſuch Eſcape, the Remainder 


ol the Meſs are to be 48 on Half Allowance for T Ten Days. 


7 An Account is to 1 ſent to this Office;. by Poſt. ſo as to arrive on Weekly Ac- 
Mondays, and the Names of thoſe who ſhall have died, eſcaped, or ENS 
been re-taken in the Courſe of the Weck, are to be fer off on the Back Of it, 
diſtinguiſhing the reſpective Times when : and a Liſt of the Men exchanged, 
or diſcharged within the fame Time, is to accompany this Account. . 


VI. The Priſoners are to be victvalled according to the Scheme of Diet *, How the vie- 
and the Proviſions are to be inſpected by yourſelf every Morning; and ns 
no more of any Article, except Beer, is to be demanded, than is ſufficient pos regs 
for the Supply of the Day; and Notes are to be given to the reſpective Con- 
tractors every Night, of the Quantities of each Article to be delivered the next 
Day. The Beer may be received in ſuch Quantities as will not endanger its 
becoming {our ; but this is to be done at the Riſk of the Contractors, and to 
be returned if ſour, or otherwiſe unfit to be iſſued, of which he is to be apprized. 

he Notes for the Proviſions are to be regulated by the Number of Prifoners 
actually in Cuſtody ; to aſcertain which, on Days when they are not muſtered, 

{as the Purnkeys are to tell over the Priſoners every Evening, and to give . 
Report of the Number in Writing into your Office) the ſaid Notes, which are 
to be checked by comparing the Number with that of the preceding Day, and 
making Allowances for the Alterations which have happened ot Dilcharges, .&c. 
may on thoſe Days be regulated by the Turnkeys Reports. A Daily Abſtract 
of the Number of Priſoners, and of the Proviſions demanded and iſſued, is to 
. kept, and a Copy is to be tranſmitted hither, with the Turnkeys Notes, at 
vac End of each Month, A. Book is to be kept of the Proviſions 2 8 received; 


5 Fey the Report, Page 4. 


10 be lcat to 
the Hoſpital, 
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and upon Muſter Days, Compariſon is to be made of the Nomber found on 
muſtering, with the laſt Reports of the Turnkeys, that if it ſhall appear any 
Errors have been made, or the Eſcapes of any Priſoners are diſcovered, the proper 
Steps may be taken to ſet the former right, and to trace out the actual Time of 
every Priſoner's Eſcape, to the End that the Regulations in the 4th Article 

may be put in Practice. The Stipularions, which will be in the Contracts, re- 
ſpecting the Refuſal of Proviſions, if not W to be agreeable to Contract, 
are to be ſtrictly obſerved, 


8525 bow to VII. — Trial is to be made for a Week of the Quantities of Coal: neceſſary to 
ue. pe Daily iſſued for each Copper uſed for boiling the Proviſions; the Fire to be 
immediately drawn out when the Meat, Greens, or Peaſe ſhall have been dreſſed, 

and the Coppers cleaned; the remaining Fuel is to be reſerved for the next 

Day; and the neceſſary Daily Allowance of Coals being fixed, the Iſſues are to 

be made conformably, till an Alteration becomes neceſſary, when, as the Number 

of Priſoners increaſe or decreaſe, Regard is to be had to proportion the Quan- 

tities of Firing for the Coppers accordingly, and the Reaſon for it is to be given 

1n the Monthly Account of Coals: And although the Variation of a few Priſoners 

may not admit of a Decreaſe of Fuel, an Attention is to be had at other Times, 


Ounces how when ſuch Decreaſe 1s more conſiderable,” A Monthly Account of Coals thus 


od for: iſſued, as alſo of Candles, is to be kept, and a Copy to be tranſmitted hither ; 


and when the Coals are nearly expended, the Quantity remaining in Store is 
to be meaſured, and compared with the Accounts Kept of the Ifues, and the 
Difference, if any, reported to us. 


Utenſils to be VIII. The Priſoners are to be applied with Meſs Bowls, Platter 8 Cans: 


lupplied. and Wooden Spoons; and if either of theſe Articles are loſt, or wilfully damaged, 

others are to be furniſhed, and the Amount made good to. che Crown by putting 

5 the Par rties who loſt or deſtroyed them on Half Allowance of Proviſions. 

| 7 6 n - * —You are to take Care to prevent the introducing of Spirituous Liquors 5 
Introduction 


of Spicktucus. to the Priſoners, that ſo good Order may be more eaſily preſerved among them ; 


Liquors. but you are not only to permit their being ſupplied with any Neceſſaries they have 


Occaſion for, and have Money to purchaſe, but to ſee that they be not impoſed 


How to diſtri- upon in the Rates thereof, And if Money be remitted to them, you are to diſ- 
bute Money 


remitted to tribute it in ſuch Proportions, and at ſuch Diſtance of Time, to the People who 
Friloners. have a Right to ir, as that they may not have a Sufficiency at Once to brive a 


_ Centinel, or any body. elſe to aſſiſt in or connive at their Eſcape. 


1 i | X. e Proviſions are to be dreſſed by Priſoners: to be appointed by you. 
to be delle | 


for that Buſireis, and who will be allowed Three Pence a Man a Day in Money; 
and the Number of Cooks is to be proportioned to the Quantities of Proviſions 
to be dreſſed; which is to be reported to us from Time to Time as increaſed, 
with the Reaſons for, It. One Ounce of Salt to every 1 bree Men 1 is to be allowed 


Daily. 


Sick Pte XI. . he Surgeon will be diiefted to viſit the Prifon every Day, that Gach of 
the Priſoners as may in his Judgment be fit Objects, may be removed to the 
Hoſpital, who are there to be victvalled agreeable to one or other of the Schemes 
of Diet, as the Surgeon may direct: For your Guidance in doing this, the 
Numbers to be victoal led on the reſpective Diets every Day, will be put Gown 

in Diet Books, to be kept by the Surgeon, by which you are therefore to 
govern yourſelf, A Certificate is to be given to the Surgeon with every Priſoner 
he {hall judge to be a fit Object of the Hoſpital ; and che will be qirected to 
give a Certificate on the Return of each Priſoner from the Hoſpital to the 


ys Priſon; and you are to note on che De Book, hereafter directed to be kept, 
a the 
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reſpeRive Vouchers to them, are to be tranſmitted to this Office as Gan after the 
1 x pirarion of each Month as poſſible : In theſe H ovſhold Accounts is to be in- 
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the Times of each Man going to and returning from che Hoſpital. A Victual- 
Jing Book for the Sick 1s to be kept, and a Copy to be tranſinitted hither at the 
End of each Month. 


XII. When any Priſoner is ſent to the Hoſpital, the Priſon Bed and Bedding Their Priſon 
in which he lay, after having been well aired, fumigated, and made clean, if ne- 
ceſſary, is to be laid up in a proper Store, but not where new Bedding is kept, 
and not to be uſed again till the Priſoner ſhall be returned cured from the Sick 
Apartments, when the Whole is to be delivered to him. 


X111.—The Priſoners while in the Hoſpital will be allowed Shirts, and Hoſpital 
Hoſpital Dreſſes will be provided for thoſe who are ill with infectious Diſorders ; Preſles. 


cleaneg, &c, 


but the ſupplying theſe two laſt Articles is left to the Diſcretion of the Surgeon. 
| 1 he Sheets are to be ſhifted every Fourteen Days, and the WOOP: nes every Linen to be 


Fourth Day, or oftener, if thought neceſſary by the Surgeon. | [ waſhed. 


XIV. As a Steward will be appointed for the Hoſpital, he is to be chaiged Steward 


| by you in Form with all the Hoſpital Stores; and you are every Week to exa- seu te 


be examined 
mine his Accounts of the Expence of the Articles Daily expended, as well to Weekly. 


aſcertain whether any undue Iſſues have been made, as to regulate the future 
Supplies. 


XV. Niurſes will alſo be allowed, who are to be Priſoners, willing and proper Nucfes to be 
to undertake that Duty, and who will be allowed Three Pence a Man a Day allowed for 
in Money, The Surgeon will from Time to Tune give Certificates when Nurſes 


the Sick. 


are to be entered or d'ſcharged, which are to ſerve as Vouchers, to juſtify the 


above extra Expence. The Nurſes are to be victualled on the full Diet of the 
| Hoſpital. And One or more Waſhermen, who are alſo to be Priſoners, are to be 


employed to waſh the Linen, and they will be allowed Six Pence a Day for their 
Labour on ſuch Days as they are employed. The Quantity of Soap to be de- 
livered to them to be proportioned by the Steward, under your Direction, to 


the Linen delivered to them, The Walhermen are co be victualled a8 the other | 
Prifoners 1 in Henn 


XVI. Monthly Houſchold Accounts are to be ep as wal: for the Hoſted Honſchotd 


as for the e in the Forms which will be delivered to you, which, with the nas; op 


be {ent, 


ſerted the contingent Diſburſements made for each Ser vice; and One Affidavit 
to the Truth of both Accounts is to accompany them, with an Account Current; 
and a Liſt of the Surgeons and Servants on Daily Pay 1 1s alſo to be tranſimitred 5 


i Monthly. 


XVII -aus no contingent de are to be made by you, except wh Contingent 
as the Exigencies of the Service ſhall abſolutely require, and our {pecial Order Diſburtewents 


how to be 
o firſt to be had to warrant any ſuch Charge, unleſs when particular Circum- made. 


Games will not admit of it, you are to govern yourſelf accordingly ; and if Ne- 
ceſſity ſhould occaſion any Diſburſements to be made before our Order can be 
had, you are immediately to apprize us of it; and the Dates of our Orders or 
e are to be noted againſt the reſpective Articles. 


XVIII. — vou are, at the End of each Quarter; viz. the Juſt 91 March, the Quarter Book 


2th of June, the goth of September, and the 3ilt of December, to ſend gs be ane.” 
a complete Book of all the Priſoners Names wlio have been in your Cultody at 
any Time during the Quarter cach Book is for, with the Times of Entry, Ex- 

change, Diſcharge, Death, or Eſcape, Times of going to and returning from the 


£ Hoſpital, with an Affidavit ; which Books, with the Surgeon's Cert: ficates of 


Meu returned from che Holpial to the Prito wry Are be tranſmitted to — 
LED chis 


Bedding to be 


: 6 4 — —_— — 
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this Office; and like Quarterly Books, with like V ouchers, are to be tranſ-. 
mitted for Soldiers of Regiments; and an Affidavit is to nee each of 
them. 


Account of XIX. An Account of all Stores is to be kept, and an Abſtract is to be tranſ- 


Stores to be 

; mitted to us at the End of every Quarter. 

e ue 1 Ke any Stores become unſerviceable, they are to be put in a 1 Score Room 
viceabſe stores 


1 o b c by themſelves, and when the Quantity is either ſo conſiderable as to render a 

poledi of, Survey neceſſary, or it becomes proper, for any other Kcaſon, that they ſhould be 
diſpoſed of, you are to repreſent it to us, that we may give Directions for a 
Survey to be had of ſuch Stores; and when a Report has been made of ſuch a 
Survey, Orders will be given for the Diſpoſal of what may have been con- 
demned ; and in all ſuch Caſes you are to point out to us wha: Uſe can be made 
of theſe Stores, particularly whether ſome may be uſed in mending others, that 
we may give Directions for this to be done, and for the Remainder to be fold. 


| Ne 2 XXI.— As the Priſoners are to have a Military Guard, if you ſhould at any Time 
e eee obſerve or be informed of any Neglect in the Centinels, you are to acquaint the 
11 Commanding Officer therewith, in order to their being puniſhed for it according 
= to their Demerit. 

5 »Coals and XIVXXII. he Coals and Candles is _ Gund: Agent's Office, and for the 
ll | br ng Joo Turnkeys, &c. are to be iſſued agreeable to the Regulations. The Coals are 
nl | 4 to be delivered Daily at a ſtated Hour by a Clerk, and are to be kept under 
Lock and Key, and the Key to be brought to the Agent after uy ay De- 


err. 


3 « — 
r „ 


wg, eee to XXIII. Tou are to PE" to be hung up, i in the moſt 5055 Par ts of the | 
5 u 

de )en. Priſon, the Regulations which you will be furniſhed with, ſhewing as well what 
Proviſions the Priſoners are entitled to, as the Behaviour erpectede on their Part ; ; 


and you are to ſee that they comply therewith. 


Oak 
07 ov" — —j—A1—d 


Al ' Turnkeys to | XXIV. —As the Priſon i is to be made as ſecure as it is capable, to prevent 


nl | | _— Roy Eſcapes, you are to direct the Turnkeys to inſpect the ſeveral Apartments every 
Day. Day, and to report to you the State of them, that any Arnet to eſcape may be 


9 „ immediately diſcovered. 


' Rewards fer XXV. —You are to make. it publicly known, chat Ten Shillings will be paid 
Ts re-taking and bringing. back to the Priſon, any Priſoner WhO ſhall have 
eſcaped; Ane if he was taken at ſuch a Diſtance from the Place of Confinement 

as to render the incurring an Expence unavoidable, it will be allowed; but the 

Bill of Charges is firſt to be ſent to us; a Receipt is to be taken for the Sum 

paid, witneſſed by Two credible Witneſſes, and charged in your Account of Con- 

tingencies; and the Priſoners fo re-taken are to be kept | in the Confining Hold on 

Half Allowance of Proviſions (the Value of which is to be conſidered as Three 

| Pence) till the whole Expence attending the Re: ber all have becn made 

z __ good to the. Crown. h 


Priſoners, _ XXVI. If any of the Prien behave difarderty: t they are to be more ftr aly 
hen dior= confined in the Place aſſigned for ſuch People, and ke pt there e Half Allow- 


derly, now to 
be en ance, till our Directions can be received. 


Mb (ory XXVII. As an Airing Ground is allotted for the Priſoners, orincipatty's for the 
We s _ Sake of their Health, One of the Turnkeys is every Morning, in fair Weather, 


to go into their Apartments, and dire& them to go into the Airing Ground till 
"Thinner Time, it the Weather permits, and atter 6 HR till Sun-fer ; and One 
a the TUTOR, during the whole Tim e of the Priſoners being there, is to re- 
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main in \ ſuch a Place as will admit of the Prilonere be ing in his conſtant View; 
but before they go into the iring Ground, each Prifoner is to contract his Ham- 

mock and Be edding into as ſmall a Compaſs as poſſible, by hanging both Clews 
on the ſame Hook, for the Benefit of a freer Circulation of Ar; and the beiter 
to anſwer the Purpoſe, the Windows are to be ſet open, and the Wards to be 
kept locked while the Priſoners are in the Airing Grown; ; and in very fair Himmocks, 
Weather that will admit of it, the Hammocks and "Re: ding, and the Priſoners ROY 
Neceſſaries are to be brought into the Airing Ground to be 185 8 to {ee that | 
none of the Hammocks, Paillaſſes, or Pillows have been purloined or wiitully. 
damaged; upon Diſcovery of any Articles being wanting or ſo damaged, you are 
to be a PP Zed of it; and when you Jearn the Names. of ſuch Pericns as have 
offe eye 2 this Reſpect, you are to put them on Halt Allowance, till the Firſt 
Coft of the loſt or damaged Articles is made good, eſtimating, as before, the 
Halt eee at Three Pence. 37; nee 1s: alſo to be had that no Tools, or Examination 
other Things which can be uſcd to facilita th ie Eſc ſcape of the Priſoners, are con- ebenes 
ccaled in their Hammocks cr Reddins; + and upon theſe Occaſions, after the Toots, &:. 
Apartments ſhall have been cleaned out, it is expected that the Acent himſelf 
tat ea ſtrict View of the Priſon, by which Means the Turnkeys will be mo! e in- 

3 to obey the Orders they are under; and Twice a Week, duri 1ng the Time 

hat the Priſoners are in 200 8 Ground, and when the Wards ſhal! F have been | 


$4 out, Chafling Diſhes, or Tron Pots, with Charcoal, the Number to be Fisen Wards 


O be e fu "111+ 
proportioned to the Size of ach Ward, are to be placed at proper Diſtances, and « gated. 


a ſufficient Quantity of Stone Sulphur is to be thrown into them, and continued 
till it is burnt out, that the Ward may be thoroughly fuinica; ed, 


XXVIII. —You are not, upon any y Pretence whatever, to cauſe any Alteration or A to 


Addition to be made to the Priſon, or any of its Appendages, except in purſu- MAE 19 25 


teration in 
ance of our Orders upon it, unleſs by the Priſoners breaking out, or any unfore- Priton, &c: 


ſeen Accident, the Repairs ſhould be immediately neceſſary for the Security of 
the Priſoners; and in ſuch Cafes, you are to apply to the Surveyor on the Spot, 
uſually employed by this Board, to order Work men to ſet immediately about the 
Kepairs, and to acquaint us with the Circumſtance. 


XXIX.—Tou are not to give any Priſoner Leave to go out of the Prifon Wich 7 
out our Order for he | | 


XXX. —You are not to abſent yourſelf from your Duty without our Leave. 


XXXI. Ak you meet with any Difficulty or Obflructions in carrying on the 
Service, you are conſtantly to report the ſame to us, and to propoſe, from Time 
to Time, any ſuch Matters as you may judge require our farther or more par- 
ticular Directions. Given under our Flandse, at our Office at Somerſet Place, 
this 5 15 
To Mr. 

Agent for Priſoners of War at 


By Command of the Comn:iflioners. 


* -_ — —— — — - 230 wh 
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Ne x. B. 


Copy of the INSTRUCTIONS given to the SURGEONS, during 
the Time the whole Management of Priſoners of War remained with the Sick 
and FEM Board, 


By the Commiſſioners for taking Cate of Sick and Wounded 
e &c. 1 


INS TRU CTION 8 to be obſerved by the Surgeon appointed to have 
g the Care of TORY for Priſoners of 5 5 N 


. 

T6 viſt be Y OV are to viſit the Priſon every Day, and finding any ” the Ptiloners ſs 
Prilon , ill, that it is neceſſary they ſhould be put into the Hoſpital, you are to report in 
Writing, to the Agent, the Neceſſity of removing them, who will give you a 

, Slizht Caſes Ticket; but thoſe whoſe Caſes are ſo flight that they may without Danger re- 


to be cured in main in the Priſon, are to be attended there; and the Medicines preſcribed, or 


FIR. -- whatſoever elſe may be done for (| hem, i is to be entered 1 in a Book to be 20 for 
that particular Purpoſe. N 


What is to be Tn The Sick are to be clalied echten to the Diſorders, ! in aa beſt Manner 
| nol bag the Hoſpital will admit of; and in caſe any infectious Diſorder ſhould be ob- 


ders. ſerved among the Priſoners, we are immediately to be apprized of it, and thoſe 

N who may be under that COLOR are to be 1 gone” OY from the reſt, till 
our further Directions can be bad. . 

NE IP III. 4 Weekly Kot is to be ERP wed: to 3 2 Once every Weck, + 

en as to arrive here on Mondays; and when any Priſoners have been in the Hoſpital 

When more 


r more than Twenty- eight Days, a particular Account of their State of Health 1 is to 5 
than 28 Days be forwarded with the Weckly Accounts. 

in the Hoſpi- 

„ 


ö IV. 3 regular Entry Book is to be kept of che Priſoners who may from Time 
ee, Exary to Time be in the Hoſpital; and when it is judged proper to return them to the 
Book. Priſon, a Diſcha arge Ticket is to be given to the Agent. 
| To fend Quar- V. ou are, at the End of each Quarter; viz. the 31ſt of March, zoth of 5 
ca ap | June, zoth of September, and 31ſt of December, to ſend us 2 complete BoOK 
ee of all the Priſoners Names who have been in the 55 at any Time during 
that Quarter, expreſſing the Times of their Entry, Diſcharge, or Eſcape; with an 
Affidavit annexed thereto ; which ſaid Book is to be TR ons by the Tickets 
_ which you received from the Agent with the Men. 


Hor... | VI—As the Priſoners are to be victualled Wing Sicknefs, in the Manner 
mentioned in the Scheme of Dict, you are Daily to ſet down, in a Book to be 
kept for that Purpoſe, the Number of Men to be victualled on the reſpective 


Dieis; and a Note is to be given to the Agent every Rs had his Guidance in 
providing Proviſions for the next Day. 


How eien VII. — The Prifoners Bed and Body 1 3 while they are in the Hospital, 8 


fey, to be to be ſhifted ; the former Once every F ortnight, and the Shirts every Fourth Day, 
or as often as you ſhall deſire. 


Hoſpital 


Hoſp VIII. — Hoſpital Dreſſes and Shirts will be. provided for thoſe in F evers, Dy- 
Dreſſes pro- 


Aided keateties and for Men in any other Diſorders in which Fu may think them ne- 
Wt ceſlary, 
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ceſſary, a and will be delivered accordingly, as you ſhall ſignify to the Agent they 
are wanted. 


. one Priſoner Nurſe will be allowed to every Ten Patients, for ſuch Nurſes, 
Men only as require that Attendance ; as Men on Recovery, and certain Dif- 
orders, to be judged of by you, will not ſtand in Need of that Aſſiſtance; and 
you are therefore to regulate and ſignify to the Agent, from Time to Time, the 

Number of Nurſes which are wanting, giving him a Certificate when any Nurſe 

is entered or diſcharged ; and you are to note on the Weekly Account the Num- 


ber of Nurſes employed. 0 
Nurſes to | 

X. —The Nurſes are to ſweep and clean the Wards every Day. enn the N 
Wards. \ 


XI. 4 Diſpenſer will be appointed, who is alſo to act as Aſſiſtant to you in Duty of Dif- 
greſſing and bleeding, when his more immediate Buſineſs will admit of it, and he penſer. 
is to have the Charge of, and diſpenſe the Medicines ; and as Recruits of Medi- 
cines after the Firſt Supply, become from Time to Time neceſſary, he is to make 
Demands of what is wanting, which are to be delivered to you; and if after Exa- 
mination you find them wanting, and approve the Demands, you are to ſign and 
tranſmit them to the Board, and you are, jointly with the Diſpenſer, to inſpe& all 
Medicines received, and certify to the Condition of them. 


XII. ir you meet with any Difficulties in carrying on the Service, you are To report 
conſtantly to report the ſame to us, and to propoſe, from Time to Time, any ſuch Difficulties. -3 
Matters as you may judge require our further or more particular Directions. | ; 

© Given at our Office at Somertet Place, this 
To Mr. 
Surgeon for Priſoners of 
War at 


By Command of the Commiſſioners. 


Ne . 
A STATEMENT of the general A of Prifoncrs of War i in : Heal, 
ſince the 1ſt of January 1796. 


ALL Matters relative to the Exchange of Priſoners of War, and the Care and 
Cuſtody of thoſe in Health, under "the Direction of the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, were transferred from the Office for Sick and Wounded Seamen to the 

Tranſport Board on the iſt of January 1796, and the ſame Allowances as they 

ben received before that Period \ were continued to them until the 1ſt of December 
1a 

For the Reaſons ſpecified in a 1 from the Right cable Henry Dugdas 33 
to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, dated the 6th of October laſt, CHE | 

herewith annexed, the Tranſport Board was directed to ſignify to the French Go 5 
vernment, that unleſs the Propoſal contained in that Letter, namely, That te 
| Priſoners of each Country ſhould be provided with Subſiſtence, Medicines, = 

Clothing, and Medical Attendance, by the Country to which they belong, was ac- 


Cepted by chat . he. Allowance of Proviſions ſhould be confined, in- 
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diſcriminately 5 all Priſoners, within the Limits ſtrictly neceſfary for their 
Subliſtence. 

No Anſwer having been received to this Provefal on the 25th of November, 
the Day limited for that Purpoſe, the Traniport Board was directed to reduce the 
Daily Rations of Provifions to French Prifoners in the Manner ſpecified in“ 
the Appendix; and all the French Priſoners in this Country were accordingly 
victualled agrecably to that Ration, from the iſt of December, till lately, that the 

Agent of the French Government began to victual them, in conformity to the 
Propoſal above-mentioned. 
A Copy of the uſual Contract for ſupplying Priſoners of War with Provitioi, 
is contained in the Appendix marked (Ne 2 A.) by which it will be obſerved, that 

_ the ſeveral Articles of Proviſions are thereby ſtipulated to be of the beſt Quality, 
And in order to guard the more e again nt Impoution on the Part of the 
Contractors, or Negiigenge of Duty on that of the Agents, a certain Number of 

_ Priſoners, cholkn by themſelves, was permitted to inſpect each Species of Pro- 
viton on its Delivery into the Priſons, and to rejc& ſuch as might be found to be 
of a bad (Quality, as ſtated in the Copy of the Regulations marked (N 2. B.) By theſe 

Regulations, which were hung up in the molt conſpicuous Parts of the Prifons, 
in the Language of the reſpective Countries to which the Priſoners belong, they 
were made acquainted with the Rations of Proviſions allewed to them, and the 

gencral Treatment they had to expect, lo that any Abuse n be known to chem 
as ſoon as it was committed. 3% anoeds j wes 

The Tranſport Board has the Satisfaction of believing, , that its Inſtructions 
have, in genera}, been properly attended to: For, in order to prevent as much as 

poſſible any Miſmanagement or Neglect, the diſferent Places of Confinement have 
occaſionally been viſited by ſome of the Members of the Board, without the pre- 
vious Knowledge of the Agents, and the Reports of ſuch Viſications have almoſt. 
invariably been favourable, as will appear from Appendix marked (Ne 2. C.) and 
(Ne 2. D.) being Extracts of ſuch Parts of the ſaid Reports as relate t to the Treat- 
ment of the Priſoners at the reſpective Places of Confinement. 

The Priſoners in Health, whether confined on Shore or on Board Pri fon Ships, 
are lodged in Apartments properly adapted for the Purpoſe, which are carefully 
cleaned and aired every Day, and frequently purified by proper Fumigations. 

Every Priſoner confined on Shore is furniſhed, on his Arrival at the Priſon, _ 
with a Ham nock, Pailiaſſe, Bolſter, and a Blanket or Coverlet. The Paillaſſe 

and Bolſter arc ſtuffed with Straw, which is changed from Time to Time, and 
when one Blanket is not deemed ſufficient muy are ſupplied. The Hammocks 
are ſlung in Tiers, and at Diſtances duly regulated, ſo that they are never too 
much crowd:d. At each Place of Confinement ert 3 is a ſpacious Airing Ground, 
to which the Priſoners have always Acceſs in the Day Time, Prifoners confined 
on Board Priſon Ships are uniformly upped with ſuch Bedding as is uſed in the 
Britiſh Navy; and a certain Proportion of them, by Turns, are alway S, at ſtated 
Hours, allowed to be on Deck. 
A conſiderable Expence was incurred by the Commitlianers for Sick. EY 
Wounded Scamen, in ſupplying French Priſoners with Clothing, previous to 
the 1ſt of January 1796; but about that Time Mr. Charretié, the accredited 
Agent of the French Government for Priſoners in this Country, undertook to 
_ ſupply them with all Articles of Clothing; and therefore the Tranſport Board 
45 none for lome Months after the Buſinch of Priſoners was Wanze to 
Mr. Charretie, 3 norwithltand ing 1 Fer ne ver -Farnithed * 


fingle Article; and after the 1 Board had repeatedly applied to him, and 
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repreſented to him the wretchedly naked State of the Priſoners, all to no Purpoſe, 
freſh Supplies of Clothing were iſſued to them at a very conſiderable Expence, 
till the Month of September laſt, when, in conſequence of freſh Remonſtrances 
which the Commiſſioners thought it their Duty to make to Mr. Charretié, he 
again undertook to ſupply the Priſoners with Clothing, and Money was faid to 
have been aCtually remitted to him by the French Government for that Purpoſe. 
Whilſt French Priſoners were ſupplied with Clothing by the Tranſport Board, 
every Care was taken that ch of them ſhould. be conſtantly provided WILD, at 
leaſt, 5 | 

One Jacket,” 

One Pair of Trowſers, 

Two Shirts, ; 

One Handkerchief, 
Two Pairs of ee 

One Pair of Shoes, 

And One Cap or Hat. 


The Commiſf ſoners for Tranſpures think it right to ſtate, that the Clothin 
of Priſoners of War has, 1 in former Wars, generally been provided by the Go- 
vernment to which they belonged, and not by the Government by which they 
were detained. In conformity to this Cuſtom, the French Government has but 
in few Inſtances granted any Clothing to Britiſh Priſoners 1 in France, and ſcarcely 
any Bedding, during the preſent War. 

The Letters Daily received by the Tranſport Board "RON French Priſoners, 
have been exceedingly numerous; but they have unitormly been duly attended to, 
and ſuch Anſwers given to them as Circumſtances required. Thoſe Letters, 
however, for the moſt Part, merely contained Applications for a ſpeedy Ex- 

change, and very ſeidom any Complaints of the Quantity or bad Quality of Pro- 
Sills, the Priſoners in general, throughout the Country, appearing to be per- 
feckly ſarisfied with the Treatment they experienced. 

Until the End of the Year 1796, all Priſoners of War, of the Racks ſpecific ed 
in Appendix, marked (N 2, E.) were permitted to remain at large, on Parole, in 
certain inland Towns appointed for that Purpoſe, where Agents were employed ro 
pay them the following Allewance for their Subſiſtence; viz. To all Commiſ- 
ſioned Officers in Health, whether belonging to the Naval or Land Service, 
Fighteen Pence per Day; and to all other + TONE | in Health, Nine Pence per 
: Man per Day. 

- At tet ie of the Year 1796, the Number of Priſoners on Parole amounting 
nearly to 1,2CO Men, and the Number of French Privateers that were Daily 
captured, joined to the general Miſcondu& of the Officers of ſuch Privateers, 
having rendered it neceſſary to limit this Indulgence, it has ſince that Period been 
confined | o Commiſſioned Officers of the French Navy and Army, and (0 Mal- | 
ters of Merchant Veſſels, i 
On the 25th of November laſt, in conſequence of Directions from the Lords 
of the Admiralty, in their Lordihips Ocder of the 1oth of thę preceding Month, 
all the French Priſoners on Parol: were ſent into Confiaement, and ſince then no 
F rench Priſoners have been admitted to Parole. ; 
| Rio! Gatti 

Tranſport Office, 3 5 Ambroſe Serle, 
79H Marca 1793. doug tal eee geek e An Otway),. 

„ 5 John Mai ſb. 
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Form of the CONTRACTS uſually entered into by the Commiſ- 
ſioners for the Tranſport Service, &c. for the Victualling of Pri- 
ſoners of War in Health. 


-IT- is contracted and agreed, this Day ok. in the Year of 

Our Lord One thouſand _ | and in the _- Year of the 

Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God of Great 

| Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, &c.—Between the 

Commiſſioners for conducting His Majeſty's Tranſport Service, and for the Care 
and Cuſtody of Priſoners of War in Health, for and on Behalf of His Mjeſty, 

of the one Part, ane -—— -:- of the other Part, as follows: The 

ſaid . for the Confideration hereinafter mentioned, do for 

Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Aſſigns, covenant and agree with the 

| ſaid Commiſſioners and their Aſſigns, Committioners for the Time being, on Be- 


half of His Men to victual all Priſoners of War in Health that may be con- 
fined „ Day of 
to the 7 5 Pay of 8 both Days incluſive, by allowing and 


delivering to each of ſuch Priſoners during each Day, either according to the Firſt 
or Second Tables hereinafter contained, the following (Quantities of good and 
wholeſome Proviſions ; Tu. is to yy 5 %% Tnens 


TABLE DL 


On Sunday.—One Quart of Beer ; One Pound and a Half of Bread Three 
Quarters of a Pound of freſh Beet ; Half a Pint of Peale 3 and On e Third of an 
Ounce of Salt 

Monday. — One Quart of Beer; One Pound and a Half of Bread ; K 
Quarters of a Pound of freſh Beef; and One Third of an Ounce of Salt. 

Tueſday.— One Quart of Beer; One Pound and a Half of Bread; Three 
Quarters of a Pound of freſh Beef; Halt a Pint of Peaſe ; and One Third of 
an Ounce of Salt. | 

| Wedneſday. — One Quart of Beer; One Pound and a Half of Bread; Three 

uarters of a Pound of freſh Beef; and One Third of an Ounce of Salt. 5 2 

Thurſday.— One Quart of Beer; One Pound and a Half of Bread; Thr ree 

Quarters of a Pound of freſh Beef; Half a Pint ol Peaſe; and One Third of an 
JJ LR 
Iriday.— One Quart of Beer; One Pond and a Halt of Bread; Thre 7 
Quarters of a Pound ol freſh Beef: and One Third of aa Ounce of Salt. 
Saturday. —One Quart of Beer; One Pound and a Half of Bread; Four 
. Ounces of Butter, or Six Ounces of Checle; al a Piat of Peale ; ; and One 
Third of an Ounce of Salt. | 


— —_ N —— — * * : — - \ _ - —= 1 ESE OSA NT IIA = 
\ _—_— — --_- — 3 2 A 8 = - — — Es — . — ——— Conor 1 
CR de n x — > — 2 = — — 2 A — . — ⁵ »A «8 - hy Rs: 8 : 8 " 8 I 
. * 3 yt _ - — nn: 2 . _— = 8 £ 
” 1” Wy —__—*4 = | . bh 3 hae. = 2 LIES _— | = 
. . 8 1 4 l * - . ” 5 S8 —— — "I £ = 2 _ . = 
2 : , Fn p — — — — _— —— Ns =. 2... 2 — = 
——— Cu mt a oc. 6 1 _ roll ay owe onage * — _ — = — —— — — - — — 
— — — = — - - = - _— 2 <x LY wat 5 . vo . 
- — - OT, N 7 0 , - 
g — 7 — 2 — ae 2 = — 5 2 _ = R 
4 > > * 4 > — t — — — 
— — - | a — morn i 3 — —.— y — 22 — - - 1 * 
: p — J > 1 5 — 8 — — * = 2 ni, WW . * — _ ps» cw — me: 2-3 Marrs. 8 * - - 2 "IJ 
88 $ — FR «thy * n ; 1 ws 9 - p : we. 2 y > : ' 
a 2 2 4 — — 2 — = >, > "_ 4 — N. Y . * == . $$ 1 * - L * 4 5 7 v 4 wo — 
— hs > * 7 _ 7 n : = «of 4 LERNER; . = - 
ds © Re p 5 — 


<tr 32 = 
2 
— Bee's 
"TI 


2 
— 


>. 
5 a * * . F 
— a" to oor Sigg 
— — £ . —— > - 
, ” * . 
— * 4 * 
= = — * — — 2 
— — > = aq 2 , 
* 1 — — IS 


TABLE Wis 


On Sunday: 00 Pound of Bread; Half a ml of freſh Beef; a Quarter 
of a Pint of Peaſe ; and One Third of an Ounce of Salt. 5 
Monday One Pound of Bread; Half a Pound of freſh Beef, a Quarter of . 
2 Pint of Peaſe ; ; and One 1 hird of a an Ounce of Salt, 
Tueſclay. 
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Tue ſday. One Pound of Bread; Half a Pound of freſh Beef; a Quarter of a 
Pint of Peaſe; and One Third of an Ounce of Salt. 
Wedneſday. —One Pound of Bread; Half a Pound of freſh Beef; a Quarter of 
1 Pint of Peaſe ; and One Third of an Ounce of Salt. 
Tauriday. One Pound of Bicad ; Half a Pound of freſh Beef; a Quarter 
of 2 Pint of Peaſe; and One Third of; an Ounce of Salt. 
Fridav. One Pound of Bread; Half a Pound of Freſh Beef; a Quarter of a. 
Pint of Peaſe; and One Third of an Ounce of Salt. | 
Saturday. One Pound of Bread; Half a Pound of Freſh Berk a Quarter of 
a Pint of Peaſe; and One * hird of an Ounce of Salt. 


Provided, and it is hereby agreed by the Parties hereto, that on Sunday, 
Tueſday, and Thurſday, Oae Pound of Greens may be iſſued to each Prifoner, 
inſtead of Half a Pint of Peaſe, as mentioned in Table iſt; and that Half a Pound 
of Greens, inſtead of a Quarter of a Pint of Peale, as mentioned | in Table 2d; may 
every Day be iſſued to each Priſoner, in cafe the Agent hall find the 
Greens to be fit for iſſuing, but not otherwiſe: And Butter or Cheeſe is to be med 
according to Table 1ſt. as may be directed by the ſaid Agent. 1 FT 

And, as to the Victualling each Priſoner, either according to the 1ſt or 2d 
Table, it is hereby agreed, that the ſame ſhall be done according to the Direction 
of the aforeſaid Commiſſioners or their Aſſizns, Commiſſioners for the Time 

being, or the Agent at And the ſaid for Executors, 
Adminiſtrators; "and Aſſigns, do further covenant and agree with the ſaid Cot N. 
miſſioners and their Aſſigns, Commiſſioners for the Ti ime being, on Behalf of 
His Majeſty, to provide Fuel, and dreſs all the ſaid Proviſions at Cwn Colts, 
being permitted to hire Cooks from among the Priſoners, at the Rate of T ArCc 
Pence a Man 2 Day. 

And further, that the Quality of x" Provifiens ſo to be ferved to the Fad Pri: i= 
{oners as aforeſaid, inal be as follows; (that 1 is to lay): 


Beer, To be equal | in Quality to that iſſued to His Me eſty's s Ships. 
Bread. — To be made of whole Wheaten Meal, wherein the whole Grain is to 
be reſerved, except ſuch Part as will not paſ through a Cloth of Eleven 
Shillings Price; of which Meal a Sample, weighing F "fry -ſix Pounds, ſhall, 
before fioning this Contract, be lodged at the "Tranſport Office, and alſo at 
the Office of che Agent for Priſoners : at he faid Bread to be baked - 
into Loaves of Four Pounds and a Half, or Three Pounds, Avoirdupois, 
and to be weighed at the End of Six Hours after the lame Mall have been 
„ Hake. 
Beef. To be good and abe de freſh Beef, and delle cred i in clean Quarters 85 
24 a Fore and Hind Quarter alternately. 
Butter. To be good Salt Butter. „ bp I, 
Cheeſe. To be good Glouceſter or Wiltſhire Eberle, or of equal Geo Neis, 
rVeale, — To be of the White Sort, and good Boilers. 
Greeas—To be ripped of the eilig Leaves, and fit for the Copper. 


And NY 1d | fo Kasem Aan reer and 
Aſſigns, do forther covenant and agree with the ſaid Commiſſioners and their 
Aſligns, Comm! moneys for the Time being, on Behalf of His Majeſty, to deliver 


all the ſaid Proviſions at 5 Dai before Wehr o Clock, at own Ex- 
pence. 

And that it ſhall be lawful for the e Superiarcaden if ay 404 Agent 4 the ſaid 

__ Commiſſioners tor che Th me veing or either of them, ta 


—inipect- 
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wfſpeCt all ſuch Proviſions after they ſhall be ſo delivered; and if on any ſuch 


Inſpection the ſame, or any Part thereof, ſhall be found to be unſound, unwhole- 


ſome, or of a Quality inferior to that which is above deſcribed, it ſhall be lawful 
for the ſaid Superintendent or Agent to reject ſuch of the ſaid Pro- 
viſions as ſhall ſo appear to be "unſound, unwholeſome, or of an in feior Quality 
as aforeſaid, and to cauſe the ſame to be deſtroyecd, and in ſuch Caſe, d leſs other 
Proviſions of a proper and unexceptionable Quality, of the ſame Denon:ination as 
thoſe ſo objected to, ſhall be ſupplied by Twelve o'Clock on the Day n which 
the ſame is to be iſſued, it ſhall be lawful for the Agent of the {2i4 Commiſſioners 
for the Time being, at the Expence of the ſaid _ | xecutors, Admi- 
_ niſtrators, and Aſſigns, to purchaſe the ſame Quantity of Proviſions, of each 
Species ſo rhefted, and continue to do ſo till they are properly ſupplied by the 
Ta --: Exxecutors, Adminiſtrators, or Afl;20s, wh ch Provi- 
fions io purchaſed by the ſaid Agent, ſhall be paid for by the {aid 


Executors, Adminiſtra ators, or Aſſigns : And moreover 5 | ſhall be 


liable to a Penalty for each Offence as hereafter mentioned; and the Sum ex- 


pended, as alſo the Penalty, ſhall be paid by a Deduction from the Monis next 


payable to atter Notice to the ſaid Commiſſioners; or, if no Monies 
ſhall thenafter become payable, then ſuch Sum laid out in ſach Purchaſ: „and allo 
the Penalties, ſhall be conſidered as a perſonal Charge on the laid 
Executors and Adminiſtrators. And further, the ſaid OY 
do covenant and agree, that neither the Agent for Priſoners at 
nor any Perſon employed under ſuch Agent, ſhall have any Intereſt or Concern 


whatever in this Contract: And in caſe it all appear at any Ine, that any 
ſuch Perſon as before- mentioned be ſo concerned in this Contract, it ſhall be 
lawful for the ſaid Commilſioners tor the Time being, to inflict a Penalty on 


the ſaid. Es — Executors, Acininiſtrators, or Ait.ons, 


not exceeding which may be deducted, or otherwiſe roco ered, 5 
as the other Penalties hereafter mentioned, And in Conſideration that the 141 
Executors, Adminiſtrators, and Afigns, ſhall well and 


troly perform all and every the Covenants and Agreements b:fore-m: entioned, 
according to the Terms and Conditions aforeſnd, the ſaid Comanftioner , for 
and on Behalf of His Majeſty, do agree with the faid. 

Ex cecutors and Admanittrators, that ſpall be paid after the Rate of 

a2 Day for every Priſoner victualled as atoreſaid, according to the 


: iſt Table ; and tor every Priſoner victualled according to the 2d Table, after 
the Rate . per Head for each Diy, in the uſual Method or 


the Tranſport Office, Quarterly; (that is to ſay) as ſoon as may be after the 
by Pranſport Bills. Provided always, and it is hereby de- 


dey and agreed, by and betwern the fad „ e 4280 ” 
Comm Moners, that if at any Time or Times during the Continuance of this 


Contract, it ſhail be mide appear to the ſaid Com: nil oners or their Alligns. 


Commiſſioners for the Lime being, * the Report of their Superintendent or 


Agent, that the ſaid” Executors, Aim. riſtrators, or Aſſigns, 
5 not well and truly performed and fulfilled ail and ſingular tac Articles 
| hereinbefore contained, n Part to be performed, it ſhall and may be 


lawful to and for the ſaid Commiſioners or their Aſſigns, Commiſſioneis for the 


"Time being, after ſummoning the ſaid 5 Executors, Admi— 
niſtrators, or Aſſigns before them, to deduct, from the Amount of the Account 


for the Quarter in which ſuch Breach of Contract ſhall have been made, not 


only the Sum which been paid by the Agent in purchaſing Proviſions, but 
alſo fo much in Addition thereto, by Way of Penalty, not to be mitiga.eu, as 
the ſaid Commiſtioners or their Aſſigns, Commiſſioners for the Time being, ſhall 
think adequate to the Offence, or repeated Offences, committed by Breach of 

thus 
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this Contract, ſo as the Whole of the Penalties alone, independent of the Sum 


expended by their Agents, ſhall not exceed One Third of the Amount of Onc 
narter's Account: "And if the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall have made out and 


delivered to the ſaid Exccutors or Adminiſtrators, a Bill 


for Payment of ſuch en Account, before ſuch Breach of Contract ſmall 
have been made known to them, then it ſhall and may be lawſul for them to make 


the ſaid Deduction out of the Amount of the Account for any other ſucceeding 


Quarter: But if, when ſuch Breach of Contract ſhall be diſcovered, there ſhall 


not be Money remaining due to the faid or not 
ſufficient to anſwer for the Montes expended byt the Agent, 6d the Penaltics in- 
flicted as aforeſaid, the ſaid | Tor  - Heirs, Execu- 


tors, and Adminiſtrators, do covenant and agree with the ſaid Commiſſioners and 
their Aſſigns, Commiſſioners for the Time being, on Behalf of His Majelty, to 
pay the ſame out of own Property. In Witneſs whereof, the ſaid Parties 


to theſe Preſents have hereunto interchangeably ſet their Hands and Seals, che 
Day of the Year above written. 7 = „ 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered (being firſt 
duly ſtamped) in the Preſence of 


| Ne 2. B. 


By the Commiſſioners for conducting His Majeſty” 8 Tranſport ger vice, i 
and for the Care and Cuſtody, ot Priſoners of War. oy 


RULES to be obſerved 5 we Priſoners of War i in Great Britain, Ircland, ccc. 


55 Arbe Agents Orders are to be ſtriclly obeyed by all the as ; od; it is 


expreſsly forbi dden, that any Priſoners ſhould inſult, threaten, ill treat, and much 

leſs itrike the Turnkeys, or any other Perſon who may be appointed by the Agent 

to ſuperintend the Police of the Priſon, under Pain of lofing their Turn of Ex- 
change, of being cloſely confined, and deprived of Half their Ration of Proviſions, 
for ſuch Time as the Commiſſioners may direct. 


II. Al the Py iſoners are to anſwer do their Names when e EY to 


point out to the Agent any Errors they may diſcover in the Liſts, with which he may 
be furniſhed, in order to prevent the Confuſion which might reſult from erroneous 


Names ; and ſuch Priſoners as ſhall retull eto dann wich this Regulation, mall! 


be Put on Half Allowaace, 


ul should any Damage be done to the Buildives by the Priſoners, either 


through their endeavouring to eſcape, or otherwiſe, the Expence of repairing the 
| ſame ſhall be made good, by a Reduction of the Rations of Proviſions of ſuch as 


may have been concerned; and ſhould the Agorcfiors not be e all the 
Priſoners confined in the particular Building ſo. damaged, hall contribute, by a 


Hala Reduction of their Rations, towards the Ez bpenccs ok the ſaid Repairs. 


IV. uch Priſoners as ſhall eſcape from Priſon, and be re-taken, ſhall be put in- 


to the Black Hole, and kept on Half Allowance, until tae Expences occalioned by 
UE Eſcape a are mage $9063 and the 5 ſhall moreover leſe their Turn of Ex- 
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change! ; and all Officers of the Navy or Army ſo offending ſhall, from that Time, 
be conſidered and treated in all Reſpects as common Men. 


V.—Fighting, quarrelling, or exciting the leaft Diſorder, is ſtrictly forbidden, 


Gi Pai: of a Puniſhment "proportioned to the Offence. 


VI.—The Priſons are to be kept clean by the Priſoners in Turns, and every 


 Prifoner who ſhall refuſe to do that Duty in his Turn, after having received 


Notice of the ſame, ſhall be deprived of his Ration, until he ſhall have com- 
Plied. 


VII. — The Priloners are from Time to Time to inform the Agent of the 
Clothing or other Articles which they may ſtand in Need of, and have Money 


to purchaſe ; ; and the Agent ſhall not only permit them to purchale ſuch Arucles, 
but alſo take Care that they are not impoſed on in the Price. 


VIII. — The Priſoners in each Priſon are to appoint T7 bree or F; ive, from! among 


their own Number, as a Committee for examining the Quality of the Proviſions 
ſupplied by the Contractor; for ſeeing that their full Rations, as to Weight and 


Meaſure, are conformable to the Scheme of Victualling at the Foot hereof ; and 
if there ſhould be any Cauſe of Complaint, they are to inform the Agent thereof; 


and ſhould he find the Complaint well founded, he is immediately to remedy the 


ſame.— If the Agent ſhould neglect this Part of his Duty, the Priſoners are to 


give Information thereof to the Commiſſioners, WhO will not fail to do them 


Juſtice in every Reſpect. 
IX. Al Dealers (excepting nuch as Trade i in F not proper to be admitted | 


into the Priſon) are to be allowed to remain at the principal Gate of the Priſon 
from Six o'Clock in the Morning until Three in the Afternoon, to diſpoſe of their 
Merchandize to the Priſoneis; but any of the Priſoners who ſhall be detected in 
attempting to introduce into the Priſon Spirituous Liquors, or other improper 

Articles, or in receiving or delivering any Letters, ſhall be puniſhed for the Abuſe 

of this Indulgence, | in ſuch Manner as s the Commulſioners may direct. 


SCHEME OF VICTUALLING 


DAY'S Beer. Bread. Beef. Butter. | Cheeſe. | Peaſe, | Salt. 
„ . : Quart. | Pounds, | Pounds. | Ounces, [ Ounces, Pint. p Ounces.” 
15 Monday „ 7 1 5 1 = 2 RNS — 5 : | 
Tueſday - 4 - 1-414 1+ . 1 4 4 
| Wedneſday | ; [SES 2 — — — 4: 
Target — | 7 4.4 2 2 — — 4 * _ 
Saturday — ——ü— p I" | ROO 1 — 
TOTAL | ¹7 1042 42 4 or 6 2 Or 2 
| Greens in | 
i REESE Fx | lieu. | 


N. B. When 
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the projected Exchange of Priſoners through Mr. Charretié, who was ſoon to be 

expected at Plymouth on that Buſineſs. After a full Converſation with him on 
that Subject, with which he ſeemed properly impreſſed, I went on to purſue the 
particular Objects of my Enquirv, and arrived at Falmouth on the 29th in the 
Evening. As I came unexpectedly, | ſaw every Thing in its uſual State, and 
without the Diſguiſe of Preparation; and I examined as minutely as I could into 
the particular Circumſtances of their Proviſions, Clothing, and Complaints. 
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N. B. When Greens are iſſued in l of Peaſe, One Pound, ſtripped of the 


outer Leaves, and fit for the Copper, ſhall be iſſued to each Priſoner: 


Each Priſoner ſhall receive Two Ounces of Soap per Weck. 


Ne 2 . C. 


Extracts from the REPORT of Commiſſioner Serle, on the State of 

the Priſons and Priſoners confined at Penryn and Pembroke, and on 
Parole at Bodimin, Callington, and Carmarthen : Dated 71h. July 
1797- 


IN conloynencs of his Reſolution of the Board, that from the's oreat N under 


of Priſoners of War, and from the growing Expence of maintaining them, it was 
neceſſary that the Commiſſioners ſhould viſit the ſeveral Priſons and Places of 
Parole, in order to know with Preciſion their actual State, and to correct any 
exiſting Abuſes, I left London on the 26th of June, and in proceeding to Cornwall, 
took Plymouth in my Way, chiefly ſor the Purpoſe of communicating the Senti- 


ments of the Board ſpeedily and confidentially to Captain Lane, reſpecting 


\ 
— 


It has been a very proper and needful Ame ndment of the Contracts for Pro: 


- viſions, to ſtipulate the preciſe Times of Delivery. Great Complaints have bee 
made of the Lateneſs and Irregularity of the Hours which have prevented 


MeL the 
cooking of the Meat in the Manner that the French deſire, which is by boiling it 


down for Four or Five Hours, into a ſtrong and excellent Broth, after which, the 
Meat itſelf is good for but little, and but little regarded by the Priſoners. I 


have delired the Agent to obſerve, that in future the ercareſt . may be 
obſerved on this Head, according to the Stipulation of the new Contract; and to 


complain inſtantly upon any Remiſsneſs, or Variation from it. 


1 was nor ſatisficd with enquiring of the Agent, and the People 4800 un, 


reſpecting the Quality and Weight of the Proviſions delivered ; I infp ected the 
Meat, the Bread, and the Beer, and found them good in their Kinds. 489 lit for 
the Uſe of almoſt any Table. Upon examining leveral of the French Intpectors 5 
upon this Head, they uniformly declared th zemiclves perfectly ſatisfied with every 
Species of their Food, and offered no Complaints reſpecting their general Treat- 


ment in this Particular; but declared, that what 1 ſaw of their Proviſions, 


was agrecable to the common Supply: Indeed, there is Reaſon to believe that 
their Fare as to Food, is to moſt of them very ſuperior to what they have been 


accuſtomed to obtain in their own Country. Moſt of the Priſoners PIE 7 
a Proof of it, in the higheſt Health, to which their Situation upon Two beautiful 


Eminences, where they ave the Advantage of a molt ſalubrious Air, may perhaps 
not a little have contributed. 


It is almoſt unneceſſary to obſerve to you, that the Priſoners neither here, nor 


4 at other Places of CuRody,. have received wy Supplics icom their own Govern- 


ment. 
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ment for the Purchaſe of Clothing, c. They have been thrown in this Reſpect 
entirely upon 6s Humanity of the Nation; a Circumſtance not ſo much to be 
regretted, though entailing a good Load of additional Expence, had our Pri- 
ſoners in France been treated with equal Care : ny . 
As to Complaints from the Priſoners, they have none with reſpect to Food, or 
general Treatment. Some incidental e Of Ill Behaviour, through 
the Petulance, pernaps, which may be expected to ariſc in low and licentious Cha- 
raters, from the Length of Confinement, have occurred on the one Hand; 
and Reſentment on theſe Particulars, from Perſons little above them in Mind or 
Manners, who have them in Charge, and conteguently are in ſome Sort of Supe- 
riority over them, on the other, are not to be ſuppoſed extraordinary Events among 
People circumſtanced as the ſe are on both Sides. 
The Priſoners here, as probably in other Places, traffic Gor Tobacco, and other 
little Neccflaries, with ſuch ſmall Articles of Curioſity, o or Manut acture, as they are 
able to perform in their Confinement. 
After my Viſitation of the Priſons near Falmouth and Pe nryn, 1 proceeded to 
Bodmin, and having made ſome Enquiries privately, of indifferent Perſons, who 
neither knew me, nor my Object, I tent for Mr. Wallis the Agent. He appears 
to be a reſpectable Attorney, and a proper Perſon for the Service committed to 
„ Bim. Fhad:much Converſation with him cn tie Subject of his Charge. b 
Mr. Wallis has now about 125 Priſoners remaining with him on Parole. He 
| had no Complaints to ma nake of their Conduct; nor could I find any from the 
Inhabitants ar this preſent. ] Time. At firſt they had been very unruly and trouble- 
ſome; actuated with all the Fervour of the Revolutionary Spirit of their Country- | 
men, and zealous to proſclyte others, and eſpecially the lower Sort, to their 
Opinions. But this Heat is much abated, and their Conduct has become more 
temperate and orderly. Nothing could have been more happy, I am aſſured, for 
the Peace of the Town, and for Ihe good Behaviour of the Priſoners, than the 
Foard's Order and Injunction, that none of them ſhould be ſuffered to ſtraggle 
cver the adjacent Country nor depart further from the Town than One Mile, 
and then only upon the High Road, and that, after the preſcribed Hours (which 
are here known by the ringing of a Pell) none ſhould be found out of his Quar- 
ters upon the Penalty of ſoſing his Parole. Every Body expreſſes Satisfaction 
upon this Regulation, which has s been attended with the molt falutary Effects. 
There is a Surgeon, an Inhabitant of the Town, nominated by the Sick and 
Hurt Board, to take Care of ſuch of the Priſoners as may need his Aſliſtance. 
Upon the Whole, have Reaſon to believe that the Buſineſs of Priſoners on 
Parole, is now properly conducted at Bodmin. 

From Eedmin I proceeded to Callington, and after F "IE" oa tothoſe I 
had made in che former Place, 1 deſired the Attendance of Mr. Kinſman, the 
. 1 

Þ 7 his Report 1 found here of 


9 Principal Officers,” 
17 Subordinate or Subaltern, and 


te Frenchg 
| 7 Servants. 


All theſe were taken either FIRE or near, Iſle _ and by Mr. Kinſitian 3 


Account, which is juſtified, fo far as could be judged by their Ap Prarances. decent 
People of good Behaviour. 


Beſides, there were of - EE 
DES Durch |? Officers and | 


5 Servants, . 


Brought from the Cape of Good en and very orderly Men. "THe" ny are 


allowed, 


Ko 
8 


cent Deportment, 
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allowed, by the Faſt India Company, for their better Subſiſtence, at the Rate of 
Seven Shillings a Week for the Officers, and Five Shillings and Three Pence tor 
the Servants, ſo that their Condition 15 particularly eaſy and comfortable. 

The fame Rules are obſerved with reſpe& to theſe Priſoners as to thoſe at 
Bodmin, and are attended with the fame good Effects. The Town 1s perfectly 


ſatisfied, and fo are the Priſoners. Some of theſe have made Overtures of Mar- 
riage to Women in the Neighbourhood, which Mr. Kinſman, aſſiſted by the Ma- 


giſtrates, has very properly taken Pains to diſcourage, and, as far as could be legally 


9 to prevent. 


came avruptly upon the Priſon and its Officers in Pembroke; and happily 


juſt as they were about to ſerve out the Proviſions for the Day. Of courſe I ſaw 


every Thing in its uſual Condition and Circumttances, e 
The Bread and Vegetables were very good, the former being made of the 


_ whole Wheaten Flour, agreeable to the ſubſiſting Contract. Inſtead of Beef, 
Vocal, which is cheap in this Country abounding with Paſturage, rather than 


Arable 1 Lands, is ſerved out to the Priſoners; put being of the ſame Species, 
though not of the Age required, and the Priſoners, moreover, being ſatisficd 
with i it, I did not appear to take any Notice of the Matter; nor did [ propoſc an 
Alteration. The Cooks am ong the Priſoners boil it all down with the Vege— 


tables (after it has been weigh ed out and diſtributed) into a ſtrong Broth, which, 
with their Allowance of good ſmall Beer, affords a Diet very much above what 
the Country People round about are able to procure, and probably above what 
the Priſoners themſelves have formerly enjoyed at Home. There was, in ſhort, 
no Complaint upon this Head, nor any Reaſon, in Appearance, for making it. 


Returning from Perabroke 1 {topped at Carmarthen, and defired the Attend- 


ance of Mr. Propert, the Agent for the Priſoners on Parole at that Place. 1 


went through the Enquiries which I had made at Bodmin and Callington, and 
gave the ſame Inſtructions as to the Agents at thoſe Towns. Mr. Propert aſſured 


me that the general Conduct of the Priſoners, (which are now reduced to Sixteen) 


18 unexceptionable, and that the Inhabitants are ſatisficd with their quiet t and de- 


(Signed) 5 © Ambroſe Serle, 
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Extracts from the R E PORT of Commiſſioner Schank, on the State 
of the Priſons and Priſoners at and near r Plymouth and Briſtol :: — 
Dated Augutt 1797. 8 


IN 1 of the Reſolution of che Board, That, from the great Number of : 
Priſoners of War, and from the growing Expence of maintaining them, it wa 


£ neceſſary the Commiſſioners ſhould viſit the ſeveral Priſons and Places of Parole, 


in order to know with Preciſion their actual State, and to correct any exiſting 
Abuſes ; I proceeded, on the 28th July 1797, to Taviſtock, in Company with : 


Captain Lane, and directed Mr. Bennett, the Agent at that Place, to aſſemble the 


Priſoners, the Total Number of whom amounted to One hundred and Ninety- 
three. — They appcared to be all in good Health, well clothed, and in general 


perfectly ſatisfied with their Situation. The Agent and Inhabitants leemed equally 


content with their Conduct. ON - 
M On 
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On the 29th I was at Plymouth, and viſited the Priſon and Priſon Ships, and 
arranged Matters with Captain Lane and Mr. Dacres, until the 1ſt of Auguſt. 
1 found the Priſoners on Board the Priſon Ships very well contented, except. that 
ſome ſmall Complaint had been made with reſpect to the Bread, but they were 
ſatisfied, by being told, that Orders had been given for iſſuing better Bread in 
future. 


On my Viſit to Briſtol, the total Number of Priſoners confined at that Place 


amounted to One thouſand Four hundred and Four. The Priſon ſtands on « 


very healthy Situation, is well built, plentifully ſupplied with Water, and has a 
good roomy and ry Hoſpital. On the ſtricteſt Examination into the Proviſions, 
I found them good, and agreeable to Contract; the Bread only required a little 
more baking. The Priſoners reported, that Two Months before that Time, the 
Proviſions had not been near ſo good as they then were, but they were now ſatisfied. 


With reſpe& to Mr. Charretie's Complaint againſt Mr, Bright, the Agent's Clerk 


at Briſtol, I made the moſt ſtrict Enquiry, in Preſence of the offended Pritoner, and 
ſeveral others who ſpoke Engliſh, as allo of the other Clerks, &c. and found the 
Matter was ſettled to the Satisfaction of both P arties. 


be aking the general Situation of the Priſoners, with reſpect to Lodging, 


Clothing, and Victualling, they are full as well off as either the Scamen, Soldiers, 
or common Inhabitants of this Kingdom. 


(Signed) _ John Schank. 


N 2. E. 


LIST of 5 R AN K 8 of 3 Priſoners of War whe were ad- 
5 mitted to Parole Previous to the End of the Year 17985 . 


Ml,aſter Caulkers c 
M aſter Sailmaker — 
Coaſting Pilots cn 


Volunteers, Gentlemen of Family — te Tis = 


+ Captgins: — — | — 
Lieutenants — Sa 
Enſigns 2 mn. "in 
Surgeons — 
Purſers or Deputy Civil Chieſs | — 
Chaplains — — 
laſtitu euts- — — 
JJ 9 
Pilots or Mates — — \ Taken i in Men of War only. : 
Aͤſpirants or Midſhipmen — 
Surgeons Mates — — 
 Boatſwains — — 
Gunners — — 
„Carpenters — — 


| Captains 
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Captains „„ 2 

Paſſengers of Rank _— — 

Second Captains — — 

Two Licutenants to be allowed for ar e Ships and 


every. hundr ed Men e Privat. cers. 


Pilots —— 1 
-DUrgeons — 
Chaplains — — 
Clerks — — 


Chiefs of Prizes taken in Britiſh re-captured Veſſels. 


N. B. The Captains, Lieutenants, Purſers, Surgeons, and Chaplains of 
Men ot War, were allowed One Servant each. | 


Ne 3. 
EXTRACTS from the EXAMINATION taken before che Comm ictee. 


——— 


At the COMMITTEE on the Treatment of Priſoners of 
War, 29th March 1798. 


„ Tas JohxsTO attending according to Order, {aic,, He was now a 
ori er of the Sick and Hurt Board. 


He further ſaid, 5 
I was Reſident Commiſſions er at Portſmouth, fora about 23d July 1793 to 
23d September 1796; and 1 have made Three ſeveral Viſitations there ſince 


that Time No Perſon immediately ſucceeded me as a fixed Reſident there ; 
but the Board of Admiralty having ſent Captain Otway and myſelf, to inſpect 
the Priſons at Portcheſter and Forton, and the Priſon Ships, upon our Report 


to the Admiralty, a comprrolling Power was given to a Captain of a Man of 
War. 


What was the Nature of your Office ? 555 
To have the Charge and Inſpection of the W ent of the Priſoners, 


in Health and in Sickneſs, and the whole general Superintendence of every 


Thing relative to them, and to ſee that the different Officers performed the 
Duties required by their Int tructions, and to hear and redreſs the Grievances of 
the Pritoners. 


What was the general Average of the Numbers of the Prifoners under your 


5 Inſpection? 


I think, after the it of June 1794. 3 5,000. 


What was the general Treatment of the Priſ oners, with reſpect to 3 


and Proviſions, cod as to the Ovterv: ince of the Rules and Regulations laid down 


reſpecting them ? 
I am fully of Opinion, has the Inſtructions were gene complied with, | 
that the Proviſions allowed by Government were in general agrecable to Contract, 3 


and Quantity and Quality. — When the Quality was pad, the Proviſions were re- 


turned tothe Contractor; and others purchaſed in lieu. When the Beer happened 
to be inferior in Quality to the Contract, as it was impoſſible to get Beer for 


4 or 57800 Men the ſame Day, the Agent had! Directions: n. me to purchaſe 


in 


| 
| 
| 
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in the Neighbourhood ſuch a Quantity of Strong Beer, to mix with that com- 
_ plained of, till it was equal in Goodneſs to what the Contract required, and to 
the Satisfaction of the French Superintendents of Proviſions, being Perſons 
choſen by and from among themſelves for that Purpoſe, and whoſe Functions 
were generally to inſpect every Species of Pioviſion on its Arrival at the Priſon, 


whether objected to or not, and to the cutting up, dreſling, and Delivery of 
chews to the Priſoners. 


When the Numbers of Conia Perſons were ſo confideraly increaſed bs 


the Action of the 1ſt of June, what Number of Surgeons and Afliſtants were 
added to the Eſtabliſhment of the Hoſpital? N 


As ſoon as I was informed of the Numbers of the Sick and Wounded, 
by Permi fon of the Commander in Chief, Surgeons of the Navy and Mares 
were employed, ſo as to give every Surgeon the Care of about Thirty ſick and 
wounded Men; and in Addition to this, as many of the French Surgeons as 
choſe it were allowed to give their Attendance, as well with a View to their par- 


ticular Aſſiftance, as to fee they were properly treated; and if there was any 
Thing they wiſhed to point out, that their Wiſhes ſhould be complied with to 


their fulleſt Extent, With reſpect to Medicines, Wines, and every other Ne- 


ceſſary, they were Provided 1 In the ſame Manner as our own Seamen at Haflar 
Hoſpiral. | : 


WW hether, to the beſt of your Knowledge, cbt fame Conduct was obſeryed in 


the other Priſons? 


Yes, ſtrictk Orders were given that it ſhould be 1 in all the Priſons; and 


in general I found it ſo in my official Viſitations at Norman Croſs and Stapleton; 
but at Plymouth J had Occaſion to complain of the Surgeon for ſome Neglect, 
and he was diſmiſſed, and another appointed, and I heard of no other Complaint. 


What, in your Opinion, was the Cauſe of ſo many more Deaths happening 


among the French Priſoners in the Year 1794, than in other Vrars of the War? 
| From an infectious Fever, that raged on Board the French Men of War 
taken on the iſt of June, and brought to Spithead, particularly on Board the 
Saaſpareil and Impetueux ; together with a Number that died of their Wounds _ 
from that Engagement; and during the Time this Mortality prevailed, they 
were attended by the Two Phyſicians of Haſlar Hoſpital, in Addition to the 


Medical Eſtabli ſhment of the Priſon ; and the Tame was done at Mill Priſon 
__ at Plymouth, 


N. . = 


At the co MMIT T FE on the Treatment of Priſoners 


of War, 29th March 1798. 


Mr. Jran CrannetiE attending according to Order, was aſked ; 


State to the Committee in what particular Character vou reſide in chis Coun- | 


try? 
on ſrom the Executive Dire Sery, for the Exchange of Prifoncrs of 


War, charged with a Projet of Cartel, and che general eee of Ont 


ſoners. 


At what Time did your Commilling commence 7 ? 
In December 1795. 


How | 


"= 


but in June 1797, I went down to attend the Exchange of ſome Priſoners, and 
there found, that in conſequence of Information received by the Britiſh Government 
of an InfurreRion 3 in the Prifon at Portcheſter, the Market was ſtopped, during 
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How long did you continue in that Situation? 
About Two Years and an Half. 


Has Mr. Charretic any Objection to ſtate to the Committee diſtinckly, his par- 
ticular Obſervations on the Treatment of the Priſoners in that Period, in the Pri- 
ſons and Hoſpitals of England? 

J will give a faithful Account, —L have always done Juſtice to the good 
Intentions of the Britiſh Government with reſpect to the Priſoners; I have never 
complained but of Abuſes; I knew perfectly well the Rations which the Briath 
Government diſtributed to each Man, as well as the Price which they gave the 
Contractors. In my different Viſitations made to the Priſons, I have aſcertained 


that the 5 835 of the Proviſions was not equal to the Price paid for them by 


Do you mean to ſay that it was univerſally ſo ? Ons LE e 
At Portcheſter and Plymouth it was better than at Falmouth; the Agent at 


Falmouth entered the Priſon only Once a Week. -The French Priſoners, to the 
Number of between 8 and goo, were entirely under the Cuſtody of the Gaolets 


8 the different Contractors of Beer, Meat, and Bread, diſtributed Proviſions at 
leaſt Eighty per Cent. below the Price paid them by Government. The Bread 


was made with bad Corn, mixed with Chaff, and was not catable.—I was at Fal- 


mouth in July 1797. —l wrote, at the Beginning of Auguſt, to complain to the 


Tranſport Board The Board was aſtoniſhed at my Complaint, and told me in 


Conference, chat one of them (Mr. Serle) had been to ipſpect thoſe Priſons about 


the End of June, and had made a favourable Report of them, which put me 


under the Neceffity of perſevering in my Complaint. This induced the Board to 
5 jend Cantain Lane to certify the Complaint, and ſee if it was founded, and he 


knew confidentially, that by going privately to e Two Priſons, the Truth 
of the Compla: int was a cftabliſhed. 5 8 Withdrew. 


2d April 1798. 


Mr. CRARR ETI“ attending according to Order, was called i in, 2nd fad TT 
In November 1795, when I firſt took Charge of the Priſoners, I viſited 


Portſmouth, and the Priſons in the Neighbourhood. —I found Dr. Johnſon of the 


Sick and Hurt Board, who went round the different Priſons with me, and I had 
the Satisfaction of finding that all the Proviſions were of the beſt Kind, and no 
Complaint from any of the Priſoners ; and the Hoſpital at Forton in good Order 


which Time great Advantage was taken by the Turnkeys, to {ell clandeſtinely 


Bread and Milk at exorbitant Prices; when the Priſoners complained, the 
Soldiers ſtopped their Complaints by threatening them with the Bayonet; and 
upon my going into the Prifon with Captain Ra we, where a Mr. Peltier and 

ſeveral other French Officers bitterly complained to me of their Treatment, 
Captain Rawe told Mr. Peltier, that he was there every Day, and was aftoniſhed 


at his not having complained before. At that Time the Priſoners were treated 
ſeverely, on Account of the Police neceſſaty (as 1 believe) to be kept in x.The 


Priſon during the Mutiny of the Britiſh Fleet. 


Does Mr. Charretiè mean by being treated ſeverely, cloſely confined? 
No; but Government had Information that the Mutineers meant to put 


Arms into the Hands of the Priſoners to kill their Guards, and theretore axe By were 
more enact in their Diſcipline. = 
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Did you viſit any other Prifon'! . 
J went to Plymouth in July 1797 ; in general the Priſoners complained of 
their Proviſions and their Quality, but Captains Schank and Lane ſoon redreſſed 
that Complaint, and nothing of what I had obſerved at Portcheſter took place ; 
the Priſoners were quiet. 


As they were quiet in Plymouth Priſon, did you obſerve any particular Seve» 
rity : 4 


No. 


Jou attribute then the Severity at Portcheſter to the Inſurrection? 
Ves. From thence I went to Falmouth, where I ſaw what I gave in 
Evidence on Thurſday, 5 


Was the Complaint made againſt the Agent at Falmouth redreſſed? 
Not that I know of. —From thence I went to Briſtol, and found the ſame 
Spirit of Complaint on Account of the Proviſions ; I could not find the Agent, who 
was not on the Spot, and One Priſoner wes ſent to the Black Hole, for ha aving 
| refuſed a Cabbage not cleared of its Stalk.—He was fent there by a Clerk who 
(I heard) had a Share in the Contract for Proviſions.—1 complained to the Tranſ- 
port Board of that Clerk as being diſagreeable to the Priſoners, —This Clerk 
preſided at the Diſtribution of all the Proviſions. I have heard no Complaints of 
him from the Priſon ſince that Time.—N either before nor lince have 1 viſited 
any of the Priſons. 


Was there not a Select Committee of Priſoners to in pect the Proviſions? 
There was, but I ſuppoſe they were corrupted. 75 


What was their Number, and how choſen? 
J ſuppoſe about Twelve, choſen by themſelves, but I do not t ſpeak to the 
Fact, nor have I any particular Reaſon for ſaying that they at are Corrupted, than 
that it is the Nature of Man. 


As Mr. Charretic ſtated to the Committee, That he did not Ser it his 
Department to inſpect the Proviſions, how came he to be o particular! in re- 
porting the Badneſs of Proviſions at Falmouth ? 

Becauſe I came at the Time when the Proviſions were 1 2 1 to ho Gate 
a for Delivery, and the Priſoners would not receive them. 


Was it Butcher's Meat or Bread? 
Bread and Cheeſe. 


Did you ſee any of the Meat? > 
No, I did not. 


How does Mr. Charretie 1 his not having fo Meat at the Gate, to the 
Aſſertion that it was 80 per Cent. below its Value? 
_y 1 he Meat, as well as the Beer, was ſhewn me in the Priſon. 


Were the Proviſions you ſaw at the Gate diſtributed? 
No, I objected, to the Contractor, and he took back the Proviſions, as I un- 
derſtood, and ſupplied others. 


When you complained at Plymouth of the Proviſions what 8 pecies was it you 
ob; ected to, the Becf, or the Bread? Pino _ 
The Bread, 


Did vou take any Steps, to obtain the Quality of che Proviſions you completed 

of to be altered for the better? 2 
Tes, ſeveral Tunes I mentioned | it in Conferences with ſome of the Tranſ- 

port Board, 


— 


. 
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Do you believe in conſequence that Meaſures were taken by them to prevent 
theſe Abuſes ? 


Yes, I have no Doubt of it. 


As you did not ſeem to think it was your Duty to inſpe& oanticuluty into the 
State of the Proviſions, how came it that vou were fo circumſtantial in your 
Aſſertion on the Quality of the Proviſions in your Evidence before the Committee 
on Thuriday laſt? 


I obſerved it to be ſo from Specimens that were brought to me. 


Is it your Opinton that the Commiſſioners of the Tranſport Board did every 
Thing in their Power to cauſe the Proviſions 8 to the Priſoners, to be 
equal | in Goodneſs to the Contract Prices? 


I have not the leaſt Doubt of it, and all that 1 have | complained « of, 1 were 
| Abuſes of ſome of the Contractors. 


Previous to your Repreſentation to the French Government of the Situation of 
the Priſoners at Norman Crols, did you complain to the Commiſſioners of the 
Tranſport Board ? 
No, I was at Bath at the T ime, and made it from Letters I received from 
' Priſoners at that Place, and intended, when I came to London, to repreſent the 
ſame to the Tranſport Board in a Conference. Soon after, I had Reaſon to alter 
my Opinion, and I therefore took the firſt Opportunity to acquaint the French 
Government what I learned the real State of the Priſoners to be. 


What was the Interval of Time between your firſt Repreſentation, and your 
informing the French Government that you had been miſinformed ? 
I cannot remember — perhaps Two or Three Weeks. 


Don't you think it unfortunate that you was ſo haſty i in W fuck an Im- 
preſſion, without taking ſome Meaſures to have informed yourſelf of the real State 


of the Fact, which might have been obtained from che Tranſport Board! 2 
1 think! it was. 


Have you had Opportunities of knowing what Numbers of Prifoners were in 
each Priſon at any. imme: 
Les, the Tranſport Board kurnildedd n me with Liſts whenever [ required i it. 


Then what was the Cauſe of your informing the French Government, that there 
were 9,000 Priſoners at Norman Cros, when it appears their Numbers were only 
ay 
Becauſe the Number 5 Priſoners increaſed frequently, as freſh Priſoners 
were comg: from Ireland. | 


N. 5. 


At the c OM MIT TEE on | the 7 reatment of Priſoners of 
War, 3d April 1798. „ 


RupRT Gronck, Eſquire, Firſt G of the T ranſpore Board, 
attending according to Order, was aſked ; 


State to the Committee what has come to the Knowledge of the Tranſport 
Board, reſpecting the Treatment of the Priſoners of War at F almouth or Penryn | 
in the Months of June and July 1797 ? 
I refer the Committee to Commiſſioner Serle's Report of 7th 1 555 — 

| en 
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When Mr. Charretié's Complaint, of 7th Auguſt following, was preſented to the 
Board, the Contractors had been changed, we had entered into a new Contract. 
The Board received a Letter from Mr. Char retiẽ, of the Date of the 7th Auguſt, 
complaining of the inhuman Treatment of the Priſoners, and the Neglect of the 
Agent. The Board firſt called on the Agent to anſwer the Complaints, and af- 
no terwards, by Permiſſion of the Admiralty, ſent Captain Charles Lane of the Navy, 
_ to inquire into and report upon the Complaints. It appeared that the Con- 
tractors had in ſome Inſtances ſupplied Proviſions inferior to Contract; in con- 
ſequence of which, the Board took the Opinion of their Solicitor, whether there 
were Grounds for proſecuting them for Breach of Contract ; who was of Opinion, 
there were not; the Inſtances which were ſtated of Breach of Contract not being of 
_ ſufficient Magnitude to warrant the Board in reſorting to the dilatory Mode of 
Puniſhment by Proſecution, at a Time when they had in their Hands a more ſum- 
mary and equally effectual Mode of remedying the Evil, which was by returning the 
faulty Proviſions on the Hands of che Contractor, and purchaſing others at his 
: Expence, which the Agent did, by Order of the Board, in ſeveral Inſtances. In 
Addition to this, the Board wrote 10 the Town Clerk. of Penryn, to requeſt 
the Mayor or Chief Magiſtrate to affiſt the Agent occaſionally with his Opinion, 
whether ſuch Articles of Proviſions as might be objected to by the Priſoners, were 
agrecable to the Terms of the Contract, a Copy of which the Town Clerk was 
informed was lodged with the Agents, WRO had Directions to apply to the Mayor 


1 55 accordingly. 


The Board had alſo Samples of the Bread ſent to Town for their Inspection. 
which ſcemed pretty good, but not ſufficiently baked. 


Was any Bread ſtated to be mixed with Chaff? 
In no Inſtance was any Bread either {ent up, or complained of cither by the 
Agent or the Mayor of Penryn, mixed with Chaff, nor was any Information 
ever received by the Board, that any ſuch had been offered to the Priſoners, 


Ty though the ſame appeared i in ſome Caſes t to de inferior to the Terms of the 
Contract. 


Do you think chat the Commtton could have diſtributed 8 to the 
Priſoners 80 per Cent. below the Price contracted for by Government? 5 
It is certainly impoſſible, conſidering the Check which the Tranſport Board 
dceſired might be made upon the Proviſions by the Mayor of Penryn, and other 
reſpectable Perſons, and eſpecially as the Complaints on which the Board was s ap- 
plied to, ſtated no Caſes of any Thing like ſuch Enormity. 


Whether any Thing came to the Knowledge of the T ranſport Board, reſpect 
ing the Conduct of the Clerk of the Priſon at . which made him liable - 
2 their Cenſure? 
| Commiſſioner Schank went to inquire into that, among _— * 
ſtances; ; I can ſtate, on the Evidence of Captain Schank, that the Perſon who 
was committed to the Black Hole in that Priſon, was committed there for Inſo- 
lence, the other Matter of Complaint ly, been acjuſted « to the Satisfaction of 


2 both Parties. 


Didd the Tran port Board anſwer he different Repreſentations of Mr. Char- 
retie, reſpecting the Treatment of the Priſoners ? | 


In cvery Cate, except when his Language was highly diſreſpectful. 


At what particular Period was this Alteration in the Language of Mr. Char- 

reae ? 

, In the Month 5 September 1797, aſter che laſt eee in France. As 
an Evidence of the Attention paid by the Board to the Complaints of Mr. Char- 


FEE, 
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retié, I beg Leave to refer to « Letter from the Board to Mr. Charretié of the 
17th of Auguſt 1797, and which 1 now deliver in to the Committee. 


Was Mr. Charretie at any Time informed by the T ranſport Board, of the Proſe- 
cution and Conviction of any Perſon who had ſupplied Bread of a bad Quality 
to the Priſoners at Falmouth or Penryn? 

Yes; he certainly was, by Letter of the Board to him of the nah of Auguſt 
1797, which [ beg Leave * deliver in to the Commit TY 88 


Are there any, and what Number of Priſoners, now confined in the Priſons 
near Falmouth ? _ 

There are none; the Two Priſons of Roſcow and Ker Zelliac, near Fal mouth, 
being ſo far from cach other, and the Agent obliged io reſide at a Diſtance 


from both, it was thought requiſite to apply to the Admiralty to appoint a 
Priſon Ship in the Harbour of Falmouth ; which not being convenient, the Pri- | 


| ſoners were all removed trom thoſe Places to Priſons nearer to the Capital. | 
| | Withdrew. 


Ath april 1798. 


Were the Complaints preferred. by Mr. Charretié againſt the Agent at Fal- 
mouth, in Augult 1797, proved to be founded ? 


No Complaint was made of the Agent, except that by Mr. hate ; and 


we had every Reaſon to be ſatisfied with him and his Conduct. We applied to 
him immediately, to give an Anſwer to the Charge, which he did ſatisfactorily; 
but conſidering it as a Matter of much Conſequence, we ſent Captain Lane, 


Superintendent of Priſoners in the Weſtern Diſtrict, to enquire into the Tranſ- 
action; upon which he made a long Report, by which the Agent did not appear 
to be criminated.— It appeared, that in ſome Inſtances the Contractors had been 


guilty of offering Proviſions inferior to what were contracted for; but as the 


Agent or his Afiſtant were always preſent at the Delivery, and the {ame Regu- : 


lation of French Inſpectors, ſelected by and from among themſelves, exiſted there 


as well as in the other Priſons, there was no Reaſon to ſuppoſe any bad Pro- 
viſions, although tendered dy. the Contractors, could have been forced on the | 


Priſoners. 


Did the Agent contandy attend W Duty at the Priſons 2 


It appeared from Commiſſioner Serle's Report, of the 17th July 1797, that 


he was obliged to live at a Diſtance from his T wo Charges ; that he was an un- 


exceprionable Man, and performed his Duty, as far as be could learn, with the 
entire Devotion of his Time to it; Dat he bad an Aſſiſtant at each Priſon; who 


was always on the Spot. 


Had Mr. Charretis the Means of knowing from Time to Time the Number 
of Priſoners confined in each Priſon? 


Certainly, having been ſupplied with Liſts as the Tranſport Office when 


ever he applied for them, and which he was conſtantly in the Habit of doing. 


| What Number of Men can the Priſon at Norman Croſs contain! 2 
Between Five and Six thouſand. | 


Had Mr. Charretiẽ the Means of knowing this? ? 


Certainly ; he had conſtantly Acceſs to he Board Room, where the Buſineſs © 


of the Priſoners was tranſacted, and where Plans of the Building, and the Num- 
5 ber it t would b might we be had Recourſe to. 
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What was the preateſt Number of Sick, at any One Time, at Norman Croſs : 
1 never knew it amount to 200. 


Had not Mr. Charretic, at all Times, Means of knowing the Number of Sick, 
as well as of other Circumſtances relative to the Priſoners 7 7 
Always; by Application to the Tranſport Board. 


Did Mr. Charretie make any Application to the Board for any Intelligence on 
] this Subject, for a Week or Ten Days previous to the 19th November 1797 ? 

No, he did not, though he was then in London. The official Letter of his 
Recall from Bath bears Date the 15th, which he received in London on the 
16th or 17th, having come to Town in conſequence of a private Communication 
from me, that the Admiralty conſented to the Meaſure, 
Are Priſoners ever ſent from Ireland to Norman Croſs ? 

No, there were none dire&, fince the 26th April 1797 ; Smetimes they 
might arrive there circuirouſly through the other Priſons, as they went from 
Ireland to Portſmouth, and Priſoners were afterwards {ent from thence to Norman 
Croſs ; but I cannot lay, whether the fame Individuals went to Norman Croſs 
or not. 


To what Number do you concolve. any. ſudden Increaſe at Norman Croſs 
might amount, by an Importation from Ireland ? : ; 
To a few Hundreds at moit. 


Do you know any Thing of Bread and Milk being ſold to the Priſoners at 
Portcheſter, at very exorbitant Prices, about July 1797 

A French Paper, publiſhed by Authority, having been ee ee to 
our Board, in which our Treatment of French Priſoners was very erroneouſly 
and unjuſtly repreſented, we called upon Mr. Charret.e, by Letter of the Sth 
Auguſt, to contradict ſuch falſe and injurious Repreſentations. Having received 
no Anſwer, we wrote to him again on the 14th; and on the 15th we received 
his Anſwer, wherein he ſtated, among other Matters, that he had certainly aſ- 
certained the Fact, that the Priſoners had been charged T wo Shillings for an 
Eight- penny Loaf, and for a Pint of Milk ſometimes above Fourtecn Pence. 
We tranſmitted his Complaints to Captain Rawe, the Superintendent, for his 
Report, which we recelv ed the 29th Auguſt; and by which it 2 that the 
Charge was utterly unfounded, and that "Enouiry had been made in the Preſence 
of Mr. Charrctic u. hen at Portcheſter, who himſelf appeared _ convi::ced that no 
ſuch Charge had taken place, and mar. 1 it had, there could have been no D. f. 
ficulty in Proving it. 


At the Time this Tranſaction is ated: to Save happ N 1 the Priſoners 
their full Rations awer by Gove ErnMent delivered 0 them! J 


Yes, they had. 


Was the Contract made by the Board for { ſupplying the > Priſoners, at any Pe- 
riod, reſtricted ro Ox Beet ? ; TO Wok 

| Yes it was; and continued fo, ail a Repreſenta tion was made by. the 
Members for Plymouth to the Duke of Portland, that the great Confſump- 
tion of that Article by the Priſoners had ſo drained the Neighbourhood, 
that the Markets of Plymouth Dock and Stonehouſe had not a ſufficient 
Quantity to ſupply the Inhabitants, and that the Ships were at that very Time 
_ ordered to be victualled with Heifer Beet; in conſequence of which, Directions 
were given by the Admiralty to diſpenſe with Ox Beef, and the Priſoners had 
4rom that Time the lame as the Briciſh Troops, 
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Have any Complaints reached your Board from the Priſoners of any cther 


Nation confined in England? 


None of any Kind, except from the French. 


Can you ſtate, from authentic Teſtimony, any Thing relative to the Treatment 


| of the Engliſh Priſoners in France? 


I cannot from authentic Teſtimon ny, as our Agent there was never per- 
mitted to viſit any of the Depots. From pr wate Accounts, all of which agree, 
the Priſoners were : fornetic nes ſupplied with bad Biſcuit, ſaid to be ſent on Shore 


condemned from the Men oi War, and about Two Ounces of falt Pork per 
Day. — When freſh Beef was ſerved, they had Half a Pound, Heads, Legs, and 


ſometimes Offals included. — In the Hoſpitals there was oreat Deficiency of 


_ Medicines, and they were put on Half Allowance. - When Bread was ſerved in- 
ſtead of Biſcuit, Accounts differed as to its Quality, it being ſometimes repre- 


ſented as pretty good, and at other Times very bad. — The Treatment was diffe- 
rent at different Dep6ts—the worſt at Pontanezan—From Nantes we had re- 
peated Accounts, by Neutrals as well as Engliſh, that the Prifoners were kept 


at a very ſhort Allowance, and Liquor g given to intoxicate them; and they were 


even told, that their Country had given them up on Account of Sir Sidney 


Smith's being detained in Priſon, without whoſe. Liberation the Britiſh Govern- 


ment would not conſent to an Exchange of Priſoners, to induce them to enter 


into the French Service, which ſucceed ed but too well in many Initances, | 


What has been the Treatment of the French Priſoners ſince the F rench Agent 
provided them with Clothes and Proviſions ? 


They have been well treated, except in the Hoſpitals, ſrom whence many 


Complaints have been preferred to the Admiralty, for Want of Medicines and 


Neceſſaries, ſuch as Linen, Bedding, &c. The French Agent bas appointed 


our own Officers to be his Superintendents, except in One Inſtance at Live erpool, 


and in ſome Caſes have employed the ſame Contractors, particularly at Ply- 
mouth, where the preſent Contractors are the ſame who had the Contract 
at the Priſons near F almout., at the Time when Mr. Charretie made his 
Complaint. | LL TS 


N* 6. 


At Ah: COM MITTEE on 8 Treatment of Priſoners ; of 
War, 20th April 1798. 


Mr. Epwarp n a Lieutenant in che Navy, attending, was call ed in, 
and aiked ; ; N | 


Was you taken Priſoner by the French, and when ? | 
5 was; when a Paſſenge er on Board an American Shi, 5 bound to Hamburgh— 


I was Carried into Nantes about the gt th of Auguſt laſt. 1 remained d about 1 hree 


Months there, having been put into cloſe Confinement about Two or Three 
Days after I got there, contrary to an expreſs Stipulation between the Countries, 
by which it was agreed, that Paſſengers ſhould be immediately permitted to 

proceed to their Deſtination. During my Confinemen: I never received any 


Allo wance whatever, either in Money or Proviſicna, from the French Govern- 
ment, and was even obliged to pay for the Uſe of my Bed, 2 cm for every Article 


at an exorbitant Rate, From thence 1 was ſent to Angers, 02 Miles, at mv OWN 
Expence, eſcorted by a Gendarme, whom I was forced to maintain on the Road 


turner and back e again. I remained there ome iow Days on L. arole, and was 


then x 


could not remain any longer in that 
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then put into Priſon, and uſed as before, with the Addition of being forced to 
pay the Gaoler for Permiſſion to purchaſe my Proviſions, &c. I remained there 
between Two and Three Months, and was then ſent back to Nantes, in the ſame 

Manner and on the ſame Terms. I was ſoon afterwards permitted to embark for 
England in a neutral Veſſcl. On applying to the Commiſſary of Priſoners, that 
I might be immediately enlarged, on the mutual Stipulation relative to Pal- 
lengers, I was told, that the French Priſoners (Paſſengers) were ſo ill treated 
in England, that we ſhould not have that Indulgence. | 


About what Number of Engliſh Priſoners were at Nantes while you was 
there 


I believe about Four or Five hundred. 


- Dia this Number increaſe ? 


It did vary, as I ſaw ſeveral Priſoners at different Tinea go out of the 
Priſon, who I underſtood were about to go on Board French Privateers. 


Can you aſcertain or form any Opinion what 1 was their Inducement for entering 
into the French Service? 
The Priſon was expoſed very much to the Inclemency of the Weather ; 
their Proviſions very bad, and inſufficient, and particularly the Bread bad, and 
full of Sand ; and the Priſoners were almoſt in a State of N akednels, 


Suppoſe your Money had failed, how could your have procured Provi- 
fions ? 
0 IE nil have ſtarved, as many Perſons with vs muſt have done, had we 

not ourſelves made a Subſcription for them, no Allowance 20 been made by 
the F rench Government except to the common Priſoners, 


Mr. . Warsow, Maſter in the Navy, being preſent, faid ; That he 
was taken Priſoner with Mr. Harris, and remained all the Time wich him, and 
5 confirm ed the Whole of Mr. Harris J A TAE, N 


N- 8. 


55 Mr. Joux MWumnrs a Merchant af London, was called in, and ſaid; 
I was taken Priſoner on Board the William Merchant Ship of New Brunſ- 
wick, on the 17th of October 1797, and carried into Nantes was permitted 
to be at Large for ſome Time, and had a Paſſport to return to England on 
Board the Hope, but ſhe having an Embargo laid on her, I returned to Nantes 
to procure a new Paſſport, when I was put into Priſon, but being ill at the 
Time, I was placed in the Hoſpital. During my Reſidence at Nantes, I one 
Day faw in the Street leading to the Wharſs, a Number of Englith Priſoners 
going thither under a Guard, and going up to them, I aſked, where they were 
going? They faid, they had entered on Board French Privateers. On 
my remonſtrating with them, they ſaid, in. their coarſe Language, that they 
Priſon, where they ſhould be ſtarved to 


Death, and they would run all Riſks rather than do ſo; a Mate of a Ship had 
_ Alſo entered; I believe _vpwards of 120 entered while I was there: They al- 


ledged — 
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ledged, as an Excuſe for ſo 9 15 that the Eagl ſn Government had br ſaken 
them, and their general bad Treatment; they had had no Allowance from Mr. 


Cotes for Six or Eig ht Months, and that taey ſaw no Proſpect of an Exchange, 


the French Miniſter or Commiſſary there having repeatedly ſaid ſo in Anſwer to 
Queſtions on that Subject. My general Information was, that their Reprelen- 
tations of ill Treatment were well founded; 1 obſerved, that the Inhabitants ar 
large treated me while on Parole at Nantes with Civility, but many Obſervations 


| were made on me and others being at large, whillt it was ſaid, the French Pri— 


ſoners in England were fo rigorouſly confined; and Accounts to this Effect were 
ſtuck on the Walls, repreſenting that the French Priſoners were fed on dead 


Dogs and Cats, and were brought out and ſhot en Maſſe for the Amuſement of 
the "Populace. A Priſoner ar Reed from England ar Nantes during the Pre- 
_ valence of theſe Reports, and ſpoke in Contradiction of them, and | with Gra- 
titude for the Treatment he had received; but he was given to underſtand, that 


he muſt hold his Tongue, and not c contradict tne Aſſertions of the Governmetit on 
that Subject. e | = Ms Wichdrew. 


At the CC OMMIT T L. E on the Treatment of Priſoners of 
War, 27th March 17 9 


 Jonn Hara RaprorD, Eſquire, Surgeon upon the Staff, artending, was 
Called 1 in, and ſaid; 


I was taken in the Elizabeth Vickualler, in my Paſſage to the Weſt Indies, and 


Carried into L'Orient—I arrived there on the 8th of December laſt, and was 


allowed my Parole until the 21ſt, upon which Day I was ſent into cloſe Con- 
finement ; Four beſides myſelf were ſent into Confinement the fame Day, and 


an a Room adjoining were Four others; our Allowance at that Place was about 
a Quarter of a Pound of coarſe Meat, and about a Pound of coarſe Bread, and 
| Water.—On the 26th we began our March for Pontanezan Priſon, about 110 in 


Number—On the Road we were allowed no Carriage for our Bag ggage, but as there 


were ſeveral Men ſick, on the Second Day of our March, there was One ſmall 


Cart ailowed by the Agent for the Sick, which was continoed during the March, 


being about 100 Miles, which laſted until the Firſt of January. —The Men on 
the Road on one of the Nights flept in an old Church, on another in a Stable 


Knee deep in Muck, and the orher Nights in Priſons and in old Houſes. — On 


the Third Night the Gaoler ſtole One Third of the Men's Bread, and fold it to 
them the next Morning ; the Two following Nights the Men had no Proviſions 
at all, owing, as the Officer informed us, to the Commiſſary miſtaking the Route; 
nor was there Bread enough in the ſmall Towns to purchaſe for them, con- 


ſequently ſeveral of them had no Victuals for 43 Hours. 


What 1s the Extent of the Pontanezan Priſon? 


A Quarter of a Mile Square; there are Six Buildings, about 200 - Yards 12 
Length and 8 Yards wide, built for a French Hoſpical, and contained Seven 


Tier of Hammocks. 


Was there any Yard or „ Place to air the Prifone ers? 
8 
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How many Peters were confined there! 2 


Ch Sis one Priſon 1,000, in Halt of another 130, including Women and 
11 ren. 


Was there any Hoſpital 1 in the Priſon ? 
One of the other Four Buildings was A for an 1 Hoſpital—Galley 
Slaves were in another. 


Was there a free Circulation of Air? 
There were Windows on both Sides, and about 100 den allowed at a 
Time to go into the Yard 1 in fine Weather, | 


5 Was it a damp or ary Situation 2 
Dry. | 
Was there Medical Aſſiſtance at the Hoſpital! 7 
There were Two Surgeons and Two Apothecaries, but very little Nie beige 

giving ſparingly to ſome, and none to e when there, they are at Half : 

Allowance. 


Were there Medicines ſuffeient ? 
Anſwered in the preceding Queſtion No Medicines were given out of 
The Hoſpital, notwithſtanding Applications were made by me as a Surgeon. 


Was there any Diſtinction between the Officers and the common People? 
Ihn general no Diſtinction; but the Surgeons, Women, and Paſſengers, were, 
by the Indul gence of the Commiſſary, kept apart, and had better Allowance. 


Whet t was the Allowance of Proviſions at Pontanezan Priſon 

About a Pound of coarſe Bread, without any Bran taken Eo the Wheat, 

and a Picce of Pork or Beef for Seven Men (the Witneſs produced to your 
Committee a Piece of Pork, which was delivered out at that Priſon for the Day's 
Meſs for Seven Men, and which then proved to be of the Weight of 19 Ounces 
and an Half, but without the Bone 14 Ounces and Three Quarters); in the 
Afternoon about 4 o'Clock they had a Soup of Horſe Beans one Day, and 
Calivances the other Day, they were boiled in Salt and Oil. At this Time 
Proviſions in the Country were plentiful and cheap—Freſh Beef 3d. 3 1d. and 
4d. a Pound— Mutton the ſame - Game plentiful—a Hare I 5 SOUS—a Partridge 
and a Woodcock for a Livre—F iſh cheap. 
Withdrew. 


N 10. 


At the COMMITTEE on the Treatment of Priſoners of 
War, 21ſt April 1799. 


Captain Janes CoLxerr attending, was called in, and aſked ; 


Vis you command His Miene 8 Frigate Huſtar ? 75 
Tes. 


Were you r on «Hh Coaſt of France, and when? 

On the 24th of December 1796.—After we eſcaped from the Wreck, and 
ſurrendered ourſelves to the Military, we were pillaged by them of every Thing | 
but what was on our Backs. We were Five Days on our March to Breſt, on Foot, 


during which Time we had only a ſmall W of Bread given us One Day, 
i 
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no other Lodging than wet Straw in a Church was procured for us, unleſs we 
could pay for it. After our Arrival at Breſt, we were confined in the Common 
Gaol at Pontanezan ; for the firſt T'wo Days fed with nothing but the common 
Priſoners Rations, which were Parts of a Bullock cut . by the Lump, Liver, 
Lights, Offal, and Part of the Horn with the Jaw.—>fter being let out of the 
Common Gaol, a larger Quantity of Proviſions was a allowed the ( Orncers, but of 
the ſame Quality. After remaining ſome Time at Pontanezan, where a very 
{mall Part of my Effects was returned me, we were forced to go on Parole a 
hundred Miles from Breſt to Pontavie, and were obliged to pay our own Ex- 
pences, as well as thoſe of the Soldier who had the Care of us. The whole 
Time of our Stay at Pontavie, we had no more than the French common Sol- 
dier's Rations, and even the worſt Part of the Meat, and no Wood to cook the 
Victuals. When our Releaſe was ordered, we were marched back in the ſame 


Way, paying our own Expences; but analy ſome Wood was procured, for 
which we ſigned Receipts. 


Do you know of any Steps taken to entice the Britiſh Seat men into the French 
Service f 
Not Perſabally, but from my own 5 rew, of whoſe Veracity I had no Doubt. 
 —Several of them applied to me for my Content, rather than be ſtarved 1 
Priſon, as they were threatened to be, which 1 poſit ively We —On mv A 
rival at Breſt, I complained to the Marine Miniſter there of the Treatment! had 
met with in the Country, and he told me, that he believed me, but that it w. 
not in his Power to remedy it, or he would. My Second Lieutenant chen wer 
to the Miniſter, who gave him a Certificate of his having only received Soldiers 
Rations, and GEAR him to PHY: to the Ft rench Commillary in London ior t the 
Deficiency. | 
The Allowance of Proviſion was e in the Holpital, not only for the 
Sick, but even the Lame; ; and in lieu of Meat a little ſour Wine was given. 


I obferved Two Wells in the Priſon blocked up, and on enquiring the Reaſon FER e 

of it, was told, that in Robeſpierre s Time the Water had been potion ned by his | _ 7 

Order, and the Nuns who had the Care of the Hoſpital were ordered to g. r it 
7 | bY 

to the Sick; by which many were poiſoned. Some ot the Nuns, who refated to . Ay: 

do ſo, were {pur in a Dungeon under Ground! tor Nine Months. 5 N 4 
FELL TE ; „ | 5 0 1.4 

to 

4 

Nez 1 


8 of a LETTER from Dr. joan to the Commiſone ers for th 


e : Tran 
port Service, dec. — Dated IIth of Jan uary "179 96. 


GenTremen; 


BEG Leave to Wen ta to you, that the Maſters of the different Cartels nave, 

on their Return from Cherbourg, for me Lime Paſt, invariably reported, thar 
on their Arrival with French Prise oners at that Place, their Boats were 
from them by the Frigate which lies in the Road ; that they were not 3 bo 
20 on Shore; that Soldiers were put on Board them to watch their Motions; _ 


8; 
that the Liſts of Priſoners were carried to the Commitſary of Marine, and wien 
returned, and the Diſembarkation effected, th 


: 3 . 


ey were ordered to Sea ne ate 


without Regard to Wind or Weather, often at great 3 of being 
Shore; and were always informed that they had o Brit 


drive 1-0 
n. Prise Oner 3 10 return, 


V. Hich 


lar 
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which the French Commiſſary ha alſo ſtated in his different Letters. The con- 


trary is, however, apparent, from their having lately ſent a Brig from thence 


with 210 Engliſh Priſoners, wrecked near Shoreham ; and by the laſt Letter re- 
ceived, by the Harmony, it is ſtated, that another Cartel is fitting for the ſame 
Purpoſe. It ſeems difficult to account for the Conduct of the French Govern— 
ment in this Matter; why they ſhould oblige ſo many Engliſu Cartels to return 
empty, and at the ſame Time put themſelves to the Expence of fitting and vic- 
tualling others. It is not very improbable, that acting as Spies is their principal 
Motive. As the French Cartel alluded to, may be expected to arrive ſoon in 
ſome Engliſh Port, I take the Liberty to ſuggeſt to your Conſideration, to deter- 
mine on the Propriety of any Priſoners being returned in her, or whether ſhe 
_ ſhould not, immediately after diſembarking thoſe ſhe may bring over, be ſent 


back empty. I muſt obſerve, that, ſhould you direct an equal. Number to be 
put on Board, Two or Three Days muſt elapſe to procure Proviſions (which 


they no Doubt will want) before they can he ſhipped, during which Time it will 


be no eaſy Matter to prevent their having Communication with the People from 


Shore, although the Officers and Crew of the Cartel may not themſelves be per- 
mitted. to quit the Veſſel. 

1 am, &c. 5 
D Job Jcbnſton. 


No 12. 
Fxuact of a LET TE R from: M. e —Dated the 224 l 
January 17 796. Es 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 
My LOVED; <=; 
HAVE the Honour to inform Your Lordthins, that the French Gee 


by a Decree of the 11th December laſt, has inveſted me with the ſame Powers 
which the Committee of Public Welfate, of their National Convention, had 
granted to Mr, Louis Monneron, to treat with the Britiſh Adminiſtration concern- 
Ing every Thing which might regard the Exchange of the reſpe&ive Priſoners 
of the Two Nations. My Inſtructions are the ſame for the Cauſe of Humanity, 
and for concurring to thoſe Meaſures which may haſten the Moment of Deliver- 
ance to many unfortunate Men, in a Scaſon which, while it diminiſhes their 
| Reſources, redoubles their Wants. I have Canaan the above to the Com- 
miſſioners for conducting His 8 -T Oey Service, for the Care and 
5 Cuſtody of Priſoners of War. | 
The Mode in which the preſent War is carried on, bas for a "Mo Time pre- 
vented the moſt neceſſary Communication, ſuch as had not ceaſed to exiſt between 
hoſtile Nations at any preceding Period. The Perſons whoſe Lot it has been 
to ſuffer moſt from this Interruption, are the Priſoners of War on either Side. 
The Misfortunes inſeparable from that Situation, have been aggravated by tile 
Loſs of every Alleviation which could have been procured by a Communication 


with their Families. 


In this Poſture of Affairs, and during 3 reſulting from the 838 TY 
ol the Moment, the French Government, in order to eſtabliſh a Cartel upon the 
| | Baſis 
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it may be permitted him to viſit the Priſons for the Purpoſe of diſtributing the 


94 
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Baſis of that of 1780, is unabic to devio ate, with P; opriety, from the Firſt Article 


Wil > 7:08 


of the Law of 25th May 1- 93. Convinced, however, that Sent ments of Hu- 


manity are not forcien to its Enemies, the Frencl Government authorizes me, my 


Lords, to propoſe to you the mutual and immediate Return of the Priſoners of 
both Nations to their reſpective Countries, an to defer untl! Peace, the Regula- 


Ly C13 


tion, in every Point of View, of the Exchange. 


The preſent War, which in its Commencement cated every former Sen- 
timent, begins now to wear the Aſpect of preceding Wars, I flatter myſelf, 


41184 


therefore, my Lords, that you will 1 in the Conditions which the French 
Government propoſes, through me; relying that the moſt active Meaſures v WIR: 


3222 


be uſed to accelerate them on our Side, | 
The numerous Occupations of my Miſſion being a Ta fs roo weighty for my- 


ſelf alone, I have, in virtue of Powers granted by the French Government, aſſo- 


ciated ro myſelf Mr. F. Gaudelet, a voung Native of France, who has reſided 
here for ſeveral Years, with Mefſ's. Smiths and Atkinſon of this City 1 480 
whoſe Principles and Conduct merit my Confidence; I requeſt, my Lords; thar 


44 — 


Aſſiſtance moſt immediately required, and in order to relieve me in the Exer- 


Ciſe of my Functions. 


I have he Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpett, 


My Lords, 
Your Lordſhips, 


Walcor Place Lambeth, „„ Moſt obedieat humble Servant 


4 „r 


22d January 17 188 e | = 7 Charreti 


Nen 3 


3 of a LETTER from os Commilſioiicns for the T ranſ2ort 
Service, EC. to M. CHARRETIE — Das ed Gth VEOr uary 798. 


SES 


L * 5 


V E are directed by 11 Right Donn arable the Lords Comm Toners of the 
Admiralty, to acquaint you, in Anſwer to a Letter you adirefſed to their 


Lordſhips, under Date of the 224 of laſt Month, that although it is Eis Ma- 


Jelly” s earneſt Wiſh, that the Exchange of all Brit iſh Priſoners of War, in the 
Poſſeſſion of France, ſnould be effeckuated with the leaſt poſſible Delay, yet that 
it is utterly impoſſible to accede to the Propoſition of a mutual and immediate 


General Exchange, as upon a comparative Statement of the Receipts and Re- 


turns of. the Tus Countries, 1t appears, that there is at this Time a Balance of 8 
upwards of Five thouſand Men in favour of Great Britain, and that it becomes 


neceſſary, in conſequence, that a Stop ſhould be pur to the further Releaſe of 


any French Priſoners, until the above Balance mall be very CONarrabty re- 
duced. | | | 


In regard to your being allowed the Am: "Nc e of Monſ Ginder, in_the 


Execution of your Functions, as Agent tor French Priloners, their Lordſhips 
have no Objection. — eee e 


la our Letter to you of the 21ſt of laſt Month, we ſtated, among other Cir. 


cum ſtances, the Situation on By Britiſh Officers and Men who became Priſoners. 


2 e ; at 
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at Berville Camp, in the Iſland of Guadaloupe, who by the 3d Article of Ca- 


pitulation between Brigadier General Graham and Mr. Victor Hugues, were to 
have been ſent to Great Britain ſo ſoon as Tranſports could be provided for that 
Purpoſe, but which Condition has not been fulfilled ; and General Graham, and 
ſome of the ſaid Officers and Men who were taken with him, are arrived at 
Rochfort; and though you fay that you do not doubt but the French Go- 
vernment will highly diſapprove of the Violation of the ſaid Capitulation, 
(hereby the Detention at Guadaloupe, or eiſewhere, of any of the Perſons to whom 
it was extended, may be protracted) we nevertheleſs mult inform you, that it is 
expected their immediate Releaſe ſhould take place, and that they may be per- 
mitted to return to E 0 according to the Ns En of the Arricle above 
referred toc: - 

We Are, &c. 1 
Nupt George. 
Ambreſe Serle. 
John Marſh, 


Ne 14. 


Extrair d'une "LET 1＋ RE de M. Cnanxetit, : aux : Commiſſaires Pour 10 
Service des Batimens Eraniports, Kc. e 


Londres, 11 Fevrier 1796. 


JE vous prie e Cinformer les Seigneurs 158 [ Amirauté, que je vais ſans perte de 
Tems mettre ſous les Yeux du Gouvernement Frangais, la Lettre, que d'apres 
leurs Inſtructions, vous m'avez fait VHonneur de m'adreſſer le 9 du Courant. 
Je ne doute pas, que le Miniſtre de la Marine, et des Colonies, dont! je connois 
parfairement les Vues, ne donne des Ordres immèédiats, pour forcer le Ren— 
voi des Priſonniers Anglais, et des Directions actives pour que la Balance ſoit 
toujours en Meſure. Je ſuis ſur qu'il deſirerait auſſi, que le Gouvernement 
Britannique eut la Complaiſance d'envoyer des Commiſſaires, pour s'aſiurer par 
un Rapport, de 'Execution ponctuelle de ſes Ordres par les Agens Maritimes 
Chargès de audi aux Beſoins des Priſonniers Anglais. 


TRANSLATION. 


London, 21h February 796. 


I BEG you Coll 1 T9 the Lords of the Admiralty, that I ſhall loſe no 
Time in loving before the French Government, the Letter which, agreeably to 
their Inſtructions, you did me the Honour of addreſſing to me on the gth In- 
ſtant, and I have no Doubt, but that the Miniſter of The. Marine and the Co- 
lonies, whoſe Views I am perfectly acquainted with, will give immediate Orders 
to enforce the Return of Engliſh Priſoners, and for kceping the Exchange in 
future on a more equal Footing. I am certain alfo, that he wiſhes the Briciſh 
Government would ſend over Commiſſioners, to aſcertain by their Reports, 
whether the Miniſter's Orders are punctually executed Dy che Marine Agents, 
charged with the Care of the Britiſh Priſoners in France,” 
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FExtrait d'une LETT RE ts M. CHARRETIE, aux Commiſſaires pour le 
5 Service des Barimens e &c. 


Londres, 4 Avril 17 ; Fes 


E. ſous- ligne, Commillaire du Directoire Eaccutif, aupres du Gouvernement 
Britannique, pour PEchange des Priſonniers Frangais, a l'Honneur de pre- 
Kart ſes Homages a Meſſieurs les Commiſſaires Anglais, charges de l' Echange 
des Priſonniers de Guerre, et s empreſſe, à ſon Kewnr de Paris, de leur rranſ- 
mettre le Voeu de ſon Gouvernement, et les Melures qu'il vient de prendre, à 
Effet de lever les Difficultes qu'ils lui ont oppoſtes, dans leur Lettre du * 
Fevrier dernier. 
Le ſous-ſignẽ ayant ue repreſents, que la Voie la plus fore. et la 
moins embar raſſante, etoit celle d'un Cartel general, il a fini par faire adopter 
cette Mefure, qui ſeule pouvoit concilier les Intercts reciproques des deux Gou- 
vernemens; et le Corps Legiſlarif, en rapportant une Loi du 25 Mai 1793, qui 
entravoit la Rẽdaction d'un Cartel, a abandonne au Directoire Exécutif, le Choix 
| des Moyens propres A accelerer le Retour des Priſonniers de Guerre. 


C'eſt en conſequence de ces Diſpoſitions, que le ſous- ſignè a et6 inveſti par le 


| "-Dieevire. Exécutif de pleins Pouvoirs, et a recu les Intructions nẽceſſaires, 2. 
Effet de propoſer au Gouvernement Britannique, la Redaction d'un Cartel g6n&- 
ral, ſur les Baſes de celui de 1780; et comme il ne doute pas, que cette Meſure 
puiſſe ſouffrir la moindre Oppoſition, le Miniſtre de la Marine a deja donnë des 
Ordres pour raſſembler tous les Materiaux qui doivent ſervir à cette Operation ; 

notamment, la Liſte exacte des Priſonniers Anglais qui ſe trouvent encore diſ- 

ſemineés dans un grand Nombre de Communes de PInterieur, celle de ceux qui fe 
ſont Evades, ou ſont morts dans les Hopitzus, enfin la Reunion de toutes les Pieces 
relatives à la comptahilitẽ. 

Lorſque le ſous-ſigne, eut 'Honneur d'etre garant, aupres de Mefſiew: 8 les 

_ Commilſaires Anglais; que le Gouvernement Frangais delapprouverait hautemen 


la Violation du 3* Article de Ja Capitulation de Berville, dont ils ſe ſont plants 
dans leur ſuſdite Lettre, il ignorait que les Commiſſaires du Directoire Ex ecutif 


deiegues aux Ifles du Vent, euſfent ere forces d'en retarder Execution. 
15. Par les GenEraux Anglais, dont toute la Conduite, à ce qu'ils aſſurent, don- 
noit de juſtes Motifs de craindre, qu'ils vouloient violer tous les Droits en ra 
prenant leurs Priſonniers, d'autant plus, que les Ifles Anglaiſes etoient confiderable- 
] 
42 


ment dégarnies, et que Armee Frangaiſe prevoyoit qu Telle auroit a combartre « 
nouveau des Ennemis qui etoient devenus fes Otages. 


20. Parceque les Generaux Anglais avoient declare et fizz! fie aux Puiſſances 
neutres, que la Guadaloupe Etoit en Etat de Blocus, et avoient, Par cette Meſure, 


donne quelque Fondement aux Craintes des Frangais. 


35. Enfin, parcequ'il eft conſtate, que ces memes Gencraux, au mépris dy Droit 
des Gens, et des Egards dus a Þ FHumanite, ont vendu, au Poids de l' Or, les Hom- 


mes de Couleur, armés pour la Défenſe des Colonics Francailes, et de leurs G 5 8% 


prietes Individuclles, et qu ls ont meme mis à Prix leurs Tetes, 


C'eſt par les Raiſons ci-deſſus, que les Commiſſaires Frangais ont été dans la 


| Necefſite de retenir des Otages, qui ne 1 ent ctre autres que les Priſonniers 
| Ang _ eee 


"Dope ndant, os 
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Cependant, le ſous- ſigné a la Satisfaction d'annoncer à Mefficurs les Com- 
miſſaires Anglais, que ſur de nouvelles Repreſentations, et d'après les plus vives 
Inſtances, le Miniitre de la Marine a donné des Ordres pour que les 30 Ofticiers 
Anglais, de tout Grade, Priſonniers à la Capitulation de Berville, et tranſporiẽs A 


la Rochelle par la .Ficgare 'Andromaque, ſoint immediatement renvoyés en 


Angleterre. | 
(Signed) Fes F; Seren 


TRANSLATION. 


Extract of a LET LER from M. Canin to the Committioners for He 


Tranſport Service, &c. 


London, Ath April 1796. 


THE underſigned Commiſſioner of the Eaccutivs Directory, for the Exchange 
of French Priſoners with the Britiſh Government, has the Honour of preſenting 


his Reſpects to the Engliſh Commiſſioners charged with the Exchange of 
Priſoners of War, and haſtens, on his Return from Paris, to communicate to them 
the Wiſh of his Government, and the Meaſures which he has taken for the Pur- 
poſe of removing the Difficulties alluded to in their Letter of che . of February 


Hast. 


The underiigned” ns conſtantly ee that the molt certain and leaſt 


embarraſſing Method of EA change would be that of a General Cartel, being the 


only Plan conſiſtent with the reſpective Intereſts of the Two Governments, his 
Suggeſtion has been adopted. The Legiſlative Body, by repealing a Law of the 


25th of May 1793, which might have interfe red with the Arrangement of a Car- 


tel, has left to the Executive Birectory the Choice of the proper Means of e | 


diting the Return of the Priſoners of War. 


In conformity to thoſe Diſpoſitions, the 1 has received "I the Ex- 


ccutive Directory full Powers, and the neceſſary laftructions, to propoſe to the 
Britiſh Government to eſtabliſh a General Cartel of Exchange on the Baſis of that 


of 1780; and in the Expectation that this Propoſal will be immediately acceded 


to, the Miniſter of Marine has already given Orders to collect all the neceſſary 
Neri for carrying it into Execution; namely, an exact Lift of the Engliſh 
Priſoners, at preſent. C1iperſed in a great Number of Places in the Interior of 


France ; ; alſo Liſts of thoſe who have eſcaped ; ; and of ſuch as have dicd in the 


IIoſpitals; and all ocher Papers relating to the Accounts of Exchange. | 
When the underfizned had the! ꝛonour of aſſuring the 100 ith Commiſſioners, 


_ that the French Government would highly diſapprove of the Violation of the 3d | 


Article of the Capitulation of Bcrvil bs of which they comp! laned in their afore- 


mentioned Letter, he was not informed, that the Commiſſioners of the Executive. 


Directory, delegated to the Windward Illands, nad been 1 ung. r the Necellicy of 


| ſuſp ending. that Arti . 
a. By the Engliſh Generals, whoſe Conduct, theſe Commillicaen allert, aForded 


Juſt Ground to apprehe nd, that they would be reſtrained by no Principle of Right 
from retak ing their Priſoners particularly as the Forces in the Engliſh Iſls nds 
were then conſiderably reduced, and that the French -Arreny forefaw, they ſoud 


then have to combat a Second Time with Ene mie who were become their 


Hoſtages. 
2adly, Becauſe the Engh h G had de led Ty fienified to the "Neutral 


Powers, that Guadaloupe was in a State of Blockade, and had thereby afforded 


And, 


ſome Foundation for the Apprchenſions of the French. 


Nera 
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And, laſtly, becauſe it appears, that thoſe ſame Generals, in Contempt of the 
Law of Nations, and of the Reſpect due to Humanity, have ſold Men of Colour, 
armed for the Defence of the French Colonies, and of their private Property, and 


even ſet a Price on their Heads. 


On theſe Grounds the French Commiſſioners were under the Neceſſity of re- 
raining Hoſtages, who could be no other than the Engliſh Priſoners. 

The underſigned, however, has the Satisfaction to announce to the Britiſh 
Commiſſioners, that after repeated Repreſentations, and the molt earneſt Entreaties, 
the Miniſter of Marine has given Orders, that the Thirty Engliſh Officers, of alt 
Ranks,who were taken Priſoners at the Capitulation of Breville, and ſent to Rochelle 
in the Andromaque, ſhould immediately be ſent back to England. 


e . 7. Charretie, 


Ne 16. 


Copy of an ORDER from the e e for the Tranſport "ED ER] 
&c. to the Agent for Priſoners at Plymouth: — Dated goth April 1796. 


By the Commiſſioners for conducting His Majeſty' s Tranſport 


Service, and for the Care and Cultody of Priſoners of War. 


: V ONSIEUR Bergeret, late Cuaprida of the French Frigate the Vir irginie, 1 


by the Squadron under the Command of Sir Edward Pellew, "having {o- 


licited Permiſſion to return to France upon his Parole, under the Condition of 
not ſerving againſt His Majeſty or His Allies, and to return to England at the 
__ Expiration of One Month, unleſs he ſhall be able to obtain the Relcaſe of Captain 
Sir William Sidney Smith, of His Majeſty's Ship the Diamond, now detained as 


a Priſoner of Wer in France, in Exchange : The Right Honourable the Lords 


Commiſſioners of the Admiralty have directed us, by Their Order of Yeſterday's 
Date, to grant Monſieur Bergeret his Parole, on the Conditions above-men- 
tioned: And therefore, we do hereby require and direct you to permlt the ſaid 
Monſieur Bergeret to proceed with a Flag of Truce to Morlaix, in any Veſſcl 


which he may be able to procure, either from Falmouth or at Plymouth, for 
the Purpoſe of his Coaveyance thither, upon his ſigning the incloſed Parole, 


and Certificate of his being permitted to return to France, on Condition that he 


does not ſerve againſt Great Britain or its Allies, until the ſaid Captain Sir Wil- 


lam Sidney Smith is releaſed in Exchange for him; but in caſe, after a Stay in 
France of One Month, he ſhall not be able to effect the Exchange above-men- 
tioned, that he will then return to this Country, and furrender himſelf a Priſoner 


of War; and you are to give him che incloſed Certificate for his Protection, 


Given unde r Our Ends this Thirticth Day of Ap: il 17 ob. 


Rupert George. 
un Al Otway, 
0 W 15 
ro 1 White, "II Agent for 1 Prifoners 


of W ar, Plymout! . 


By Command of che Commiſfioners, 
ex. 3 — 
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1. 


TRANSLATION of a NOTE from the Commiſſioners for the 
Transport Service, &c. to M. Charretie :—Dared 7th May 1796. 


THE Lords Commiſſioners of "A Admiralty having communicated to the 
_* underſigned, who are charged by the King with the Care and Cuſtody of 
Priſoners of War, the Orders of His Majeſty to propoſe the Exchange of Sir 
Sidney Smith, Captain of His Majeſty's Ship the Diamond, and the under-men- 

tioned Officers, taken Priſoners of War with him, on the 13th of this Month, 
for French Officers of the like Rank, who may be pointed out to the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners, amongſt ſuch as are at preſeat Priſoners of War in England, they 

communicate, without Delay, this Diſpoſition to Mr. Charretie, and defire that he 

will take the neceſſary Meaſures to cauſe them to be informed of the Intentions of 
kis Government on this Propoſal. —In caſe it ſhould be accepted, the Commiſ- 
ſioners will ſend to France, with the utmoſt Diſpatch poſſible, the French Officers 
who may be demanded; but in waiting for the Anſwer which they expect to 
that Effect, it is their Duty, in conformity with the Orders which they have 
received, to inform Mr. Charretie., that the Report which has been ſpread | in 
_ England, that Sir Sidney Smith, and the Officers taken with him in Arms, and 
conſidered as Priſoners of War, by the Letter which the Commandant of the Port 
of Havre wrote to the Firſt Lieutenant of the Diamond, of which a Copy is herewith _ 
incloſed, have been conducted to Rouen, and are there detained in Priſon. 1 
” Tan Commiſſioners are charged to enquire of Mr. Charrere, if there be any 

Foundation for this Report, and if ſo, to repreſent to him how contrary it is to 
the Uſage of War, to impoſe upon Officers taken Priſoners, any other Reſtraint 
than that of Parole, which confines them to certain Limits of a ſufficient Extent. 


It is according to theſe Principles, that the Britiſh Government has ever acted 


towards all French Officers taken Priſoners ; and from every Motive of Huma- 

| nity they are induced to hope that they have not, nor will have Recourſe in 
France, to any unuſual Act of Reſtraint or Severity towntda the Britiſh Priſoners 
in Queſtion, as ſuch Meaſures could nor fail to draw on Repriſals, which would 
- augment the Calamities already too numerous, and pee from a State of 
War. | 
Rupert George. 

„ ß 3 Ambroſe Serle. 
London, 7th May 1796. Jobn $chank. 
e N I. A Otway. 
Na MO. 


LIST of Officers made Prifoners of War with Sir Sidney Smith, 


M, M. W. Koight, 
F. W. Wrigbt. 

. „Coulſon. 
Cha — | 
* F. Carrol. | 
Ja Buxcr. 
Ed“ Morris. 
Will” Harvey. 


/ 
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N*-17. A. 


- Copy: of a LETTER from M. Ex BRrETECHE, Commandant of Havre, 


to the Firſt Lieutenant of is Majeſty' 8 8 PP Diamond:—Dated 18th 
April 1796. 


Moxszus, | Havre, la 29” Germinal, An. 4 Js Revabliqne Frangoite, 


ON vient de me remettre votre Lettre de ce Jour. 


Mr. Sidney Smith eſt Priſonnier de Guerre, et traité avec tous les égards dus a.- 


ſon Grade. Ses Compagnons font également bien traites, et n'ont regu aucunes 


Bleſſures, a VException du} Jeune fleve William Becroft, qui a etE bleſſe 3 ala Main 


et à la Cuiſſe. 


Soyez perſuade Monſieur, que vos Freres d'Armes trouveront "das la Generoſite 


Francoiſe tous les foins dus à leur Etat et a leur Situac: tion. 
EO : La Bretecbe. 
TRANSLATION. 


Havre, 29 Germinal, 4th Your of the French 8 
"Sik, | 1 (19 hs bias 1796). 


I HAVE juſt received your Letter of this Date. : 
Mr. Sidney Smith is a Priſoner of War, and treated with every Attention due to 
his Rank, His Companions are equally well treated, and have not received any 


Wounds, excepting William Becroft, a young Midſhipman, who is wounded | in 
the Hand and Thigh. _ 


Be aſſured, Sir, That your Brethren ia Arms will find, in French  Generoſity, 


due Regard to their Rank and Situation. | 


Is Plat ebe. A 


Ne 18, 
Copie d'une LE T TRE de M. Brnorner; aux Lords de 1 Amiraute, 


Paris, le 19 Prairial, 1 An. 4. (75 Jain 1796). 


A] farisfait a IE Engagement que FP avais pris rela ativement à mon Echange avec 


Sidney Smith, Capitaine de Vaiſſeau de votre Marine, Priſonnier en France. 


je Pai reciame avec Affurance, perſu idé, d'apres Opinion que j'avais congue en 


1 qu'il n'etait conidere que comme un Priſonnier ordinaire: Le 
Gouvernement en e et en juge encore autrement; heureux quand je ne 
peu plus [ervir mon Pais, de lui faire le Sacrifice qu'il ale Breit c exiger, et de con- 
ſerver en meme Temps, I' Eſtime de ſes Ennemis. Je re mplirai mon dernier Devoir, 
celui de degager ma Parole, en retournant dans ma Captivité. J'y ſerai au Terme 
preſcrit, a moins, que d'ici à cette Epoque vous ne m accordiez une autre Echange, 


ou que vous ne me laiſticz en France ſur ma ede de ke a ce qu il puiſſe Sen 
effectuer. 
* al > Honneur d' etre avec Reſpect, 
I; Bergeret, „ 
Capitaine de Vaiſſeau 
<1" e i Republique. 
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TRANSLATION. 


Paris, the 7th of June 1796, 19 Prairial, 
th Year of the French Republic. 


From Captain Bractrer, late of the . to the Lords of 
the Admiralty at London. _ 


I HAVE fulfilled the Engagement into which I had entered, relatively to my 
being exchanged for Captain Sidney Smith, of your Navy, a Priſoner in France. 1 
aſked his Releaſe in full Confidence, perſuaded, from the Opinion which I formed 
in England, that he was there conſidered only as an ordinary Priſoner of War; the” 
Government here have not ſo judged, and ſtill conſiders otherwiſe. Happy, fince 
1 can no longer ſerve my Country, to make a Sacrifice to the Duty which it has 
a Right to exact from me, and to preſerve, at the ſame Time, the Eſteein of its 
Enemies; I ſhall fulfil therefore my Duty, and agreeably to my Parole, return to 
my Captivity.—I ſhall be in England within the Time preſcribed, unleſs you 
| ſhall agree before that Time to allow me to be exchanged for another Perſon, or 
permit me to remain in Fre rance on ny: Parole, until my Exchange can be 


| effected. 
1 have the Honour to be, 
with Reſpect, 
(Signed) F* Bergeret, 
Os o_— in the Navy of the 
Republic. 


N. 19. 
Conte on LETTRE ile M. Crane aux Commiſſaires pour bs. Ser- 
vice des BLimEns Tranſports, &c. 


Waleot Place, le 11 Join 1798. 


LE ſouſſigne, Commiſſaire di Directoire Exccutif, auprès de 'Adminiſtration 
Britannique, pour la Negociation d'un Cartel d'Echange de Priſonniers 
1 de Guerre reſpectifs ayant tranſmis a ſon Gouvernement la Nôte Officielle du 7 
= Mai, en a recu une Reponſe contenant des Obſervations, dont la Conſideration | 
* de la Part du Gouvernement Britannique, peut determiner les Meſures conve- 
a | nables pour ſatisfaire ce que Plnteret reciproque et le cri facre de 'Humanite 
rendent fi deſirable, 

Le ſouſſigne a l' Honneur de reprẽſenter a Meſlieurs les Commiliren du Roy, 
que le Delai qu'eprouve la reponſe a la Note Officielle qu'il leur a adrefſce le 
4 Avril dernier, for mant un veritable Obſtacie a PExecution du Cartel Ge- 
nkral, pour Ii. change des Prifonniers de Guerre rel; éctifs, la Negoctation par- 

ticuliere, qui concerne le Chevalier Sidney Smith, ne ſaurait ètre fiivie que 
comme une Conſequence des Meſures Generales, auxquelles toutes les Conſt. 
_derations pariiculieres doivent toujours ètre ſubordonnees. Meſſicurs les Com- 
miſſaires ſentiront en effet, qu'il ne peut entrer dans les Vues du Gou: rns. * 
F rangais de faire Apendke du Sort a un feul Homme celui de pluſicuſs NI. ers 
d'Individus. 
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d' Individus. Le ſouſſigne a l' Honneur de propoſer en conſequence au Gouver— 
nement Britannique de conſommer le plus prochainement poſſible la Redaction 
d'un Carte! Général ſur les Baſes propoſces par Ic louſſigne dans fa Norte du 4 
Avril dernier. 

Si le Gouvernement Britannique a pi heſiter a cet Egard, en 1 conſiderant que 
la Balance parait etre en Faveur de VAngleterre, quant aux Marins; le ſouſſigné 
prie d'obſerver que le rẽſultat du denombrement General des Priſonniers A neviais 
de toute Arme, offre un Nombre bien plus conſiderable d'Individus de cette 
Nation, non encore Fchanges et dont le Renvoi ne reſte ſuſpendu que par ( ne 
dira pas la Dif faculte) mais VIndecifion du Cabinet Britannique d'en venir A la 


Determination d'une Meſure generale. Aufſitot que cette Meſure aura été re- 
glee et arrerce, le ſouſſigne Sempreſlera de prendre les Ordres de fon Gouverne- 


ment rClativement a la Detention du Chevalier Sidney Smith, qui parait Etre 
d'une Nature toute particulicre. | As 
Le Commiſſuire Francais invite Meſſieurs les Commilſiires du Roy a Pren dre 
dans une ſericuſe Conſideration!' Objet de cette Note, a le renouveller immediate 
ment aux Seigneurs de PAmiraute, et à les engager a faire connaitre, lans Plus ve 
Delai, les Diſpoſitions de l'Aminiſtration Bricannique 3 a cet Egard. 


3 e 


TRANSLAT 10 N. 


10 the Commwiſſoners of His Majeſty, for the 8 and Exchange of : 


Priſoners of War, . & c. &c. 


Walcot Place, 11th furs 1796, 


THE Ae Commilliry of the F xecutive Directory, appointed to 


negotiate with the Britiſh Adminiſtration a Cartel for the Exchange of the Pri- 


ſoners of War of the Two Nations, having tranſmitted to his Government the 
Official Note of the 7th of May ; has received an Anſwer, containing Obſer- 


vations, the Conſideration of which, on the Part of the Britiſh Government; may 


lead to the Adoption of ſuch ſuitable Meaſures, as the reciprocal Intereſt of both 
Countries, and the ſacred Calls of Humanity render ſo deſirable. 

The underſigned has the Honour of repreſenting to the King's Commiſtioners, 
that the Delay in anſwering the Official Note which he addreſſed to them on the 


4th of April laſt, forming a real Obſtacle to the Execution of the General Cartel 


for the Exchange of Priſoners of War; the particular Negotiation which con- 
cerns Sir Sidney Smith cannot be purſued, but as a Conſequence of general Mea- 
ſures, to which all particular Conſiderations ſhould ever be ſubordinate. 
The Commiſſioners muſt perceive, that it cannot enter into the Views of the 
Fronch Government, to make the F ate of ſeveral Thouſand Individuals depend 
on that of One Man. 3 
he underſigned has the Honour to A to the Britiſh. Government, to 
complete, as ſoon as poſſible, the Arrangements for a General Cartel, on the 
Baſis propoſed by the underſigned, in his Note of the 4th of April laſt. 5 
If the Britiſh Government could have heſitated on this Subject, from the Con- 


fideration, that the Balance appears to be in favour of England, as to Seamen, 


the underſigned begs to obſerve, that, in the Reſult from the Liſt of Britiſh Pri- 
ſoners of all Kinds, there appears to be ſtill a greater Number of Individuals 
of that Nation not yet exchanged, and whoſe Return is only delayed by (he will 
not mention the rea] Difficulty) but by the Indeciſion of the Briciſh Cabinet, 
in not coming to a Determination on a general Meaſure. As Joon as this Mea⸗ 
= 8 ſure 
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ſure ſhall be regulated and decreed, the underſigned will haſten to obtain the 
Orders of his Government, relative to the Detention of Sir Sidney Smith, 
which appears to be altogether of a particular Nature. 

The French Commiſlary invites the Commiſſioners of the King to take into 
ſerious Conſideration the Object of this Note, to lay it again immediately before 
the Lords of the Admiralty, and to requeſt of them to make known, without 
further Delay, the Diſpoſitions of the Britiſh Adminiſtration on this Subject. 


3 J. Charretic. 


N. 20. 


Copy of a LETTER from the eee for the Tranſpors Service, ce 
0 Mr. CnannEr IZ. 


80 Tranſport 8 5 28th June 1796. 
Sin, =4 
VW VE here with tranſmit * Copy of a Letter from his Grice the Duke of = 
Portland, one of His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State. 
On the Subject of Sir Sidney Smith's Detention in France, you will perceive 
chat M. Bergeret's Propoſition, 1 in the Letter you lately tranſmitted to us, cannot 
be liſtened to, and that it is expected he will fulfil the Engagement he entered into, 


unleſs Sir Sidney 8 immediate Return to * ſhould render the ſame unne- 
cCeſſary. 


With reſpect to the other Parr of as Duke af Portland” x Let and which 
principally relates to an Exchange of Priſoners, we ſhall be ready to communicate 
with you thereon whenever you think t.. 


We a are, Kc. | Rup George. 
W A Otway. 
Jiobn Man. 
N. 20. A. 


Copy of a LET T ER . his flies the Doke of Portland to hs Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 


4% 


Parliament Str rect, 23d Jung, 1796. 


My 1 9 


IN the Abſence of Mr. Sevictiry Dundas, I 9 3 your Lordſhip' 8 
Letter of che 14th Inſtant, which I took the earlieſt Opportunity of lay ing before 
the King, together with its ſeveral Incioſures, relative to the propoſed Ex- 
change of Captain Sir Sidney Smith for M. Bergeret, of the French Frigate Ls 


” Virginie. 


His Majeſty has obſerved, wich Surpriſe and Concern, that the Expectation on 


3 bien M. Bergeret had proceeded to France, of effecting” his own Exchange by 


procuring 
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procuring the Return to this Country of Captain Sir Sidney Smith, has been 
diſappointed. That Officer muſt, however, be e that whatever perſonal 


Inconvenience he may experience in conſequence of the Determination of the 


French Directory to detain Sir Sidney Smith, can only be imputable to a Mode 
of proceeding on their Part, ſo little darein nding with the Attention which, 
during the preſent War, has been uniformly ſhewn in this Country to their 
Wiſhes on many Occaſions of a ſimilar Natufe. It is irapoſſible for His Ma— 
jeſty's Miniſters to admit, or for the French Directory to cftabliih any juſtifiable 


Ground of Diſtinction between the Caſe of Sir Sidney Smith and that of any 


other Otficer captured in His Majeſty's s Service. The Britiſh Government would 
Jut.ly be conſidered as negligent of its own Dignity, and deficient in the Protec- 


tion it owes this gallant Officer, if it could allow any Intimation of a ſuppoſed 


Difference in this Reſpect to paſs unnoticed, or accede to any Propoſal which 


might be conſtrued either into a virtual £ cknowle dgment of ſuck a Difference, 


or into a Difregard of the Public Trutt, by ſacrificing the Intereit and Honour of 
the Nation, to the With of reſtoring an Individaal to the Rights and Advantages 
of which he cannot be deprived without a Violation of Tu ce, and of rhe Laws 
of Nations, Should the Ulages in this Reſpect generally prevailing between civi- 
Need. Powers, U e diſregarded i in the Treatment of Sir Sidney Smith, from an Ex- 
pectation on the Part of France of thereby compelling this Country to ſubmit to 
4 Propofal, which would otherwiſe be refuſed, that Ex ectation will certainly be 


n ppointed. Without conſenting 10 a Mealure fo injurious to the Intereits of 


Tis bd and of dangerous T endency as a Precedent, His Majeſty has other 


ample Meaas of enforcing His anxious Deſire of procuring (ſhould they, con— 
trary to all Expectation, be reiufed) the ſame Protection and Privileges to Sir 
Sic ney Smith as to other Britiſh Officers captured in H's Majeſty's Service 


His Majeſty, however, has {till a proper Confidence, that 2 Motives of Joſ- 
| tice and Humanity, which direct His Conduct on this Occafion, will alſo have a 
due Weight with the French Directory, and that, inſtead of expoſing both Par- 
ties to freih and unneceſſary Evils, by adopting any rigorous Proceedings, or re- 
_ zecting any juſt Repreſentation, they will feel no leſs anxious than Himfelf to di- 
miniſh and alleviate, as much as is poſſible, the numerous Calagities inſeparable 


from a State of War. 


Governed by the Confiderations I have now ie, 15 Majeſty does not think 


1 at Liberty to conſult His own Inclination and Captain Bergeret's Wiſh, 


allowing him to be exchanged for any other Officer than e Sir Sidney 


Smith, Or to 1emain in Here, on his Parole. 


With reſpect to the Propolal of a General Cartel, made by M. Charretic, on 
the 4th of April, and referred to in his laſt Letter to the Commiſſioners for exe- 
cuting the Tranſport Service, and attending to the Care and Cuſtody of Priſoners 
of War, His Majeſty's confidential Servants are by no Means adverſe to ſtate 


their Sentiments upon this Point, obſerving, at the ſame Time, that they ſtand 


totally unconnected with, and independent of the Meaſures propoſed for the Ex- 
change of Sir Sidney Smith againſt Captain Bergerer, which differ in nothing 


from thoſe by which every other partial Exchange has been effected lince the 
Commenceinent of Hoſtilities. 


Without admitting the Aſſertion, ads by M. 18 OO in the Recs of 
an E of Priſoners of every Deſcription, the Balance would be in favour 
of France, His Majeſty's Miniſters are willing and defirous that it ſhould be pro- 


poſed to the French Directory, to prepare on both Sides an exact Statement of 


rhe Number of Priſoners of War of every Deſcription, diſtinguiſhing thoſe which 


have been returned on either Side, and thoſe which remain to be exchanged, ſpe- 


citying allo their Rank and Situation in the Leibes Services of each Country 


when 
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when captured ; and as ſoon as theſe Lift can be completed, and mutally com - 
Pared and examined by the proper 8 ents, His Majelty would have no Heſita- 
tion in authorizing your Lorditips to agree, through the regular Channels, to 
ſettle and balance the Account, as far as it could be effected by an Exchange of 
Priſoners, Man for Man, and Rank for Rank, until the whole Number ſhould 
be reſtored by the Power that might have the ſmalleſt Proportion in its Poſſeſ— 
ſion; and as a farther Proof of His Majeſty's ſincere Deſire that the Priſoners 
taken on either Side ſhould, as ſoon as poſſible, be reſtored to their reſpective 
Countries; 1 am directed io acquaint Your Lordſhips, that, if it ſhould appear, 
upon comparing the above-mentioned Lifts, that upon the whole Number of 
Priſoners taken on both Sides, in the Courſe of the preſent War, there does not 
remain a Palance of more than One thouſand Men in favour of England, you will 
be at Liberty to authorize the Commiſſioners for executing the Tranſport Service, 
and attending to the Care and Cuſtody of Prifoners of War, to conſent to a Ge- 
neral Exchange, taking Credit for any Surplus, not exceeding that Number, 
which may be thereby reſtored. In communicating this Diſpoſition to M. Char- 
retic, the Commiſſioners for executing the Tranſport Service, and attending to 
the Care and Cuſtody of Priſoners of War, ſhould be inſtructed to expreſs an 
e e thet on the contrary, Suppofition; vis. of the Balance being to 
that Amount in favour of France, a ſimilar Mode of Progeeding will be adopted | 
on their Part. I think it right to ſtate, in order to avo:d all Miſunderſtanding, 
that all ſubſidized Foreign 1 roops, who have been made Pritoners of War by the 
French, whilſt actually bearing Arms under the Command of Britiſh Officers, and 
in the Pay of Great Britain, are to be included in the Arrangements of the Ex- 
| change, upon the {ame Footing as Bririſh Troops. 1 | 
His Majeſty has judged it expedient, that, with a View of foreudiog the 
- above- mentioned Arrangements (if conſented to by the French Directory) and 
of affording any Aſſiſtance and Protection to Engliſh Priſoners in France, 
either by relieving their Wants, or ſubmitting their Repreſencations to th. Depart- 
ments charged with this Branch of the Public Service, a proper Perſon ſhouid be 
ſent to refide at Paris, in the lame Character and Capacity as M. Charretie poſ- 
ſeſſes here ; and I am, therefore, to ſignify to your Lordſhips, His Majeſty's 
Pleaſure, that M. Charretic is to be requeſted to make known to the French Di- 
rectory this Intention, and that you are to take Care that a Perſon of Judgment 
and Liſcretion be ſelected and ſent to Paris, with the neceſſary Inſtructions and 
Powers for the Attainment of the ſeveral Objects of his Miſſion; wh. ch affords 
an additional Proof of His Majeſty's conſtant and earncſt Deſire to diminiſh the 
Diſtreſſes and Calamities of War, as much as it can be effected, without neglect- 
ing thoſe Duties, or injuring thoſe !ntereſts which He is bound to obſerve and 
maintain, as long as He ſhall be under the Neceflity of continuing to oppoſe the 
inadmiſſible Pretenſions of His Eiernen⸗ which for che pretent Prevent the Re- 


ſtoration of Peace. 
ay Lords, 
Your Lordſhips 
Molt obedient humble Servant, 


(Signed) Portland. 
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Projet of a GEN ERAL CAR TEL for the Exchange of all Priſoners, 


taken at Sea or on Land, between France and. Great Britain, including 
ſuch who have been taken Abroad, and ſent into Europe. 


Preſented to the Minifters of e Britain 


| ] T being the Mention of our reſpective Governments o to effect, for the mutual 


Advantage of both Parties, a general Exchange of all the Priſoners, taken by 


Sea or on Land 7, by the French h and hal reat Britain, lince the Com- 
mencement of Hoſtilities: _ 


We the underſigned, influenced by the Sentiments which have led our reſpec- 
tive Governments to deſire and adopt this ſalutary Meaſure, have conſidered it 
as an eſſential Duty on our Part, to conduct the Negotiation which has been 


_ confided to us, in ſuch a Manner as to regulate it wich all the Frankneſs and 


Probity required in a Tranſaction 1 in which Humanity, Juſtice, and true Policy 
are ſo eſſentially intereſted. 


We have exerted our beſt Endeavours i in forming this Cartel, to eſtabliſh the 


0 perfect Equality, and moſt complete Reciprocity, and to obviate and con- 


ciliate with good Faith ſuch Difficulties as might ariſe from the Want of cor- 


reſponding. Ranks 1 in the Military Services of Wen Nation, or from an other 
Cauſe. 


By virtue of the ſpecial Authority wich which a we are reſted by our reſpeive 
Governments : : 


On the Part of His Britannick Majeſty 7. 


| Meſſeurs Rup er George, { The Commiſſioners for con- 
Ambroſe Serle, 

John Schank, 5 

W Ar Otway, | 

John Marſh, - 


„Should the Expreſſion Government be objectionable, the Britiſh Commillioners, in ſo far as | 
rega ds England, may uſe that of H. B. M.; and in ſo far as regards France, that of the French 


Nation; ſince, according to the Political Conſtitution of France, it docs not acknowleege any So- 
vereign, ſo that it may mention the |nt-ntion of H. B. M. and of the French Nation. 


+ This Expreſſion © or on Land”? appears to be proper, to prevent Difficulties in an Exchange, 


wich is to be general with reſpect to =! Priſoners taken on either Side, as it is certain there are 

ſuch as have been taken on Land, as well as at Sea. The Articles of the Cartel will fix hereafter 
the Order to be obſerved in the Exchange in reſpect to the Priſoners of different Denominations. 

Wich reſpect to the Difficulties which may ariſe from the Nomination of one Party before the 


other, it will be obviated by agreeing to draw up Two Inſtruments of Cartel, in one of waict 


one Party all be named het, and 1 in che other — the other FART 


Yr 60 = A ae. 


ducting His Majeity's Tranſ- 
port Service, and the Ex- 
changes of Priſoners of Wars 
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And on the Part of the Executive DireQory of the French Republic, by 


| tory, charged with the Exchanges of 
Citizen Jean Charretie, “ 


a reciprocal Releaſe of Priſoners :— ; 
Have. agreed. on the following Articles: : | 


1.— All the Priſoners who have been taken at Sea, as well as on Land, ſlice 
the Commencement of the preſent Hoſtilities, and who are detained in the Do- 
minions of either of the ſaid Powers in Europe, and in like Manner all Pri- 


ſoners who may be taken in future, and conducted into the ſaid Dominions, ſhall 


be exchanged, Man for Man, according to their Ranks and Qualities, or for 


a certain Number of Common Seamen or Soldiers, as an Equivalent ; or Tor 


certain Sums, by Way of Ranſoms, as hereinafter ſpecified, 


II. —All Officers belonging to the Land Service, ſhall be cuchanged for Sites 


5 Officers in the like Service, according to the following Table of their corre- 
=. . Ranks 955 
. | Ty 7 | | ＋ ” B * E 


of he correſpond] ng Ranks of Officers belonging to 1 
in the Land Service of the Two reſpective Powers. = 


- III. - Soldiers of. every Deſcription, Priſoners of One. of the Two Nations, 
: mall be exchanged for an equal Number of the ſame Dees of . 
0 Priſoners of the other Nation. RT 


IV.—All the C Officers in the Sea Service; belonging to the State; choſe in 
Merchant Service, or belonging to Privateers, ſhall be exchanged for other Of- 


Ranks; obſerving that a Preference thall be ra in the Exchange t to the Naval 


Officers of both States. | 
r A B L: E 


of al the correſponding Ranks of the Officers in the Sea. 
| Service of the Two reſpective Powers. 


: Exchange i in favour of the Seamen of the State. 


of another Deſcription ; and alſo, the Exchange of Land Forces of every De- 
ſcription, againſt the Sea Forces, as well in the Navy, as in the Merchaut and 


Equivalent, agreeably to the following Tariff, obſerving, in ſo far as regards the 
Seamen of the State, a Preference in che Exchange. 
Le a OC I 
of f Exchange « on { the Land and Sea Forces of the Two reſpeRive I Powers. 


Value of Ranks 


Ranks | | = in Mien. — 


VII. — The 


Commiſſacy of the ſaid Executive Direc- 


Priſoners of War, to take the neceſſary 
Meaſures for carrying into Execution 


ficers in the like Service, according to the following Table of their reſpective 


. —The Seamen, Priſoners of One Nation, ſhall be exchanged for an qual | 
Number of Priſoners of the other Nation, obſerving the ſame Preference | in the 


VI. The Cartel being adopted, admitting the . Exchange, n not 8 of 
4 Forces in the Land and Sea Service, Man for Man, and Rank for Rank, but 
beſides, the Exchange of Land Troops of one Deſcription, againſt Land Troops 


Privateer Service, ſhall be carried into Effect, according to a Valuation or fixed 
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VII. —The Cartel, admitting al ſo he Mode of Ranſom for the Priſoners of 
either Nation, which may remain after the final Exchange of the Priſoners of the 
other Nation, affected according to the Terms of the Articles 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, 
in conformity to the Meaning of the Firſt Article hereof, the Priſoners remain= 


ing ſhall be delivered up, for the Ranſom fixed, according to the following 
Tariff: 


* 1 1 1 * 


of Ranſom of the Land and Sea Forces of the Two reſpective. Powers. 
Ranks. Value of Ranks 
FO in 1 


VIII All Officers belonging to Ships of ihe State, Feige 8108 and othel 
Veſſels, now Priſoners on their Parole, ſhall be immediately exchanged according 
to the Tenor of the preſent Cartel; and all Officers of Ships of che State, Fr! rigates, 
Sloops, and other Veſſels, down to the Ranks of Lieutenant and Enſign, inclu- 
ſive (but not of an inferior Quality) ſhall have Permiſſion in future to give their 
Parole of Honour, not to ſerve until they may be exchanged, and to return to 

their own Country by the moſt convenient Manner; and all ſuch Officers 1n the 
Marine Service of the reſpective States, {hall be the firſt exchanged, in Preference 
to Officers in the Merchant Service or Privateers, as already fared ; and all tlie 
Officers of inferior Rank to that of Lieutenant, who ſhall be releaſed in Preference, 

ſhall be carried to the General Account of Exchanges, and be at Liberty to re-enter 
into actual Service; alſo, all Officers of the Land Service, now Priſoners « on Parole, 
- ſhall immediately be exchanged, according to the Terms agreed on in the pre- 
ſent Cartel. All the aforeſaid Officers, including the Ranks of Second Lieutenant 


and Enſign, but not of an inferior Rank, ſhall in future have Permiſſion to 
give their Parole of Honour, not to ſerve until they may be exchanged, and to 


return to their own Country by the moſt convenient Route; and al the 


 OiFcers of the Land Service, of inferior Rank to that of Second Lieutenant 


and Enſign, who may have already been liberated in Preference, ſhall be carried 


to the General Account of Exchange, and then be at 1.4verty. to enter into 
actual Service. | 


. — All Phyſicians, Sorgen md Aſſiſtant 8 ; Officers employed i bY 
a Civil Capacity, as Commiſlaries, Deputy Commiſſaries, Aſſiſtant Com- 


miſſarics, both in the Land and Sea Service Admirals Secretaries, and Captains : 
Clerks, belonging to Ships of the State, Merchant Ships, Privareers, and other 


Veſſels; Chaplains, Inſtructors, or Schoolmaſters ; 3 Purlers, or Clerks of Stores; 
and in general all ſuch as are not lighting Men, . .Ven-combattants) who are 
now detained as Priſoners, as well as ſuch as may be taken in furure, ſhall nor 


be couſidered as Priſoncrs, but let : at Liberty, as ſoon as their Sicuation can be 


1 aſcertained. 


X. In the . of all the Forces belonging to the Land and Sea 


Service, all Officers, Soldiers, and Seamen, eee of the moſt ancient Date, 


Mall be firſt exchanged, as far as Circumſtances will admit. 


XI. —All Paſſengers, not belonging to the Land or Sca Service, in whatſoever 
Veſſels they may be taken, ſhall not be conſidered as Priſoners, but thall be 


jet at Liberty, to return Home, without being carried to the Account of EA 


changes, as ſoon as they ſhall have proved, by authentic Certificates, that they 
e come within this Exception. 5 — 


— 


5 


— 
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All Women, Children, 290 Servants, under the Age of Twelve Years; mal 
neither be conſidered as Priſoners of War, nor carried to the Account of Ex- 
changes, but notwithſtanding ſhall be allowed, in caſe of Need, a Subſiſtence in 
Money, to the Amount of Nine Pence Sterling each per Day, or in Proviſions, 
to the ſaid Servants, if in Priſon, until they may be cnabled to depart; the ſaid 
Women ſhall have Liberty to take with them a Relation or Friend to accom- 
pany them to their own Country, and ſhould that Relation or Friend belong ta 
the Land or Sea Service, he ſhall be carried to the General Account of Ex- 
changes. 
Is Deportes (or Perſons ſent Fond the Colonies) are paniculaly included in 
this 11th Article; they ſhall be returned to the Place from whence they came, 


at the Expence of the Power by whom they have voen derained, anc are not to 
be carried to the Account of Exchanges. 


. XII. Servants belonging to Officers of Ships of War, Gem thoſe of the higheſt 
Rank, to that of Lieutenant and Enſign, incluſive; thoſe of Officers of the 
Marine Forces of the State, as well as thoſe belonging to the Land Forces, 
taken either by Sea or on Land, up to Captains, incluſive; and thoſe of Captains 
of Merchant Ships or Privateers, whoſe Crews may not be under Fifty Men, 
| ſhall be ſet at Liberty, with their Maſters, but they ſhall be carried to the General 
Account of Exchanges, and conſidered as Common Seamen or Soldiers. All 
Servants belonging to Paſſengers, of both Sexes, ſhall be ſet at Liberty, with 
their Maſters and N without N carried to the Account of Ex- 
change. © 


"EH. Au Perſons, 4 6 Denomination, on der Side, who max 
be ſhipwrecked in Merchant Veſſels, navigating ſolely for the Purpoſe of Com- 

merce, ſhall immediately be ſet at Liberty, and be furniſhed with the neceſſary 
Means for returning to their reſpective Countries, as alſo with Clothing, ſhould 
they ſtand in Need of it, as ſoon as their Situation ſhall be known, and the 
neceſſary Meaſures can he taken to that Effect; but all Perſons belonging to 
armed Veſſels, who may be ſhipwrecked on the Coaſts, or on the Iſlands, of 
either of the Two Nations, ſhall be conſidered as Priſoners of War; the Object 
oe; the Veſſels ſo armed being to annoy and commit Depredations. 3 


XIV. All Priſoners, not only belonging to the Land but to the Sea 3 5 
of both Nations, who may have been, or ſhall be exchanged, before the preſent 


Cartel may take place, either in preference, or by partial Exchanges, ſhall be 5 


carried to the General Account of Exchang:s, and proper Lifts of the Names 


and Vouchers of ſuch Lge a ſhall be e furniſned on each 
Side. 5 


N. edit mall VIP oiven in he 3 of Exchanges for all Priſoners 
delivered up to the reſpective Conſuls of both Nati ns, conformably to the 
| Agreement now ſubſiſting between the Two Powers; and the Ranks and 
Ranſoms ſhall be regulated according to what has been agrecd on, on that Sub- 


ject, in the preſent Cartel; and the neceſſary original Documents, or authentic 
Copies thereof, ſha'l be mutually furniſhed. 


XVI. — It ſhall expreſsly be forbidden, and not permitted: by any Mean 
that any Intrigue, Seduction, or Force ſhall be uſed, to engage or compel any 
of the Priſoners, on either Side, to violate the Fidelity due 1 to their Country, 


by engaging in the Service of the Power in whoſe Dominions RY, may be : 


Priſoners. 


XVII. An Prifoners 1 ro in. Fe or any other Part of the World, . 
<arried into the Dominions of either Power in Men a mall enjoy the Ad- 


* 
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vantages of the preſent Agreement, and it Mall be left to che good Faith of 
both Nations to arrange, acc corrling to the Rules herein contained, the Ex- 
changes which may have been effec ed by virtue of any particular Cartel, al- 
ready agreed on betwern all Perſons duly authorized by his Britannick Majeſty, 
and the Executive Jircfory of the French Republic reſpectively, lively 
to the Prifoners care nyo any Country, or into any Ports, under the Do- 
minion, or in actual Poſſeſſion, of either Power. And -to remove all Dif- 
ficulties with refp{ct to Priſoners whole Exchange Mall be effected in the 
ſaid Countries or Porte, proper Orders ſhall be given, as ſoon as poſſible after 
the Ratification of the Prelent Cartel, for the Pt urpoſe of their being recipro- 
"cally iet at Liberty and exchanged, from Time to Time, without regard to their 
Number or Qvalities; and the reſpective Agents and Comm: flarles, of both 
Nations, ſhall forward, without any Delay, the neceſſary Certificates, that the 
Balance of the General Account of Exchanges may be wy regulated be- 
tween us. | oo | 


** 


Done, 5 ſent to the : Cemmiltioners of His Britanaick Majeſty, the Ziſt of 
Augult 1796. 


1 


igned) ON Charretit 


5 ETT ER from the Right anden Hexry Duxpas to the Lords of 
N the Admiralty. | 


Parliament 8 Street, 0 September 17, 
1 LORDS, | | 
HAVE received and Ia 4 8 e the King your Li ordſhips Letter of 758 7th 
Inſtant, together with the ſeveral Papers therein tranſmitted; vig. a Letter 
from the Cont moners for taking Care of Priſoners of War, to your Lord- 
ſhips: a Letter from Mr. Charreris, Agent for the French Priſoners, to 


the laid Commiſlioners ; a_Prejet #4 Carte} for a general Exchange of Ni 
ers between England and France, prejented by Mr. Charretic ; and a printed 
Copy of the General Car! tel eſtabliſhed between theſe. Two Powers in the 
ear 1780. | | 


Uniformhy governed by Motives « of Humanity, it is no Ke His Majeſty 8 
earneſt Deſire to alleviate, as far as Circumſtances will admit, the Calamities 
inſeparable from a State of War, than to procure the Releaſe of thoſe of His 
Subjects who have fallen into the Hands of the Enemy, and are Rill detained 
Priſoners, Theſe urgent Conſiderations have induced His Majeſty, in the pre- 
ſent Inftance, to overlook the Obſtacles which would otherwiſe naturally ariſe 
to Mr. Charretic” s Propoſal, from tile Circumſtance of the Number of French 
Priſoners in our Poſſeſſion being certainly much greater than that of Britiſh in 
the Puwer of the Enemy, and to \ conſent that the neceſſary Authority ſhould be 
immediately given tor eſtabliſning a General Cartel upon the Principles propoſed 
by Mr. Charret'e ; I have in conſequetce reccived His Majeſty's Commands, 
to inliruct your Lo: hips to duet the ore iſſioners befofe- mentioned, to 
enter into Negotiation with Mr. Charretie; with, 2 Fic of arranging, as ſoon 
as poſſible, a General Cartel for the mutual Exchange of Priſoners of War, 
taken on either Side, ſince the Commencement ot ths peeking Hoſtilities, in 
conformity to the Frget relented by Mr. Charretié. W 


U No 
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No Obj jections have occurred, either with reſpect to the Subſtance of the Pro- 
Jet, or he Manner in which it is worded, of ſufficient Importance to induce His 
Majeſty's confidential Scrvants, by dwelling upon them, to run the Riſk of a 
Delay in the Concluſion of ; Cartel, except with reſpect to the latter Part of 
the 11tn Article, which is abſolutely inadmiſſible. Should His Majeſty agree to 
the Condition which is therein propoſed, He would be under the Neceſtity of 
ſending back to the conquered Colonies, now 8e to His Dominion, all 
thoſe who have been removed from them, either for expretsly refuſing to ac- 


> knowledge and ſubmit to the Powers (ſtabliſned by His Ma; jetty in thoſe Colo- 

| 985 or becauſe their Þ<hnaviour and Conduck tended to inte rupt 2 and defiroy the 

Peace and internal Tranquillity of the ſame.— To require that ſuch Perſons ſhould 

, be ſent back to the Colonies from whence the Y were fem. ved, 15 to entirely we: 
1 conſiſtent with every Obs. 2Ct A oy tel, and | ſuch A kg Attempt at an inad- 
| mifhle Ir terference in His M ajeth 8 Authorit * and Power over thofe Colonies, 
= that it appears moſt probable th! paste nas ns inlerted by fore Miſtake, 


and will be withdrawn without Di Beofes but whether 1 ſhould be right in this 
Conjecture or not, it muſt. be dit Ninctiye explained to Mr. Charretie, that His 
Majeſty will conſent to all Perſons of the Deſcription the! ein mentioned being 
{cnt to France; but that ſhould they be found again in the Colonies from which 
' - they were baniſhed, whilſt they remain under His Mia qeity's Government, the Pe- 
1 nalties enacted to prevent their Return, v. ill cert ile be en nlorced againſt them 
| | to the utmoſt Rigour of the Law. | 7 5 
The Alterations which have t ken place in the Fang and Sea 2 Service of France 
—— ſimnce the Year 1780, may create ſome Difficulty in fſeitiing th 16 Tables of Ex- 
=: change and Ranſom; but the Commiſſioners for AI Care of Prifoners of 
War mult endcavour to arrange this Point with Mr. C Charfetie who will pro- 
bably be enabled to flate the reſpc <Ctive Degrees of Rank at preſent eſtabliſhed 
in France for each Service, with ſuch Informatie n thereupon as may enab! e them 
to determine the correſpond! ing Gradations of Rank in the Britiſh Service. I 
have only to add to this Obſ=rvation, that His Maj jc Shy is not aware of any Ob- 
jection to the Proportions eſtabliſhed in the Tables of Exchange and Ranſom by 
the Cartel of the Year 1750. OE DT | 

No Proviſion is made in the Projet oreferitnd b by Me. Charretie, for the Tranſ- 

Por tation of Priſeners ; but as many Inconveniences may arite, if this Part of the 
Service is not regulated by ſeme ſpecific Agreement, it is His Majeſty's Plea- 

- ſure, that Your Lordſhips ſhould inſtruct the Commiſtioners to propoſe to Mr. 
 ChairetiC 0 inſert in the General Cartel, all the Articles ſtipulated in that of 
1780, from the 23d to the 36th, incluſive, making ſuch verbal Alterations only, 
as the Change of Circumſtances in the French Government may require. 1 

It is His Majeſty s further Plcaſure, that as ſoon as the General Canet ſhall 
be agreed upon between the Commiſſioners and Mr. Charretie, your Lordibips 
ſha!) tranſnit a Copy of it to me, in order that it may be ſubmitted again to 

His Majetly's Conſideration, and obtain is fi al Approbat ion before it mall be 
ſigned by either of the Parties. 

"It will be neceſſary that o further Tim: Gould be loſt 1 in ſending to Paris the 
Agent for Priſoners, who 2ay be appoint | to reſide there on the Part of this 
Country, in conformity to he Duke of Fotland's Letter to your Lordſhips of 
the 23d June, and that he ſtould be exactly tormed of the preſent State of the 

_ Negotiation, and empower<d to take ſuch Meaſures, and make ſuch Prepara- 
tions as may depend upon im for bringin it' to a Concluſion, and giving it a 
full Effect as ſoon as poſſi e. 5 
Your Lordſhips will call the Attention of the Commiſſioners for talking Care 

of Priſoners of War, o the Neceflity inſtructing the Agent they may ſend. 
to Paris, to take care that whatever \..,0Wances in Money the Britiſh Priſoners 
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in that Country may be entitled to from the French Government, be paid to 
them in its full Value, to be deterniined by what was reckoned before the War 


the Par of Exchange 8 veer Þ ngland and France, and not in any nominal 
Value which may ar preſent. he current in that Country. 


J am, 
My Lords, 
Your Lordſhips 
molt obedient 
humble Servant, 
Henry Dundas. 


— — - — - —— — — —— — — 
25 = — — ——— —ͤ—é—ü— — — 


. 
Ne 23. 
Extract of a LETT E R from ta Commiſſioners for the Tranſport 
Service, &c. to M. CHARRE TIE“: — Dated 220 September 17955 
Stk, Is e | e 
N Receipt of your Letter, dated Zit of last Wien ncloſfing a Projet 


for a General Cartel, we tranſmitted the ſame to the Right Tor Ourable the 


Lords Commiſf noners: of the Admiralty, who have directed us to ener into a 


Negotiation with you, for arranging, as ſoon as poſſible, a Cartel for the mutual 
Exchange of Pritoners of War Praken on elther Side ſince. the Commencement 
of the preſent Hoſtilities; and with a View of bringing it to a Conclaſion, and 


giving it a full Effect as ſoon as poſſible, we acquaint you, that WE purpoſe 


{ending a Gentleman (Henry Swinburne, Eſqui re) to Paris, to reſide there as 


Agent for Priſoners of * ar, in the like Capacity as you are permitte a to do 
here; and have therefore to requeſt, that you will immediately apply to Fu 


Governmen t for! his being furniſh ed with the neceilary Vaffport. 


Ve ſhall, with as little Delay as poſſible, tranſmit to you; for the Information 
of your Government, a Counter Projet o chat preſented by you; but ſhall be 


Ft 


02. 


4 


to determine the correſponding GraGations of Rank 1n the Britiſh Service. 


We feel equally deſirous as you can be, of A Büſinels of 0 much Moment to 
the Cauſe of Humanity being effected without Ditficulty or Procraſtination, 


We are, &c. 3 
RNupt George. 
Amb. Serle. 
FW. Alb. Otway, 
Jobn Marſh, 


Ne 24. f 


Copie d' une LF 7 TRE de M. le Baron de STAEL, Ambaſſadeur 


de 8 S. M. le Roi de Suede, au Baron de eee le 
23 Aout 1792: 


T'AI eu 'Honneur de recevoir votre Lettre, par jaquelle vous me 1 
Sir Sidney Smith de la Part du Miniſtre d'Etat de S. M. Britannique: 2 


Javois avant a avoir regu votre Lettre fait tout ce. qui dependoit de moi pour 


adoucir 


* 
15 
i 
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: 
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glad, in the mean Time, to be informed as to the reſpect.ve Degrees of Rank 
int | the Sea and Land Dorvice: at preſent eſtabliſhed in France, in order to enable 


— 
— 
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adoucir ſon Sort; J'en ai parle au Miniſtre de la Guerre, et a celui de VInte- 
rieur, qui m'ont tout deux dit qu'ils feroient tout ce qui ſeroit dans leur pouvoit 
pour que le Commodore ſoit bien. J'ai demande a le voir, mais cela m'a et” 
refuſe: Quant a l' Argent, l' Ambaſſadeur d' Eſpagne lui en fournit, ainſi Ja: 
cru ſuperflu de lui en envoyer. 


Ne 25. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport 
Service, &c, to M. CHARRETIE ;—Dated the ch ee 
| 1799. 
Sin, 
VV E have received Dire den from the Right Honourable the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiraity to acqua:nt you, that . notwithit anding the 
Applications which have been made at Paris on the Subject of Sir S1dne\ Smith, 
that Officer continues to be confined, and Permiſſion to viſit him refuſd even 
to a Perſon of the firit Conſideration ; 'I heir Lordſhips therefore have come to 
the Reſolution of ordering all French Officers now on Parole (except fuch as 
are actually labouring under Sickneſs or Wounds) into ſtrict Confinement, until 
it ſhall appear that Sir Sidney Smith experiences the Indulgences ufuaily granted 
to Officers who have been captured by the Two Countries relpeAively. 
W e are, &c. 
15 RNup- George. 
 Amprceſe Seile. 
HW”. AY Otway. 
John Marſh. 


: OY 


Copy of a LETTER 5 5 Commiſſioners for che Tranſport 


Service, Ke. to HI. SWINBURNE, Eſquire, at London :— Dated the 
2d of November 1796. 


x Six, : 
AVING by our Warrant under Date of this Day ind + you our Agent 
to reſide at Paris, for the Purpoſe of attending to the Relief of Britiſh 
Priſoners in France, as alſo for carrying on under our Direction a general Ex- 
change of Priſoners, upon the Principles which may be hereafter ſerted between 
the Two Countries: And the French Government having agrecd to admit you 
in ſuch Capacity, and tranſnutte d to us through M. Charrci, the French Agent 
for Piifoners of War in London, the nece ſſa: y Paſſport, we direct you to ole 
no Time in proceeding to Paris as our Agent accordingly ;. and we think it 


* 


proper to call your early and particular A..cention to the following Points: 


1ſt. That you procure and tranſmit to us an Account of all Britiſh Subjects 
now dctained as Priſoners of War, at the ſeveral Ports and inland Parts of 


France, their Names, Q-al:tics, Time of Capt un e Ahe Wh ether by Sea or Land 12 


Forces, ciltingutthing luch as are allowed ine Indulsence f Parole. 


ad. That 
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2nd. That you inform yourſelf as to the State of Clothing of the Priſoners, 


in order that we may be enabled to give you Directions for the Relief of thoſe 


who may ſtand in Need thereof—In the mean Time we authorize you to pur- 


chaſe ſuch Articles as any of them may be 1n abjelute Want of, and to draw upon 
us for their Coſt. 


3d. There is no Part of the Treatment of French Priſoners here, either the Well 


or the Sick, that we ſhould not be deſirous to be open to every proper Inſpec- 
tion; ſenſible as we are of the humane and generous Means eſtabliſhed to add 


every reaſonable Comfort their State of Captivity will admit, and of the A ran 


Attention exerted to prevent or redreſs every poſſible Abvſe ; and we flatte 
ourſelves, ſo ſoon as you have had an Opportunity of repreſenting theſe Eren 


ſtances to the Miniſter of Marine and of the Colonies, every Aſſiſtance will be 


afforded you, for your being furniſhed with proper Liſts of all Places, where 


chere are any Britiſh Prifoners.i in Priſon, Hoſpital, or on Parole, in order that 


yourſelf, or any Perſon you may make Choice of, will be admitted into all the 
Places of Confinement, for preventing all Impoſition, and for the better Vx 
ecution of the Commiſſion entruſted to your Care. 
Ath. You mult be attentive that whatever Allowance in "Money the Britiſh 
Priſoners in France may be entitled to from the French Government, be paid to 
to them in its full Value, to be determined by What 8 before the 
War the Par of Exchange between England and Fran id not in any 
nominal Value which may at preſent be current in that Country; and you are 
to take care to inform yourſelf, whether there are any Britiſh Priſoners, entitled 


from their Ranks and Qyalities to Parole, who do not experience chat In- 


dulgence. 


For your Information and Guidance we were directed that you be furniſhed | 
with Copies of the ſeveral Regulations relative to French Prifoners of War in 
this Country, and of the Allowa nce made to them, whether in Confinement or 


| on Parole. 


A Number of F rench Officers have been permitted from T; ime to Ti ime, ſince 


the Commencement of the War, to return to France, on their engaging not to 


ſerve until regulaily exchanged; and as many of them do not appear to have 


effected the ſame, you will "alſo be furniſhed with a Lift of their Names, Ranks, 
&c.; in order that you may endeavour to atcertain, and report to us, the ACTUAL 
State of their Exchange reſpectively. 


Not having yet been furniſhed by M. Charretic with a Lid, which we re- 


queſted of him, of the preſent Ranks of Naval and Military Officers in the 
French Service, it has not been in our Power to complete a Counter Projet 
to that which he was directed to preſent to us for a general Exchange o 


Priſoners, and which will immediately be Prepared ſo ſoon. as the ſaid Liſt 
L ſhall have been preſented o us. 
We are, 
Kc. Sc. | 
Rupert George. 
Ambroſe Serle. 
John Marſh. 
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N* 27. 


Copy of a LETTER from Mr. SwixgukxE to the Miniſter 
of Marine and Colonies at Paris: With Tranſlation. 


Moxs1eus, 885 A Pans, 1 Nor 1796. 
ONNAISSANT par l' Experience de pluſieurs Ann&es combien la Pitie pour 

les Malheurevx, et les Sentunens d'Humanite ont de pouvoir ſur la Gene- 
roſitẽ Francaiſe ; je ne hẽſite point a vous demander la Permiſſion de me rendre 
au Temple, pour voir le Capitaine Sidney Smith, qui y eſt detenu.— Mes Motifs 
ſont purs, et je vous les expoſe avec Franchiſe; je deſire le convaincre qu'il n'eſt 


point neglige ni perdu de Vue, par ſa Patrie; lui verſer des Conſolations dans 


FAme, lui inſpirer de la Reſignation; et par fon Moyen tranquilliſer ceux qui 
sẽintereſſent ſi vivement à ſa Situation.— eſpere que les Effets de ma Viſite ne 
ſeront t pas perdus, meme poor les Objets eſſentiels de ma Miſſion. 


Te ſuis, &c. 
Henry Swinburne. 
TRANSLATION. 


Stk... 
KNOWING, from the Expericnce of many Years, how forcibly French 
| Generofity is worked upon by the Feelings of Humanity, and by Compaſſion for 


_ unhappy Sufferers, I do not heſitate to apply to you for Leave of Admiſſion to — 


Sir Sidney Smith, now a Priſoner in the Temple.—The Motives of this Requeſt 
are fair, and ſimply what I here expoſe : I wiſh to convince him that he is neither 
negle&ed nor loſt Sight of by his Country, to adminiſter Comfort to him, to in- 

, ſpire him with Reſignation, and thereby to quiet the Minds of all thoſe who ſo 

earneſtly intereſt themſelves in his Welfare, —I hope that the Effect of 880 Viſit 

: will not prove detrimental even to the eſſential Obj. ects of my Miſſion. | 


1 am, &c. 
Henry Seoinburne. 


Ne 28. 
kana af a LET T ER toe Mr. SWINBURNE to the Miniſter of 
SS Marine and: Colonies : : With Tranſlation. e 


Nieren 5 1 - Piles 18 Nov 1796. 

IE ſens bien que vous devez me croire importun puiſque Je vous &cris fi 
ſouvent au Sujet du Capitaine Sidney Smith ; mais dans ce Moment, Je dois 
à YHumanite et aux Interets de ma Miſſion de m'expoſer meme à la Cenſure, 
' phatot que de laiſſer ſubſiſter des Difhcultes, qui pourraient nuire aux Progres 
et a VAccompliſſement du Cartel projette, et au Soulagement de Quinze mille 
Priſonniers au moins. — L' Affaire du Capitaine Smith eſt une de ces Difficultes, 
et C'eſt avec beaucoup de Peine que J'ai empeche juſqu' ici qu'on ne ſuivit des 
Inſtructions poſitives, dont il ne m b 28 Capyrecies la Neceſlite, mais 

— r —— — dont 
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dont les Conſequences ne peuvent qu” etre deſaſtreuſes pour un P Nombre 
de ces Infortunẽs. 


Dans l' Affaire du Capitaine Smith il entre plus de Point A loan que 

d' Importance reelle. Le Directoire Executif veut le retenir en Priſon, et s'aſ- 
ſurer de la Perſonne d'un Homme dangereux: Le Gouvernement Anglais croit 
qu'il y va de fon Honneur, et de celui de la Marine Anglaiſe, que ce Capitaine 
captif jouiſſe des Privileges accordes ſans Exception A tous ceux de ſon Grade. 
Tous deux mettent plus d' Importance > à un Individu, que le Corps de la Marine 
Anglais ne ſoit prèt a lui accorder. Ce Corps, compole de plus de Huit cens 
tant Amiravx que Capitaines, n'avouera jamais qu' aucun de ſes Membres merite 
cette Diſtinction, cette Preference, meme dans les Souffrances. 


Mais ne pourrait on pas aiſcment trouver Moyen de ſauver le Point Hon — 
neur des deux cotes ? Suppoſons que le Directoire Executif relaiche un peu —— 
de fa Severité, et veuille bien ordonner qu'on rende la Liberte à Smith, ſur ſa 
Parole d' Honneur, qu'on lui donne ſon Epee, et qu'on lui aſſigne pour Lieu de 
Cautionnement un endroit quelconque, la Ville de Paris, une Section, une Rue, un 
Jardin, une Cour, n'importe; il ſera Priſonnier fur fa Parole, le Gouvernement 
Anglais ſera ſatisfait, et le Directoire aura cet Homme toujours ſous ſes Yeux. 
Lord Malmeſbury m'autoriſe de vous dire, qu'il repondra pour lui; et fi J'etais 

aſſẽs preſomptueux pour croire qu on attachat W Valeur 3 à ma Osraalie, Je 
m 'offrirais auſſi. 


Si ces IdGes vous paraiſſent dignes de quelque Attention, vous ſentirez en | 4 
meme e Tems combien la Promptitude eſt importante dans cette Cosjoncture. VVV 


J. al 1 Honneur dere, &c. . . 1 


Hh, Swinburne, | 


TRANSLATION. „ e 0 


19th November 1796. 
" Yi" 
x AM well aware tha you may 8 me importunate by writing to you 
fo frequ-ntly on the Subject of Captain Sidney Smith; but I am at preſent com- A 
pelled by Humanity, as well as by the Duties of my Miſſion, to expoſe myſelf — --- 
even to your Cenſure, rather than to permit Difficulties to exiſt, which might is 
Prevent the Accompliſhment of the e Cartel, and chereby the Relief of 1 — 
e leaſt F ifteen thouſand Priſoners. 1 


The Buſineſs of Captain Sidney Smith is one of thoſe Dilicultics; ; and it is 
with great Trouble that I have hitherto prevented the poſitive Inſtructions from 
being carried into Effect, which (though it is not for me to judge of the Ne- 
ceſſity of them) could not have failed to produce the moſt diſaſtrous Canſequenocs 5 

to a great Number of thoſe unfortunate Perſons. 


The Buſineſs of Captain Sidney Smith reſts more on a ; Point 0 Ha PR EL —_— 
of real Importance. The Executive Directory wiſh to retain him in Priſon, that - 
they may ſecure the Perſon of a dangerous Man: The Engliſh Government 4 
conſiders, that its own Dignity, and that of the Britiſh Navy, require that this _ 
Priſoner ſhould enjoy the Privileges which are granted, without Exception, to 
thoſe of his Rank. Both Parties, by theſe Means, give a greater Degree of Im- 

portance to an Individual than the Body of the Engliſh Navy | 1s willing to allow 
dim. That Spe conſiſting of above SP hundred Admirals and Captains, 2 
can 
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can never admit that apy one e of its Membets is entitled to this Diſtinction, this 


Preference even in Sufferings, 


But is it not fo caſy to find Means for preſerving the Point of Honour on both 
Sides? Let us ſuppoſe that the Executive Directory Mall relax a little of its 
Severity, ard grant a Permiſlion to Smith to be allowed his Liberty on his 
Parole of Honour, and that his Sword ſhould be given him, and that ſome 
Place of Parole ſnhould be aſſigned him, either the City of Paris, a Section, 
a: Street, a Garden, à Court, &c. no Matter which; fo that he may be a Priſoner 
on Parole the Engliſh Government will be ſatisfied, and the Directory will con- 
ſtantly have this Man under its Eye, Lord Malmeſbury authorizes me to in— 


form you, that he will be reſponſible for him; and were it not preſumptuous in 


me to believe chat any V alue was attached to my nee 1 would alſo offer 
mylſclf. 


If theſe Ideas appear to you worthy of any -Attention,: You ny perceive, at the 7 


Tame Time, of how much Importance your ready Compliance cult be at this 


Conjuncture. 
5 1 have, &c. 
e . Swinburne. 


N 29. 


Extract of a LE TER, with Ca and Tranſlation of its lachte 
from Mr. Swix BURN E to the Commiſſioners for the T ranſport Service, 
&c. ;—Dated Paris the 2 5th of November 7985 


85 grieves me not to be able to announce to you any Progreſs | in my Mimon: 


but I have to deal with an Office either ſo confuſed or ſo negligent that 


Daily Attendance, Entreaties, and Remonſtrances are alike unable to obtain any 


hing fatisfactory—Though I am well acquainted with the preſent difordered 


1 State of their Government, that they are without Money even to pay | 


their Clerks, ſome of whom have deſtroyed themſelves lately through Want; 


without Power to enforce their Orders, and ignorant of the Extent and Func- 
tions of each Department; yet I am confident that there is ſomething more than 
| Negligence at the Bottom of their Proceedings — The Cartel being a Project 
of their own which they ſeem to cheriſh, I did hope! it would have been forwarded 


with particular Attention. There muſt therefore exiſt ſome ſecret crooked _ 


| Reaſon for their Delay in providing me with proper Lifts of Priſons and Priſoners, 
in anſwering my Letters concerning Sir Sidney Smith, &c.— l take this to be 
their ſecret Mode of reaſoning: © The French Prikners are well fed, paid, 
lodged, and clothed in England, and can meet the Rigours of Winter withour - 

Danger to their Health or Limbs, and we have nothing to do but to puſh the 


Cartel that we may get them all returned in a Maſs, and better Condition than 


5 they were taken; fit at once to man our Fleets. The Completion 


of the Cartel is then our main and ſole Object; till the Counter Projet arrives, 
why give ourſelves any trouble with the Englita Priioners—why enter into 


Diſcuſſions about the State of our Priſons—the Food or Allowance of the - - - 


Priſoners the Regularity of Parole, &c.— eſpecially as we have given them no 
Money, and have none to give them — what is it to us what the Engliſh 


Priloners ſuffer from Cold and Want, or, like many of their Countrymen taken 


during our late Troubles, loſe their Limbs in our Gaols?“ They alſo ſpin out 
. the 
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the Buſineſs of Sir Sidney Smith in Hopes that the Counterprojet will arrive, aud 1 
that ſhall be inſtructed to proceed immediately to ſettle its Terms and Regulations. | 
— My Opinion on the Matter 1s decidedly formed, and I ſubmit to vour better q 
Judgment whether it will not be adviſable to write to me, that until I ſhall have 1. 
made a proper Return to the Board of the Number of Britiſh Subjects im- 1 
priſoned in France, their State of Health, and their Places of Confinement, till I ſhall 
| has viſited them, or relieved their immediate Wants, you cannot ſend over any 
Counterprojet of general Exchange, or authorize me to enter into any Treaty. 


| bu 
The ſooner I can be thus inſtructed the better, as I dread the Cartel's being N 1 
ſent over before I ſhall have carried One ſingle Point. If! 
I incloſe you the Anſwer I received to my Demand of Leave to ſes Sir Sidney | 0 
Smith, whole Situation has been much amended ſince our earneſt and unceaſfing _ 1 of 


Reclamations; the Executive Directory appears to be much ſoftened, and if of 
the Attention of ſo unſettled a Government could be kept fixed for a Time to 10 
any Object, I really think we ſhould get him releaſed upon Parole. He is — 
very well treated, and occupies the Apartments of the late unfortunate Royal 2 
Family, is allowed to write and receive Letters, but his Life is in conſtant i 
Danger; he is confined with a Band of Miſcreants who probably meditate their in 
Eſcape by Force, and as Sir Sidney has already joined the Turnkeys to repel Wl 
their preceding Attempts, he will no doubt be conſidered as an Enemy, and ; 
maſſacred. Since I have received the Miniſter's Anſwer, I have not been able 
to extort his Order for Admiſſion to the Gaoler, and you will ſee by the Dates 4 
how many Days have elapſed in this State of Sanpen not One of Which has 1 ik 
paſſed c over FH a Vicflage fr om me. 155 5 


cope bone LET TRE de Miniſtre de la Marine a M. SWINBURNE. 
| — 1 Fremaire, 5 An. 1 10 


IE! me ſuis empreſſe, Monſieur, de faire connaitre au Miniſtre de la Police — 
générale, le Deſir que vous avez de communiquer avec le Capitaine Sidney . 
Smith. Je penſe que mon Collẽgue ne trouvera pas plus que moi d'Obſtacles 
4 vous donner cette Satisfaction. 5 
75 ruguet. 


TRANSLATION. | 


iſt Frimaire 5th. 
8 8. 216 Were . 
= Six, 5 
TOOK the earlieſt Copa of laying before the Miniſter of General 
Poli ©, your Wiſhes to pay a Viſit to Captain Sidney Smith; I perſuade myſelf, 
that my Colleague will have as little Difficulty as myſelf in affording you: 
this Sa datisſaction. 1 
| (Signed) 2 wage 
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Ns 3o. 
Extract of a LET T E R from Mr, J. CuzisTian, Dated 
Dunkirk, the 19th of Deccember 1796, to Mr. SWINBURNE, 
at Paris. 


M Y Clerk, whom I ſent to Arras, as already adviſed, ſage a Day there, 


Care of; but thoſe in the Hoſyital at Air, in the moſt miſerable Condition, dying 
Daily, from the Filth and Stench of a dirty ſmall Room, where above 40 Sick 
are pent up with the Engliſh Priſoners, and who muſt all ſoon make their Exit, if 
not taken better Care of, or removed to a larger or more airy Room ; and my 


Hour it would have killed him; he could not even ftay there to make out his 
Lift, but was obliged to leave it to one of the Prifoners to finiſh; ſo that you 


ſhould have Directions to allow ſuch of them to go out as are able, of which 1 


Windows, and fumigating the Room with Roſin, Brimſtone, or Corkwood Shav- 
ings, ſprinkling it with Vinegar, and waſhing the Walls wit" it, and have a 


.and have a large Allowance of clean Straw, at leaſt Once a Week, belides having 
the Floor laid over with dry Sand, an Inch or Two, Once a Week, which would 
imbibe the damp and foul Air ; and the Priſoners, for their own Preſervation, 


_ Want of this they are ſo ſubect to Gaol and pcſtitential e ; 


be made, 


' Tranſlation of. a LE T T E R fo Mr. 1 to the 


1796. 
1H AVE a 3 FERRET of the Priſoners in the Hehl at Kir, 
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Interference for the Purpoſe of remedy ing this Evil. 
There are above 40 Sick Priſoners confined in One ſmall Room, anal they die 
Daily, more owing to the abominable Infection of the Place (which 1s never 


R 


9 


4 and the little Care that is taken of them (if you do not make a proper Regula- 
— — tion) will ere Jang: rid us of all Care reſpecting them, 


Henry Swinburne. 


and another ar Air, to viſit the Priſons in both theſe Placcs, and to get 
the beſt Account he could for the Time of the Priſoners, of which you have Liſts 
incloſed.—Thoſe in the Hoſpital at Arras are, he tells me, taken pretty good 


young Man lays, the Stench was ſo horrid, that if he had remained there Half an 


ſhould not loſe an Hour in applying to your Board of Commiſſioners, to order the 
Commiſſary of Marine at Air to have them relieved; you may tell them, that 
you are informed of their moſt miſerable State, without ſaying more, — The Gaoler 


fear there are not a great many, to air themſelves for an Hour or Two every _ 
Forenoon; and perhaps an Hour in the Afternoon, though doubly guarded „ 
he thought proper; and when they are out of the Room, Two or Three of the 
moſt healthy may be employed in taking out the Filth, ſweeping, opening the 


Bottle of it every Day to dip a Rag in, to bathe their Noſtrils and Temples ; 
ſhould ſpare no Pains in keeping themſelves and their Room clean, as it is for 


P. S. Since bring find the Commiſſary bas ſent the 20 Blankets to the ; 
Fi and, as he lays, has ordered the Benches for their Bedſides to 


Commiſſion of Exchange: — Dig Paris, 25 December E 
being lodged and treated in a Manner ſhocking to Humanity, and T Teen your _ 


cleaned nor aired) than to Diſeaſe; the Dampneſs of the Place, Want of Straw, 


f Bi 


Bienfaifant, 
| Europe, 1 5 
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No 31. 


Extract of a LETTER from HENRY SwINBURNE, Eq. to the Commiſſioners 


for *** Service, & e.: Dated Paris, the 1oth January * 


Tur Priſoners at Dunkirk are already provided with the Clothing that was 


abſolutely neceſſary. Scarce any of the Priſoners have been allowed. to come 
on Shore with more than they had on their Backs, having been taken by petty 


rapacious Privatzers. Part of thoſe at Amiens are relieved; ſome Delay ariſes 
from the Roguery of the Contractor, which requires correcting, but J expect Fo- 


morrow to hear of the whole Number being furniſhed with hat; in this very 


rigorous Seaſon, is indiſpenſably neceſſary for their Preſervation, It is ſcarce 
credible how the Treatment of Priſoners varies in different Devots, much depend- 
ing upon the Will, and alſo the Means of the Commanding Officers. At Arras 


the Priſoners are in Barracks, with Beds and Blankets, Plenty of Rice, and 2< 
Sous per Diem; at Dunkirk only a few Blankets could be obtained ; at Amiens 
nothing at all, and no Pay for a long Time back, I have been obliged to order 
for the 200 Men, a ſufficient Range of Beds of rough Planks, raif ed from the 


Ground; the Expence has been trifling, and J am happy to hear has been well 


employed, as it keeps them out of the Reach of a deſtru Tive ee, and Filth, 
of which they had theres been the Victims. NE. 


Circular INSTRUCTION to "Coats: ſuperintending Prifon Ships 
a Portfinouth and Plymouth: Dated Admiralty Office, roch 


January 1797. 


By the C Rr Fic executing the Office of Lord High Admiral 5 


of Great Britain, Ire and, Wc. 


\ 7HEREAS We have copoined you Captain « of His Majeſty's s Priſon Ship 

n Prudent, at Piymouch, for the Purpoſe. of ſuperintending the Priſon Ships at 
that Port, named in the Margin, and the Priſons in the Neighbourhood thereof, 
uled for the Confinement of Priſoners of War, and have directed the Lieutchants 
cornmanding the ſaid Priſon Ships to put themſelves under your Command, 2 and 


follow your Orders for their further Proceedings; you are hereby required and 


directed to take them and the ſaid Ships under your Comma nd, and the Priſons 
_ above-mentioned under your Superintendence accordingly, . 
And, for your Information and Guidance, We have tans the Commiſſioners. 
for the Tranſport Service, and for taking Charge of Priſuners of War, to furniſh 
you with Copies of all Inſtructions and Regulations g. given by v then reſpecting the 


Care and Treatment of Priſoners of War, ſo far as relate to the Perions confihed 

in the Priſon Ships and Priſons in queſtion, and to order the Agents of ſuch of 
the ſaid Priſons as are in the Neighbourhood of Plymouth, to afford you every 

neceflary Aſſiſtance in your V. :Grarion, either on Board the ſaid Ships, or at the 


Priſons, and to furniſh you with ſuch Information relative . as may be Proper 


for your Government. 
You are hereby further required and a died, frequently to viſit the Priſon $! 1128 


under your Command, and the Priſons on Shore as above-mentioned, in ory 
to fee that the Regulations, directed Vf the Tran!) 13 Board 10 be obfe; vc: by 


the. 
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the Officers having Charge of Priſoners of War confined therein, be {tri Aly com- 


plied with, and rae ſeveral Articles of Proviſions, Clothing, &c. to which the 


Priſoners are entitled, or are allowed, be duly and conſtantly ſupplied to them ; 
and that every poſſible Attention be paid to the Comfort of the ſaid Priſoners, 


particularly to fuch of them as from Sickneſs or Diſeaſe may require Mees Aid 
and Aſliſtance, 

You are to hear all ſuch Conipleints with reſpect to their Treatment, as the Pri- 
ſoners may from Time to Time make to you, and to take ſuch Steps for the imme- 
diate Redreſs of che Grievances complained of, as you may judge neceſſary and proper, 


as far as the ſame may depend upon you; but when any Complaint may be made 
to you, which you ſhall not judge yourſelf competent to remedy, you are immedi- 
ately to report the ſame to us, that ſuch Directions may be given thereupon, as 


we may judge proper, and the Nature of the Caſe may require. 
You are to keep a Journal of all your Proceedings relative to your preſent Ap- 


pointment, in which is to be inſerted the Day and Hour you ſhall have viſited the 
ſeveral Priſons | and Priſon Ships under your Command and Superintendence, 


with ſuch Obſervations reſpecting the Perſons employed there, and the Treatment 


of the Priſoners, as may occur to you, taking Care to tranſmit a Copy of the ſaid 
Journal once a Week to our Secretary, for our Information, ſo that the ſame may 
arrive at the Office on a La — Given under our Hands, the 1oth Eat 


#197" 
1 5. Stephens, 
Captain 50 H Ts, : T J. Gambier, 
Plymouth. . Young. 
By ( Command of their Lordſhips, . 
| : Evan hs 


| N. B. The like Directions given to Captain Rae to fiperidcend the Priſon 
Ships at Portſmouth; and Captain Douglas has been ms ordered 
to e che Priſon S in the River Medway. 


* „ 


Extract 1 a LETTER dip Mr. btn to the Commiſſioners | 
for the Tranſport Service, &c. Date d Faris, 9th January” 777. 


1 YESTERDAY received your Letter of the th, inclofing one from Mr. 


Nepean, relative to Sir Sidney Smith. 1 have hitherto paid every At tenuon by 


may Power to his Situation, and ſhall report whateverT learn concerning the Bhs 


ccedings inſtituted againſt him. You will pleaſe to repreſent to their Lowfh! 


that, as I have not yet been allowed to viſit the Priſoner, or to Inſpect any 8 


from which I could derive a regular Knowledge of the Accuſations, Proceedings, 
and Defence, I muſt be extremely cautious in my Communications, leſt 1- 


ſhould miflead their Lordſhips Opinion. 


On receiving your Letter, I waited on the Commiltion des Echanges, and was 
officially acquainted, by Two of its Members, that the Caſe of Sir Sidney Smith 


had been originally committed to the Inveſtigation of the Miniſter of Marine, 


but had been taken out of his Hands to be put into thoſe of the Miniſter of 


Juſtice. 1 was ſhewn a Schedule of Papers reſpecting Sir Sidney Smith, delivered 


to 
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to Cit. Merlin, Miniſter of Jugice, with his Receipt at Bottom, but was not per- 
rnitted to examine the Schedule. he Commiſſion then informed me, that my 


Applications in future upon that Subject, were to be made to the Miniſter of 
Juſtice, and I ſhall accoraingly procecd in that Lane, 


In conſequence of the Information which J have received, I wrote the incloſed 
Letter to the Commiſion des E.cha; inges 


N 33 A. 


Copy of a EET 1 E R 1 M. SWINBURNE to the Commiſſion of 


Exchange at Paris; dated the: 16th January 1797: Wich Tranſ- 
lation. ; 


Aux COMMISSAIRES, CCC. 


IE viens de recevoiy des Reclamations, de la Part de pluſieuts Priſonniers 
Anglais dcrentis 3 i Angou:eme, dont je vais vous mettre des Extraits devant les 
S b 1 


Yeux, Ne pouvant pas Savoir moimeme fi elles contiennent la pure Verite ou de 


b xaggeratiop, je ne puis vous preſenter les Faits que comme ge les recois. je 
ſals combien il eſt difficile de prevenir tous les Abus dans un ſi vaſte Departement 
du Mimiſtere, compoie d'une Arms des Suval; ernes, m. ais je connais au tn combien 


1427 ap 


vous avez à Cœur que les Intentions bienſaifantes du Gouvernement ne foient point 
eluders, et avec quel Empreſſem ent vous voudiez en veritter ces Plaintes, ek 7 


Porter Remedle. 


Quatre Officiers ſe plaignent, que depuis 81 Tours, ils n'ont recu ni Argent ni 
Proviſions, et ne pouvait encore tirer aucun Sccour pecunis ire de let Ir Pais, UsS-- 


1Jont a la Veille de mourir de Faim. 


Treize autres Capitaines de Vaiſſeaux Marchands ds, m'ecrivent au Noms des 
autres Priſopniers, que le Pain et les Proviſions, qu'on leur donne, ſont de la 


plus 1nauvaile Qualite, que beaucoup de leurs Camarades font Malades d'inanition 


et de Froid, et FW a en a Peri puſicurs, 
Henry Swinburne, 


TRANSLATION. 
10 THE : CoMMSSARIES, &c. . 188 January 1797. 


4 HAVE juſt received the Complaints of feveral Engl ih Priſon ers, in Con- 


finement at Angovleme, Extracts from which 1 ſhall lay before you. Not being 


able, from my own Obſervation, to know whether tl. ©y cvntain real Facts or 


Exaggerations, 1 can only tranſin} it them to you as-1 Haw received them. .I 


am aware how difficult it is to prevent any Abuſe in fo extenſive a Depart» 


ment of Government, compre hencling ſo great a Number of inferior Officers; 


bur I know alſo, how much you have at Heart, that the beneficent Intentions 
of Government ſhall not be eſuded, and with what Readineſs you will order 


an knquiry into the Found ation of cholſe Complaints, and direct that they Mall | 


be redreſſed. 


Four Ofticers complain, 118 during 8: Days they av neither received 


; Money nor Proviſions, and that, not having been able, as yet, to obtain any 


| pecuniary Aſliſtance from their own Country, they arc on the Point of pe. iſhing EB 


_ tor Want. 


2 55 Thirteen 
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Thirteen others, Maſters of Merchant Veſſels, write to me, in the Names 
of the other Priſoners, ſtating, that the Bread and other Proviſions iſſued to 
them are of the very worſt Quality, that many of their Companions are ill 
from Hunger and Cold, and that [Hy have actually periſhcd. 


Henry Swinburne. 


N. 34. 
Estract of a LETT FR from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport Service, &c. 
di Mr. SWINBURNE :—Dated the 28th ee 1797. | 


E bereit tranſmit, for your Information ind Guidance) Copy of an Ord- r 
from the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of che Admiralty, 
running Copy of a Letter which their Lordſhips had received from Mr. Se- 
cretary Dundas, under Date of the 20th of this Month, and of which we alto 
herewith ſend you a Tranſcript, It gives vs very great Satisfa ion, that vour 
Conduct in the Diſcharge of your Duty has been fuch, as to merit His Majeſty $ 
gracious Approbation. 

We approve of all you have done reſpecting Clothing, and other Matters of 
Accommodation, for ſuch of our Priſoners as ſtand in Need ewf, and now direct 
you to pay, or cauſe to be paid, to all Britiſh Subjects now detained as Priſoners 
of War in France, as well as to thoſe who may hereafter be captured, the Daily 


Allowances in Money, according to their ſeveral Ranks and Qual ieles a as ſtared = 


in the incloſed Paper 6 B. * | 
In your Letter, you ſtate that the Priſoners | in the inland Parts of France re- 
| ein no Allowance from the French Government: We wiſh to know whether, 
from the Opportunities you mult have had of conferring with the Miniſter of 
Marine and the Commiſſioners on this Subject, any Alteration has taken place 
with reſpect to thoſe Priſoners, as well as to the general Mode of Treatment of 
Britiſh Priſoners in France, ſo Weiß G.Hcrent from that which the French expe- 
rience in this Country. 
Ve think it right to remind you of the very great Fi Which this Coun- 
try has been, ind continues to be put to, in clothing Freach Priſoners. M. 
Chharretié ſupplicd ſome of them occaſional y, but whit; for about 1'weive Months 
paſt he has not done; you will, there ore, take an early Opportunity, ſhould you 
not already have done o, of repreſenting this Matter to the Commiſſioners of 
Exchange, that the Conduct ot the Two Countries OE” be In this Reſpect rect- = 


procal. 


N- 34+ A. 
Copy of a LETTER d Mr. Secretary Dynbls to ihe Lords Com- 
een of che Admiralty. 


My Lonps, | „„ Parkament Street, 20th January 1797. 


YOUR Lordſhips Letter to the Duke of Portland of the 26th of laſt 
Month, inclofing Copies of ſeveral Letters and Papers, containing an Account of 


Mr. Swinburne" s F in the Flechten of his laltructions, bor effecting 
an 
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an Exchange of Piiſdners of War between this Country and France, has been 
tranſmitted to me by his Grace, and J have had the Honour to lay it, with its 
ſeveral Incloſures, before the King. 
His Majeſty obſerved, with much Satisfaction, the Proofs of Zeal, Judgment, 
and Diſcretion manifeſted by Mr. Swinburne in the en of the Negotiation 
entruſted to his Care; and I am commanded to defire, that your Lordthips will 
take the neceſſary Steps for informing him, that his Cc and has met wich His 
Majeſty's perfect Approbation. 
I am further commanded to ſignify to your tordibing His Ma ajeſty's Pear 
that the Perſons, Priſoners in this Country, who have b-en demanded by the 
French Government in Exchange for certain Britiſh Priſoners, in whoſe Behalf 


Mr. Swinburne, by Deſire of Lord Malmſbury, had applied to the Miniſter of 


Marine at Paris, as it appears by his Letter of the 4th Ultimo, ſhould be im- 
mediately releaſed and ſent to France, in order to effect this Exchange, and that 
Mr. Charretié ſhould be allowed to ſclect ſuch other French Pri ſoncrs as he may 


think proper, from thoſe now in this Country, in order to complete the Exchange fs 


of the other Englith Priſoners named in the above-mentioned Letter, without any 
other Reſtriction to his Choice in this Reſpect, than the eſtabliſned Regulations 
of corteſponding Rank and Numbers, generally obſerved in all Tranſations of 
this Nature, Suvjc& to this Condition only, it is IIis Majeſty's Pleaſure, that Mr. 
Swinburne ſhobld be authorized to inform the Commiſſioners, appointed by the 
French Government for eſtabliſhing the Cartel, that any French Priſoners nov? in 
this Country, in whoſe Behalf ſpecilic Applications of the above Deſcription may 


be hereafter made, either by them, or by Mr. Charretié, will be releaſed and ſent 
y * 


back to France, Proview they will engage, that a ſimilar Attention and Practice 


| ſhall be obſerved by the French Gover nment with relpect to any Britiſh Priſoners 


in France, who may be demanded in the fame Manner, either by him directly, or 
through Mr. Charretie, by the Commiſſioners for executing the Tranſport Service, 
and attending to the Care and Cuſtody of Piiloners of War. | 


As a further Proof of His Majeſty” s earneſt Deſire to remove every Obſtacle 


and Cauſe of Delay to the Attainment of an Exchange of Pritoners, as general 


as poſſible, between the Two Countries, it is His Majeſty's Pleaſure, that Mr. 
Swinburne ſhould be authoriztd to propoſe to the French Commiſſioners above 


mentioned, to drop all Diſcuſſion reſpecting the Rights acquired to either Party, 


in coniequence of any partial Exchanges which have tak⸗ -n place fince the Com- 


mencement of Hoſtihtics, The Reſult of theſe partial Operations certainly | is, 


that a couli. !crabie Number of Priſoners is „upon the Whole, now. due by France 


to this Country, in order to balance the Account, and in foregoing His unqucſ- | 


tionable Right to claim this Number, His Majeſty, without any fucther Reference 
to His Pretenſions in this Reſpect, is deſirous that a Propoſal ſhould be made to 


the French Comimi Moners, to agree to exchange the P:iſoners of the Two. 
: Countries reſpe ctively, Man for Man, and Rank for Rank, until no more Priſoners 


remain on 0. ae Hide, Icaving to the Power poſſcſſed of the greatelt Proportion, 


the Right to retain the remaining Nu nber, whatever it may be. until the Conclu- 
fron of a Peace between the Two Countries, when they ſhall be ſent back, ac- 
cording to ſuch Regulations and under ſuch Conditions as may be then agreed 


; upon Penn the T wo Powers. 


With reſpect to Prifoners of War taken in this Foreign Poſſcflions of Pros: ; 
which have {ubmitted to His Majeſty's Forces, and perſons baniſhed from thoſe 


PoſſcGons, the following is the oaly Line of Diſtinction which can be made by 


this Governinent, and to which it is impoſſible any reafonable Objection ſhould. 


be urged by the Government of France: All Perſons taken in the ſaid Foreign 


: Foſſeſnons, holding Military Commilkons from the French Government, or bear- 4 
ung 
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Government can have no Right to claim ſuch a Return, nor to 
Regulations of Police, which may be eſtabliſned in this Country or in its Foreign 
Poſſeſſions, as with reſpect to the ſaid Perſons. 
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ing Arms againſt His Majeity under Perſons holding ſuch Commiſſions, muſt 
*=y "conſidered as Priſoners of War; whilſt on the other Hand, Perſons removed 
or baniſhed from the ſaid Poſſeſſions, after they had ſubmirted to His Majeſty's 
Authority, either for a rebellious Reſiſtance to that Authority, or from any other 
Motive connected with the internal Safety and Tranquillity of thoſe Poſſeſſions, 
will be conſidered as detained under Civil Regulations of Police, or as baniſhed 
from thoſe Parts of His Majeſty's Dominions; and whenever Perſons of this 
Deſcription may find their Way to France, they will not be rech oned as Priſoners 
of War, nor will any Claim for Reſtitution of Engliſh Priſoners be made by this 
Country on Account of any ſuch Return; but it becomes neceſſary. Conſe- 
quence of this Principle, admitted on the Part of His Majeſty, that the French 


Intcriere in the 


Your Lordſhips will take Care that Mr. Swinburne ſhould be anos tp as 


Tpeedily as poſſible, with tuch Inſtructions as it may be neceſtary to tranimit t 


him i in conformity to this Letter, | 
Henry Dundas. 


„ 


Ne 34- B. 
ALLOWANCES to be made to Britiſh Priſoners of War in France: 2 
_ clofed in a Letter from the Tranſport Board to Mr. Swinburne, dated 28th 


January 1797 


In the KING's SERVICE. 


Captains . 8 
*:Lacutenants © s. 

_ Commiſſioned Otbcers | of Marine or. a} bis Sol: 2 Day. 
Service —— — > 

PO, by oe 2 ; — 

Makers Matten nm — 

33 — . 

Midſhipmen — LEE. 


Volunteers, if Gentlemen of Family 
_ Paſſengers of genteel Rank 


I 


Captains Clerks © — 2 Livres per Week, 
School Maſters — — or about 3 Pence 
Boatſwains e — — | per Day. 
SGunners — 1 
Carpenters — — 
Purſers — — EE | 
Senn. 5 

Surgeons Mates — — 4 

Chaplains Tr! x — 4 . 


1 r Livre per 1 | 
or about 12 dl. 
Der Day, 


All other Perſons in or out of Priſon 6 


In 
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In the MERCHANTS SERVICE. 


Captains — — — ] 
Mares | "I — 1 — | 
Prize Maſters — — — 2 Livres per Week, 
„ — — — Þ or about 3 Pence 
Surgeons — „ — © Day. 
Clerks” ens | A 2. 


Paſſengers of gentcel Rank — 


N* 35. 


Extract of a LETTE R from Mr. SwinBURNE to the Cob for the 


Tranſport Service, &c.:—Dated Paris, the 6th of February 1797. 


| M Conference Yeſterday with the Miniſter of Juſtice, produced no other 
5 Information, than that the Buſineſs of Sir Sidney Smith was no longer in 
his Hands, and that I was to expect my Anſwer concerning him through the 


Channel of the Miniſter of the Marine. Since it is once more returned to this 


Office, there is ſome Hope of our getting rid of what is as much a Stumbling 


Block to them as to me; One of the Commiſſioners has engaged to Bega the 
Proper Enquiries without Delay. 


The Communication of the Particulars comataed 3 in Mr. Dundas 8 to = 0 
Admiralty, has made an agreeable Impreſſion ; the Miniſter of Marine loft no 
Time in imparting its Contents to the Executive Directory, and I am happy to 


ſay, that the French Government ſcem pleaſed with this Return of good Humour 
between the Two Nations in One Point, which may perhaps tend impercepribly 
to deaden Animoſity in many others. 

The Requeſt I lately made. that 1 might De permitted to ſend my Secretary 


or others round to the different Denots, has met with a Refuſal; the Plea is, that 
in theſe critical Times of Confpiracics, Ein and Difturbauces. it would be 
extremely improper and dangerous for any Perſon co make his Appearance in the 
Departments as a Britiſh Agent; that Government could not inſure him Pro- 
_ tection from Inſult. I mutt therefore pertevere in my N Line, under all 1 Its 


Inconveniences, and extend my Correſſ zondence as much as] can. 


—— EI CAE Os EW Se re eo et - = CW 2 — ——2—— — — —— — — 


N. 3 6. 


: Copy of a LE T T E R. gan Mr. 8 to the Co: REY "IEEE I the 


Fenn Service, Kc. r= Dad Fontainebleau, the 17th F *ebruary 1797 . 


GrxTLEMEN, | 


I Tranſmit you the e Papers with very fincere Plæaſure, and you will, U. 


am confident, receive no lels Satisfaction from the Perulal. The Truſt repoſed 


in me by His Majeſty draws toa r Conch fon; ; God {end that its Succeſs. 
Aa | — 5 may 


{1 
- BF 
f 3 4 
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may be a Forerunner of the ſtill more extenſive Bleſſ nes of Peace. I ſhall enter 
into no Comments upon the Preliminary Convention [ have ſigned, as in Fact it 
is little more than a Copy of His Majeſty's gracious and humane Inſtructions 
forwarded ro me through His Secretary of State. As ſoon as I receive an 
Anſwer relative to the Two unadopted Articles, I ſhall proceed to ſettle them with 
the Commiſſion of Exchange. 


I remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Herry Swinburne. 


Ne 36. A. 


copy of a LE TTER from the Commiltion- of Exchange t to Me 
SWIx BURN — With Tranſition. 


Paris, 16 Fevrier 1797. 


N © U S nous ſommes occupes, Monſieur, de I'Objer de votre Lettre du 3* 
Fevrier dernier, et nous avons criti pouvoir vous propoſer en conſequence, une 
Convention, qui entre dans les Vues que vous nous avez tranſmiſes, de la Part du 

Gouvernement Britannique. Nous vous prions de vouloir bien nous faire 
| connaitre, par des Notes Marginales, fi vous adoptez les differens Articles de ce 
Projet, pour que nous puiſſions nous livrer a la Redaction definitive de la Con- 

vention, dont il 5 "agit, et la hgner neee N 


G J. Cottrau. 
M. A. Granet. 
M. A. Bourdon. 
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Paris, 10 5 F ebruary 1797. 


WE bare been direRting « our Atten on to the Subject of your Letter of the 
* as} of February laſt; and we apprehend, that we can in conſequence propoſe to 
you a Convention, which embraces all the (ens which you tranſmitted to us, 
on the Part of the Britiſh Government. : 
Wee beg vou will be pleaſed to inform us, in Marginal Notes, if you dane the 
different Articles of this Projet, that we may be enabled to give the Arrangement 
of the definitive Convention in queſtion, and Jointly ſign the ſame. 


. Cottrau. 


M. A. Granet. 
M. A. Bourdon. | 


Fn rr I In: 
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MN: 404 


PRELIMINARY CONVENTION entered into between the 


Citizens compoſing the Commiſſion for the Exchange of Priſoners 
at Paris, and Mr. HENRY SwinBURNE, Commiſſary on the Part 
of His Britannick OY — With Tranſlatio n. 


FL refolte de la Lettre Ccrite A la Commiſtion des Echanges le 3 Feiner 
1797, (V. S.) par M. Henry Swinburne, Commiſſaire Britannique, qu'il eſt enfin 
autoriſe A arreter avec la dite Commiſſion des Meſures preliminaires relative— 
ment aux Echanges. La Commiſſion ne peut qu' applaudir aux Vües d'huma- 


nitẽ que renferme la Lettre de M. Swinburne, et bien perfuadce que les Baſes 


qu'il propoſe ſont en tout conformes A la Juitice, et a Vinterer reciproque des 
deux Nations, elle propoſe au Commiſſaire Britannique, de ſigner la Convention 
ſuivante, dont les Articles ſeront religieuſement exẽcutẽs de Part et d'autre. 


Article I. —Les Citoyens Guillaume Joſeph Cottrau, Marc Antoine Bourdon, 


et Marc Antoine Granet, compolant la Commiſſion des Echanges, au Nom du 


Gouvernement Frangais, et M. Henry Swinburne, Commiſſaire, et au Nom de Sa 
Majeſté Britannique, deſirant mettre un Terme 2 Parburaire qui a juſqu'à preſent 
entravẽ les Operations relatives i l' Echange des Priſonniers de Guerre, et voulant 


fixer d'une Maniere invariable, un Mode uniforme propre a accelerer les Echanges, 
ſont convenus de ce qui ſuit : 0 


Article II.— Tous les Echanges partiels qui auront etc effequẽs de Part et 
d autre depuis le Commencimnents des Hoſtilites entre la France er Þ Angleterre 
juſqu'a Epoque de la Signature de Ja preſente Convention ſont confirms. 


En conſequence, les Priſonniers Anglais et Francais de retour Gans leur Fatrie 


reſpective, ſont dẽgages de leur Parole ou Serment de renvoyer a a leur Pla ace un 
Priſonnier du meme Grade. 


Article III. — Quelle que ſoit la Blanes des 3 partiels conſommẽs 
d'apres les Clauſes de VArticle precedent, on abandonne reſpectivement tous 


les Avantages que Pun des Gouvernement pourrait avoir à ce Sujet ſur l'autre, 
de Maniere qu'à compter du Jour de la Signature de la preſente Convention 


dout ce qui s' eſt paſſe depuis le Commencement des Hoſtilii6s relativement aux 


Echanges partiels, ſera regard comme un Compte arrete et ole definitive- 
ment des deux Cotes. 


Article IV.—A compter du Jour de ha Sionature de la preſente e 


on procẽdera reſpectivement a VEchange des Priſonniers des deux Nations, 


Homme pour Homme, et Grade pour Grade, Juſqu' a ce qu'tl n'en reſte F | 


d'un Cee. | 


Article Vt. Surplus des Prifonniers qui ſe trouvera appartenir à Pune 
des Puiſſances, formera la Balance que cette Puifſance, aura A repeter ſur 


l'autre: En conſequence, il ſera drefſe un Denombrement exact des Priſonniers 


reſtant, et de leurs Grades; et il ſera tenu un Compte fidele de cette Balance, 
ſoit en Hommes, ſoit en Argent, a Epoque de la Paix. 


Article VI. L'Objét de la prẽſente Convention &rant d ataucix le Sort des 
Victimes de la Guerre, Vexcẽdant ſormant la ſuſdite Balance lera, ſur le 


champ, 8 


Ab 


* 2 ha A — A 2 
* — — * — * 
— 1 — 


De poriẽs, 


Remis ad re- 
terendum, 
H. S. 


Adopts quant 
aux Otficiers 
Civils, Paſ- 


{agers et non 


Combattans, 


Remis ad re- 


fere raum 


quant aux 
ren voi des 


le Nom de Deportes des Colonies. 
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champ, mis en Liberte apres que le Denombrement exact en aura été fait, et 
1] eſt expreſſẽment ſtipulè que le dit Denombrement ſera fait dans Eſpaca 
d'un Mois, pour les Priſonniers qui ſont en Europe; et dans celui de trois 
Mois, pour ceux qui peuvent fe trouver dans les C.lonies Occidentales, et le 
Plutòt poſſible pour les Colonies Orieatalcs, 


Article VII.—Ne font paint regards comme Priſonniers de Guetre, les 
Offciers Civils, les Paſſagers, ni autres Individus non Combattans. Ne ſont 
point non plus regardes comme Priſonniers, tous les Individus déſignés ſous 
En conſequence tous ceuc qui ſeront 
compris dans les Claſſes ci deſſus defignees, ſeront ſur le champ renvoyts dans 


leur Patrie reſpective, fans qu ils puifſ-nr ere os Bia g.aucune Mantere dans 
la Balance des Echanges. 


Fait double a Paris, ce 29 Pluviofe An. T2 7 Fevrier 17 97 . 


fas F. Cottrau. H. Swinburne. 
M. A. Bourdon. 
e ne, 


TRANSLATION. 


IT appears, from the Letter written n-by Mr. Henry Swinburne, the Briciſh | 


Commiſſary, of the 3d February 1797 (Old Stile) to the Commiſſaries for the 
Exchange of Priſoners, that he is, at laſt, authorized to agree with the ſaid Com- 


miſſaries on the preliminary Meaſures, relatively to Exchanges. The Commiſſaries | 


cannot but give their full Approbation to the humane Intentions expreſſed in 
the ſaid Letter from Mr, Swinburne ; and being fully perſuaded, that the Baſis. 
which he propoſes is, in every Particular, conformable ro Juſtice, and to the re- 
ciprocal Intereſts of the Two Nations, it propoſes to the Britiſh Commiſſary, 
to ſign the following Agreement, every Article of which ſhall be religiouſly ob- 
ſerved by both Parties. 


Article I.—Citizens William Joſeph. Ch Mark 1 W and 


| Mark Anthony Granet, compoling the Commiſſion for the Exchange of Pri- 


ſoners, in the Name oi f the French Government, and Mr. Henry Swinburne, His 


Blritannick Majeſty' 8 Commiſſary, defirous to remove the Obſtacles which have 

| hitherto impeded che Exchange of Priſoners of War, and wiſhing to fix, in an 

unaltetrable Manner, on a proper and uniform Mode, 
Exchanges, do agree as follows: 


that may accelerate ſuch 


Article II. —All partial Exchanges, which may have been effected, on either 
Side, ſince the Commencement of Hoſtilities between France and England, 
previouſly to the ſigning the preſent Convention, are confirmed; of conſequence, 


the Engliſh and French Priſoners, already returned to their reſpective Countries 
on then r Parole or Oath, are treed from the Obligation 5 ſend back In Retui of 
"4 Priſoner of the ſame Rank. 


Article III. Whatever may be the Balance reſulting "As the Pari Kr 
changes effected, according to the Clauſes of the preceding Article, each Govern- 
ment - reſpectively gives up the Advantages which it might poſſeſs, in this Par- 
ticular, over the other. So that, reckoning from the Day of the Signature of the 


preſent Convention, every Thing that has paſſed ſince the Commencement of 


Hoſtilities, ma 
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Hoſtilities, relative to the partial Exchanges, mall be conſidered as an Account 
cloſed, and definitively balanced on both Sides. 


Article IV. Computing from the Day of ſigning the preſent Convention, 


Meaſures ſhall be reſpectively taken for the Exchange of Priſoners belonging 


to each Nation, Man for Man, and Rank for Rank, Till none ſhall remain on 
one Side. | 


Article V.—The Surplus of Priſoners which ſhall be 950 to belong to one 


of the Powers, ſhall form the Balance which that Power may have to receive of 


the other. In conſequence, an accurate Muſter Roll ſhall be made out of the 
- Priſoners then remaining „ diſtinguiſhing their Ranks, and this Balance ſhall be 


made good, either in Men or in Money, at the Period of a Peace between the 


'F wo. Countries. 


Article VI.— The Object of he preſent Convention being to alleviate the 


| Sufferings of the Victims of War, the Exceſs, forming the "abovecmicitioned 


Balance, ſhall immediately be hberated, after the Mul ſter Roll ſhall have been 


prepared; and it is exprelsly ſtipulated, that the ſaid Muſter Roll ſhall be made 


out in the Space of One Month, of the Prifoners in Europe, in the Space of 
Three Months, of thoſe in the Colonies in the Weſt Indies, and a as ſoon as it can 
poltibly be done, of thoſe in the Eaſt Indies. 


Article VII. — No Civil Officers, Paſſengers, « or other iar ane not bearing 
Arms, ſhall be conſidered as Priſoners of War: And this Exemption ſhall 


equally extend to Individuals ſent off or baniſhed from the captured Colonies. 
In conſequence, all Perſons, comprized in the ſeveral Claſſes before named, thalt 


forthwith be ſent back to their reſpective Countries, without | being included, by 
any ö in 1 the Balance of Exchanges, 


Done at Pars this 2th Pluvioſe (or I 7eh February 179 7). 


. 7 . , Seormburne. 
| (Signed) $545 Oh, 5. Corren 

VV N. AH. Bourdon. 
Granet. 


Ne 37. 


E tract of a LE T-F E R from the e for the Tranſport Service, 
| | &c. to Mr. SWINBURNE —Dated the 18th February 1797+ 


FN « our Letter to you of the 2nd of November, we expreſſed a Hope, that eicher 
=» yourſelf, or ſome Perion you might make Choice of, might be permitted to ” 
viſit ai the Places where Britith Priſoners are confined or on Parole, as you well 


wow M. Charretié is allowed to do here; we are therefore ſurpriſed to obſerve, 


by your Letter of the Gth, that your Requeſt ON this Subject has met with a 


Refuſal. 


We have- heard. from Lieutenant Phillips, of upwards of Sixty of our Mater 


of Merchant Ships, and Paſſengers, being at Pontanczan, where they are confined 


in Priſon with about Nine Hundred Scamen, without any Diſtinction; that their 
Situation is deplorable, not being ſuffered even to go out of the Priſon into the 


"Yard belonging thereto, to breathe freſh Air, o that the Effects from ſuch 


5 b - *Treatinenr 


— 
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Treatment muſt ſhortly prove fatal to many; that they are only allowed Ten 
Ounces of Bread, or Three Biſcuits, Two Ounces of very bad Salt Beef, or, in 
lieu thereof, One Ounce and a Half of Cheeſe, for their Daily Subſiſtence. We 
learn alſo from other Quarters, that the Conduct of the Under Commiſſary of 
Priſoners at Breſt is inhuman and brutal in the extreme towards the unfortunate 
Men that the Fate of War has thrown into his Hands; and it muſt be on ac- 


count of ſuck Treatment that Numbers of them have entered, and, as we are 
informed, ſtill continue to enter into the French Service. We direct you to cauſe | 


the moſt ſtrict Enquiry to be made into this Matter, and ſhould it appear that 
the Information we have received is correct, it will then be eſſentially neceſſary 
that you ſhould remonſtrate thereon to the Commiſſioners d' Echange in Terms 
the moſt likely to prevent any further Cauſe for ſimilar Complaints. e is needleſs 
to add (becauſe you are thoroughly informed) how different ſuch Treatment is 


from that uniformly ſhewn to French Priſoners in this Kingdom; and we flatter 


ourſelves, from tne Reports you have from Time to Time made to us, that the 
Commiſſioners d'Echange will on this Occaſion give you a further Proof ot their 


Attention to your Repreſentations, 


Ne 38. 


Extract of © 4 LETT ER from Henxy Leisen E; to the Commi: 


ſioners for conducting His — 8 T e 88 ;—Dared Paris, 
2 Sin February 1797 N | 


Fro the incloſed Note of the Miniſter of Juſtice, you will infer 1 do, that, 


it is the Intention of the French Government to keep Sir Sidney Smith confined 


till the Peace, and to avoid giving any decided Anſwer. The Commiſſion des 
Echanges thinks with me, that it would be noble to return a poſitive Refuſal, 
as our Admiralty has done with regard to Bergeret; but they are not authorized 

to [peak upon the e 


: Bureay Criminel. Ts cori, une LET ＋ R E du Miniſtre 41 la Juſtice 


a M. SwinBuRNE; Paris, 1 Ventoſe, An 5. — 
19 Fevrier 1797. 


Le Miniftre de la Juſtice a M. SWI BURN E. | 


E ne puis que vous repeter, Monſieur, ce que je vous al "dir de vive 


Voix; ſai oir, que Javais fait au Directoire Fxecutif le Rapport, qu "ul nvVavait 
demande ſur PAfaire de Sidney Smith, que le Directoire Exccutif n avait encore 


juiqu'apreſent, pris aucune Determination ſur ce Rapport; et que /ans doute, il 
ferait Part au Miniſtre de la Marine et des Colonics, de la Lecibon, a laquelle 


il croirait devoir s'arreter ſur cet Objet. 


 Recevez, Monſieur, I'Affurance de ma parfaite Conſideration. 


Le Miniſtre de la Juſtice, 5 
| (1gn) Merlin, 
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TRANSLATION of 3 ET TER from the Miniſter of 
Juſtice ro M. SWINBURNE :— Dated Paris, 19h F February 1797. 


I HAVE only to repeat to you, Sir, what J mentioned in Converſation, 
viz. that I have laid before the Executive Directory the Report which it had 
required from me, on the Subject of Sidney Smith; that the Executive Directory 
bas not as yet come to any Determination on that Report; and that, without Doubt, 
it will communicate to the Miniſter of Marine and the Colonies che Deciſion 
which it may feel its Duty to adopt on this Subject. 


* Sir the Aſſurance of my perſect Conſideration. 


"The Miniſts r of Juſtice, | 
e Merlin. 


Ne 39. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Commiſtioners for the Tranfoort Service, 
| Kcc. to M. Cuasnzrig : —Dated the 20th of March 1797+. 


Sin, 


N U; WARDS of Twelve Months: hive © aca. that, on Account of your : 
having diſcontinued to furniſh French Priſoners of War with Clothing, we 
have been, and continue under the! Neceſſity of ſupplying the conſiderable Number 5 
no in Confinement and on Parole, in this Country and in Ireland, with Clothing, 
in order to prevent thoſe Diſtreſſes and Calamities which otherwiſe they would 
have been expoſed to, and muſt have ſhocked the Public Humani: „ You cannot 
but be ſenfivle of the heavy Expence which attends the Supplies in queſtion, and 
we therefore deſire you will take the earlieſt Opportunity of writing to your 
Government on the Subject, which naturally is acquainted witk the Circumſtance 5 
of our Agent at Paris having had Directions from us to purchaſe not only 
Clothing, bur alſo ſome Articles of Bedding, for ſuch of our Priſoners in the 
2 different Depöts of France as ſtand in need thereof; the French Government not 


having to our Knowledge been at any Expence whatever in clothing Britiſh 


Priſoners ; and we truſt that it will, upon a full Conſideration of the Juſtice of 
the Caſe, have no Difficulty in fe- imburſing this Charge, upon Production of the 
proper Vouchers that may authenticate it; and alſo to take the neceſſary Mea- 


tures for furniſhing its Priſoners in future with Articles ſimilar to thoſe we have 


fopplied our Priſoners. fince Mr. Swinburne has been admitted to reſide 1 in F rance 5 


ma tue lame Character and apacity as you are here. 


We ares dec. 8 1 

Kup: George. 
Ambroſe Serle, 

Jobn Schank. 
W. & Otway., 
John Marſh, 
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N' 40. 


£ opy of a LE T TER from Mr. Secretary DuNDas to ) the Lords Conmiſtioners 
of the ACemiraity. 


Parliament treet, 15th March 1 


MyY Lon DS 


1 HAVE had the Hoover to lay before the King your Lordſhip 5 Letter of the 
* 1it of this Month, communicating Copies of "Three Letters, with their In- 
_ cloſures, from Mr. Swinburne to the Commiſſioners for conducting the Tranſport 
Service, and taking Charge of Priſoners of War, and tranſinitted to your Lord- 
mips by the laid Commiſſioners. 
= His Majeſty has obſerved, with great Satisfadtlon, from this Correlpandence: 
that the very hberal Propoſals Mr. Swinburne has becn authorized to make on 
the Part of this Country, have at length induced tne French Commiſſioners to 
enter upon a Negotiation for a general "Exchange of Priſoners of War, in ſuch 
a Manner as affords a reaſonable. Hope that this moſt deſirable Object wilt be 
br ought to a favourable Iffue. . | 
On a Conſider ation of the Convention propoſed for this Purpoſe by the French 
Commiſſioners, I am commanded to acquaint. your Lordihips, that tne Two. 
Articles taken by Mr. Swinburne ad referendum cannot in the JO: Form De 
acceded to by the Government of this Country, | 
From an anxious Deſire, however, on the. Part of His « Majeſty, to meet as 
much as poſſible the Views of the French Government, as expreſſed in theſe Two 
Articles, I am authorized to ſignify ro your Lordſhips His Majeſty's Pleaſure, 
that Mr, Swinburne ſhould be inſtructed to propoſe to the French Commiſſioners, 
io ſubſtitute for the 6th Article of the Convention, a Stipulation, that the Power 
poſſeſſing the greateſt Number of Priſoners ſhall ſet at Liberty and fend back to 
the other Power a Number not exceeding One Thouſand (in a due Proportion of 
Officers and Men) over and above the Balance of the general Exchange which 
may take Place between the Two Countries, reſerving to the ſaid Power the 
Right to require the full Benefit of this Stipulation during the Remainder of the 
War, unleſs the Number of Priſoners who may be hereafter poſſeſſed by that 
Power ſhould be ſuch as by their Exchange would reduce the general Balance 
below that Proportion. 5 
With reſpect to the 7th Article, His Majeſty will conic to hon all hots 7 
deſcribed as Deportes des Colonies, to go to France only, it being diſtinctly under- 
ſtood, that if any Perſons of this Deſcription, baniſhed from His Majeſty's Colo- 
nies or Poſſeſſions, ſhould return to them, whatever Laws or Regulations of Police 
may be in Exiſtence in the ſaid Colonies or Poſſeſſions, to prevent the Return of 
Perſons ſo baniſhed, will be enforced againſt them with the utmoſt Rigour; but, 


ſhould they be ken} in any of His Majeſty 8 PoſſcTions in a Military Capacity, 


in Acts of open Hoſtility, and ſerving under Commiſſions regularly granted by 

the French Government, in that Cale they would be conſidered and treated as 

other Priſoners of War. 

His Majeſty, having given o many e pres af His licers and 

anxious Deſire to effect. the general Exchange of Priſoners, flatters Himlelf, that 

in the Event of the French Gbverhfnent agreeing to ame end the 6th and 7th Ar- 
ticles of the propoſed Convention, according to the Tenor of this Letter, no 

_ farther Obſtacle will retard the Execution of To defirable an Object; but in order 
to avoid che Poſſibility of any Miſunderſtanding on this Subject, His Majeſty 


(obſerving 
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(obſerving with great Concern that the rigorous Detention of Captain Sir 


Sidney Smith is continued, notwithſtanding the Repreſentations already made in 
his Behalf) has expreſsly commanded me to inſtruct your Lordſhips to direct Mr. 
Swinburne to requeſt an explicit Anſwer from the French Commiſſioners, 
Whether they conſider the Conditions of their propoſed Convention as applicable 
to him, preciſely in the ſame Manner as to any other Britiſh Officer of his Rank; 
and in the unexpected Caſe of his receiving a negative Anſwer to this Queſtion, 
and of their refuſing to include him in the general Exchange, Mr. Swinburne is 
diſtinctly to ſignify to the French Commiſſioners, that he is no longer at liberty to 
diſcuſs the pro; oled Projet of a general Cartel, and that His Majeſty will not only 
refuſe his Conſent to any general Exchange, from which Sir Sidney Smith ſhould 
be excluded, but that unleſs that Officer ſhall be allowed the Privileges of Parole, 
and ſuch other Indulgence as is uſually granted to Officers of his Rank, His 
_ Majeſty will be under the painful Neceſſity of obſerving a Conduct correſponding 
to that of the French Government in this Caſe towards every French Officer now- 


on Parole in His Majeſty's Poſſeſſions. This juſt and neceſſary Meaſure of Re- 


taliation has hitherto been ſuſpended, under the Expectation that His Majeſty's 
former Repreſentations would not have been fo completely di ſtegarded. Should 
the Reſult of the preſent Communication prove equally e it will un- 

e be carried into immediate Effect. 


Lam. 1 5 
My Lonos, ES 
Your Lordſhips' 
Moſt obedient _ 
Humble Servant, , 
| HOY : Dundas. 


Ne 41. 


Eid of 4 LETT FR from: Mr. 8 to FE Commis ts 


the Tranſport Service, dated Paris iſt of April 1797 :—Inclofing Ex- 


tracts from the Regiſters of the Deliberations of the Executive Diree- . 


N dated For Germinal, Sth Year: With ane 5 


| I THIS Moraing ceived the: :ncloſed Order, and in obedience to it Gall 


remove on Tuckday to eee 8 


"Capie at une LET TRE du Miniſtre is 1a Marine et det E 


lonies, a M. ee Paris, 12 Germinal, 6: Ale 


er 


VOUS trouverez, cl Joint, une E xpedition * YArrats que le DireQtoire 


Fxécutif a prit le 10 de 9 Mois, et qu il m'a charge de vous notifier. 
(Sisned) 2 ſuguet. 


Extrait de 5 REGIST RES des Deuberations an Dire&ire 


Executif, du 10 Germinal 35 


LE Directoire Sikemif ſur le Compte rendu par le Miniſtre FR la e et 
des Colonies de I Etat Qu ſe trouve la Negociation pour le Cartel d'Echange des 
Cc Priſonniers 
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Priſonniers de Guerre, laquelle a £6 ſuivie à Paris entre la Commiſſion des 
Fchanges nommee par le dit Miniſtre et Mr. II. Swinburne, Commiſſaire du 
Gouvernment Britannique, 

Conſidcrant que la Convention Preliminaire, ſign6e Ie 29 Pluvid dernier, ne 
laifſe plus à prendre que des Meſures d' Exccution qui rendent la Preſence de ce 


Commiſſaire inutile a Paris, 


Arrete que Mr. H. Swinburne, Commiliitire du Gouvernement Britannique 
pour l'Echange des Priſonniers de Guerre ſera tenu de ſe retirer ſons Trois Jours 
dans la Commune de Fontainebles u, ou dans telle autre à fon Choy, «Uttance 

au moins de Quinze Ligues de Cette de Paris, d'ou il pourra continuer à corre- 


ſpondre relativement a PObjet de ſa Miſſion, ſoit avec le Miniſtre de la Marine 
et des Colonies, ſoit avec ſes Agens Francais aupres des Priſonniers de ſa Nation. 


Charge le Miniſtre de la Marine et des Colonies de as, ba le preſent 


_ Arete a Mr. H. Swinburne, et tant le dit Miniſtre que celui d de e la Police Gene- 
rale de velller 3 a lon Execution: | : 


t 


Pour Expedition conforme 
Le Piéfident du DireRoire Executif 


(Signe) Rewbell. 
Par le DireQoire Exccurif | 


Le Secretai re Général, e 
(8806) La Garde. 
Pour Copie conforme, ES 
(Sight) - Truguet, 


Tranſlati on of a LE T y ER 3 the W. Nile P 05 Marine, and Z 
the Colonies, t to Mr. SWI? NBURNE ;—Paris, 1ſt April 1797. 5 


Sir, 0 | 
-Y OU will find 8 to ö annexed a Copy of the Decree, which the Executive _ 


Directory paſſed the roth of chis Month, and which 1 it directed me to notify 
to you. 


" (Signed) | Truguet. 


Z Extract from the R E.G ISTERS of the Deliberations of the 
— Executive total :—Dared roth Germinal, 5 Year, 50 


1 1I E Faeeutive Directory, on the Report made to it by he Miniſter of 


Marine and Colonies, reſpecting the Stare in which the Negotiation of the 
Cartel for the Exchange of Priſoners of War is placed at preſent, and which 
has been negociating at Paris between the Commiſſion for Exchanges appointed 


by the ſaid” Miniſter, and Mr. H. Swinburne, | Commiſſary of the Britiſh | 


Government, 


Confidering that the Protiminary e ligne -d the 29th Piopiele laſt, 


leaves nothing to be done, but the Meaſures required for the Execution of it, 


and that this Circumſtance renders the Preſence of that Commiſſary unncceſſary | 
At Paris, . 


| Decrees, that Mr. H. Sw inbarge. Commiſſary from the Britiſh Government 


for the Exchange of Priſoners of War, ſhall be obliged to retire, within Three 


Days, into the Commune of Fontainebleau, or ſuch other Place as he may 
chuſe, but diſtant at leaſt Fifteen Leagues from Paris, from which Piace he 


may continue to correſpond relatively to the Subject of his Miton, either 


with the Miniſter of Marine and Colonies; or with the Trenen Agents” fuper- | 


intending. the Priſoners of his Nation, 


The 
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The Miniſter of Marine and Colonies is directed to communicate the preſent 
Decree to Mr. Swinburne ; and ajlo the ſaid Miniſter, as well as the Miniſter 
of General Police, is directed to ſee this Order carried into Execution. 1 


A true Copy, 1 


(Signed) Rewbell, | 
Preſident of the Executive = 


Directory 
By-the Eacoutive Directory, 
(Signed) L Game, 
| Sect? General. 
A true Copy, | 
(Signed) Truguet. 


N "+25 


Extract of aLET ER: form: Mijor General Sir Haw Dal RME 
to Cc On 4 ZPhOWNRIGG : Dated n the 18th of April 1797. 


„ LS LERPHATE: Morning + Nova Veſſel Cd from St. Maloes wit! 
cles ed Britiſh Priſoners on board; ſhe was cleared for Hamburgh, 
but was perfe My underſtood (even by the official People) to be bound for this 
Idard: One of the Perſons above alluded to ſeems an enten Man.“ 1 ſtare 

the following Particulars, which I learnt from him. 

- Whilſt Priſoners, they were treated as Convicts, cloſely confined, and ill 
fd; a marked Difference was however made between the Feed of the Petty 
-Oflficers taken on board King's Shi !PS, and Paſſengers and Ace to tome of 
of whom their Parole was granted. 

It ſeems to have been an unfortunate Cireumſtance (v thatever it. was) to our | 
Priſoners in France, which put an End to the propoſed Exchange, as thoſe in 
cloſe Confinement are ex :tremely ill off; and when the Seaſon advances, and the 
Weather become hot, many of them muſt periſh, In one Place of Three 
Hundred and Fifty Feet in length, and between Thirty and Forty broad, this 
Man aſſures me, Eleven Hundred Sailors were confined, as cloſe (according to 
his Expreſtion) as if whey had been ſcrewed in; many are dead, and many 
are in Hojpitals, principally from Scurvy, which tends to prove, that thoſe un- 
fortunate Men ſuffer more from the il! Quality of the Proviſions than the 


__ Cloſeneſs of their Continement, from which Jail“ Diempers and Fevers were 
5 lkely to refult. 


Ne 43. 


Copy of a DEC LA RAT! ON reſpecting the Treatment of Britiſh 


Prif oners of W. ar confined in P ONtanezan i Priſon, near Breſt. 


R OM about the 10th of January 1797, to the od; of February, the 
Daily Allowance was as follows: Sixteen Ounces of Biſcuit of a very bad 
72 Quality, t ul of Verrmm and mouldy (for F four Hours); for the ſame 

Period of Jime, Two Ounces of roiten Salt Eeef or Yoik—the Allowance 
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ought to have been Half a Pound; but the under written will declare upon 
Oath, if neceſſary, that they have ſeen an Allowance weighed for Seven People 
(or what was called a Meſs) and the ſame only weighed Fifteen Ounces, and 
nearly if zo? half of that Bone; the above Fifteen "Ounce were boiled when 
weighed, but neither, as uſual, ſoaked or waſhed ; the remaining Allowance for 
Twenty-four Hours was what was called Peaſe Soups vhich conſiſted of hot 
Water, with a very ſmall Portion of Horſe Peaſe ; this Soup was given in a 
Pail for Seven People every Day at Four o'Clock, P. M.— One Day in the 
Week about One Ounce and a Half of Cheeſe, along with Peale Soup of the 


above Deſcription, was ſerved out in lieu of the Beef or Pork. From about the 
20th of February, in lieu of Sixteen Ounces of Biſcuit, we had ſerved Daily 


about Ten Ounces of Black Bread, and Four Ounces of Rice; this was given 


during the Period of a Month, during which Time Numbers of Prifoners 
complained of Diſeaſes in the Bowels, and ſome few died; which Diſeaſes and 
| Peaths were attributed to the Neglect of the Cooks not cleaning out the Copper 
' Veſſels the Rice was boiled in. From about the 1ſt of Feh. uary until the 28th _ 


of March, the Time the underwritten lefc Pontanezan, Freſh Beef of ſimilar 


Weight of the Salt Meat was delivered in lieu of it. It was given out boiled, 


and was nothing but Carrion, fo bad that the Priſoners were happy when they 


could get Salt Beef in lieu of it. It muſt be obſerved, that Soup was made 
With the Beef before it was ſerved out. Nothing but Water was given to the 
Priſoners to drink, and no e of any Deſcription whatever, unleſs the 
Horſe Peaſe already mentioned. From about the Middle of January 1797, 


until the 28th of March, a Number of Seamen died, at leaſt Two Hundred, in 


the Hoſpital : At the latter Date, their Complaints were generally the Scurvy, | 
and muſt have proceeded from the bad Proviſions, and not a Sufficiency of them. 
In caſe of hot Weather, moſt of the Seamen will inevitably fall Victims to 


Diſeaſe. As there were about Nine Hundred or a Thouſand crammed into 5 


Room only about Thirty Feet wide, and Three or Four Hundred Feet long, 
it may eaſily be conceived what the State of Air is in on a hot Day, in a 
Houſe exceedingly dirty, and ſuch a Number of Souls in it. There are Two 
Spaces called Priſon Yards ; the one the poor Seamen are allowed to walk in is 
of the fame*' Dimenſions of the Houſe they are confined in, and only One 


Hundred are admitted into the great Priſon Yard Daily, the Time from about 


One o' Clock to Four o' Clock, P. M. In caſe of Rain none are let out. As 
we have given a candid Deſcription of the melancholy Situation of the Common 
Seamen, the following was the Treatment of the Maſters and Paſſengers of 
Merchant Veſſels —They were in a Hall by themſelves, and had Hailer Al- 
lowance ſerved to them as the Seamen, but they were allowed the Uſe of the 


large Priſon Yard (which may probably be a Mile in Circumference) and ſome- 


times were permitted, with a Guard, to go down to Breſt in a Morning, and 
return the ſame Evening. There were in the ſame Hall with the Maſters and 
Paſſengers Fourteen or Sixteen Petty Officers belonging to the Huſſar and 
: Amazon Frigates. Thoſe Gentlemen had ſerved Daily about 1 £ Ib. of good 
Freſh Beef, abs. of good White Bread, and a Bottle of good Claret daily. 


Geo. Brumel, 
(Signed) William Dazwſen. 
_ Jſaac Frankland,. 
P.S Itis to F TT... 
was delivered Once or Twice Weekly. 
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N 44. 
copy of a LETTER from the Commitiion of Exchange at 


Paris, to Mr. SWINBURNE ; dated Paris 25th June 1797 —And 
Tranſlation. 


| Par: is, le 5 Mefhdor, PAn. g. (25 Juin 1797.) 
OU 8 auriops Gen lieu, Monſi ſieur, de nous affliger du Contenu de la Lettte 


que vous nous avez ecrite le 5 Juin, i nous pouvions croire, que toutes les 


Plaintes adrefſces au Burcau des Tranſports, par les Priſonniers detenus a Pont- 
anezan, ne ſoient pas exagerecs, neanmoins fans nous en rappor ter à toutes les Diſ- 


poſitions, que le Miniſtre a a deja ordonnees, pour rendre leur Situation moins pe- 


nible, nous nous empreſſons de vous annoncer que, ſur notre Propoſition, 11 


vient de recommander a POrdonnateur de la Marine, à Breſt, ou de fair reſtitoer 
une Partie de ces Priſonniers, ſur un autre TEpot, ou d'en armer un Parlemen- 


taire dans le Cas, ou ce premier Moyen preſenterait quelque Obſtacle. 
Quant a la Solde des Priſonniers, fi la Situation des Finances de la R epublique 
ne permet pas de les faire jour en Totalité, de celle que leur accorde la Loi, it 


n'en eſt pas moins vrai qu ils eprouvent A cet Ezard, les Effets de la Solicitude du 


Gouvernement. Nous avons c-pendant lieu de craindre d' apres ce que vous nous 
marquez que ceux du Cautionnement de Pontivy ne ſoient pas traites auſſi 


favorablement, ainſi nous avons encore provoque le Miniſtre a recommander à 
J'Ordonnateur de la Marine à Breſt de faire pour ces Priſonniers tout ce que la 


Juſtice ct] Humanite Extent, 


TRANSLATIO N. 


n 


WE ſhould have had great Reaſon to be concerned, on Fenz the Comes 
of your Letter to us of the 5th June, if we could believe that all the Complaints 
| ſtated to the Tranſport Board, by the Priſoners detained at Pontanezan, had not 
been exaggerated ; however, without recurring to all the Means which the Mi— 


niſter has already ordered to be taken, for renderi ing their Situation leſs diſtreſs- 


ing, we haſten to announce to you, that in conſequence. of our Repreſentation, 
| de 1 ih recommended to the Director of the Marine at Breſt, either to cauſe 
a Proportion of thoſe Priſoners to be removed to another Dep6r, or to fit out 
a Cartel, in the Event that the firſt. mentioned Plan, ſhall meet with any OW 


„ acle. 
With reſpect to the Allowance: to che Priſoners, if the Situation of the Fi- 


nances of the Republic does not admit of their receiving the Whole of what the 
Law aliows them, it is nor leſs true, that they Experience in that Reſpect the 
Benefits of the Solicitude of Government. We have, however, Reaſon to fear, 


from what you obſerve to us, that thoſe on Parole at Pontivy may not be ſo 


favourably treated; we have therefore urged the Miniſter to inſtruct the 
Director of the Marine at Breſt to do every Thing tor them which TJokics and 


Hu manity FEquire. 
5 72 7. Coyttrau. 
(Signed) Granet, 

WET . 4. Bourdon. 
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N* 45. 
Copy of a LETTER from Mr. Sunna to the Executive Direc. 
| ant dated F *onrainebleay, 24 July 1797 — Wich Tranſlation. 


Fontainebleau, 14 Meflidor, 5. 
Le Commiſſaire de Sa Majeſté Britannique pour l'Echange des Priſonniers 


de Guerre, aux Citoyens compoſant le Directoire Ex&curif de la Republi. 
Frangaiſc. 


CITOYENS Dirrereurs, 


| Commiſſaire Britannique vous expoſe qu'erant venu en France pour I'F.- 
change des Priſonniers, il comptait jouir des Privileges accordes en Angle. 
terre aux Commiſſaires Francais, qui voyagent ou bon Jeur ſemble, viſitent les 
Depots et communiquant avec les Priſonniers. Mais on lui objecta les Circon.. 
ſtances du Tems, et par Eſprit de Conciliation, il ſe déſiſta de ſes juſtes Droits de 


Reciproctte ; ; 1] reſta a Paris, et fans murmurer, quoiqu' avec mille Inconveniens, 
-11's occupa des i ravaux de ſa Miſſion. Plein de Zele pour les Interets de l'Huma- 
nité il a travaillé avec une égale Ardeur pour le Soulagement des Malheureux 


des deux Nations. Votre Commiſſion des Echanges rendra Temoignage de Ja 


Loyautẽ et de! Impartialite de ces Procedes; toute autre Affaire lui à eté etrangere, 
et ſa Conduite ne craint point de Reproche. 


Le 10 Germinal vous lui ordonnates de quitter Paris; il 1 ignore vos > Ratfons: 
Lk Miniſtre de la Marine lui a fait dire, qu'il ny avait rien de perſonnel. Celles 


que votre Arrete porte ne peuvent etre les ſeules puiſqu'elles ſont fondees ſur une 
 Erreur. Il y eſt dit, «© Due la Convention Preliminaire nes par M. Henry Swin- 
| burne, ne laiſſe Plus à prendre que des Meſures d' Execution.” Cette Convention n'eſt 


point encore ratifice, quelques Articles reſtent encore ad referendum, et toutes ſes 


 Op:rations ont EtE paralyſces par votre Arrèté. Votre Commiſſaire des Echanges 
vous dira qu'elle travaille fans Certitude et qu'il rẽſulte journellement les plus erands 


| Inconveniens de Abſence du Commiſſaire cs ace et du dẽfaut de Con- 
ferences. 


Pour le Commiſſaire 8 les Pain et les Embarras augmentent tous les 


Jours, et il ſent Impoſſibilité de remplir les Intentions de ſes Commettans dans 


{2 Poſition actuelle, C elt Pourqudi il vous demande la Permiſſion de retourner à 
: Paris. | 


Puiſque vos Commiires jouiſſent 3 A Landes d'une "da Liberié et de tous 


les Avantages poſſibles pour leur Miſſion, vous ne pouvez ſans Injuſtice retenir 
le Commiſſaire Britannique au Milieu des Bois, Eloigne du Centre des Aﬀeaires, 


et prive de tout ce qui peut contribuer au Succes d'une Miſſion dont I Humanie 


elt la Baſe. 


Il vous ſupplie donc de prendre ces 88 en Conſideration, et . bot ac- 


corder fa Demande, cu de lui motiver le refus de Manière 3 a le Juſtifier aux Yeux 
de fon Gouvernement. ” 


Salut et Reſpect. 5 
 (Sigree. J Li Swinburne. YT 


TRANSLATION. 


| Fontainebleau, 14h Mefiidor, th Year (20 July 1797. . 3 

The Commitihcy of His Britannick Majeſty for the Exchange of Priſoners of 

War, to the Citizens compoſing the Executive Directory of the French 
d EE 

- CITIZENS DIRECTORS; 


THE Britiſh Commiſſary repreſents: to you, that having « come to France 


bor the Exchange of Priſoners, he expected to have erjoyed ſimilar Privileges 
* 'ich thoſe granted in England to the E French Commiſlſaries, who go where they 


plea! 6. 


eaſe; viſit the Depot and communicate with the Priſoners. But theſe Privi- 
leges have been objected to on Account of the Times, and therefore, from the 


Deſire of C 22 LION: he has not inſiſted on a Rights of Reciprocity, He 


has remained at Paris without Murmurs; and under many Inconveniences has 
been endeavouring to diſcharge the Duties of his Miſſion. | Influenced by the 
Feelings of H Huma nity, he has with qual Zeal intereſted himſelf to alleviare the 
Sufferings of the unfortunate Priſoners of both Nations. Your Commiſſion for 
Exchanges will bear Teſtimony to the Juſtice and Impartiality of his Proceed- 


ings. Bufincſb of every other Deſcription he has avoided, and his Conduct tears 
not Reproacies 
L 


On the zoth of Ger winal, „eu ordered him to quit Paris; of your ate 


he is ignorant. Your Miniſter of Marine, however, directed that he might be 


informed, that nothing perfonal was inte nded, The Reaſons expreſſed in your 
Decree cannot be the omi onvs, becauſe they are 
71 


there!! Co, © Toat the Preliminary Convention ſigned by Mr. Henry Swinburne 


« De, 19. jure Lo be done, vat to take the neceſſary St: N its Execution,” 


This . vention is not yer ratificd; fume Articles remain fill ad referendum, 
and ail h. TT are Kiſer by your Decree. Your Commimon of Ex- 
change will have infortneck you, that it Py Woceeds on Uncertainty, and that Daily 
there ariſes the-greateſe Embarraſſinent from the Abſence of the Britiſh Com- 
miſtary, and the Want of CS 1Hcrences. 

The 3 5 experiences ally an Increaſe of Expences and of 


Einba rrafſmnents „ anch, in his pre ſent Situation, feels the Impoſſibility of fulfilling 


the "Ris N 0 his Government. It is irom this C: ircumſtance that he N 
your berni 1 to return to Paris. 


While your Commitlaries enjoy their Liberty at. London, and every po ollible 
Advantage in the Diſcharge of the Duties of their Miſſion, you cannot without 
Igjuſtice confine the Britiſh Commiſſary in the Midſt of Foreſts, at a Diſtance 
from the Center of Buſineſs, and deprive him of whatever might contribute to 


the Succeis of a Miſſion, of which Humanity 1s the Baſis. 


Hs therefore begs, that you will take thote Circumſtances into your Confide-. 


ration, and accede to his Requeſt, or notify to him the Motives of your Refuſal, 
that he may ſand Juſtified i in the Opinion of his Government. 


Health and Reſpect. 
(Signed) Henry Swinburne, 


(Ne 46. 723 


Extract & of a LETTER 1 Ec the Commillionen FOE conduct- 


ing His Majeſty's Tranſport Service, Kc. t to M. Charretiè:— — 
| Dated LIPS: Auguſt 1797. 5 


7E have to 5 to vou, FROM we have been at very great Charges i in u cloth 
ing the Priſoners, which the Circumſtances of the War have put under 


our Care. Compaſſion for the Naked and Defticute dictaced this Supply to a great 


Number of unhappy iM-n who mult othe rwiſe have periſhed, or languiſhed | in 


Miſery.— We have heard with Anxiety, that our People carried into France have 


been left wholly unprovided with any Relief of this Kind, and that Numbers 
have abſolutely periſhed through Nakedneſs, and the Damps of their Priſons, 
.where they have neither had Beds nor Straw to lie on.— If our Informations had 


not an 
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founded on an Error. It is 
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not been ſo frequently repeated, we could not have given Credit to a Conduct. 
Which appears ſo remote from the uſual Practice of civilized Nations; and we 


earneitly hope, that upon Enquiry it may be found, in ſome Degree at leaſt, 
exaggerated, It is, however, become our Duty, in order to prevent, recipro- 
cally, all ſuch Calamities or Complaints in future, to propoſe to you, that both 


Countries ſhall ſupply, by Means of Mr. Swinburne in France, and you in 
this Country, all Priſoners with ſuch Clothing as they may think proper; that 


is to ſay, that Mr. Swinburne ſhall provide this Kind of Neceſfary for the 
Engliſh Priſoners carried into France, and you the ſame for the French Pri- 
ſoners brought into England. In conſequence of this Arrangement, neither Side 
will have a Right to complain of Neglect, but from their own Countrymen; 
and thus One Object of Contention 087 be equitably removed from the Two 


Nations. 
N 47. 
Copy of a LETTER from the Commiſlioners for the Tranſ- 
port Service, &c. to M. CHARKETIE” e the 4th Septem- 
ber 1797. 
Sir, 


AvIN been informed that a Weite of Five Thouſand Pounds was 
made by your Government to you in May laſt, for the Purpoſe of purchaſ- 
ing Clothing for French Priſoners of War confined in this Country; and 


whereas our Agent at Chatham acquaints us, that all the French Priſoners in 
his Cuſtody are now in Want of a freſh Supply, we think it proper to ac- 
quaint you therewith, in order that you may take immediate Steps for their Re- 
lief. We alſo think it proper to apprize you, that Clothing v will ſoon be wanted 
at all the other Places of Confinement. = th 


We are, &c. 3 
WD John Schank. 
Hin © Otway. 
Toba Maſe. 
Ne 48. 


l Wy a LET TER Fram Mr. Swindühun to "the Com b 
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miſſioners for the Tranſport Service, &c. ;—Dated F ontainebleau, | 
the 10th of September 1797- ” | 


ON the 4th Inſtant M. A. dos, - Member of the Commiſſion of Er 


change, in conſequence of a ſpecific Order from the Executive Directory, 
came to Fontainebleau to confer with me upon Propoſals contained in their 
Arreté of the 11th Fructidor. It is propoſed, that Sir Siddey Smith ſhall be 


conſidered as a Priſoner of War ſuſceptible of Exchange, and, as ſuch, ex- 
_ changed againſt a French Officer of his Rank, on Condition that His Majeſty 


mall ratify the Preliminary Convention for a genera] Exchange of Priſoners 


* War, and, moreover, releaſe Four Thouſand French Priſoners over and 


above 
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above the Balance a Exchange, to be accounted for at the Peace. His In- 
ſtructions were, to preſs me to ſign a proviſional Conſent to this Condition, upon 
which Sir Sidney Smith would immediately obtain his Liberty on Parole. 

Upon due Confideration, I thought it proper to ſeize the lucky Opportunity, 
and to ſign the above mentioned Conditions, | taw no Inconvenience in lo 
doing, Rae there was no Engagement entered into, the Whole depending upon 


His Majeſty? s Ratification ; and there could be no Dikicu! Ly or Indelic, acy in 
| diſayowing any unauthorized Act of mine. 


Ne 48. A. 


Copy of an ARRET E of he Executive Directory at Paris; 28 ch 
Auguſt 1797: — With Tranſlation. 1 


F E G LIT E. 


EXT RAI des Regiſtres des Deliberations du Pike OOIRE Exr 


curir: Paris, le Onze Fructidor, Pn Cinq de la R Republic 
Frangaiſe, une et indiviſible. 


22 Dire ide 1 Exécutif inſtruit, qu'il exiſte depuis long Tems, dans les D. 

pots. d' Angleterre, un Nombre prodigieux de Francais, pris fur des Val. 
ſeaux dans les "Colonies, ou de toute autre Maniere ; Sone rant que {1 Fon 
eut def falque de ce Nombre tous les Hommes qui n'etatent pas armés loric 90 als 
ont Et6 captures, et qui, ſous ce Rapport, ne doivent pas ètre conlideres con 
Priſonniers du Guerre, tels que les Habitans, les Refugics, les Deportes 1 
diffèrentes Iſles, et les Paſſag ers non Militaires; apres avoir entendu le Ra: bport 
du Miniſtre de la Marine, et avoir pris Connaiſſance de la Lettre de NA. Sin- 
burne a la Commiſſion des Echanges, datce de Fontainebleau, le 28 There ar 
An 5, et de la Convention paſſce entre le dit Swinburne et la Commiſſion des 
Echangecs, le 29 Pluvidſe precedent ;— Convention, dont Þ Article 6 a <6 pris 
| ad Referendum par le Gouvernement Anglais, arrete ce qui ſuit: 


Article IJ. Le Commodore Sidney Smith ſera conficere « comme Priſons; ler de 
Guerre, et, comme tel, ſuſceptible d'Echange. 


Article II. Il ſera echangt᷑ contre un Officier Francais a un Grade correſpon- 
dant au ſien; mais cet Echange ne pourra avoir lieu que lorſque le Gouverne 6 
ment Anglais aura ratfie les Diſpoſitions de PArticle 6 Ge Ja Convention du 1. 
Pluviole ernier, et aura en conſẽquence renvoye en France un Nombre de 


8 


Quatre Milles Francais, .au moins excedent le Nombre de ceux, qui teront 


Echanges par le Renvoi en Angleterre de tous les Prifouniers Anglais qui exits 
teut ab jourd' aui dans les Depo: s de la Republique. 


Article III. Ces 4,000 Llommes, dont il ne ſera tenu compte au Govverne- 
ment Anglais que lors du Traite de Paix, ſeront ainſi, que les FHomines A echanger 
contre les Priſon DIETS exiſtant dans les Deports de la Republique, 85 1011158 parini 
les Frangais les plus anciennement Prilonniers de Guerre: 


Article IV.—Les Echanges poſterieurs à la miſe en Häberic et au Renvoi des 
4,000 Hommes mentionnés dans l' Article Pe {oront farts conformement 
a VArticle 6 de la Convention Preliminaire, Homme pour Flomme, et Grade | 
pour Grade, fans que la dite Avance de 4,c00 Homn:es puille jamais etre im- 
putce dur les EChanges, avant Epoque de la Compat: abllite ger Crale qui futvra 
le Traité de Paix. — 
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Article V.—La Commiſſion des Echanges eſt charg&e, ſous la Surveillance a 
Miniſtre de la Marine et des Colonies, de Execution du preſent Aricte, 


Pour N conforme, 
Le Preſident du DireCtoire Executif, 
(Signs) I. M. Reveillére Lepeaux, 


Par le Directoire Executif, 
Lie Secretaire General, 


(Signs) La . 


Pour Copie conforme, 
M. A. nen 


TRANSLATION. 


LIBERTY ks FOUdLITY. 


E X RA fo the Minutes of the Deliberations of the Execu- 
IVI DixtcTory : Paris, the 11th Fructidor (or 28th of Augult) 
Fifth Year of the French Republic, one and indiviſible, 


1 HE Fxecutive Directory being informed, that there has been detained, | 


for a long Time paſt, in the Engliſh Depots, a proutgious Number of French- 


men, captured on board Veſſels in the Colonies, or by other Means; conſidering, 
that if from this Number ſhall be deducted thofe who were not in Arms when 
taken, and, from this Circumſtance, not to be conſidered as Priſoners of War, 


uch as Inhabitants, Refugees, and Exiles from the different Iſlands, or Paſſen- 
gers, not in a Military Capacity ; and having heard alſo the Report of the Mi- 


Hilter, and taken into Conſideration the Letter of Mr. Swinburne to the Com- 
miſſioners of Exchanges, dated at Fontainbleau, the 28th Thermidor, (or 15th 
of Auguit,) Fifth Year of the French Republic, and the Convention entered 


into between the ſaid Swinburne and the Commiſſioners of Exchanges, on the 
29th Pluviole (or 17th February) preceding.—A Convention (the 6th Article of 
wiuch has been leit t ad By e dum by the Engliſh LFOVerAment) decrees as 


follows: 


Article I. e Sidney: Smith mall be conſidered as 4 pr iſfoner O 
War, and, as ſuch, entitled to be exchanged. ; 


Article II He ſhall be exchanged for a French Officer 81 correſponding 
Rank; but this Exchange cannot tale place Until the Engliſh Government ſhall. 


have ratified che 55 ipulations of the 6th Article of the Conven'i ion of the 29th 
Pluvioſe (or 17th Febiuary) laſt, and ſhall, in conſequence, have ſent back to 
France at leaſt 4,o0co Frenchmen, over and above the Number of thoſe who 
ſhall be exchange by the Return to England of all the Engliſh Priſoners whe 
at preſent remain in the Depots of the French Republic. 


Article III. Theſe 4,200 Men, who ſhall not be accounted for to the Englil n 


Government until after a Treaty of Peace ſhall take place, as well as the Men 
to be exchanged for the exiſting Priſoners in the erbt s Of the Republic, choſen 
from among che French SG: have been detained for the longeſt T1 UNC Priſoners 
of War. = e 


Article IV. -— The Exchanges, fubſ.auent” to the 3 and Return of 


the 4.000 Men ſpecified in che preceding Article, ſhall be made conformably to 


the Cth Article of the Preliminary Convention, Man for Man, and Rank for 


Rank ; but” this Advance of 4, O00 Men ſhall not be carried to the Account ef 


Exchanges "Y 
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the Treaty of Peace. 


Article V.— The Commiſſioners for the Exchange of Priſoners are charged, 


under the Controul of the Miniſter of Matine and of the Colonies, with the 
Execution of the preſent Decree, 


A true Copy, 
Segen! Reveillere Lepeaux, 


By the Executive Directory, 
([ (Srtened) La Garde, 
2 Secretary General, 
A true Copy, 
5 M. 4. Bourden. 


++ - $a ems 


N. 49. 


18th CE PRERT 1797: 
Sik; 


Inſtant, on the Subject of Clothing for French Priſoners, we now think 
it proper, in order to avoid the Charge of Neglect and Inhumanity, again to 
apprize you, that the Priſoners in molt of our Priſons are beginning to be in 
Want of Clothes, and will ſoon be unprovided. You will have Liber. V to 
ſupply what you pleaſe, as the Agent for Spain already has. In caſe you are 
under Difficulties i in procuring the neceſſary Clothing, we will fo far aſſiſt you, as 


to furniſh you on our own Contract Prices, and to receive your Bills for the 


| Amount, upon a moderate Credit. 


We are, ee; 
Kup George, | 
 Ambreſe Serie. 
John Cchank. | 
Vn & Otway. 
85 A 


N- 50. 


Copy of a LE TTER from Mr. Se to the Con. 
miſſioners for the Tranſport Service, &c. :—Dared the. 19 
September 1797 — Wich Tranſlation. 


Londres, W. alcot Place, le Jour de la Pete 40 Travail, le gs Compleniont aire 
'An 5* de la Ropablique Francaiuy e, Kc. ou 19 e 1797 (V. 8.) 
M=zssSIEURS, 


OUR ſatisfaire a votre Lettre en Bie d hier, } 4 1 de vous pre- 


venir, que ſur le Compte que Jai rendu au Miniſtre to la Marine et des Colonies 
de vos Intentions à ceſſer de pourvoir aux Vétements des Priſonniers de Guerre 
détenus dans vos Depors, il a ordonne un envoi de ſonds Proportionnes au beſoin 


-de-ce Service, et fi! Je n'al Pas ſucceſſivement rc gu ces Sommes, c'eſt que des 


Raiſons de Circonffances” antericures a I'F,poque keureuſe du 4 de ce Mois ont 6&6 


Juſqu'à preſent la ſeuie Cauſe de e Reta ard. 


n 


Exchanges, prior to the Settlement of the general Account, which mall lee 


Preſident of the Executive Directory. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Commiſſioners for the 
Tranſport Service, &c. to M. CHaRRETIE ;—Dated the 


| Ne. having Had any Return to the Letter we wrote to you on the 4th 
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n me vient dans PIdꝭe de vous ſoggerer un Moyen, et l'Interèt de 'Humanict 
m'y invite, Mr. Swinburne, ou le Capitaine James Cotes, a beſoin de Fonds pour 
ſon Service à Paris, prenez ma Traite a quelques Jours de Date, pour I Equvalent 
d'une Couple de Mille Livres Sterling, que J'etabliral au Cours comme du Change de 
Paris ſur Londres 26 Livres Tournois 105. 64. pour la Livre Sterling, et dedierai 
ſur le Bureau des Fonds de la Marine. Point de dovte, d'aptés routes les Pieces 
de Correſpondance officielles en mes mains, que ma Lettre de Change ne ſont 
ponctuellement acquittee. J'artencs votre Reponſe ſur ma Propolis ion, er vous 
prie d'accueiller mes Juſt: s Rernerciemens de l'Offre que vous me faites, de 
ſupplier aux T ermes de votre Contract aux Contrarietes que j'Eprouve. Jaccep- 
terais bien volontiers, {i vos Fournitures ctalent dans les Coulcurs et Qalités 
deſignèes dans mes Inſtructions. 
2: J ML Honneur d'etre bien reſp e e 
Meſſicurs, 
Votre tres humble, & : 
tres obeiſſant, 
7 Charrette. 
os A N SLATIO N. 


4 N 1 to your Letter of Yeſterday's $ Jars. 1 hs the Hass of acquaint- 
ing you, that in Con! R of the Repreſentation which I made to the Mi- 
niſter of the Marine and the Colonies, reipeCting your Intention to diſcontinue to 
fupply the Priſoners of War detained in your Dep0.s with Clothing, he has 
directed the neceſſary Remittances to be made; and if I have not regularly re- 
ccived ſuch Sums, it is owing to Circumſtances anterior to the happy Period : 
of the 4th of this Month having hitherto been the ſole Cauſe of Delay. | 
The Intereſt of Humanity now induces me to ſuggeſt to you, that as Mr. Swin- 

burne, or Captain James Cotes, may have Occaſion for Money for their Service 
at Paris, you may take my Draft on the Office for the Funds of the Marine, at a 
few Days Date, for Two Thouſand Pounds Sterling, at the Rate of Exchange be- 
tween Paris and Londor, which is Livres 26. 10 f. 64, per Pound Sterling. There 
can be no Doubt, from all the Documents of Official Correſpoadence i in my Hands, 
but that my Bill of Exchange will be punctually paid. I waic your Anſwer to my 
Propoſal, and I beg you will accept my ſincere Thanks for the Offer you make 
to me of removing, by the Terms of your Contract, the Obſtacles I experience; 
and I would very willi liagly accept of it, if the Articles were of che Colours and ; 
Quan Ities delcribed 1 in my Inſtructions. 
by have the Honour to be very reſpectfully, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, 
_ id Charretie. 


Ne 31. 


Copy of a LETTER Frog the Commiliioner for the Tranfoort "PEERS &c. 0 
M. CHARRETIE ;—Dared the 22d J. September 1797- 


= Sia, EE Re ee PEE 
IN Reply to your Letter of the 19th Inſtant, we beg to 7 ror you of our Ac- 
ceptance of your Propoſal to grant us Bills on Account of the Clothing 
which you may chule to furniſh to tho French Priſoners with us ; bot as We mall 


have 


* 
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have no Occaſion for Funds to remain in our Agents Hands in France, it being 
more convenient for us to anſwer his Bills in London, we propoſe, that you ſhould 
either pay into our Office the ſeveral Amouats, or give us Bills, at Thirty Days 
Date, upon ſome creditable Houle i in Hamburg, or any other Neutral Town, 
for that Furpoſe. Ty 
We are, Nc. _ 
8 Xup George, 
Ambroſe Serle, 
John Schank, 
1. & Otway, 
John Marſh. 


Ne 5 2. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport Service, &c. to 


M. CHARRETIE INES the 12th October 1797. 
5 


taries of State, having had under his Conſideration che ſeveral Repreſentations 


5 made by you, and the French Commiſſioners of Exchange at Paris, relative to 
the pretended Hardſhips and ill Treatment to which the F rench Priſoners of War 


are expoſed in this Country; ; and bearing in Mind, at the ſame Time, the nume- 


rous Statements received in the Courſe of the preſent War, of the Difficulties 


experienced by the Britiſn Priſoners in France, in procuring the neceſſary Cloth- 
ing, Food, Medicines, and Medical Attendance ; he has, in order to obviate for the 


future thoſe mutual Complaints and Recriminations, addreſſed a Letter, dated : 
the 6th of this Month, to the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
_ Admiralty, fienifying His Majeſty's Flealure, that their Tae ihould cauſe 


ithe following Steps to be taken: 


iſt. To renew the Demand, already made to "the French Government, for 4 
Pa port to Captain Cores, to enable him to proceed to France as Agent of Pri- 
ſoners for this Country, and to require for him the Indulgence and Ertvileges ; 


| gr anted to the F rench Agent of Priſoners 1 in England. 


5 20. 10 propoſe to the F rench Government (either through Captzin Cor es, if 

his Paſſport ſhould be received in Time, or through vou) a general Cartel of 

Exchange between the Two Countries, in conformity to Mr. Dundas's Letter of 
the. 15th of March laſt, a Copy whereof was tranſmitred to Mr. Swinburne ; diſ- 


tinctly informing them, at the ſame I ime, that His Majefty will, on no Account, 


agree to excced the Number therein offered, of One thouſand Priſoners in Ad- 


vance, upon the general Balance of E «change. ' 


43), Ia the Event of the aforeſaid Propoſition being rejected, to ale the ſame 
Steps for raking a formal Demand to the French Government, to allow Sir 


William Sidney Smith the uſual Indulgence of Parole, and other Privileges 


granted to Officers of his Rank, in conformity to the former Notes delivered on 


this Subj-&; and in cate of Non-compliance, or an unſatisfactory Anſwer, to 
| nur the Meaſurc Pointed out in Mr. Dundas 8 above. mentioned Letter. 


FE ; e 


IE Right Honourable Henry Dundas, One of His Majeſty £ Principal Secre- 
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His Majeſty's Pleaſure has been alſo ſignified by Mr. Dundas, in his ſaid 
Letter, that for the greater Advantage and Comfort of the reſpective Priſoners of 
each Country, a Propoſal ſhould be made to the French Government, that they 
ſhould be provided, in the Country where they are detained, with Subſiſtence, 
Medicines, Clothing, and Medical Attendance, by the Government to which 
they belong; ſubje&, however, to the Regulations mentioned in his ſaid Letter: 
And the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty having 
directed us to take fuch Meaſures, as may be proper for carrying into immediate 
Execution His Majeſty's Commands, ſignified in Mr. Dundas's faid Letter, we 
herewith tranſmit a Copy thereof, and deſire you will, as ſpeedily as poſ- 

ſible, communicate the ſame to the French Commiſlioners of Exchange at 
Paris, 
We are further direfted: to acquaint you, that 4 it 1s necefſi ary. you ſhould repair 
immediately to Banbury “, in Oxtordſhire, there to reſide, within the Limits of that 
Town, and of One Mile thereof, until you ſhall be enabled to give us an Anſwer 
from your Government, reſpecting Captain Cores's Paſſport, when, according ts 
the Explanation which may be given with ſuch Paſſport, you will be made ac-_ 
_ quainted with His Majeſty's further Commands; and we think it proper to ap- 
prize you, that you mult confine your Correſpondence, either with the Priſoners 
in this Country or with France, to ſuch Points only as are connected with the 4 
Service in which you are employed in this Kingdom. | 
We have only to add, that Mr. Swinburne 1s ordered to return to this Country 
- without waiting for his Succefiar; ; and you are, therefore, to inform the French 
Commiſſioners of Exchange, that no further Communication will be re- 
Ceived, or Anſwer LACED through him, on any Subject relative. to his late 5 


Miller. 
5 We * 5 
£ Rup* George. 
John Schank. 
1 „„ N „ e e 
3 Fo - | 8 een Mar. 
No 52. A. 


1 . . Topy of a LE T T E R fro the Right e Henry Duxoas 
, | - Lords of the e : 


My Lon DS, = 5 ""Parlicatent street, 6th Oftober 1797. 


3 a HAVING had under my Confideration the ſeveral Reports of the Commiſ- 
ſioners for conducting the Tranſport Service, and taking Charge of Priſoners of 
War, tranſmitted to me by your Lordſhips, reſpecting the Repreſentations made 
by Mr. Charretiẽ, and the French Commiſſioners of Exchange at Paris, relative 
to the pretended Hardſhips and ill Treatment to which the French Priſoners of 
War are expoſed in this Kingdom, and bearing in Mind, at the ſame Time, the 
numerous Statements received in the Courſe af the preſent War, of the Difficulties _ 
experienced by the - Britiſh Priſoners in France, to procure the neceſſary Cloth 
ing, Food, Medicines, and Medical Attendance, I felt it a Duty to conſider of 
ſome effectual Means of obviating, for the future, theſe mutual Complainis and 
Recriminations. In entering upon this e at preſent I ſhall avoid any In- 


* Mr, Charretie requeſted to be alowed to reſide at Bath, which was nn | 
| veſtigation 
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veſtigation of the particular Reaſons by which the individual Priſoners of both 
Countries may, it is ſuppoſed, be induced to exaggerate their Sufferings, and all 
Reflections upon the Motives to which may be aſcribed the groſs, and apparently 
wilful Miſrepreſentations reſpecting the Situation of French Priſoners in 
England, or the injurious and inproper Language in which they have been con- 
veyed, both by Mr. Charretie and the French Commiſſioners, and that too, at a 
| Moment when, on the one Hand, the former, without the leaſt Reſtraint, was 
actually upon a Viſit to the principal Depôts of Priſoners in this Kingdom, 
having Daily an Opportunity of perſonally aſcertaining the Falſchood of the State- 
ments he had been directed to make, and a Certainty of obtaining immediate Re- 
dreſs of any real Grievance he might complain of, whilft on the other, Mr. Swin- 
burne, the Engliſh Commiſſioner in France, without any Grounds being aſſigned, 
had been ordered away from Paris, and inſtead of meeting with the ſame Facility 
of viſiting his Countrymen in Priſon, was in Fact himſelf confined to the Limits 
of One ſmall Town, debarred from all Intercourſe with Britiſh Priſoners, and 
conſequently prevented from examining into their Complaints, or adminiſtering 
to their Relief where it was required. Should the French Government perſiſt in 
ſuch Conduct; ſhould they reje& with Inſult the Propoſals to which I ſhall pre- 
ſently call your Lordſhips Attention; ſhould they again refuſe to liberate Sir 
Sidney Smith, detained m open Violation of the Laws of Nations; it will then 
be for His Majeſty to conſider, how far the Protection he owes to his Subjects will 
require of him, however reluctantly, to retaliate on all thoſe of France that now 
are, or may hereafter be in His Power; and to make public in this Country and 
throughout Europe, the numerous and unequivocal Proofs of Forbearance and 
_ Conciliation by which (fruſtrated in His anxious and repeated Efforts for the Re- 
ſtoration of Peace) He has ſo long attempted to avert this Aggravation of the 
% ⸗ꝙẽ 0 d Ein ß rn Oi an Joie 
His Majeſty's Heſitation in recurring to this Extremity, after the frequent Dif- 
_ appointments already experienced with reſpect to Sir Sidney Smith, muſt con- 
vince the French Government how repugnant ſuch a Meaſure muit prove to His 
Majeſty's Feelings; but if, upon this laſt Repreſentation, His Anxiety to obtain 
Juſtice for that gallant Officer, without departing from the Lenity and Juſtice 
ſhewn to thoſe of France in this Country, ſhould again be miſtaken or diſre- 
garded, He will then (chough certainly not without ReluCtance) endeavour to 
_ enforce it, by adopting a ſimilar Line of Conduct toward not leſs than 20,000 
French Priſoners whom the Chance of War has thrown into His Hands. _ 
The Steps it is His Majeſty's Pleaſure your Lordſhips ſnould cauſe to be taken, 
without Delay, to prevent theſe Calamities, or (if they cannot be avoided) to 
place beyond all Doubt the Quarter to which they muſt be traced, arc: 


idſt. To renew the Demand already made through Mr. Charretie to the French 
Government, for a Paſſport to Captain Cotes, to enable him to proceed to 
France as Agent of Priſoners for this Country, and to require, at the ſame Time, 
a poſitive Explanation, whether it is intended to prevent his viſiting the Depots of 
Engliſn Priſoners, wherever they may be, within the Limits of the Republic, or 
to reſtrain him to reſide within the Limits of any particular Town or Diſtrict, or 
othewiſe to refuſe him any of the Indulgences and Privileges granted to the 
French Agent of Priſoners in England, the Nature and Extent of which Your 
| Lordſhips will take care to have fully ſtated to the French Government.—Your 
Lordſhips will perceive, that theſe Enquiries are neceſſary with a View to our 
1 Agent in France being placed upon the ſame Footing with the French Agent here 
br, if this Point cannot be obtained, without the ſmalleft Delay to regulate ou; 
© Bchaviour to Mr. Charretie by the Treatment Captain Cotes may expect to mee 
with in France. CE „ wy 


2nd, Yo. 
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2nd. TYourLonifhips are to give the neceſſary Orders for propoſing to the French 
Government (either through Captain Cotes, if his Paſſport ſhould be received in 
Time, or through Mr. Charretie) to eſtabliſh a General Cartel of Exchange be- 
tween the Two Countries, upon the very liberal Terms offered in conformity 
to my Letter of the 15th March 1797, and for diſtinctly informing them, at the 
*ſame Time, that His Majeſty will on no Account agree to exceed the Number 
therein offered, of 1,000 Priſoners in Advance, upon the general Balance of 
Exchange. 
If this Cartel ſhovld be igreed to, the Liberacion of Sir Sidney Smith becomes 


no longer a Matter of — but if it ſhould be te cds Tu. Lordſhips 
are then: 


3dly. To take the fame Steps for making a formal Demand to the French 

Government, to allow Sir Sidney Smith the uſual Indulgence of Parole, and other 
| Privileges granted to Officers of his Rank, in conformity to the former Notes 
delivered on this Subject; and in caſe of Non-compitance, or an unſatisfactory 
Anſwer, your Lordſhips will forthwith give the neceſſary Orders that all French 
Officers on Parole, without any Exception, in His Majeſty's Dominions, may be 
ſent into ſtrift Confinement, and deprived of every Privilege and Indulgence to 
which they are now entitled beyond choſe allowed to Private Men. 


His Majeſty i is unwilling to believe that he ſhall be compelled to recur to this 
Act of Rigour, and diſpoſed as He is to hope for a more favourable Termination 
ok this Diſcuſſion, He has commanded me, with a View of rendering this pleaſ- 
ing Alternative ſtill more conducive to the Advantage and Cornfort of the re- 
ſpective Priſoners of each Country, to inſtruct your Lordſhips to give Orders, 
1 Propoſals ſhould. be made to the French Government to the following 
Effect: 
That the Priſoners of each Comnry cefpeRtively/thalt be provided | in the 88 
; by which they are detained, with Subfiftence, Medicines, Clothing, and Medical 


Aitendance, by the Country to which they belong; the Power by "which they are 


_ detained interfering only in as much as may be neceſſary for preſerving and en- 


forcing the proper Regulations of Controul and Police over them, as At preſent 
eſtabliſhed and objerved. 


In order to give Effect to this Propoſal, it al of courſe be neceſſary that 
the Two Parties ſhould agree to afford Protection to the Agents employed by 
_cach reſpectively, in procuring Subſiſtence, Medicines, or Clothing, and to the 
Attendants on the Sick. Theſe, and any other Regulations of Detail it may be 

neceſſary to eſtabliſh, for ſecuring to the Priſoners of each Country the Benefits of 


this Propoſal, will naturally occur to the Commiſſioners for taking Charge of 


Priſoners of War, in framing Inſtructions for Captain Cotes, or the Perſon 
who may be charged to negociate with the French Commiſſioners on this Subject, 
provided the Principle of the Propoſal. is acceded to by che French Govern- 
. 
4 ſhall therefore confine myſelf for the proſent to "ſacs to your n the 
Motives which have induced His Myeſty te to give Orders that this Propolal ſhould | 
be made without Loſs of Time. 8 
It would be inconſiſtent with Candour he” Juſtice fu either "WY to Fange 
that every Complaint 1 it receives with reſpect to the Treatment of its Priſonerts 
by the other, is founded in Truth. Some may be the Effect of Paſſion, Pre- 
judice, and wilfu] Miſcepreſentation ; and many have no other Origin than the 
Difference of the Diet, Mode of Living, Medical Attendance, and other Cir- 
cumſtances peculiar to the Manners and Habits of each Nation. Theſe Dif- 
ferences are perhaps ſtronger marked in thoſe Claſſes which are moſt liable to be 
captured i im a between England and France, than | in molt other Situations 


of 
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of Liſe, and conſequently the Effects of them on their Comfort are more ſenſibly 
felt. 

In many Inſtances, I am perſuaded, the Complaiati of a French Prifoner may 
be traced to thoſe very Caules in which an Engliſhman would find Relief, and vice 
ver /d. 

For Example, the Subſiſtence allowed to the French Priſoners (in Health or 
Sicknei3) in England, is no leſs liberal than to the Britiſh Soldiers. Poſſibly 
the Engliſh Priſoners in France may be ſubſiſted upon a Scale equally favourable, 


with a Reference to their own 1 1 roops z ; and yet numberleſs Complaints on this 


Head have been made againſt each Country, ſince the Commencement of the 
preſent War. In ſhort, this Poſition appears ſo obvious, that I do not appre- 
hend it can be conteſted by the French Government. In ſtating it, have aſſigned 
the principal Advantage of the Propoſal, which, conſidered in this Point of View 
only, cannot be rejected without implying an Indifierence to any Meaſure which, 
without 1njuring the Rights or Intereſts of Nations engaged in War, tends fo 
materially to allevi ate the inevitable Calamities of that unfortunate Situation. 
Under this Propoſal no Alteration is made in tue Rights of either Govern- 
ment over its Priſoners, as cltabuthed by the State of War between civilized Na- 
tions. Whatever Power that Right gives to the Captor over their Perſons and 
Liberty, will remain the ſame ; but it is a Right which does not create the Obl:- 
gation of providing for the Wants of thoſe over whom it is exerciſed, and in Point 
of Fact, a Part of choſe Wants (nameiy the Clothing) though gencrally ſupplied in 
the firſt Inftance by the Captor, has uſually been deti ayed by the adverſe Power, 
whenever the Return of Price, or other Circuqmſtances, v rould admit of the Ex- 
pences incurred by each Party in this particular Branch being compared and 


ſettled between them. This I am ready to admit has not been the conſlant 


Practice at the Concluſion of a War, becauſe ſometimes Diſcuſſions and Claims 


of this Nature are diſpoſed of by ſome Article of the Treaty of Peace; but the 


Right which each Power has to bring forward ſuch Claims, unleſs they are ſo 
determined, is uſually acht owledged 1 in the Carrels, and hers no Cartel exiſts, 
admitted and acted upon by the Commiſſioners or otter OQthicers charged by the 
reſpective Governments with ev ery Thing that relates to the e 2nd Cuſtody 
of Priſoners of War. 5 

Indeed, ſo far the French Government I underFand has ah ready anticipated this 


| Propotal, by authorizing Mr, Charretié to inform the Commiiſioners for taking 
Charge of Priſoners of War (in Aniwer to a Re preſentation they had made upon 


the Subj: ct) that they would provide Clothing for the Prioners 1 in England. M. 
Object is, that in the ſame Manner, and upon the fame Grounds, "Rue thouid de 
Droiden with Subſiſtence, WE nes, and Medical Attendance... 


Ik this Propoſal be accepted, Complaints and Recruninations can no longer 
exiſt between the reſpective Governments ; ; and the Fate of Py [ndividual! o 


which 1t relates, will probably be meltorated. 

In Healt ty: their Mode of living will be more conformable” to their NG. 
Habits. In Sickneſs, they will be leſs apt to miſtruſt the Skill of their Attend- 
ants, or to queſtion the Intereſt they may take in their Preſervation. On all 
Occaſions, they will be relieved from the Suſpicion, that the Hand which Supplies 
their Wants, and miniiters to their Comfort, is directed by chat Spirit of indivi- 
dual Hoſtility, which is tco often the Conſequences of the | prejudices and En- 
nity excited by the State of War between Nations. 


Deeply 1 mpreſſed with the Humanity of the Propofal, and with the Facility of 
Carrying it into Execution, iis Mazeſty end certains a fan nin Hope that it Will! 


not be rejected by the French Government; but if His Expectation of forms 
juisfaftory Arrangement ſhould be diſappointed, His N chiaks it prope 


G &@ chat : 


* 
ity 
* 
8 4 
1 
4 
7 
47 '} 
g 14 
1 
1 
. 
we” 
N * 
1 
1 


2 . 2 
En UG on 2 


* 
* 


7 
— — 


— 


118 PRISONERS OF WAR. — Appendix, Ne 52. 


that it ſhould at the Outſet be ſignified to the French Government, that from that 
Time, no further Complaint relative to the Treatment of French Priſoners in 
England will be attended to, or receive any other Anſwer, than a Renewal] of the 
above Propoſal, which His Majeſty conſiders as the molt obvious and effectua! 
Remedy for all ſuch Complaints. It is alſo equally deſirable, that the French 
Government ſhould underſtand, that this is not the only Conſequence that woult 
' reſult from a Refuſal to accede to this Propoſal: His Majeſty would then fee! 
it a Duty incumbent on him, to diminiſh as much as poſſible the Burthens His 
People are obliged to bear for the Support of the French Priſoners, and for this 


Purpoſe, inſtead of maintainin ig them (as at preſent) at an Expence equal to that 
of che Britiſh Soldier, and upon a Footing in every Re ſpect no leſs liberal, the 


Allowance ſhonld be confined indiſcriminately for all, within the Limits ſtrictly 


neceſſary for their Subſiſtence; a Situation which, however different from the one 


to which they have hitherto Aa accuſtomed, would ſtill be preferable to that 


which, in too many Inftances, He has Reaſon to apprehend. H1s faithful Subjects 


even now endure in France. 

Should His Majeſty be compelled to this 11 Act of Duty, it will be His 
anxious and conſtant With to be relieved from it as ſoon as poffible ; but this 
can only be brought about by the Acquieſcence of the French eee in 
a juſt and equal Exchange, and in His Propolal to Provide {Or its own Priioncrs 
in England. 


L have now ſtated to your Lordſhips His Maj eſty⸗ 5 Commands on this in 


portant Subject, in the exact Execution of which it is His 9 s Pleaſure tha 


no Time ould be loſt, according to the Diſpoſition the French Government may 
maniſeſt in anſfwer to > the Commur; ications you are hereby direct ed to "MARE. 


an 
My Lor de, 1 
&c. &c. &c. 


 Ikury Dundas. 


— — 
on —— — * 
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Copy of a LET TER from the Right Honourable Hexzy Duxbpas to 
; the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. oe 


- Lops, 1 So» 5 1 Parliament Street, bit OR tober 1707. 


HERE is too much Reaſon to apprehend, from our Experience of the 


Behaviour of the French Government in the Diſcuſſions which have hitherto 
1 place reſpecting Priſoners of War, that they will be but little inclined to 


give Way to His Majeſty's juſt Demands and Propoſals, as ſignified in my other 
Diſpatch of this Date (which it is His Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhould be communicaced _ 


do M. Charretie, and through him to the French Commiſſioners of Exchange) 


until ſome Step is taken, at the ſame Time, to prove to the Freach Government, 


tha: His Majeſty is ſeriouſly reſolved to execute His Intentions as therein ſtated: 


The Object of this ſeparate Letter 1s therefore to ſignify to your Lordſhips His 
Majeſty's? leaſure, that at the ſame Time that Communication is made to M. 


Charretiéè of my other Letter, he is to be directed to repair immediately to Ban- 


bury in Oxlordſhire, and to reſide within the Limits of that TONE and of Mi 
1 
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Mile ther cof, until he ſhall be enabl d to give an | Anſwer from his Government | 
reſpecting Captain Cotes's Pallport, w hen, according to the Explanation given „ 
with ſuch Paſſport, he will be apprized of His Maj -Ity's further Commands. | 
It may alſo be right to apprize N. Charretie, that he is to confine his Cor- 10 
reſpondence, either with the Priſoners in this Country, or with France, to ſuch ff 
Points only as are cc nnected with the Service on which he is employed a thie "It 
Kingdom, 000 
I take this Opportun! ty to e che Receipt of your Lords ſhips Letter N 
of the 27th Ultimo, tranſmitting On- from the Commiſſioners for conducti ng the ol 
'E- ranfport Service, and taking Charge of Priſoners of War, to your Lordſhrps, | 
and Copics of the Arrété of the Fren ch Directory, of the 28t th Auguſt. The 
Propoſals contained in the Arreic are anf 1 by thoſe communicated in my bi 
other Letter of this Date, from which His jcity is reſolved not to depart. Eo Wil 
have no Obſervation to make on the unzuthorize 260 Acceptance of ſuch Conditions 
by Mr. Swinburne, except, that it may be proper for your Lordſhips to tranſmit _ 5 46 
to him, an Order to return without waiting for his Succeſſor, and to M. Charretié, | 1 
for the Information of the French Commiſtioners of Exchange, that no further i 
Communication will be received, or Anſwer tranſmitted through him, on any | 
Subject relative to his late Miſſion. : > | 0 
Es e | I am, | | | ak | 

My Lords, &c. | 

; wat Dundas. 


89 
Copy of a LETTER from M. ChaRxRETIE“ to the Commiſſioners for the 
Franſport Service, &c. dated 15th October 1797; with a Decree of the 
Exccutive Directory, dated 13th September 1797 :z—Anqd Trantlations, 


—_ 


1 res Walcot Place, | le 24 Vendemfaire, 
An. 6 de la Republique Francaiſe, Une et 
 Tndivifible, ou le 15 Octobre 797. 


Le Commiſſaire de la Republique Francaiſe aupres de FA 00 7 
Bricannique, pour V'Echange des Priſonniers de Guerre, a Meſſieurs 
les Commiffionnaires Bricanniques, cha 1855 de la” me me Adminiſtra- 
tion. DT 


Mrss1EURS, 


I E ſuis charge par le Miniftre de la Marine et des Colonies, de vous tranſmettre 
Cop ie de Deux Ariete: qua pris le Directoire Exécutif, l'Onze et Vingt-ſept 
du Mois de Fructidor dern: ner, pour dEclarer le Commodore Sidney Smith, Pri- 
ſonnier de Guerre, déferminer le Mode de fon Echany Se, ct les Conditions Hl 
| auxquelles ih eſt accordẽ. ke ceo modo 
Je tus expreſsement 1equis de tener la Main a leur e Jars er de 
vous notifier de plus : rr 


_— Þ.—L/Oppoſition formelle de mon Goureracment 3..ce Anne 
Pr ilonniers, a autres que ccux que je deſignerai moi-mèmg. 10 


11˙.— 


Four Copie conforme, 
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17 0 1! ne ſera renvoye de. Priſonniers en Maſſe, que ſur V'Etat nominatif, 


que j'aurai 'Honneur de vous delivrer. 


IIP.— Que tous Priſonniers Francais, qui obtiendront directement de vous, 


Meſſieurs, leur Echange, ou leur Renvoi fur Parole, fans juſtifier de mon Ad- 


heſion, ſeront reputes non echanges et renvoyes en Angleterre. 


Vous voudrez bien, Meſſieurs, me communiquer la Reponſe,. prompte et 
catẽgorique, de votre Adminiſtration, pour que je fatislafſy au Veeu du Mi- 
niſtre, en la lui tranſmettant fans Dela. 

Je ſuls, reſpectueuſement, : 
- DEE. 


Jean Charretis. | 


N. B,—A Copy of the Arretc of the 11th Fructidot, mentioned in 
the above Letter, is incloſed in Tir. Swimburne's Letter to the Tranſport 
Board, dated 10th September 179/. OG 


E G4TLIT E. LIBERTE. 


Extrait des REGIST RES des Deliberations « du Directoire Execucit. 


Paris le 27 Fructid or, l' An. Cinq de a 
Re publique Francaite, Une et Indiviſible. 


"LE. Diredoire recall, ſur le Rapport du Miniſtre de la Marine et den 


Colonies, Arrète: 


Article I—Le Commodore Sidney Smith et le 8. Wright, 155 Serreteſte 


"aftuollement derenus au Temple, auront la Faculté de communiquer par Ecrit 
d'une Maniere oſtenſible avec 1e Commiſtaire Britannique, charg 


Te de! Echange 
des Priſonniers. 


Article II. Des que le Gouvernement Britznnique aura ratific les Diſpoſitions 


de FAricte du Onze Fructidor relatives a Sidney Smith, il ſera procece a ſon 
Elargiſſement, et il fe rendra ſur Parole dans le lieu du Cautionnement qui lui ſera 
fixc, pour y reſter jusqu'a Venticre Execution de PArrètẽ fus-mentionne. C'eſt | 
a dire, jusqu' apres le Renvoi en France de Quatre mille Prifonniers en fm ae-16 
0 Balance rẽſultante des Echanges reſpectifs, delquels Quatre mille Hommes, il ne 

ſera tenu compte a Þ Angleterre, que lors du Traite de Paix definitif, 


Article 11. —Le Secretaire du Commodore Sidney Smith ſuivra le Sort de ce 


Priſonnier. 


To Miniſtre de! la 


Larine et des Colonies, eft charge de I E Exẽcution d du preſent 
Arrete. 


Pour Ex pe: dition conforme, le y reſident du 1 DireQoire Exccutit, 


| | (Signs) | ; M. Reveilliere 2 | 
Par le Directoire Executif, s Secrètaire Geatral, 


 (Signe) Tua Garde. 
Pour Copie conforme, . 
(S ignẽ) Pleville Le hee 


Jean Charretic. 
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TRANSLATI o N. 


Walcot place, London, 


TO V — or 15th October 1797. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I AM directed by the Miniſter of Marine and of Colonies, to tranſmit to 
you a Copy of Two Decrees of the Executive Directory, of the 11th and 27th 
of the Month of Fructidor la't (or 28th of Auguſt and 13th of September 


1797) declaring Commodore Sir Sidney Smith a Priſoner of War, fixing the 


Mode of his EXCOADGE, and the Conditions upon which that Exchange 1s to be 
granted, 


I am expreſsly required to infiſ upon their literal Execution; and, beſides, to 


notify tO you : 


iſt. The formal Refuſal of my Government to Adele the Return of 290 
Priſoners, except thoſe whom I ſhall myſelf point out. 

2d. That the Prifoners ſhall not be exchanged en Maſſe, except A to 
the Lit which I ſhall have the Honour to deliver to you. 


3d. That all French Priſoners who ſhall obtain an Exchange, or be releaſed 


immediately by you, Gentlemen, without my CONCUTFEITE, ſhall be conſidered as 
not exchanged, and ſent back to England. 


You will have the Goodneſs, Gentlemen, to communicate to me a prompt and 


categorical Anſwer from your Board on theſe Subjects, in order that I may com- 
ply with the Deſire of the Miniſter, in | tranſmitting! it to him without Loſs of 


Time. 
1 am reſpeRfully &c. 


TH Charretie. 


QUALITY. LIBERTY. 


EX TRACTS 8 the MIN UTES of the Deliberations of the 
Executive Directory. 


Paris, 4 27th ETD (ah . 


Fifth Year of the French Republic, One and Indivi iäble. 
THE Exccative Dire&tory, upon the 3 of the Miniſter of Marine and of 


2 the Colonies, decrees : 


Article J. Commodore Sidney Smith and bis Secremry Wright, now con- 


fined | in the Temple, ſhall have Liberty to correſpond in Writing, in an open and 


public Manner, with the Britiſh Agent for the Exchange of Pr: Toners: 


Article 11.—As ſoon as the R- aſh Government ſhali have ratified the Stipula- 
tions of the Decree of the 175 Fructidor (or 28th Avguft) relatively to Sidney 
Smith, Steps ſhall be take or his Liberation, and he ſhall repair to the Place of 
Parole, that ſhall be appo:3ced for im, tlicre to remain until the Decree before 


mentioned ſhall have b- ca completely fulfilled; that is to lay, until after the Reſto- 

ration to France of 4, 000 French Frifoners, over and above the Balance reſulting 
from the reſpective Exchanges; which 4,000 Men ſhall not be accounted for to 
England until after the deGaitive Treaty of Peace. 


Article III. — The Secretary of Commodore Siduey Seth ſhall expe rience the 1 


5 ſame Treatment as chat Pritoner. DO 


FH h 3 7 


i ; 
- wk 
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The Miniſter of Marine and Colonies IS charged with the Execution of the 
Preſent Decree. 
A true Copy, 


(ben Reveilliere Lepeaux, 
Preſident of the Executive Directory. 


By the Executive Directory, 
* La Garde, 
| Secretary General. 
A true Copy, 
| (Signed) | Pleville 2 Pelly 
A true Copy, 
(Signed) In. Charretie. 


N 55. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Commilianers for the Tranfoort Service, 
Kec. to M. ChaRRETIE- :—Dated the 18th of October 1797 
| Sm. 1 95 
IN Anſwer to your Letter of the 15th Inſtant, incloſing Copies of Two Ar- 
reètẽs of the Executive Directory, on the Subject of Sir Sidney Smith, we mult 


refer you to our Letter of the 12th of laſt Month. 


We cannot poſſibly conſent to your being permitted to ſelect ſuch F 
as you may think fit to be ſent to France in Exchange for Britiſh ; but in embark- 


ing them we ſhall not fail to attend to Priority of Capture, as far as Equality of 
Ranks will admit. —You will recollect, Sir, that Mr. Swinburne has not been al- 
| Jowed any ſuch Authority, nor ever permitted to viſit any One of the Places 
wherein Britiſh Priſoners have been confined, ſince he went to F rance; whereas, 


you have not, until very lately, and for the Reaſons we gave you in our Letter 


of the 26th of laſt Month, been refuſed the Liberty of going to the Priſons 1 in this 
Country, and communicating, without . with the French . 


We are, ke. OR . 85 
| (Signed) fads Ca | 
Ambroſe Serle. 
John Schank. 

John Marſh. 
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N. 56. 


Extract of a LETTER from Mr. Swixsuzne to the Commiſſioners 
for the Tranſport Service, &c.:—Dated Fontainebleav, 26th October 0 


1797: . - — — 


TRANSMIT a Letter from the Femme of Exchange, which you will . i 
not peruſe without a Smile, when you recolle& chat the French Government Wil 
has ſcarce in any Place beſtowed a ſingle Rag ypon our Priſoners. 


N* 5%. A. e ö 


Copy of a LETTER from the Commiſſion of Exchange to Mr. 
SWINBURNE :—Dated Paris, 20th October 1797- | | 4 


5 | | | | Paris, 29 Vendemidire; r An. 6 | 

ee | | 5 15 | (20th Octobet 1797.) | | — 

NOUS avons FHonnevr de vous prevenir, Monſieur, que le Miniſtre —— 

vient d'expe dier circulairement des Ordres, pour faire ceſſer toute Eſpece de Four- .: 
niture Havillement aux Priſonniers de Guerre, Cette Meéſure il faut Vavouer 
eſt contraire à ce qui s'eſt toujours prarique entre les Puiſſances Beiligerentes, 
mais notre Gouvernement ne Va adoptee qua VExemple, que vient de lui en 

donner le votre. 
5 „ (Signed) . * Colt an. 5 
1 - Granet. Wl 


P. L. Deſſai ine. 


TRANSL AT 1 O N. 
S 
WE have the Honour to acquaint you, Sin, that the Miniſter has juſt 
Alpe atched Circular Orders to ſtop the furniſhing of Clothing of every Deſcription 
to the Priſoners of War. This Meaſure, it will be allowed, is contrary to what 
bas always been the Practice between B-Iligerent Powers, but our Government, 
in | adopting it, has only followed the Example given by pak 'S, 


- (Signed) G. J. Cittrar. i 


Granct. 


2B Deſſane. | f 4 


_— 9 

TD —C———_—_— — — 

y — r —— 
EW — - 


de Marine de Fe e 
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N' 57. ON 
Copy of a LETTER from M. CnaRRTTIEE to the Commiſſioners 
for the Tranſport change &c. ;—Dared Bath, the you Octover 
N 


South Parade, Bath, le ro Brumaire, An. * 


(3iſt October 1797 
Piston 


* regu la Lettre que vous m' avez fait 1 Honneur de m'ecrire, le 27 de i Te 
Mois, renfermant le Rapport de voire Agent de Portcheſter, et le Certificat du 
Chirurgien en Chef de l' Hopital de ce Depot de Priſon, a Vappui, atteſte par 


Deux Officiers de Santé Frengais, Je mettrai beaucoup d' Importance et d' Em- 


preſſement a faire paſſer ces Pieces, a la Commiſſion des Echanges, ;ſeante a 


1 Paris, pour dejouer la Malignité de VEditeur de la Feuille du Poſtillon de 


Calais, qui avant d'inſèrer un Paragraphe, auſſi indecent, et injurieux a votre 
Humanite, aurait du prendre des renſeigneinens, aupres du Sous-Commiſſaire 


Je ſuis, reſpectucuſement, 
Mieſſieurs, 


Votre tres humble et tres obeiſſant, 
8 Charretie. 


TRANSLATION. | 
| GenrTLEMEN, | 


'I HAVE received oh Lanes, which you did me the Honour t to addreſs to 
me the 27th Inſtant, inctoling the Report of your Agent at Portcheſter, and the 


CTeertificate of the chief Surgeon of the Hoſpital of that Priſon, ſupported by an 
Atteſtation of Two French Surgeons. 1 ſhall deem it of the greateſt Importance 


to tranſmit thoſe Documents, without the leaſt Delay, to the Commiſſion of Ex- 


changes at Paris, for the Purpoſe of defeating the Malice of the Editor of the 


News- paper, the Poſtillon de Calais, who, before he had inſerted a Paragraph ſo 
indecent and injurious to your Humanity, ought to have applied t to the Sub- 


Commilſary of Marine at Fecamp for Information. 
| Tr I am, &c. = 
In. Cbarretit. 


N- 58. 


- Com: of a LETTER 8 Mr. Secretary Donpas| to the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 


Parliameut Street Noren ber ro 170%. 


Mv 3 | 


HAVE received and laid 3 . King: your 1 1 of che 7th 
Inſtant, incloſing Copies of T'wo Letters from Mr. Swinburne to the Com- 


miſſioners for conducting His Majeſty“ 5 Tranſport Service, and _ Charge of 1 5 


His 
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His Majeſty could not read the Account of the Hardſhips to which Mr. 


Swinburne apprehends our Priſoners will be expoſed in France, without feeling 
the greateſt Anxicty to know the Determination of the French Government re- 


ſpecting the Propoſals tranſmitted through Mr. Charretié, in conformity to my 


Letter to your Lordſhips of the 6th Ultimo. His Majeſty would certainly be 
juſtified in conſidering, from this Moment, their protracted Silence on theſe Pro- 
poſals as a Refuſal to accede to them; but, from His earneſt Deſire to avoid 


recurring to the rigorous Meaſures to which that Refuſal muſt lead, until every 


Chance of obtaining Redrets by other Means ſhall be exhauſted, it is His Ma- 
_ jeſty's Pleaſure char an official Notification ſhould forthwith be made to the 
French Government through Mr. Charretié, that unleſs a favourable Anſwer 18 


reccived before the 25th Iuſtant, to His Majeſty's juſt Demands reſpecting Cap- 


tain Sir Sidney Smith, and to His Propoials relative to the Victualling, Cloth- 


ing, and Medical Attendance of the Priſoners of War reſpectively detained in 
this Country and in France, contained in my Letter to your Lordſhips above 


mentioned, all the Meaſures therein ſtated will be ſtrictly enforced; and it is His 
Majeſty's Pleaſure that your Lordfhips give immediate Directions for their being 
carried into Effect. from that Day, in the Manner therein me ationed, 


I am, My Lords, 
Tour Lordſhips 
Moſt obedient humble Servant, 
Henry Dundas. 


N* 59. 


"Cas of a LETTER from the "Commillitiices: for the Tranſport 
Service, Ke. t NM. CHARRETIE :—Dated the 13th November 


1797. 
Six, | 


WE are directed by the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, to acquaint you, for the Information of the French Govern- 
ment, that, unleſs a favourable Anſwer is received before the 25th Inſtant, to 


His Majeſty's juſt Demands reſpecting Captain Sir Sidney Smith, and to His 


| Majeſty's Propoſals relative to the Victualling, Clothing, and Medical Attendance | 


of the Priſoners of War reſpectively detained in this Country and in France, 


contained in our Letter of the 12th of laſt Month, and which you acknowledged 
the Receipt of in your's to us of the Day following, all the Meaſures therein 
ſtated will be ſtrictly enforced ; and we have received. Dire&ions for carrying the 


ſame into immediate Effect, from the aforeſaid 25th Inſtant, in the Manner 
2 mentioned in our ſaid Letter of rhe 12th of laſt Month. 


Me are, &,  Rvuf' George. 
„„ Ambroſe Serle, 
John © chank, 3 
Mi A Otway, 

John Marſh. 
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Ne 60. 


Copy of a LETTER from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſ) port Service, &c. to 
Captain Corzs :—Dated the ft of December 1797. 


Sin, . | Res . 
H AVIN G, by our Warrant under Date of the a 25th Auguſt, appointed you our 

Agent, to reſide in France for the Purpoſe of attending to the Relief of ſuch: 
Britiſh Subjects as now are, or may hercafter be detained as Priſoners of War in 
that Country, and carrying on, under our Direction, the Exchange of Priſoners, 
in the Room of Henry Swinburne, Eſq; and the French Government having 
agreed to admit you in ſuch Capacity, and tranſmitted through M. Charretic, 
the French Agent for Priſoners of War in London, the neceſſary Faſſport, we 
direct you to proceed to Paris without Loſs of Time, as our Agent accordingly ; 
and immediately after your Arrival there, to demand of the French Government, 
through the Miniſter of Marine, or other proper Channel, Permiſſion to viſit all the 
Depots for Britin Priſoners in that Country, as often as vou may judge neceſſary; 
taking Care to inform the French Government, that whatever Privileges or In- 
duigences may be allowed to yOu the fame will be granted to M. Charretic: in 
this Country ; and that, on the other Hand, if any Reſtrictions are laid on you, 
to prevent the free Exerciſe of your Functions, the like will be ſtrictly obſerved 
towards their Agent here : The Reſult of this Application, and the Communi- 
cation that is to accom pany it, you are to report to us, with as little Delay as 
poſſible, in order that we may be able to give you tuch further Inſtructions for 
your Guidance, as Circumſtances may render neceſſary. 

Vou are alſo to inform the French Government, that as they did not think 
proper to make any Reply to the Propoſitions contained in Mr, Secretary Dun- 
das's Letter to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, dated the 6th of Oc- 
tober laſt, a Copy of which was tranſmitted to them by us, through M. Char- 
rerie, on the 12th of the fame Month, and of which a Copy will be deliv red to 
you herewith, Orders have, with great Reluctance, been given, that all the French 


Priſoners that were on Parole in thi is Country, ſhould be put into Confinement, 


and that the Ration of Proviſions to French Priſoners ſhould be educed, agree- 
ably to what the French Government was apprized would be the Conſequence of 
their not acceding to the Propoſitions in Mr. Secretary Dundas's afore- mentioned 
Letter, and thoſe Orders are now carrying into Execution. 
For your Information and Guidance, we have directed that you be furniſhed. 
with Copics ot the ſeveral Regulations relative to French Priſoncrs of War in this 
Saunen and of the Allowances made t to them. 


We are, & c. 

% en | Ambroſe Serle, 5 
Will” A416) Otway, 
Tu Marth. 
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O f 
N* 61. 
Extract of a LET 1E R from Captain Corss to the Commit. 
r the Tranſport Service, &c. dated Paris, 12th December 


this Day at Two o'Clock J bad an Audience with the Commiſion of the Ma- 
rine. To- 1110 Drfow Tam to ice tlie NUNREr on that Department; but as the Poſt 
goes for E. gland before tlie Hour appointes © I can only impart to you the Re- 


T BEG Leave to inform you that I arrived here Yeſterday Evening, and that 


ſult of my Communication with the 5 56 zioners 
After they had read my C9 nNMmIiſſion, and the Orc lers I was directed to 17 5 rt 

to them, I was given to underſtand chor an ISA nfw er to the Demands made, had 

ſent to Mr. unclas's Lette Ty in which the D L21FECTOTY agree to the utmoſt 1 
of the Board's Re que t, as far as it concerns ri ie, in regard to viſiting the Priſons, 
allowing me the! 1 iderty and Indulgene e, in all Reſpects, which their Agent 
is to have in E nglat nd, and | ting, that both Countries ſhall maintain their own 
Priſoners. | 55 in 1 2 85 the. Copy of the A775 of the Directory, in which you will 
perceive no Mention 13 raace of Sir Sidney Smith. I thought it my Duty to ſtate that 
his Retcate « on Parole appe: 0 to me to be the Baſis of an Exchange; but they 
more. Te, that it was 6 7 no Means conceived ſo on their Part, char the Pro- 
poſal they had made of Four t thoul. ind Men h. ad been rejected, and conſequently 


was no Object of Diſcuſſion. 

My next Queſtion was, whether Sir Sidney Smith was to "be con! ſidered as a 
Priſoner of War? the Anſwer was, 1“ of on Temple,” On my repeating the 
Queſtion, they ſaid, that if the Condition th: y propoſed had been complied with, 


he would have been conſidered as a Priſoner of War, from Indulgence and 


Humanity. To this 1 could make no Reply, knowing i it was not to be com- 
plied with. 1 


Ne 61. A. 


EGALITE OE LIBERTE. 


E xX TR A FT. des Regiſtres des Deliberations du DIR EC TOoIRE 


ExTCUrIr ;—Paris, le 19 Frum, An. 6 de la * 


LE Direcd äre 1 Fxccut if, A Compte qui lui a été rendu par le Ministre | 


de la Marine et des Colonies des Diſpoſitions du Gouvernement Anglais, 


relative ment à un Projet de Cartel Gener al or I Echange des Prilonniers de 


Guerre: ; ; —Arrete : 


Article I.—Le Capteaiti James Cotes, a-qu il. a E:6  expedic un Paſſeport, 


pour ſe rendre en France en Quai ite d' Agent des Prifonniers de Guerre Anglais, 
obtiendra, a ſon Arrivee, pour "Exerciſe « de ſes Fonctions, les Avantages et Fa- 


cilites don: le Com miffaire Frangais jouira a Londres. 


Article II. Auſſitôt VArrivee de cet Agent, la Comm Mon des 8 
| traitera avec lui d'un Cartel General, Wapres 1 Bites”: JC Convention Prelimi- 
naire, du 29 Pluvioſe, An. 5. (17 Fevrier 1797, V. S.) pairs entre les Com- 


miſſaires retpectits des Deux Nations, 


Article 


+. . 2 Þ x "— Ss * * — — 8 
———— m ˖‚— — . 
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Article III. —D'apres la Propoſition faite par le Gouvernement Britannique, : 


de charger les Agents reſpectifs de tous les Frais relatifs aux Priſonniers de Guerre 
des Deux Nations. le Miniftre de la Marine et des Colonies eſt autoriſe à donner 


des Ordres i I'Agent de la Republique Frangaiſe a Londres, pour faire fournir 


tant les Veternents, que la Subſiſtance et les eee aux Frangais, Pri- 


ſonniers de Guerre en Angleterre. 


Article IV. -A IV Arrivee de V Agent Britannique, il loi ſera notifie, que le 


meme Régime devra ètre ſuivi pour tous les Prifonniers de Guerre de fa Nation, 


dont le Traitement ſera à la Charge du Gouvernement Anglais, à compter du 
1 ou Agent de la e ſera Charge de ce Service en Angleterre. 


Le Miniſtre de la Marine et des Colonies ft: charge de Execution du prẽ- 


bent Arrete, qui r ne ſera pas 1mprime. 


Pour Expedition conforme, 
Le Preſident du Directoire 8 
1 Saane P. Barras. 


Par le Directoire Executif, 
Lie Secretaire General, | N 
(Signé) La Garde. 


Pour Copie conforme, 


> eee Plvili Lepelh 
Pour Copie contorme, 
Jean CParretie. 


TRANSLATION. 


| EQUALITY „ LIBERTY. 


EX TR Ne 1 the Regiſters of the Daliberations: of the b 
FExTCUTIVE DIRECTORY — Paris, the 19th Frais, 6th Year of _ 


the ND 
THE Executive Directory, on the Report which has been m 3 RY 
by the Miniſter of Marine and Colonies, reporting the Diſpoſition of the Engliſh 


Government relatively to a Projet of a General Cartel, for an Exchange 6 4 
Priſoners of War z—Decree: 


Article [ Tat Captain James Cotes, to whom a Paſſport has been AC 
patched, allowing kim to come to France in the Character of Agent for the 


Engliſh Priſoners of War, ſhall rocerve, on his Arrival, the ſame Accommoda- 


tions and Facilities ERA the French Commuary ſhall enjoy in London, in 
the Diſcharge of his Duties. 


Article II. Immediately on the Arrival of this Agent, the 8 85 


for Exchanges ſhall treat with him on the Subject of a General Cartel, conform- 
ably to the Baſis of the Preliminary Convention, dated the 29th Pluvioſe 5 
Tear (47th February 1797) ſettled * between che dee Commilſaries of 


both Nations. 
Article III. Agreeably to whe Propoſition made bs the Britiſh 1 


that the reſpective Agents ſhall be charged with all the Expences relating to the 
Priſoners of War of both Nations, the Miniſter of Marine and Colonies, is au- 
thorized to iſſue Orders to the Agent of the French Republic at London, for 
_ furniſhing Clothing, as well as Victualling and Medicines, for the French Pri- 


ſoners of War 1 in England. 
Article 
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Article IV. At the Arrival of the Britiſh Agent, it thall be notified to him 
that the ſame Regulation ſhall be followed with regard to all the Priſoners of 


Britiſh Government, and this Expence to be computed from the Day that the 


Agent of the Republic ſhall rake upon him the Expence of the like Service 1 in 
England. | 


The Miniſter of Marine and Colovicy is charged with the Execution of the 
e Decree, which ſhall not be printed. 


To be carried into inlmedie Effect. 


e P. Barras, 
Preſident of the Executive Director f 


By Order of the Executive Directory. 


(Siczaed) La Garde. 
A true Copy, 0 833 
_ (Signed) Pleville Lepelly, 
A true Copy, : 5 
(Signed) F* Charretic. 
Ne 62. 


Copy of "He LETTER Goa M. CHarRetE to the Miniſter of Marine at 


Paris :—Dared 29th Brumaire, 6th h Year (or 19th November 1797 ON 


— With! Tranſlation. 


'Crroven MixISTRE, 


Ex Repondant ſeparement à la Que ſtion des Fonds, dont m'entretient la 
5 derniere Diſpoſition de votre Lettre du 11 Brumaire, N? 14. (Bureau des 
Priſonniers de Guerre, ) qui me preſerir de continuer de porter la Conſolation 
dans l'Ame de nos infortunés Compratriotes, et leur renouveller la Confirma- 
tion de votre Solicitude non- ceſſante Yar leur Sort; m'annongant d'ailleurs, 


que je dois avoir Regu un Accompte de 60,009” ſur les Fonds Decadaires, et 


emploi d'une Somme aſſez conſiderable, pour couvrir les mere Depenies de 


y Habillement, &C. 


La Conſolation, Citoyr en \ Miniſtre, parvient encore juſgy' a Ame de F omme | 


infortune, retenu dans VHorreur des Priſons, quand ſes Beſoins ne ſont pas 


extremes, quand ſes Malheurs ne font pas a leur Comble, et quand enfin les 


Secours viennent encore jetter dans ſon Cœur quelle Lueur d' Eſpcrance: Mais, 
Citoyen Miniſtre, après tous ce que je leur ai dir, après tous ce que J'ai eu 'Hon- 


neur de vous dire de preſſant, ſur leur Situation horrible; et ſur celle ou je ſuis 
abandonnè, fans Reſſource, à la Merci d'une Foule de Creanciers, pouvant a 
Peine me procurer les Moyens de pourvoir à ma propre Subſiſtance; que voulez 
vous que je diſe d' Avantage? lorſque Je vois evidemment, que vous Ete trompe 
ſur les Diſpoſitions que vous faites à leur Egard. Depuis un Tems immente, 


il m'eſt annonce de vos Bureaux 50,000". Vous me parlez de 60,000", et Je 


.ne-vois. pas meme. arriver la premiere Obole d'aucune de ces Sommes. Si 
des Promeſles ſe trouvent ſans Effet, pour des Objets {acres et d'Urgence, dans 
un Service que Je ne pu plus continuer, Qua and verrai-Je ſe realiſer celles 
* wh | relatives 


War of his Nation, the Maintenance of whom ſhalf be at the Expence of the 
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relatives aux u Fonds à faire pour les Vètements? Ces Infortunes ſcront Mille fois 
Morts, et d' ne Mort douloureuſe et violente, avant qu'on puiſſe les ſecourir ; 
et {i deja des 9,000 environ confines a Norman Crols, pres de 3, 0 Malades, 
faute de Verements et d'un Surcroit de Subſiſtance, ſont à la V eille de perir, 
que ſera ce dans quelques Decades ? et fur qui tombera la Reſponſabilits de 
tant de Milliers de Victimes Enſevelies? Ma Correfpondence me juſtifiera aupres 
de mon Pays. 


Mon Ame opprefis, ſe refuſe & 7 ajouter àᷣ ce lugubre y Þ Abies la votre ſenſi- 
ble et dechiiẽe en le conſiderant, fe repreſentera toute PHorreur a'ane telle Si- 
tuation. I] eſt Auwourd! hui trop tard, et ces Secours, trop longtems artendus, 
n'arriveront jamais a Tems, quand toute Affaire ceffanie, vous ne vous occu— 
perez plus gue d'ordonner ct d' envoyer, {ans perte d'un Jour, d'une Heure, 
d'une Minute meme, les Fonds neceſſaires pour les arracher à une Morte 
certaine. 


11 ne vous reſte, Citoyen Miniſtre, dans les Meſures les plus rapides, que le 
ſeul eſpoir d'en ſauver les Reſtes, qu'un Temperament plus robuſte aura plus 
long conjerves à la Vie. Que ſera ce donc, fi le Gouvernement Anglais exccute 
la Nleſure de les precipiter tous dans I epouvantable Gouff re des Priſons, en les 
reduiſant à la ſimple Demie Ration ? 


Rien de plus effrayant au Monde, et rien de ff ferien Nur le Gouverne- | 
ment ! E! | | 


Jean Charretit, 


TRANSLATION. 


29th Brumaire, th Yah. 
For 1915 November 1797. ) 


8 Mix is TR, 5 5 
I MAKE a ſeparate Anſwer to the Queſtion, Rated in the laſt Paragraph of 
your Letter Ne 14, of the 11th Brumaire, directing me to continue to conſole 
our vatortunate Countrymen, and to renew to them the Confirmation of your 
conſtant Solicitude for their Fate; informing me at the ſame Time, that 60,000 
Livres has been remitted to me on Account, and that a Sum ſufficient to defray 
the Firſt Expences of Clothing, &c. would be placed at my Diſpoſal. Ly 
Conſolation, Citizen Miniſter, might be felt by the unfortunate Priſoners, ik 
their Wants and Miſery had not reached their Height, and if Aſſiſtance could 
reach them in Time, to give Foundation to their Hopes: But, Citizen Miniſter, 
after all that I have ſaid to them; after all that 1 have had the. Honour of 
writing to you concerning their horrible Situation, and that in which I myſelf 
am placed, without Reſources, at the Mercy of a Crowd of Creditors, ſcarcely _ 
able to find the Means of providing tor my own Subſiſtence, what would you 
have me ſay more, when I ſee clearly that you are deceived with reſpect to the 
| Meaſures which you take in regard to them. $50,000 Livres have Jong fince 
been announced to me by your Office. You now make mention of 60,009 
Livres, but I have no Intelligence of the Arrival of the Firſt Farthing of either 
of thoſe Sums. If Promites remain unexecuted, with reſpect co ſuch facred and 
_ neceſſary Objects, in a Service which I can no longer continue, when ſhall I ſee 
thoſe realized which relate to the providing of F unds for the Clothing of the Pri- 
ſoners ? Thoſe unfortunate People may meet with violent and painful Deaths 


before they can be relieved; and if out of about Nine thouſand now confined ar 


Norman 
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Norman Croſs, near Three thouſand, Sick for Want of Clothing, and an 
Increaſe of Diet, are already at the Eve of periſhing, what will be the Caſe ſome 
Time hence? And upon whom will the Reſponſibility fall for ſo many Thou- 
ſand Victims? My Correſpondence will juſtify rac in the Eyes of my Country. 
My Soul is ſo oppreſſed chat l cannot add to this melancholy Deſcription ; 
torn and afflicted as your's muſt be in conſidering it, you will caſily imagine all 
the Horrors of ſuch a Situation. It is now too late, and thoſe Succours I have fo 
long expected will never arrive in Time, even ſhould you, by ſetting aſide every 
ether Matter, attend only to ordering and remitting, without loling a Day, an 
Hour, even a Minute, the Funds neceffary for ſaving them from certain Death. 
However expeditious you may be, Citizen M. niſter, all you can hope for, is 
to ſave the Remains, whom Streng =th of Conſtitution may have kept longer alive. 
W hat then would be the. Caſe; If the Engliſh Government ſhould order the 


Meaſure of driving them all into the horrid” Abyls of Priſons, and of. reducing 


their Allowance to Half Ration, be put in Execution? 
Nothing in the World can be more dreadful, nothing more ſerious for the 
| Government! EE: 


75 Char retit, 


N? 63. 


Copy of an AF FIDAVIT made by Mr. Jams ade 


Agent for Priſoners of War at Norman Croſs :—Dared 


Peterborough, 5th December 1797. 
Gs x HE 8 = are to certify, that James Perrot, Agent he „ Paten af War at 


Norman Croſs, voluntarily maketh Cath, That to the beſt of his Knowledge 


and Behef, the Certificate and Affidavits given by Dr. Higgins, Phyſician, Mr. 
James. Magenais, Surgeon, and Meſfieurs Chatelin and Savary, the French 


Aſſiſtant Surgeons, to the Hoſpital at Norman Croſs Priſons, are ſtrictly true, 
5 correſponding with the Accounts Daily brought to him; and that the Number 
of Patients in the ſaid Hoſpital on the 19th Day of November laſt, were One 


hundred and Ninety-ſour, including Twenty-four Nurſes; and the whole Number 


of Priſoners, including the Sick, were on that Day confined in the ſaid Priſons, 
Five thouſand and Twenty-eight, and from the Firſt Eſtabliſnment never ex- 

ceeded Five thouſand One hundred and Seventy-eight, and that to the preſent 
Date only Fifty nine have died in the ſaid Hoſpital ; and further, to the beſt of 
his Knowledge, neither contagious or epidemie Diſorders has ever Prevailed i in 


8 the ſaid Hoſpiral or Priſons. = 


"Given under my Hand a „5 ES F. Perrot, Agent. 
Peterborough, this 15th — ” „ 
Day of December 1797, 

| H. Freeman. 
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No 64. 


Copy of an AFFIDAVIT made by the Phyſician and Sura 
geon at Norman Croſs.Priſon :—Dated Peterborough, 15th 
of December 1797- 


| W E the underſigned do voluararily certify upon ak, That the Number of 
Sick in the Hoſpital under our Care at Norman Croſs, on the 19th of 
November laſt, was One hundred and Ninety-four, including Twenty-fou: 
Nurſes ; that the Daily Number from the 7th of Auguſt was always leſs; and 
that at no one Period ſince the Commencement of the Eſtabliſhment did the 
actual Number exceed Iwo hundred and Sixty.—That the Priſons are ſyſtema- 
tically viſited and ſearched every Morning by the Surgeon or his Aſſiſtants, and 
that every Priſoner having feveriſn Symptoms, however gt 15 immediately 
removed to the Hoſpital. 
We do further teſtify, that there was no epidemic Diſeaſe or contagious Fever 
amonglt the Priſoners. 


þ 
i! 


See beter me at Peter- 5 f ; Jamal Higgins, M. D. 
borough, this 15th Day of _ Phyſician to Priſoners of War. 
December > + 7;  Fames Magennis, 


(Signed) H. Freeman. Surgeon to the Priſoners of War were. 


Ne 65. 


0 1 RTI FIC AT E of the French. Surgeons at Nonnan Croſs Priſon ; 
dated 15th December 1797 With Tranſlation. 8 


| Nous fouls. ſignẽés Chirurgiens Francais, Prifonniers de Guerre a 1 Norman 5 
Croſs, certifions volontairement, que, e 19 November dernier, le Nombre 
des Priſonniers alors dans HOpital de Norman Croſs, etoit de Cent quatre | 
Vingt quatre, y compris Vingt quatre Infirmiers; que ce Nombre n'a pas été 
plus conſiderable depuis le 7 7 d' Abu, et que les Priſonniers ſont viſitẽs tous les 
Matins Par les Chirurgiens majors, ou par les ſous Chirurgiens ; lorſque les 
Priſonniers ſont amenes A | 'Hopital, ils y ſont Regus ſoit que - Jeur Maladie ſoit 
legere ou grave, et ils y ſont traités avec Humanite et Actention, et pourvue 
de tout ce que leur eſt peceſſaire pour le Retabliſſement de leur Santé. 


Nous certifions auſſi, qu il ny a eu aucune Maladie  epidemique ou conta- | 
gicuſe parmi cux. 


"ovary, Chirargies du Hands. 
* De. "Major de la V le de POricnr. 


— * * 
2 — . 


Sworn before me at Peter- 
= 5 borough, this 15th De- 
A cember 1797. 5 
—.. nes . Freeman. + 


TRANSLATION. 
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TRANSLATION. 


WE the underſigned French Surgeons, Priſoners of War at Norman Croſs, 
do voluntarily certify, That the Number of Priſoners in the Hoſpital at Norman 
Croſs, on the 19th November laſt, were One hundred and Eighty-four, in- 
cluding Twenty-four Men employed as Nurſes ; that this Number has not been 
more conſiderable fince the 7th.of Auguſt ; and that the Priſoners are viſited 
every Morning by the Chief Surgeons. or their Aſſiſtants ; that whenever the 
Priſoners are ſent to the Hoſpital, they are admitted whether their Diſorders 
are ſlight or violent, and while there, that they are treated with Humanity and 


Attention, and provided with every Thing neceſſary for the Re-eſtabliſhment _ 


of their Health. We alfo certity that there has not been any epidemical or 
Sontagious  Diſtemper amonglt them. 
Savary, Surgeon of the Hardy. 


Chatelaine, Surgeon Major of 
1 tne Ville de 1 Oren, 
Sworn beſore me at Peter- 
borough, this 15th De- 
cember 17975 
H. Freeman. 


* 66. 


Extract of a LET F- ER from Captain Corrs to che Commiſſioners for the 


Tranſport Service, &c: ;— Dated Paris, 17th of December 1797. 


Tu E next and moſt difficult Queſtion, was the Eſtabliſhment of Exchange. 


Here we could come to no Compromiſe without your Interference : as 1 
always abided by Mr. Dundas's Propoſition, they as regularly rejecting it. 


Their Propoſition went to this; that the Balance to the iſt of January 1797, 
namely, 7,019 againſt them, was done away by the Convention of Mr. Swinburne, 


the 17th of February the ſame Year, They allow the Balance from the iſt Ja- 


nuary 1797 (viz. 1,645) and propoſe to ſettle it thus; to take Credit for a Thou- | 

ſand, as offered (but without any Reference to Sir Sidney Smith) and pay for the 

85 645 in Money, and begin from this Time de Novo. 

I affure you, Gentlemen, that the Complaints I have received within theſe 
Two Days, are numerous and diſtreſſing beyond Belief. I therefore hope that 

ſuch Meaſures will be adopted as may tend to the ſpeedy Relief of our affl ed 


Countrymen. 


I am aſſured, by the Commiſſion of the Marine, that every Facility will be 5 


given to the lor wann of my Leners, requeRing the ſame on our Side. 


— ¶— 


p , . 2 * 


N- 1 


Extract of a LE T TE R from Captain 5 to the Conmiflioners for the 
Tranſport Service, & O ated r the 6th January 1798. 


DID not loſe a Moment to put in Execution your Requeſt of viſiting the Priſon 


gat Pontanezan; but on applying for a Paſſport, I was informed it would be 
perſectly unneceſſary, as the Priſoners there had Orders to remove to the Depots 


1. 1 | allotted 
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allotted for them by the new Arrangement; and I have ſince received a Letter 
to that Purpoſe. I laid before the Commiſion of Exchange, the Complaints ol 
the Priſoners at Pontanezan, which they promiſed to lock into, and to redreſs. 
I have ordered them the Payments due from the 21ſt of September to the 25th. 
of December 1797, which will be a great Relief to them: I alſo mentioned what 
you defired on the Subject of their Releaſe. 
It would have taken me at leaft Twenty Days to have gone to Pontanezan and 
returned hither, provided no Accident had happened, the Roads being ſcarcely 
paſſable; andas the new Arrangements are about to take place, my Preſence here 
will be abſolutely neceflary. 
Tac Depors are not to be far, as J underſtand, Fn Paris. Fontainebleau Is. 
mentioned us one, Fs have written to the Commiſſion, requeſting to Know, with 
as litcle Delay as poffible, the Names of the De&pors, and the Lime when the 
Priſoners arc to arrive at them: To this I have got no ſatisfactory Anſwer. _ 
I feel myſelf much indebted to the Board for the true Statement of Facts rela- 
tive to the Priſoners at Norman Croſs. It is inconceivable what an Effect Char- 
retiẽ's Repreſentation had made on the Commiſſion des changes. I wrote to them 
in conſequence, M. Charretie was aware of your ſending over the Fas; and 
had, in a Letter to the Commiſſion, recanted every Thing he had ſaid. 
[ have repeatædly aſked for the Table q Avitaillement of our Priſoners, but never 
| have been able to obtain it. They fay it differs in different Flaces. From the 


Priſoners, I learn it is a Pound and a Half of Bread, and Iwo Sols and a Half 
per nw + in ome Places. 


N q \ —_ » I — 2 * £ -S . 
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Copy of a . ET TER Go the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport Service, &c. 
0 1 oe: CoTEs —Dated the 7th of January 1795. 


SIR, 


VV E, herewith indoſs: a 8 of our Leiter to you, Na 4, dated the 2 50 of l 
Month, ſince when, we have not received any from you. 
We alſo incloſe, for your Information and Guidance, a Copy of a Letter 0 dick 
the Lords of the Admiralty have received from Mr. Secretary Dundas, dated the 
31ſt of Jaſt Month, and which we received Yeſterday, in Addition whereto, we 
direct that you inform the Commiſſion of Exchange, without a Moment's Delay, 
of your having tranſmitted to your Government, the Aſſurances you had re- 
ceived from the Miniſter of Marine, ſtating that the Arrangements ſpecificd in 
the zd and 4th Articles of the Arrèté of the gth of December, ſhould commence 
on the iſt of February 1798, and of this Information having becn received with 
great Satisfaction, and that you are inſtructed fully to agree to the above men- 
"tioned Period; that it is of che utmoſt Importance that call the Meaſures which 
I ance may have to take for the Execution of che 3d Article, ſhould be com- 
pacted of that Time, inaſmuch as upon the Strength of the Aſſuiance given by 
the Miniſter of the Marine, and of his having fixed the Day himſelt, Mcalüres have 
actually been taken here for annulling all the Contracts for the Supply of French 
Priſoners in England, from the Commencement of February, and that conſe- 
guently all [ues to them will then ceaſe, from which the moſt embarraſſing and 
3eri9us s Conlequences may enſue, if the Agents of the French Government in 


England, 
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Englend, ſhould not at the ſame Time be ready to replace thoſe indiſpenſable 
Supplies. 

In caſe of any 1 which may prevent the timely Appointment of Com- 
_miſſaries at the Depots which may be fixed upon in France, you will take par- 


ticular Care that, after the 1ſt of February, you either ſup} ply all the Briaſh Pri- 


ſoners with Money for the Purchaſe of Proviſions, or employ Perſons at the ſaid 
Depots to purchaſe them, or agree with the French Commilſaries to re-pay all 
Expenter of Proviſions, Medicines, or anv other Supplies, that may be neceſſary 
for the Health and Subſiſtence of the Briciſh Priſoners in France. Any Bills that 
may be neceſſary for the Execution of theſe Purpoles, you are to draw upon 


vs. giving us as ſull an Account of the Matter as may be in your Power. We 


ſhould likewiſe be glad if you could tranſit to us the Names of the Dépöts 


which may be fixed: upon by the French Government, tor cur Guidance in the Ap- 


pointment of Commiffarics, who of courſe will be under your Direction, and 
whole 7 nog we conclude Will be granted as a Ty 2ALLer of e When you 
app! lv for them. 5 

Wo have ſuch perfect Confidence in your Zeal and Dies for His Majeſty O 
Service, that we Teſt affered no | Dt ay will occur in this important Buſineſs ; 


but in the Event of any Difficulties unforeſeen by us, you will take all ſuch 
F Meaſures as may faciaitate che Execution of che Arrangement 20 


ueſtion. 
You will obſerve, tho ic, there is to be a oetfe Rei In the Whole of 


this Tranſaction between the Two Governments, and as no Obſtruction will be 
given to the Operation of the Meaſure on our Side, it becomes a Matter of in- 
diſpenſable Neceſi ty, that the French Governn ag: be fully prepared on 


theirs, to cffectunate the mutual Engagement. — VVV 
On the 4th Infant, conformably to Directions from the Lords Commiſſioners 


of th: Aq Amiralty, we ſent M. Charretic the Duke of Portland's dee for 


| M. Ga Mois and his Secretary. | 
You will hear trom us again in the Courſe of a few Day 8. 


We are, &ee. yo 5 
Nupert George. 
Ambroſe Serle. 
Fobn Marſh, 


_ . 


N 68. A. 


Copy of : a LETTER from Mr. Bee Duxpbas to the Lords of the 


ee :—Dated Si December 1797 7. 


at's Lnave, 8 Parliame ent Street, 12 December 1797. 


1 HAVE received and laid before the King your Lordſhip's Letter of the 


22d Inſtant, tranſmitting Copies of Two Letters received from Captain Cotes, 


dated Paris, the 12th and 17th Inſtant, to the Commiſſioners for conducting 


the Tranſport Service, and taking Charge of Priſoners of War; and alſo a 
Copy of a Letter from M. Charretic to the ſaid Commmiſſioners. 


It was a great Satisfaction to His Majeſty to find, by Captain Cotes's Gore: 


Ipondence, that the Directory have been induced, in a great Degree, to comply 


with the juſt Demands, and ro accede to the liberal Propoſals contained in my 


Letter to your Lordſhips of the 6th of October laſt. 


The firſt Article of che Arrete of the Fee of the gth Inſtant, and the 
Explanatien 


0 
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Fxplanation tranſmitted by Captain Cotes, certainly remove every Ground of 
Complaint with reſpect to the Freatment of the Britiſh Agent in France. On 
this Point I have only to obſerve, that as long as Captain Cotes ſhall be allowed 
to viſit our Priſoners in France, at whatever Places they may be confined, and 
to afford them, either by himſelf, or the Perſons who may be employed under 


him, ſuch Relief and Aſſiſtance as they may require, under the 4th Article of 
that Arr, the ſame Facility will be given to the French Agent in London, and 


that he will alſo meet with every other Indulgence in England which may be 
experienced by the Britiſh Agent in France. 


With reſpect to the 3d and 4th Articles of the Arrété, His Majeſty moſt ſin- 


cerely hopes, that no Time will be loſt in France, in carrying into complete 


Effect the Meaſure to which they relate ; and with this View, as far as 1t depends 
upon His Majeſty's Government, I am commanded to ſignify to your Lordſhips 
His Majeſty's Pleaſure, that Captain Cotes ſhould be particularly inſtructed to 
preſs for the Execution of the Promiſe he has received from the French Commiſ- 


; ſion of Exchange, © that all the Britiſh Priſoners in France ſhould be collected 


at a ſettled Number of Depots,” if poſſible, not exceeding Four ; and that in 


compliance with the Requeſt of that Commiſſion, your Lordſhips ſhould give 
the neceſſary Directions for ſinilar Steps being taken with reſpe& to all "the 


French Priſoners in His! Majeſty' s European Dominions, allowing as few Depots 
as poſſible, although it is conceived a greater Number will be requiſtie here than 


in France, in conſideration of the ſuperior Number of Priſoners. 


1 ur Lordſhips will take care that the French Government be informed of 
the Orders given for this Arrangement, and of ſuch Particulars reſpecting it as 
may. be neceſſary for their Guidance and Information. As ſoon as the Places 


fixed upon for the Depots of Britiſh Priſoners in France ſhall be kuobn, it is 
alſo His Majeſty's Pleaſure, that proper Perſons ſhould be appointed by vour 


Lordſhips to aſſiſt Captain Cotes in viſiting thoſe Depdts, and in ſupplying them, 
under his Direction, with Clothing and Subſiſtence. For this Purpoſe it will be 


for your Lordſhips Conſideration, whether it may not be proper and neceſſirv, 
that a Perton acquainted with the Regulations obſerved on these Pon 's in His 
_ Majeſty's Service, ſhould reſide as a Deputy Commiſſary at cach Place f Depor, 
together with a Surgeon to provide Medicines, and to attend Upon the Sick. 


Theſe and other Regulations of Detail, which the Judgment and Knowledge 
of your Lordſhips will ſuggeſt for the better Execution of this Meaſure, f. ſhould 
be matured and digeſted without Delay, in order that the neceſſary Explana-_ 


tion and Concert upon them may be had with the F rench Government for Carry- 


ing them into Effect. It appears to be abſolutely neceſſary, that the reſpective 
Governments ſhould agree to ſubſiſt, as heretofore, the Priſoners that may fall 


into their Hands from the Time of their Capture, until they ſhajl reach ſome 


Place fixed upon as a General Depot, where they will of courle: be provided E 
0 through the Agents of their own Government. 


With reſpect to the 2d Article of the Arrété, His Majeſty obſ: rves, with 
uch Concern, that the French Government ſtudiouſly avoids coming to any 


Explanation reſpecting Sir Sidney Smith Until their Determination ſhall be 


known upon this Point, it is utterly impoſſible for His Majeſty to authorize 
Captain Cotes to liſten to any Propoſal whatever, for any Cartel of Exchange, 
either partial or general ; and he mult be directed di ſtinctly to ſtate to the French 


Commiſſion of Exchange, not only that he neither has, nor can ever expect, any 
Tuch Powers from this Country; ; but that no Conſideration whatever wiil induce 


His Majcity to grant to any one French Officer that now eis, or may become a 


Priſoner of War in this Country, the Privilege of Parole, until that Privi- 


lege, and the Indulgences uſually annexed o it, hall be extended to Sir 
diene Smith. 5 


8 | 
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Whenever that Event ſhall take place, His Majeſty will find great Satisfac- 


tion in repealing the rigorous Orders lately given, and carried into Effect, with 
reſpect to all French Officers ; and he will be ready not only to remit in toto 
the Balance of Priſoners in favour of this Country up to the 1ſt of January 
179); but to ſettle the ſubſequent Balance (alſo in our Favour) amounting, by 
their own Statement, to 1,645 Men, in the Manner propoſed by the Commiſ- 

fon; and to ratify, confirm, and punctually fulfil the Preliminary Convention 
of the 17th of Fcbruary laſt, with the Modifications and Amendments in the 
6th and 7th Articles of that Convention, ſpecified in my Letter to your Lord- 


ſhips of the 1ſt of March following. A Copy of this Letter, and of the Con- 


vention to which it relates, ſhould be ſent ro Captain Cotes, for his Guidance 
and Information on theſe Points. 

1 have already ſtated generally to your . rdſhips my Ideas on the Neceſſity 
of increaſing the Eſtabliſnment of the Office of Agent of Priſoners in France, 
for the Execution of the Arrangement in queſtion ; ; and J have only to add, 
that it appears but reaſonable, that ſome contingent Allowance, to be fixed by 
your Lordſhips, ſhould be made to Caprain Cores for an Office, and other 
Requilites. 

The Accounts Captain Cotes has tranſmitted of the Situation of many of our 
Priſoners in Fran. were truly painful to His Majeſty's Feelings, and I am 


commanded particularly to inſtru your Lordſhips to loſe no Time in directing 


"=, 


the molt explicit Orders to be tranſmitted to him to uſe his utmoſt Diligence 


and Exertion to ſupply them with Clothing ſuitable to the Seaſon, and every 
other Relief which may appear requiſite on an Enquiry Into, and a Conſidera- 
tion of cheir reſpective Situations. = 
1 55 | 1 am, 
My Eid, 
Four Lordſhips 
moſt obedient 
- Runde Servant, --- © 
(Signed) Henry Dundas. 


Copy of a LET T ER from Mr. eee Dundas to the Lords of the | 


ee. 


My 13 8 5 „ Parliament street, zin December! 1797. 


R. Huſkiſſon having communicated to me a Letter he has received from 

Mr. Nepean, tranſmitting one from Captain Bergeret, late Commanding 

Officer of the French Frigate La Virginie to him, requeſting Permiſſion to return 

once more to France on his Parole, with a View, if poſſible, of removing the 
Difficulties which have hitherto prevented the Eſtabliſhment of a Cartel of Ex- 

change between the Two Countries, I took the earlieſt Opportunity of receiving the 


King's Commands upon this Subject. 


Notwithſtanding the total Failure of his firſt Attempt for this Purpoſe, His 


Majeſty, | in Conſideration of his honourable and Officer-like Conduct on that Oc- 


caſion, has been graciouſly pleaſed to ſignify His Commands, that your Lord 
_ ſhips ſhould give the neceſſary Directions for allowing him to go again to 
France on | his Parole, on Condition of his returning to this Country within Six 


N m 5 Weeks, 
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Weeks, if unfortunately his Hones of Succeſs ſhould not then be accompliſhed 


by the Liberation of Captain Sir Sidney Smith, 

The Motives of His Majeſty's Conduct on this Octation cannot be miſtaken ; 
in His ſincere and uniform Wiſh to alleviate the Calamities of War, He 
anxiouſly embraces every Opportunity, conſiſtent with the Honour of His 


_ Crown, and the juſt Rights of His Subjects (however doubtful the Chance of 


Succeſs.) that may by Poſſibility conduce to this laudable End. 

With reſpect to Captain Bergeret in particular, His Majeſty cannot but regret 
the Hardſhips, certainly unmerited, to which he, in common with other French 
Officers, is at preſent expoſed. The Orders for their Confinement were re— 
luctantly enforced by His Majeſty, as rhe only Means left of obtaining Juſtice 
for Sir Sidney Smith. and other Engliſh Priſoners, detained in France after 
every mild and coaciliating FI for this Purpoſe had been d! regarded or 
rejected. 

The Grounds of His Majcſly's Proceedings Tal this Reſpect are indeed lo 


clearly eſtabliſhed by all the Communications that have taken place between the 


Two Countries, that it appears to me very deſirable, that my Letter of the 6th of 


October Jaſt, written in Obedience to His Majeſty's Commands, together with 


the Papers therein referred to, and all the Correſpondence that has nnce paſſed 


upon this Subject between the Two Countries, ſhould be communicated to 
Captain Bergeret, and that for this Purpoſe he ſhould be deſired to wait upon 


the Commiſſioners for taking Charge of Priſoners of War in London, before he 


_ embarks for France. Whatever may be the Reſult of his Miſſion, His Majeſty is 


ſatisfied on the one Hand, that in caſe of Failure, he will return honourably to 


diſcharge his Engagement, under which he is allowed to proceed, and on the 
other, in caſe of His ſucceeding in an Object which His Majeſty has ſo much at 
Heart, the Reſtoration of Thouſands now detained on both Sides to their 
Families and their Country, would be the fortunate Return for that liberal 
Confidence which has Induced His Mel t to comply: with e Bergeret 8 


8 
x am, 
My Lords, 
„„ &c. &c. 5 
(Signed) Henry Dundas. 
.N* 70. 


Extract 2 a 'L E. : TE R from Captain Corn to he Commiſſioners for the 


- Tranſport Service, Kc. — ated Paris, 11th of January 1798. 


'B EG Leave to inform you I was this Day ſent for by the Miniſter of the 
Marine. It was to know whether I had made the neceſſarv Preparacions for 


Viauallins, Clothing, &c. &c. the Engliſh Priſoners in this Country. I gave 
him to underſtand, that it was impolſible to eſtabliſh any ſuch Regulation, till 
I was inſtructed where they were to be confined ; that I had made Demands for 
that Purpoſe at our firſt Interview, and had repeated them ſcveral Times fince. 
Finally, that I had ritten Twice on the Subject without receiving an Anſwer. 
Orders were then given, and not before, for my being informed where the Depôts 
were to be efabliſh-d. He had learnt, by Letters, I ſuppoſe, that the French 
_ Officers were ſtill confined in England: I oblerved, that the Cauſe not being done 
away, it was not to be ſuppoſed otherwiſe; he ſaid, in that Cale Retaliation hound 


take 


PRISONERS OF WAR.—Appendix, N. 71. 72. 139 


take place; ſimilar Orders were then given for our's to be confined. He 
dwelt on the extraordinary Rigour of confining ſo many Officers for One, as 
contrary to Juſtice and Humanity; and propoſed that One, or even the Number 


of Vea, ſhould be confined as an Equivalent. He had for Anſwer, that the ſtrict 


Rule of Juſtice is as completely broken by the Detention of One Perſon as of Num- 
bers ; and that the Fault lies with thoſe who perſiſt in the Violation of the Rule, 
not with thoſe who make Repriſals in the Hope of having it kept inviolable: I 

added, that the Conduct and Motives of the Engliſh Govei nment, were 1n that 


Particular tully made Known to them in Mr. Dundas's Letter, to which 1 


referred them. 


N? 71. 


Extract of a LE T1 TER from the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport Service, 
&c. to Sep CoTEs : —Dared 13th of January 1793. 


JE herewith tranſmit Copy of a Letter we lately received from Mr. Charretie, 


requeſting Leave to viſit the Priſon Ships at Chatham, and of our Aniwer 
thereto ; and we direct you, on Receipt of this, to make ſimilar Application to the 
Commiſſion of Exchange, for your being permitted to viſit any One of the 


Depöôöts near the Sea Side, Where P! itim Priſoners are confined, and where you 


may conſider your Preſence the moſt uſeful to them. As it is of the utmoſt Im- 


portance for us to know, whether the French Government really mean that you 


ſhould be permitted to viſit Sea Ports where Priſoners are confined, we ſhall 
expcEt to hear from you, WIR as little Delay as Pore the Relulr of your Appl 


10 cation hereon. 


No 72, 


5 Extract of a LETTER lem Captain Cora to the „ for the 
„ Tranſport Service, &c. +; —Dated the 21ſt of January 1798. 


1 U RGE D your Re . relative to the Fe Appointment of the Dep6ts, 5 
= and remonſtrated in the ſtrongeſt Manner by Letter on the cruel Situation in 
which 1 ſhould be found, if ſs. many Men ſhould be thrown upon my Hands, 
before a neceſſary Eſtabliſhment was made for their Reception. My extreme 


Impatience and Anxiety produced a ü wilar Effect on the Commiſion ; and they 


promiſed, in the moſt uncquivocal and poſitive Terms, that the Prifoners mould 
be taken Care of, and that they ſhall not be at my Charge till they arrive at their 
Dexo0's. I incloſe you their Letter on that 801908 You will Perceive the Delays : 


and Vexations I experience. 


I had anticipated the Board's W. 6,5 in agreeing, in caſe of Delays, that the 
Priſoners ſhould not be unprovided for; and to pay to the French Commiſſaries, 
what Expences ſhould be incurred in conſequence of ſuch Delays. The Names 


of the Depöts I am promiſed abſolutely on the gth of Pluvioſe (24th Inſtant) 
and I ſhall acquaint you with them immesi se What 1 hear at — that 


the 
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the Whole will amount to Five or Six; they give for a Reaſon, that a large 
Number of Priſoners in any particular Place might be attended with great In- 
convenience, ſometimes for Want of Proviſions. They are to be about Forty 
Leagues in the Round from Paris; and convenient for Ports of Embarkation. 
Amiens is thought of as one, Beauvais is another ; F ontainebleau and Melun are 
mentioned for Two more. 

J learn, with great Concern, that the French Government found Means to enliſt 
for the Expedition on Ireland Three or Four hundred, who were, as I am told, 
debauched into the Scheme, underſtanding they were to be lent for Exchange. 
They have not been heard of ſince by ny of their Comrades. : 


Ne 73. 


Extract of a LET TE R from Captain Cores to the Commilioners for the 
Tranſport Service, &c, :—Dated Paris, the 26th of January 1798. 


YESTERDAY the Commiſſion informed me, that Four Places were de- 
cided upon for the Reception of Three thouſand Men, namely, Amiens, 

Laon, Melun ſur Seine, and Verſailles: I made Enquiry relative to the Pcrions 

to be ſent over, to which they object, giving ſor Reaſon, that only Two Perſons 

are ſent to England by them, and that they on their Part will admit of no other than 

myſelf and Mr. Fiſher, with an Aſſiſtant Clerk or Two, if I ſhould judge it ne. 
ceſſary. No others would be conſidered as Protected Men; bur on the contrary.” 
T heſe are literally their Words. 


N* 74. 


5 Extract of a LE T T F R from Captain Corzs to the Coane for BY 
Tranſport Service, &c, —PDared the zoth of January 1798. | - 


. HAV E received your Diſpatches N⸗ 75 bearing Date the 1 3th Inſtant, after a 
5 . . Detention of ſome Days, in conſequence of the Municipalité of Cala being 
, No 74. A, Changed. I immediately applied by Letter to the Commiſſion, of which I incloſe 5 
= Copy, to which I have hitherto got no Anſwer. | 
=. | I had Yeſterday an Interview with the Commiſſion, who Alfie me, they are 
mY come to a final Determination, not to make any Exchange except it ſhall be 
general; that whatever Cartels come over, they will be returned empty, as the 
Crews they contain are not of their Choice; but that they will take an Account 
of thoſe who arrive, and give us Credit for them on a General Exchange. 5 
The great Object at this Moment witli the Commiſſion of the 3 is a 
General Exchange, which they propoſe as follows: © Is the Engliſh Government 
willing to eſtabliſh a General Exchange, on the Baſis of the Convention of 
15 80?“ Their Propoſition goes to this, that, after the Exchange is ſo far advanced, 
that none remain on one Side, the other Party ſhall ranſom theirs, by paying for 
them, immediately on their Delivery, in Money, according to a Tariff of Ranks 
e ; the Prices therein mentioned either to be abided by, or others agreed 
Otherwiſe, they ſay, that when we have withdrawn all our Priſoners, Eigh- | 
: _ or Nineteen thouſand of their's muſt necetlartly 1 remain in Captivity. 
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Ne 74. A. 


Copy 97 2 LETTER from 1 Core: to the Commiſſion 
of Exchange at Fart is — da ted 29 h January 1798: Wuh Iran 
lat tion. | ; : 


Paris, le 10 Pluvioſe 8 29 I: nvier 1798, V. 8.) 
" CrTovens COMMISSAIRES, 


LE. Bureau de Tranſport me mande, que le Citoyen Charreti®, vient de 
demander la Permiſſion de viſiter tous les D&p6ts de vos Priſonniers à conmencer 
par celui de Chatham pour y y diſtribuer des Vetemens, de Maniere a pouvoir 
aſſurer fa Compatibilité, et que cette Permifſion lui a te accordee ; I Agent des 
Prifonniers 2 Chatham ayant regu Ordre de faciliter les Operati: ens par tous les 
Moyens Pore bles. Un pareil Objet exige mes Soins, et je dois vous prẽvenir, qu'en 
vertu des Ordres que m'a preſcrit le Bureau de Franſport, j' Jar a vous demander, 
de me faire ſavoir par une R eponſe Officlelle, sil m'eſt per nit de vititer NC 5 Pri- 


ſonniers dans leur De pots as US, ſur les Cotes de la A ou partout !ilcurs ou 
iis le trouvent, Pour 9 EXam! ner PEtat de leur. V-erement, et fournir a [rars Be- 
ſoins. e 
Comme ce Service na: met po: int de Dela 11, je vous prie de me donner une 
Reponſe immédiate et catégorique, et pour lors je vous nommerat inceflamellt 
Je Depot par 99e voudrais commenccr. C2 


James Cotes. 


RANSLATION. 


Paris, the 1cth Pluvioſe (2 9: b Janur Ty 1706, 0.8. 


Ci IZ ZNS CoMMISSARIES, 


THE Traniport Board informs me, that Citizen Chanreric has recently 
ſolicited Permiſſion to viſit all the Bebe of vour Priſoners, beginning = u the 


One at Chatham, to di ſtribute among them Clothing, in ſuch a Manner as to 
enſure his Reſponſibility ; and that this Permiſſion has been granted to him, the 
Agent at Chatham having been ordered to facilitate this Operation by all pofihble 


Means. An Objeck of the {fame Nature requires my Care; and I apprize you, 
that, by virtue cf the Orders which I have received from the Tranſport ] Poard, | 


have to requeſt you will inform me, by an Official Anſwer, whether 1 way be 
permitted to viſit. Our Priſoners in the Depöôts where they are at preſent a0 £4 


upon the Sea Conſts, or wherever elle t! 16 nay be ſituated, in order to Exa Lins: 
their Clothing, and to ſupply their Wants 
As this Serv; ce will not admit of Delay, I requeſt y. you will give me -a- ſp 


and catego! ical Anſwer; : upon the-:Recer; Dt of which, 1 will mMeUiaely n Toe 


che Dep6r at which would wiſh to begin. . | 
Tomes Cotes. 
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Extract E T ER from Captain Corts to the Commiſſioners for the 


Tranſport Service, &c. :— Dated 4 BF, the ach of February 1798. 


THE Letter I have unt received, and of which I herewith ſend you a Copy, 


will remove all Doubt of the Commiſſion's Intention not to let me viſit 
the Sca Ports. 1 5 


Nos A. 


Fees of a LE TTER from the Commiſion of Exchange at 


Paris to Captain Cores ;—cated th February $7.99: Wich 
Tranſlation. : 


La Commiſtion pour les Echanges des Priſonniers de Guerre, i M. Jaxes Corts, 


Cam 11:faire du Gouvernement Anglais 5. 
Paris, le 16 Pluvioſe, An 6 de la Republique, 
une et t indiv iſible (4 Fevrier 1798. ) 


DAN 8 les Deux Lettres que vous nous avez écrites, le 10 Pluvidſe (29 
Janvier, V. 8.) relativement au Transferemenc des Priſonniers du votre Nation 


dans VInterieur, vous nous demandez. Monſieur des re -nſcignements auxque's 
il nous eſt impoſſible de ſatisfaire: Nous nous referons donc a ce que nous vous 
avons marque, en Detail, dans nos Lettres de 28 Nivoſe et 9 Pluvioſe (17. et 


28 Janvier, V. S.) Les Priſonniers Anglais font diſſemines dans un fi grand 


Nombre de Communes, que vous vous occuperiez en vain des Moyens de le 


aller viſiter; et d'ailleurs les Ordres font expedies pour leur 1 ransferement dans 


les Departemens que nous vous avons indiques. 


Il nous ſera encore impoſſible de vous donner la Connailfince exacte des Epoques 


de Depart et de celles de Arrive de ces Priſonniers. D'ailleurs cet Objet eſt 


erranre à votre Miſſion puis- que 4e Gouvernement ne mettra la Nourriturs et 


. PHabillement de ces Erifonmiers 2 votre Charge que du Moment Ou ils leront 
raſſemblés. 


Nous avons eu 'Honneur bs vous prevenir que vous pouviez crablir votre 


calcul ſur 3,000. Hommes, et nous vous avons indique les Communes de Ver- 


failles, ou de Melun, comme le Point central qui doit“ vous off ir le plus de Fa- 
cilitè Pour 4: Execution de vos Qperations, 


G. J. Cottrau. 
eau. 
„ M. A. Bourdon. 
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TRANSLATION. 


The Commiſnon for the Exchange of "Priſoners of War, to Mr. 
Jantks Cors, Commiſlacy of the Engliſh Government. 


Paris, the 16th Pluvioſe, 6th Year of th Reon Mie: 
one and indiviſible (4th February 1798.) 


IN the Two Letters which you wrote to us of the 1oth Pluvioſe (29th 


January, Old Stile) relative to the Transfer of the Priſoners of your Nation into 


the Interior; you aſk us for Information which it is not in our Power to afford you. 
We therefore refer you to what we ſignified to you in Detail, in our Letters of the 
28th Nivoſe and gth Pluvioſe (17th and 28th January, Old Stile. ) The Engliſh. 


Priſoners are diſtributed in fo many Diſtricts, that it would be impracticable for-:: 


. you to viſit them, and beſides, Orders have been given for transferring them to 
the Departments which we pointed out to you. It will alſo be impoſſible for us to 


acquaint you with the exact Periods of the Departure and Arrival of the Pri- 
joners. Moreover, ſuch an Object is foreign to your Miſſion, becauſe Govern- 
ment will only burthen you with the Nouriſhment and Clothing of theſe Pri- 
ſoners from the Time of their being collected together. 
We have already had the Honour to apprize you, that you may calculate. upon 


3,000 Men, and we have pointed out the Commune of Verſailles or of Melun, 


as the central Point which will afford you: the caſieſt Means for the Performance of 


your Operations, 

6, A Cattrau. 
T. L. Deſains. 
M. A. Bourdon. 
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5 1 75 a of a LET T E R Sock the 883 fie he Tranſport 


5 Kc. to Captain Cores :—Dared the 5th e 8 


| * 17H keit ect to che Daily Allowance for our Officers, we direct vou to cauſe 


all Brit Priſon cre, who are Commiſſioned Officers in the Sea or Land 


Service, to be paid aſter the Rate of Fighteen Pence per Day, whether in Priſon y 
or on Parole, 1 in lieu of the Ration of Proviſions ; and you are to pay all other Pri- 
loners, of the Ranks hitherto entitled to Parole in this Country, after the Rate of 


Nine Pence fer Day, provided they ſhould prefer that Allowance to the Rations 


which we have inſtructed you to cauſe to be iſſued to all Britiſh Priſoners in 
France. It 1s neceſſary you ſhould obſerve, that over and above theſe Allow-. 


ances, thoſe mentioned 1 in the Paper delivered to you with dur Letter N* 2, are 


T ſtill ro be continued. 
Me incloſe Copy of a Letter which we have this Day received from Mr. FRO 
tary Nepean, by which you will fee, that, in conſequence of the Information con- 


tained in your Letter Ne 6, we are directed to ſuſpend ſending the Perſons mention- 


ed in our laſt, as Sub- Agents to France, until further Orders; but as it is con- 


5 | printed, | 


_ ſidered of the utmolt Importance, that Engliſh Surgeons ſhould be ſent over to 
take Care of our Priſoners, we have no Doubt that you will do every Thing in 


Oo » „ Jour 


(Not Printed) 


vous rewplacer dans cctte Partie. 
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your Power to obtain Paſſports bs the Four Surgeons whoſe Names we have 
already tranſmitted to you.; and if you ſhould ſucceed, as we truſt you will, you 
are to ſend their Paſſports to us without Delay, as it is not intended they ſhould 


leave London until we know the Reſult of your Application. 


You will ſee, by the incloſed Copy of Monſieur Bergeret's Ene genen the 


Conditions on which he has been permitted to go to France; and we have only to 
add, that the Permiſſion was granted to him in conſequence of an : Pp Ication 
from himſelf to the Lords of the as © 


N* 75. 


Copy ofa LETTER from M. NeTTEMENT to the Commiſſioners for the 
Tranſport Service, &c.; dated 6th February 1798.: With annexed 
Extract of a Letter from the Miniſter of Marine to M. NETTEMEN” Tz 
_ Gated Paris, 199k 12 1798: —And TranDatinns:. 


Messizuns, | N | | Londres, 6 Ferie 1798. 


TE. vous tranſinets ci- joint l Extrait d'une Lettre que j'ai regue du Miniſtre de la 


Marine, et qui vous tera connoitre que ma Miſſion ne doit plus avoir aucun 
Rapport direct, avec celle du Citoyen Gallois. 


Je ſuis avec une ie parfai te Conſideration, 
Meſheurs, | | 
Votre tres humble "Rs JEU 
5 Naeanert. 


5 Le Miniſtre de la Marine et FRY Colonies, au Citoyen NeTTEMENT, 


Agent de la Marine, pour la Subſiſtance et + Habllement des 
 Prifonniers de Guerre, e en Angleterre. 


: | Paris, le27 bac An. BY 

| . (16: h January 1798.) 

tk Citoyen G llois ayant inſiſts, Citoyen, ſur le Deſir de ne conſerver aucun 
Rapport entre ſes Fonctions et celles que, je vous ai autorife à remplir pour la Sub- 
ſiſtance et I'Habillement des Priſonnicrs de Guerre, je vous previens que vous 

en reſtez ſeul Charge, et que Article de vos Inſtructions qui aſſujetit vos Opera=- 


tions au viſa du Commiſlaire, elt annulle C et avec moi que vous correſpondez 


een 


J'ai penſè que vos Fonckions, qui exigent un Travail tres acti, ne vous permet- 
trolent point de vous occuper de celui que comporte Iz Place de Secretaire Ad- 
Joint da Commiſſaire Francais, en CONSEQUENCE, ] al autoriſe le Ci itoyen Gallois a a 


(Sięné) ; Phe: 5 , 15 Pell, 


Pour Extrait conforme, | 
Ne ettement. ; 
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TRAN SLATIONS. 


| GunTLEMEN, | 


1 TRANSMIT to you herewith the Extract of a 1 whack I have receiv- 


ed from the Miniſter of Marine; it will inform you, that my Miſſion 1 is no longer 
£9 > have any direct Connexion with that of the Citizen Gallois. 


1 am, with perfect Conſideration, 


Gentlemen, 


Four very humble Servant, 
Meltement. 


1 he Miniſter of Marine and Colonies, to Citizen Nr Agent | 
of the Marine, employed to adminifter Subliſtence and Clothing o 
che Priſoners of War in England. 
| | Paris, 27 Niv 'ofe, 6 Year; 
„ 5 (or tn January 1798) | 
THE 1 Gallois having urged his Debire not to have any Connexion be- 
tween his Duties, and thoſe which I have authorized you to falfil, for the Sub- 
ſiſtence and Clothing of the Priſoners of War, 1 ne you, that you are to 
remain with the ſole Charge thereof, and that the Article of your Inſtructions, 
which ſubjected your T raniaRions to the Comment of the Coma mt. ary, annulled ; 
It is now with me tha at vou are to corre! pond. directly. 


1 have conſidered th ar your Duties, 8 require much active Labour, may not 
permit you to attend to that which is compatible with the Place of Secretary, at- 


tached to the French Commiſſary; in 18e have directed Citizen G allois 
to e you in that Charge. 


(Signed) Plevilli le Pelly. 
(A true Copy) Nettement 
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Copy of a NOTE from M. Gallois to the Commiſſioners for the Tranf- 
port Service, &c. dated London, 16th February 1798. : With Tranf- 
lation; 5: and alſo [ncloſures, and their Tranſlations. 


| LF Commiſſaire de la Republique Frangaiſe pour P F change des Priſonniers 
de Guerre, preſente fes Compliments à Mceſticurs les "Commiſſiires du 
Tranſport Office, et a  Honneur de leur envoyer ci— Joint, la Lettre du Miniſtre 
de la Marine, accompagnant la Copie certifike de I Arreie du Directoire Executif, 
ui le nomme Commiſſaire pour PEchange des Priſonniers. II prie Meſſicurs 
les Commiſſaires, de vouloir bien jui renvoyer ces Pieccs, lorſqu'ils n' en auront 
plus Beſoin. II aura 'Honneur de leur tranſmettre Demain les Deux Notes re- 
| latives aux Objets dont il leur a parle Hier. 


I R A \NSL ATI O N. 


: THE Conmilfiry of the Fred Republic, for ſettling the e ee of 
Priſoners of War, preſents his Compliments to the Commiſſioners of the Trand- | 
port Board, and has the Honour to ſend to them the annexed Letter of the Mi- 
niſter of Marine, accompanied with a certified Copy of the Decree of the Executive 
Directory, which named him as Commiſſary for the Exchange of Priſoners: He 
requeſts the Commiſſioners to have the Goodneſs to return thele Papers with 
their Conveniency. He will have the Honour of tranſmitting, Leere, the 
1 wo Town, on the Subjects Rated t to > him T ler days. | TT 


"Y . * 4 ' TY : % 4 : . 10 
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= = „ f . .- ” 1 0 ö 8 | . dull 
Copy of a LETTER from the Miniſter of the Marine to M. Garrors, 11 
: | * EIA . 4100 

dated Paris, iſt December 1797: With annexed Decree of the Executive 1 
Directory, dated 28th November 1797: And Tranſlations, 0 

| 

, | J | Mill 

L FB ERTE. | | EGAL1IT Z . Fl 

Le Miniſtre de la Marine et des Colonies au Citoyen Galtois, . 
Membre aſſocit᷑ de bInſtitut National, chez la Citoy enne Helvetius, Wy 

2 Anteull, of 

Paris le 11 Frimaire, An 6 dela Republique, Ny 

Une et Indiviſible. 10 


7 OUS trouverez ci i joint, Ci toyen, une Expedition del Arrete du DireQoire 
£2.-Þ,ecutil, <q ut vous nomme a la Place de Commiſſaire du Gouvernement 
Fr ar cais, pour! Echange des Priſonniers de Guerre, en Angleterre : Je vous en- 
gage & vous diſpoſer promptement a ſatisfaire au Vœu du Directoire, et a vous 
rendre pres de la Commiſſion des Echanges, feante dans le local de mes Bureaus, 
ou vous pourrez prendre tous le Renſeignemens que vous Croirez neceflaire, en 


ſus des Inſtructions qui vous ſeront delivrẽcs pour Þ Execution de Votke 
Miffion. 


— — * 


=. 


Pleville Le 7 els. 


TRANSLATION. 
"LIBERTY: e e EQUALITY. 


The Miniſter of the Marine and the Colon es, to the Citizen Gal. 
Lots, aſſociated Member of the National Institution, at che Citizi- 
rels Helyerius, a at Anteuil. 1 . 
Paris, the 11 e Sixth Year of tie 
Republic, One and Indivifihie (it 
December 1797.) 9 | 
You will find herewith (Citizen) a Diſpatch, containing; the Decree of the 
Executive Directory, who nominates you to the Place of Commiſſary to the I french 
Government for the Exchange of Prifoners of War in England; I enjoin y« ou 
ſpeedily to ſet about fulfilling the Intentions of the Directory, and to repair to dle 
Commiſſion of Exchanges held-at my Office, where you can obtain all the into . 
mation chat you may think neceſſary, over and above the Inſtructions Which will 
be delivered to you for the Execution of your Miſſion, | 


Pleville Le Pally 
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EGALITE. LIBERTE. 
_ Extrait des REGISTRES des Deliberations du Directoire Executif, 


Faris, le 8 Frimaire, An 6 de la 
Republique Frangaiſe. | 


LE DireQoireExecutif Arrete ce qui ſoit + 


Le Citoyen Charretie, Commiſſaire du Gouvernement F rangais, pour I Echange 


des Priſonniers de Guerre en Angleterre, eſt rappellé. 
Il ſera FEmpIACe Pu Te: Citoyen Gallois, Membre aſſoci de 5 Inſtitut Na- 


tional. 
Le Miniſtre de la Marine eſt charge de P Execution du preſent Arrer, qui ne 


ſera Pas imprime. 
Pour Expedition conforme, le Preſident du Directoire Execuri k, 


| (Signée) 5 Barras. 
Par le Directoire Executif, le Secretaire General, 
(Signẽé) La Garde. 
(Pour Copie conforme.) Pleville L Peliy. 


TRANSL ATION. 


EQUALITY. 5 LIBERTY. 
Extract from the REGISTERS of the Fxecutive Directory. 88 


Paris the 8 Frimaire, Sixth Year of the French 


Republic, (28th N ovember 797. ) 


THE Executive Directory Decrecs as b follows: 


That the e Charretic, Commiſſary of he French Government fo OE 


1 Exchange of Priſoners of War in England, is recalled. 
He ſhall be replaced by the Citizen Gallois, aſſociated Member of * [ofticur 


> 8 National: 
. Miniſter of the Marine 1s charged with the Execution of the preſent De- 


rec, w which ſhall not be printed. 


As a true Copy, the Preſident of the Executive Directory, 
_ (Signed, 4 £ Barras. 


By che Executive bse, the Secretary General, 
(Signed). „ ie” Garde. 


A true Copy) Pleville Le Pell. 
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Copy of a LETTER from M. Gallois to the Commiſſi ners for 


the Pranſport Service, &c.: dated George Street, 17th February 
1799S :— With Tranſlation. | 


 Messiturs, 


A Commiſſion des Echanges feante a Paris a invite i y a pres d'un Mois, 


M. James Cotes, Commiſſaire du Gouvernement Britannique, a vous oem ander 
l, es faire ceſſer des deux Cotes la plus grande Partie des Objects de Plainte, 
et de Reclamation des Priſonniers, adoucir leur Infortune autant qu'il el poſſible 


et diminuer ainſi, de Part et d'autre, Les Calamitcs inevitables de la Guerre, _ 


votre Gouvernement ne croirait Pas cot nvenable d'adopter la Meſure d'un Cartel 
general et abſolũ baze ſur celui de 1789, Homme pour Homme, Grade pour 
Grade, on ſoldant le Surplus de la Balance en Argent à des Epoques determines. 
La Commiſſion à ajouté a M. James Cotes, que dans I Litervalle de T ems qui 
S'ecoulerair entre Ia Demande qu'il vous en ferait, et votre Reponſc, elle Preien - 
terait le meme Objet à la Deciſion du Directoire Exccutif, de Maniere que ia No- 
tification de la Volonsd des Deux Gouvernements, coincidant à la meme Lpogue, 
on put arriver ſur le champ, a un Reſultat prompt et facile. 


Je vous prie Meſſieurs, de vouloir bien m'informer de Intention de votre 


Gouvernement et de 5 Determination qu'il à priſe, tur un 858 0 mntimement 
lie aux Principes de FHumanite, et à VInteret reciproque des Deux Nations, vous 


devez tre convaincus du Zele et de la bonne Foi, avec le iquels, Mon GOUuVerne- | 


ment concurra de ſon Cote a ecarter toutes les Difficultés, qui pourraient entraver 
cette Oper. tion lalutairc. : 
Jai e det. e 
Melfleur, 
Votre tres humble Serviteur, 


Gallois. 
TRANSLATION. 
Ges "LEMEN\, | 


THE Commiſſion 28 reha held at Paris, "hk req! neſted, almoſt a Mone 
4g, Mr. James Cotes, Commiſſary of the Brit Ji Government, to require of 


you, for the Purpoſe of putting an End to the greater Part of the 5 lecke ar 
7 Complaint, and Importunities of the Priſoners, to often their Misfortune as m. ich 


as poſſible, and to leſſen on each Side the inevitable Calamities of W r, that 


your Government would think of the Expediency of adopting the Meature of a 


general and abſolute Cartel, founded on the Baſis of that in 1780, Man for Man, 


ad Rank for Rank, and paying the Surplus of the Balance in Money, at fixed 
Periods. The Commiſſion farther propbſed to Mr. James Cotes, that in the 


Interval which might elapſe, between the Requeſt from them and your Anſwer, 
they would bring the ſane Subject before the F. xecucive Dire ectory for its Diſcuſ- 


ion, to the End that, the Notification of the Will of rne Iwo Governments being 


made known at the ſame Period, the Bulineſs mig! it imme. lately be brought to a 
ſpeedy and eaſy Concluſion. 


Ire neſt, Gentlemen, that you a be leaſe ed to form me of the 1 of 
9 


your Government, reſpeQing 2 a Subject” lo meren conne ted with the Prin- 
ciples 
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ciples of Humanity, and the reciprocal Intereſts of both Nations. You mult be 
convinced of the Zeal and good Faith with whici my Government will concur, 
on their Part, in removing all the Difficulcies wiich might tend to impede this 
ſalutary Meaſure, 
Ns I have the Flonour to be, | 
Your molt humble Servant, 
(Signed) Gallois. 


Ne 80. 


Extract of a LET TER from Captiin Cores to the Commiſſioners far 
conducting His Majeſty“ 8 Tranſport Service, & c. — Dated Paris, 
17th February 1798. 


HAVE made known to the Commiſſion the various Indulgences and Fact 

lities which the French Commilſſaries meet with in England; and I wiſh 1 
could fay I ara accommodated in the ſame liberal and handſome Manner; bur the 
Delay in fixing the Depots, and removing our Priſoners, notwithſtanding. my re- 
iterated Remonſtrances, is One Proof, among many, of the dirc& contrary. 


Buy Letters I have received this Day from Pontanezan and Dunkirk, I learn 
that the Priſoners were not any of them marched to the Interior on the gth of 
this Month, —You will Bertele what Rc gard be Commiſſion pay to their Pro- 


| miles, | 


* 81. 


"Faw < a I ET T E R from the Commilficncrt for the Tranſ- 
port N &c. to ien Corks i—Dated | the 17th of Fe- 
bruary 1798 | 


WIT H reſpect to „our willing! the Heß "76-0 expected hat the ſame 
. Liberties will be granted in every Reſpect to you, and thoſe whom you may 
| employ, as 15 granted 0 M. Nettement, and the Agents acting under him. 


MN. Nettement informs us of his having acquainted the French Government 

with our having allowed him the Uſe of the Bedding, and all the Utenſils for 
Cooking, &c. chat were in Uſe at the Time of his taking Charge of the Priſoners 
at the eral Depots, and makes I no Doubt but the like Advantages will be 


nen to you. 
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Ne $2; 


Extract of u LET T ER from Mr. Secretary Dux ps to the 
Lords of the Admiralty. | | 


| | Parliament Street, 
Me Lon bs, 21ſt February 1798. 


HI AVE. received, and laid before the King, your Lordihips Letter of the 


19th Inſtant, with its Two Incloſures, received from Monſ, Gullois ; ; the one 
relative to an Immediate and. general F xchange of Priſoners, and the other to the 
Orders lately iſſued for the Deſtruction of French Fiſhing Veſicls. 

On the Firſt of theſe Subjects I muſt obſcrve to your Lordſhips, that if His 
| Mai eſty's Determination reſpecting it had not been already ſigniſied to the French 
Government, it would certainly be improper to enter into any Explanation „hat- 
ever with M. Gallois in Anſwer to his Note, for it is obvious, from the Contents 
of that Note, that neither he nor the Commiſſion of Exchange at Paris, whoſe 
Agent he is, are empowered to conclude a Cartel of General Exchange between 
the Iwo Countries, even on the extravagant Terms and Conditions {pccified by 


M. Gallois in the Note; and, on the contrary, that the Propoſition of this Cartel 


is merely a Suggeſtion of the Commiſſion of Exchange, unauthorized Oy the 
Executive Directory, whoſe Intention reſpecting it is not known to them. 


It appears almolt impoſſible to ſuppoſe that M. Gallois can ſeriouſly expect 


the Government of this Country can enter with hiin into any Diſcuſſion of this 


Propoſal, which it would certainly be time enough to confider when it ſhould 
be aſcertained by the Commiſſion of Exchange, and notified to him, that in 
making. it, he was acting in conformity to the Intention and formal Determitia.. 
tion of the Directory. On theſe Grounds His Majeſty could not have conſented 


to direct your Lordſhips to authorize any. Explanation whatever being given 
to M. Gallois on the Subject ; but as His Majelty' s firm Determination reſpecl- 


= ing it has already been communicated through Captain Cotes to the Commiſ- 
ſioners of Exchange at Paris, at whoſe Suggeſtion this Propoſal is now brought. 
forward, in order to bring it to a ſpeedy Ifae with M. Gallois, and to prevent 
further Trouble, it is His Majeſty's Pleaſure that you ſhouid direct the Com- 
miſſioners of Tranſports, in communicating to him the above Obſervations, to 
refer him at the ſame Time to my Letters of the 6th October and Z ift December 
laſt (with Copies of which he ſhould be furniſhed) and diſtinctly to inform him, 
that no. Propoſal of a genera] Cartel, or of any Cartel tending to reftore to the 


PFrench Government a greater Balance of French Priſoners than is therein ſpeciticd, 


can be liſtened to or admitted by this Country. The Commiſſioners of Tranſ- 
ports ſhould be inſtructed at the fame Time to call upon M. Gallois, and, 
through Captain Cotes, upon the Commiſſioners of Exchange at Paris, to obtain, £ 
1 expeditiouſly as poſſible, an official Anſwer upon this Determinations ;-as in the 
Event of its being declined, it would be unneceifary and improper for M. Gallois, 
whoſe Miſſion is confined to the Negotiation of a Cartel, and in no Reſpect 
connected with the Care or Charge of the French Priſoners 1 in England, to remain 


any longer in this Kingdom. 
With reſpect to M. Gallois' other Note, relative to Pronch F hive V ſſels, 


it is certainly a Subject on which this Country 1 is not callea e to glve him * i 


| Explanation whatſoever, 
: „ am, 
My Lords, 
IJ our e 
, moſt obedient humble Servant, 
15 Eieniy Lundas: 


24 


Not printed. 
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N* 83. 


Copy of a LETTER from Mr. Secretary Deena to the Lords of t the 
3 


Parliament Street, 


"My Lops, | | | 23d February 1798. 
HAVE this Morning received your Tide Letter of Yeſterday's Date, 
© tranſmitting to me a Copy of Two Letters from Captain Cores to the 

Commiſſioners for conducting the Tranſport Service, and taking Charge of 
Priſoners of War, with One Laclofure ; 7: all of which I loſt no Time in laying bi: - 

| fore the King: | 


155 pon a Conſideration of the Conduct of the Executive Directory as therein 
flated, | in refuſing Paſſports to the Agents who had been appointed to afliſt Cap- 
tain Cotes in providing for the Subliſtence and taking Charge of the Britiſh Pri- 
Toners in France, and of ſome other Circumltances, \ which it is unneceſſary for 
me at preſent to detail to your Lordſhips, His Majeſty has been pleaſed to de- 
termine that, in Addition to the Anſwer to be given to Mr. Gallois' TwW O Notes, 
in conformity to my Letter of Yeſterday's Date, no Lime faould be loſt in fig- 


 niſying to him that, Intelligence having ſince been reccived from Captain Cotes, 


that the Directory will only allow One principal Agent in France (Captain Cotes) 
for the Superintendence and Management of every Arrangement for ſupplying 
our Priſoners of War, only One can be allowed here, and that Mr. Nettement 
is already in that Capacity. That Mr. Gallois“ Miffion to this Country, however, 
being perfectly diſtinct, inaſmuch as it is confined to the Negotiation of a Cartel of 

Exchange, Lime will be allowed him, if he wiſhes it, to tranſmit to Paris the 
final Determination of this Government on the Subject, as ſpecified in my Let- 
ter of Veſterday (although it has been already ſtated, through Captain Cotes, ſo 
long ago as the 3iſt December laſt) and to receive an Anſwer; but if this Pro- 
poſal thouid not be accepted by the French Directory, or in caſe no Anſwer 

ſhould be received by him within a reaſonable Time to be allowed for that 
Purpoſe, he cannot then be ſuffered to remain any longer in this Country ; ; and 


it is further His Majeſty's Pleaſure that, in the Interval (ſhould ke remain here) 


he ſhall, within Twenty- four Hours after Notification thereof ſhall be made to 
him, repair to and reſide at, ſome Place diſtant not leſs than Ten Miles from 
London, as his Preſence in the Capital cannot be neceſary neil he mall receive 
"or ſaid Anſwer, for any Purpoſe of his Miſſion. 


With reſpect to Mr. Nette en to EE is in 1 the el Das of ſu- 
1 the Supply of Proviſions, and other Articles for the Uſe of the 
French Priſoners, and every Thing relative to their Care and Management in 
this Country, it is His Majeſty's Pleaſure that no Alteration ſhou'd be made | in 
the Arrangements with him for that Purpoſe, and that he ſhould continue to 
receive every Facility, conſiſtent with former Reſtrictions, and particularly thoſe 
contained in my Letter of the 25th Ultimo, for the due Exerciſe of his Fund- 
tions, in the Expectation that a like Facility will be afforded to Captain Cotes, 
but no greater Number of Aſſiſtants can be allowed him than is neceſſary for the 
Conduct of his Buſineſs; and the Continuance of tie Liberty and Tadulgence he 
has hicherto mec with, to o ayail hunleit of the Aſliftance of Perſons ſent over for 
this 
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chis Purpoſe by the Government of France, will depend upon the Govern- 
ment of this Country being alto allowed to ſend over to France a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Perſons, in proportion to the Number of Priſoners for which Captain 
Cotes has to provide, and of Depots at which they may be ſtationed, to act as 
Aſſiſtants to him, in the Execution of the Dutics of his Situation towards the 


Engliſh Priſoners in France. 


With reſpect to the Manner of forwarding the Correſpondence of the Agents 
to their Governments reſpeCtively, on which Captain Cotes apprars, by his Let- 
ter of the 17th Inſtant, to have had a Communication with the Commiſſion of 
Exchange at Par; IS, there can be no Objection to their Propoſal, that all Letters 
addreſſed to Captain Cotes from this Country, ſhall be tranſmitted to Mr. Renard, 
the Commiſſaire de la Marine at Calais, or to any other Public Officer the French 
Government may appoint for this Purpoſe ; but for the ſame Reaſon His Ma- 
jeſty cannot allow of the French Government pointing out the Channel in this 

Country through which their Letters ſhall be forwarded to the French Agent 
here; and it is therefore His Majeſty's Pleaſure, that the French Commiſſion 
of Exchange at Paris, and Meſſrs. Gallois and Nettement, thould be informed 
that no Correſpondence will be allowed to pals in this Country, either to or. 
from the latter, but through the Medium of the Commiſſioners of Tranſports, 
and under the Reftrictions Hpecitied | in my Letter of tac 25th of laſt Month, 


Captain Cotes having complained, i in his Diſpatch Ne 10, of the 17th Inſtant⸗ | 


that the Diſpoſition and Conduct of the French Government towards him and 
the Britiſh Priſoners, by no Means correſpond with the aber git and Attention 
experienced by the Agent and Priſoners of France in this Country, I cannot 
Cloſe this Diſpatch without adverting to this Circumſtance, and at the ſame 
Time mentioning with deep Regret to your Lordſhips, that I have received 
from other Quarters, equally to be relied u, bon, the wy {t diſtreſſing Accounts of 
the Situation of the Britiſh Priſoners, 8 ularly the Officers (inc uding Sir 


Sidney Smith) now detained in Francs. Wich theſe Accounts before me, 1 ice] - 


it a Duty incumbent upon my pu blic Situation, once more to recali to your 


Lordſhips Recollection, and to requeſt the neceſlary Steps may be taken to im- : 
preſs upen the Mind of Mr. Gallois, that upon this Subject it has been (as it 


ſtill continues to be) His Majeſty's mutt anxious Deſire to aleviate, as much as 


: poſſible, the Calamitics of War, by c«ftabliſhing an immediate Cartel of Ex- 
_ change between the Two Countries, upon the very liberal Terms pecified. 1 in wy 


| Letter of the 6th of October laſt ; and that next to this Object (ſhould the Frenc 
 Governnzent pertinaciouſſy continue to refuſe ſo equitable a Propoſal) His la. 
jeſty has nothing more at Heart than to be relieved from the Neceſſity of per- 


. 1 vering in the rigorous Meaſures He has lately been compelled to adopt towards 


all French Priſoners, who by their Rank would otherwiſe be entitled to the Benefit 
of E Parole, in this Kingdom. The real Grounds of thoſe Meaſures arc lo repearedly 
itated in every Part of my Correſpondence reſpecting Captain Sir Sidney I 15 
and the tardy Recurrence to them ſo fully evinces the Reluctance with whic 
they were finally adopted, as to leave no Doubt, that on the one Hand, it has be: 


His Majeity's unceaſing Endeavours to prevent any Aggravation of the Cala. 4 


mities inſeparable from a State of Hoſtility, and on the other, that to the French 


Government alone, rejeQing every. Propoſal of Conciliation, and perſiſting to 
violate, in the Perſon of the above-mentioned Officer, every Privilege of War as 
eſtabliſned between civilized Nations, can be imputed the preſent Suſpenſion of: 


thoſe ſame Privileges with reſpect to the French Officers in England. Firmly re- 


ſolved to maintain, under every Circumſtance, the Honour and Dignity of His 


Crown, and of theſe Kingdoms, to fulfil to the utmoſt of His Power every 
Duty of Protection towards a His Subjects engaged in their Defence, and to 


do 
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do Juſtice to the gallant Officer in queſtion, no Conſideration whatever will in- 
. duce His Majeſty to deviate from the Syſtem which, applying thoſe Prin- 
ciples to the Conduct of the Enemy, He has been compelled to adopt, until 2 
_ Diſpoſition, correſponding to that ſo often but unavailingly expreſſed in the moſt. 
liberal Offers on the Part of this Country (and which His Majeſty is now readv 
to confirm) ſhall be manifeſted and acted upon by the French Government. 
1 3 
My Lords, 
Tour Lordſhips 
moſt obedient 
humble Servant, g e 
Henry Dundas. 


N 4. 
Extract of a LETTER from the Commiſſioners for conducting the Tranſ- 
port Service, &c. to M. Garrols; dated the 25th of February 1798. 5 


WE think it proper to inform you, that it is neceſſary you . ſhould imme- 
**" diately let us know, if it be your Wiſh to remain in this Country until 
| you receive an Anſwer from your Government to the Points contained in Mr, 

Dundas's Letters; and in that. Caſe it is our Duty, in conformity to His Ma- 

jeſty's Pleaſure, to give you Notice, as we hereby do, that you muſt, within Four- 

and-twenty Hours from the Receipt of this Letter, repair to ſome Place 
diſtant not leſs than Ten Miles from London, where you muſt remain, until 
you receive the ſaid Anſwer ; informing us of the Place you may make Choice 
of; but if you ſhould not. conſider it neceſſary to wait for further Inſtructions. 
from France, we acquaint you, that every Facility of Paſſports, &c. will be 
immediately granted to you, to leave this Country © 
Eo gg owt | We are, 

Rupert George. 

Ambroſe Serle, 

W. A. Otway, e 
jan Mart. 
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Ne 85, 
EY of a LETTER from M. Gators to the Commiſſioners for the Tranſport 
Service, &c.: dated 26th February 1798 : With Tranſlation. | 


George street, Portman Square, 
6 Ventoſe, An 6 de la Republique, (26 Fevrier 1998. 


Le Commiſſaire de la Republique Frangoiſe, pour PEchange des 


Priſonniers de Guerre, aux Commiſſaires du Tranſport Office. 


Nzssizuns, 


M. Whitehead, Secretaire de votre Departement, eſt venu Hier au Soir: a Neuf 
H eures, me remettre, de votre Part, un Pacquet, contenant votre Lettre du 
meme Jour, et la Copie de Quatres Lettres de M, Heart Dundas aux Lords de 


FAmuiraute. 


D'apres le Caractere public dont | je ſais: revẽtu, et qui eſt ſi ouvertement reconnu 
par Adm iniſtration Britannique, la ſeule Reponſe. que me permit le Reſpect que 


je dois a mon Gouvernment, eſt, que je ne puis, ſans ſes Ordres, me ſoumettre a 


la Condition qu'on pretend impoſer a mon Sejour dans ce Pays; et qu'en con- 
ſequence mon Intention eſt de me rendre en France Je plutöt poſſible. J'attens 
1C1 que: you ayez pris les Meſures neceſſaires pour faciliter mon Depart. 
. ai ' Honneur d' etue, 
Meſſieurs, 
Votes tres humble 
Serviteur, 
Gallois. 


The Commiſſary of the French Republic 2 the Exchange of Priſo: ners of 


W ar, to the Commiſſioners of the 6 I ranipert. Office. 


: George Street. Portman "TIDY 1 e 
6 V entole, 6th Ye. ar of the NOPE 2 885 February 1798) 
Grwrlzktk N, 


M R. Whitehead, Secretary of: your Department, came Yeſterday Evening, at 


Nine o'Clock, to . to me, by your Directions, a Packet, containing your 


Letter of the ſame Date, and the Copies of Four Letters from Mr. a Dundas 
do the Lords of the Admiralty. | 
From the public Character with which Iam \ inveſted, and which 's ſo openly. 
acknowledged by the Britiſh Adininiſtrarion, the only Anſwer, which the Reſpect 
due to my own Government permits me to give, is, that I cannot, without it's 
Orders, ſubmit myſelf to the Condition intended to be impoſed on my Reſidence 
in this Country, and in conſcquence, that my Intention is to return to 
| France as ſoon as poſſible, I remain here till you ſhall take the neceſſary 


Meaſures to facilitate my 2 


1 have che Honour to be, &c. 
| en 


Rr 


ä * — 
Ll 
—b—— OV —— 


AI. Vochez. 
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Ne 86. 


Copy of aLET T: E R from Mr. Secretary Duxpas to the Lord: 
of the Admiralty. 


Parliament Street, 27th F cbruary 1798. 


My Lozvs, : 
HAVE received and laid before the King your Lordſhips Letter of Yeſ- 
terday's Date, incloſing a Copy of a Note from M. Gallois to the Commil- 
fioners for conducting His Majeſty” s Tranſport Service, and taking Charge of 


 Pritoners of War. 


In obedience to His Majeſty's Commands, 1 herewith indoſe to your Lords | 


ſhips a Paſſport to be delivered to M. Gallois without Delay, for the Purpoſe 


of enabling him to return to France. In tranſmitting ro M. Gallois this Paſſ- 
port, the above: mentioned Commiſſioners ſhould be inſtructed to oblerve to 


him, that his public Character has neither been miſtaken nor diſallowed in this 
Country: That it could not be miſtaken, for on the one Hand it appears, by 
M. Nettement's Statement, in his Letter of the 6th Inſtant, that M. Gallois“ 
Commiſſion had no Connection with any Thing relative to the Clorhing, Sub- 


ſiſtence, Charge, or Supply of the French Priſoners in this Country, exclu- 


ſively reſerved to the latter; and on the other, by the Letter to M. Gallois 
from the Miniſter of che Marine of the 6th Frimaire {26th November) com- 
municated to the Commiſſioners ot Tranſports ſince his Arrival, and by his 
own Propofal of the 17th Inſtant, that the Object of his Appointment was 
the Negotiation of a Cartel for the Exchange of Priſoners of War between 
the Two Countries. — That when a Propoſal to this Effect was received from 
him, though avowedly made without any Authority for that Purpoſe from the 
French Government, His Majeſty's Miniſters, ſo far from availing themſelves 
of this moſt extraordinary Circumſtance to diſallow his public Character, re- 
turned him an explicit Anſwer upon the Subject, and allowed him ſufficient 
T0 to tranſmit it to his Government, and to receive their Anſwer reſpecting 


That not having heard from himſelf, or from any other Quarter, that his 


Miſſion had any other Obje& than this Negoitation, His Majeſty's Miniſters 
muſt therefore conſider the above-mentioned e as entirely without 
Foundation. 


With reſpect to his Commun on the Condivions i on 3 he would have 


es allowed to continue in this Country, it is the more extraordinary, as His 
Mlajeſty's Agent in France, veſted with ſimilar Authority, was required and 
compelled to reſide, during ſeveral Months, ata Diſtance of not leſs than 90 
Miles from Paris. 


It is further cinedione. 3 in a to defeat as Fe as poſſible the Conſequences | 


; of any Miſrepreſentation, that the Commiſſioners of Tranſports ſhould be in- 
ſtructed to inform M. Gallois, with a Reference to my Letter of the 22d Inſtant, 
_ reſpecting M. Nettement's Situation, that it is not intended, in conſequence of 
any Thing that has paſſed between them and M. Gallois, to make any Change 
e Situation, as long as Captain Cotes, whoſe Miſſion is ſtrictly confined to 
the ſame Objects with which M. Nettement, ailed by the Perſons from France 
named in the Margin, i is charged here, ſhall be allowed to continue at Part is un- 
— moleſted | in che Diſcharge and Exccution of the ſame. 


(Signed)! 77 FE Der 
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N* 87. 


Exc of a LETTER from Cal Cores to the Conimillioners for the 


Gon an is Ke. dated Paris, 13th March 1798. 


1 HAVE peruſed the Two Letters of Mr. Dundas, of the 21ſt and 22d Fe- 


bruary, with minute Attention, 'the Contents-of which ſhall be rigidly adhered 


to. On the Subject of Sir Sidney Smith in particular I have to obſerve, that 
much has been attempted ſince I had laſt the Honour of writing to you. On 


the 13th Ultimo I was permitted to ſee him, accompanied by the Commiſſion. 
I found his Health much impaired by cloſe Confinement, and cauſed a Report 
to be made by the Phyſician of the Marine, wherein it was declared, that So- 
_ ciety, Exerciſe, and a Change of Air were requiſite.— In a ſubſequent Interview 
with the Miniſter of the Marine and the Commiſſion of Exchange, the Miniſter 
made a Propoſal to the following Purport, which he Twice repeated, and of- 


fered to give me in Writing, .* that if the Engliſh Government would replace the 


French Okcers, now confined, on the Footing of Parole, Sir Sidney Smith, 
and all our Officers, ſhould have the ſame Indulgence.” I readily confented to 


_ tranſmit his Propoſal, and had prepared my Letter for that Purpoſe, wien 
received One from the Commiſſion, defiring me to wait till the Miniſter ſhould 
be ſanctioned in his Offer by the Directory. The next Day brought me 2 


Second Letter, Ae: the Conſent of the Directory was not to be obtained. 
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Alex. MA, Lea, P. Sec“. 


19th March 1798. 
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* of the INSTRUCTIONS for Colonel Tate, on his Military Ope- 
_ rations and Marches ; ſigned by General Hoch. 


— 0 


INSTRUCTIONS for Colonel TarTE. 


THERE will be placed under the Command of Colone] Tate, a Body of 
Troops, completely organized, to the Number of One thouſand and Fifty, 


all refolure determined Men, with whom he may undertake any T hing: They 
are to be called“ La Seconde Legion des Francs.“ 


The Legion! 18 completely armed; he will be likewiſe furniſhed - with faſt-going 


| Veſſels with which he is to proceed, before, with, or after the Squadron; ö che 
Veſſels will be victualled for the Paſſage, but the Legion will bring on Shore 
nothing but their Ammunition, which is to be Muſquet Cartridges, 


Colonel Tate is to have the Command in Chief of the Legion ; the Admire iral 


will give the neceſſary Orders to the Officer commanding the Naval Force, which 


will proceed up St. George's Channel, and the Landing is to o be effectuated, if pol- : 
ſible, 1 in or near Cardigan Bay. 


But ſhould Colonel Tate, on arriving oppoſite the Mouth of the Severn: e 


that the River is little or not at all defended, and that the Wind and Tide allow 


him to fail up, he will endeavour to execute a coup de Main on Briſtol, which is the 


Second City in England for Riches and Commerce; the Deſtruction of Brittol is 


of the very laſt Importance, and every poſſible Effort ſhould be made to accom 1 
pliſh it. a | | 


For this Purpoſe, | it will be proper to reconnoitre hs Mouth of is Severn i in 


the Day Time, and to ſail up the Avon at Night fall, within Five Miles of the 
Town, where the Landing ſhould be made, on the Right Bank, in the greateſt 
Silence, and the Troops being ſupplied with combuſtible Matter, Colone! Tate 
is to advance rapidly in the Dark, on that Side of Briſtol which may be to 
_ Windward, and immediately to ſet Fire to that Quarter. If the Enterprize be 
conducted with Dexterity, it cannot fail to produce the Total Ruin of me. 


Town, the Port, the Docks, and the Veſſels, and to ſtrike Terror and Amaz 


ment into the very Heart of the Capital of England. 


This Object being fulfilled, Colonel Tate will immediately re-embark, 2 0 


the Severn, and land below Cardiff, which be will leave on his Right, and” 


proceed towards Chefter and Liv 'erpool, in che Manner to be pointed out in 


- theſe Inſtructions. _ | 


During the Paſſage, Colonel Jars will take care that the Troops obſcrve the 


moſt exact Diſc; pline, and Will eco amend to the Naval Officers to carry a 255 8 
of Sail. 


At the Moment of the Landing, each Scaler is to be united” with One 


hundred Rounds of Ammunition, Proviſions for Four Days, and a double Ration 
of Wine or Brandy, to recruit them after the Fatigues of tie Voyage. 


Not a Moment is to be loſt ia the Debarkation, and the Soldiers muſt carry their 
Ammunition and Proviſions, until they can ſecure Bar Horſes; they are never to 


- quit Tem, and 3 are to take care to ſupply what may be expended on every poſſible 


Sf Occalion, 
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Occaſion. For he firſt Two Days, the Legion is to keep i in one Body; ob- 
ſerving not to ſuffer any to lag in the Rear. 


Colonel Tate will feel the Neceſſity of gaining a cloſe and ſtrong Country 
wich all poſſible Speed, and before committing any Att of Hoſtility; he will take 
care to avoid the Moraſſes, as well from R: -crard to the Health of the Troops, 
as to avoid being ſurrounded by the Enemy, who would of courſe endeavour to 
Profit of fuch a Defect in his Poſition. 


The Expedition under the Command of Colonel Tate has in View Three 
principal Objects; the Firſt is, if poſſible, to raiſe an Lnfurrection in che Country; 
the Second is, to interrupt and embarraſs the Commerce of tne Enemy; and the 
Third is, to prepare and facilitate the Way for a Deſcent, by diſtracting the At- 
tention of the Engliſh Government. ; 


In all Countries, the Poor arc the Claſs woll prone to Inſorrection, and this 
Diſpaſitian is to be forwarded by diſtributing Money and Drink; by inveighing 
againſt the Government, as the Caule of the Public Diſtreſs ; by recommendins 
and facilitating a Riſing to plunder the Public Stores and Magazines, and the 


Property of tae Rich, whole AMBIENCE is the natural TOES. "of Envy to the 
Poor. 5 


It is, notwithſtanding, to be bern that . de may be the Mo- 
rality of the Engltth People, they have ſtill a Reſpect for the Laws and their 
Magiſtrates, even in the Moment of Inſurrection; it will be therefore adviſable 
tO: ſpare, as much as poſſible, the Property of thole who may be in any Civil 
Function, and even of the Country Gentlemen; all Impoſitions ſhould be laid 
on the Peers, the Men of Rank and high Fortune, the Clergy, thoſe who ſerve 
as Officers in the Army, Navy, and efpecially in the Militia : :—Of all ſuch, the 
Country Seats, Farms, Woods, Cattle and Corn, ſhould be given up to be 
plundered by the People: — Theſe predatory Excurſions ſhould be made in ik 


ferent, and even diſtant Quarters, by Detachments of Two W or 1 5 hundred . 
Men each =, 


Extremities, ſuch as ; theſe; rendered necellary by thoſe of the Republic, and 
juſtifed by the Reflection that our cruel Enemy has ſhewed the firſt Example, 
will attract Numbers of Artiſans and Workmen, of Vagabonds and Idlers, 
and even of Malefactors; but eſpecial Care muſt be taken not to incorporate 
them in the Legion they are to be formed into new Companies, commanded by 
French Officers, and to the End that the Natives may not be acquainted with the 
Force employed, theſe Companies are to be kept aſunder, and in Ignorance of 
the Details, as far as Circumſtances will permit; it is N wh theſe new : 
: formed Companies that the Lafurrection 1 is to be forwarded. | 


The Commerce of the Enemy | in the Country, i is to be interrupted by break- 5 
2 ing down Bridges, cutting of Dykes, and ruining Cauſeways, which is, at the ſame _ 
Time, eſſentially neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Army; by plundering all 
Convoys of Subſiſtence, the public Stages and Waggons, and even private Car- 
riages; the cutting off che Supplies of Proviſions from the principal Towns, 
burning all Veſſels and Boats in the Rivers and Canals, deſtroying Magazines, - 
85 ſetting * to Docks and Coal Yards, Rope Walks, great Manufactories, &c. &c, 
It is to be obſerved, likewiſe, that by theſe Means, a Crowd of Artiſans will be 
thrown out of Employinent, and of courſe ready to embark in any Meaſure 
which holds out to them Subſiſtence and Plunder without Labour or Fatigue. 


The Succeſs of the Expedition wil! Nkewile De materially forwarded Doll 


arming the Militia, by burning the Arſenals in the Sea Ports, by ſtopping the 
Courier 8 of Geernment, Dy ſeducing f he Enemy' 8 Troops to deſert, and | by. the 


1 error 5 


PRISONERS OF WA R.—Appendix, N* 90. A. 163 


8 


Terror which the Succeſs of the Legion, and the Progreſs of the Inſurrection 
WII] carry into the Boſoms of the unwarlike Citizens. 


8 Country moſt favourable for this Syſtem, i is that which! 18 naturally ſtrong, 
and in which chere are Forges and Manufactures, 


Subfiſtence is to be ſeized wherever it can be found; if any Town or ha 


refuſe to ſupply it in the Moment, it is to be given up to immediate Pillage 


In order to ſpread the Panic as generally as poſſible, the Legion is to be divided 


into ſeveral Columns, having ſettled a common Rendezvous, where the 0 are to 
aſſemble every Four, Six, or Eight Days; the Inhabitants muſt be © nts to 
ſerve as Guides, and any who refuſe are to be puniſhed on the Spot; the Ms 


giſtrates, or ſome of their Families, are always to be employ ed in Pekerener on 


this Service, that they may not accuſe or puniſh the others. 


All Denunciations againſt thoſe who j join the Legion, are to be puniſhed with | 


Death. Wherever the Legion, or any of its Columns is poſted, 1 if the neighbour- 
ing Pariſhes do not give inſtant Notice of the Approach of the Enemv, whether 
by ringing of Bells, or otherwiſe, they are to be given up to Fire and Sword. 


1418811181 


For the Safety of the Troops under his Command, Colonel Tate will avg: i, © a8 


much as poſſible, all Engagements with regular Forces, and will, inft-ad thereo!; 
attack Detachments, beat up their Quarters, ſurpriſe their Outpoſis. e, ke i 
encourage all Deſerters and Priſoners to enter into the new Companies betore 
mentioned; ſhould ſuch Priſoners refuſe, he will ſhave their Heads and Ey a- 


brows, and if they are taken again in Arms, they are to be ſhot. 


Colonel Tate will not omit to obſerve, that there are in England Nun bers of 


Sailor, Pr ivates in the e Regiments, cds a Crowd of ee whom I 8 


and the Deſire of Vengeance, will draw to his Standard; he may admit ſuch 
Frenchmen into the Legion; but he will obſerve to be on his Guard that the new 


Comers may not raiſe Cabals or Factions, eſpecially if there ſhould be among 
them any Nobles or Prieſts, whoſe Ambition is only to be exceeded by their 
 Cowardice z ſhould any ſuch e be ie he will take care to e t moſt 


wy s 


ſeverely. 


Should che Militia „ or Vonder Be any Diſtrid, pole the March of the 
Legion, ſuch Diſtrict is to be ſeverely puniſhed, the Militia or Volunteers to be 
diſar med, their Arms to be diſtributed among the Inſurgents, and all Amme unition 


7 carefully preſerved. 


Finally, Colonel Tate will Jaye 8 to avail hit lt of the Talents of 


the principal Officers who ſurround him; he will profit of all favourable Circum- 


| ſtances to acquire for his Party the Force and Confidence neceſſary to 18 8 ue 


ceſs; he will ſpare, and even ſuſtain the Poor and the aged, the Widow and Thi 


Orphan, and will force the Greats. who are the Cauſe of all our E vils, to ſuſtain 
whole Burthen of the W ar. 5 


55 r (Sienec) le Gen! 3 
| Secretary of State's Office, 5 „ e Hocke. 
Khitehs I, 4th May 1798. e 

Compared wich the Original, 


25 King 
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N' go. B. 


Copy of the INSTRUCTIONS to Colonel Tarts, on his Millicary 
Operations and Marches. 


TT would be imprudent to remain any Length of Time on the Coaſt, after 
having effectuated your Landing; you will doubtleſs ſre the Neceſſity of pene- 
trating into the Country, and eſpecially | into the Counties of Cheſhire and Lan- 
caſhire; not to ſpeak of the Opportunities which thoſe Counties afford you, by 
Means of the Mountains, to avoid the Purſuit of the Enemy, the Field of your 
Operations will be more extended: With Boldneſs and Intelligence combined, you 
map eaſily poſſeſs yourſelf of Cheſter or Liverpool, which you will ruin by burn- 

ing the Magazines, and filling up the Ports, or at leaſt you may cut off all 
Communication between thoſe Cities and the Interior. There is another 
Object which ſhould hkewiſe decide you to enter thoſe Counties, as you will be 
joined there by Two other Columns of French Troops, to which you will unite | 


that under your Command, if ons General commanding the OPENER in Chief 
| mall deſire 6 


It is therefore ot Conſequence that you direct your March, from the very 
Moment of your landing, upon the Town of Cheſter, where you will pats the 
Der, b. ond which you are to eſtabliſh Jourſelf. 


' Your March ſhould be rapid and bold ; you muſt not keep the main Roads. 

but on the contrary proceed by bye Paths and hollow Ways, which are at a Dil. 

tance from the High Road. Before you enter any Village or Town, you are to 

inform yourſelf whether there be any Troops there, and What is their Number; 
whether there be a River, and, if ſo, whether there be One or more Bridges, 

| whether it be incloſed with Walls and Barriers,” Vc. 3 ; and vo are to take your: 
Meaſures 1 in conſequence. 


| You ſhould frequently change your Guides, and in order to miſlead the Enemy 
as to your Deſtination, you ſhould not take a new one in Preſence of him whom 
vou diſmiſs ; you ſhould often make Countermarches, and always mention to the 
Guide you quit, a Road different from that which you mean to take, aſking the 
Way tothe Town or V illage on which you mean to turn A Back, Or at leaſt 
Walther you do not mean to go. 


In order to ſpread che Conſternation and Ascent « as wide as poſſible, 


after the Deſtruction of Liverpool (for this Point is capital) you muſt follow your 


Blow, and ſeize upon ſome ſmall Town, or Sea Port on that Coaſt, which you 
will lay under Contribution. You may be ſure, that immediately, all the prin- 
cipal Places will demand for their Protection, Froops from the Government, 
which is in Want of them, and will of courſe be obliged to ſeparate thoſe of which 
it can diſpoſe, by which Means you will be able to ) deſtroy a great Numb: wr by 

eating in Detail the Detachments which may be ſent againſt you. 


The Mobiliary Columns can alone be ſucceſsfully oppoſcd. to you, but even in 
that Caſe, it will be eaſy fur you to deſtroy their Effect. If tney be weak, you 
uill unite your Forces and cruth them; if they be ſtrong, by ſcatterin: 8 

and committing Hoſtilities in a Hundred different Quarters; the 'Fowns, which 
will be terrified | by theſe Means, will ſoon demand the Troops which compoſer m_— 
Columns to econ them from your Parties, who wilt thereby remain Malls: s 0¹ 
| | the 
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the Field, and ſtarve both the Troops and the Inhabitants. 1 doubt much, whe- 
ther the Engliſh know as yet the Nature and Uſe of Mobiliary Columns, but even 
if they do, you may find Means to render them uſeleſs, becauſe the Government 
has noc Troops in Number ſufficient to guard all the Points at once, and Parties 
like your's may overrun the Country in a Thouſand different Directions. 


Your Soldiers are to carry with them nothing but their Arms, Ammunition, 
and Bread: They will find every where Clothes, Linen, and Shoes; the Inhabitants 
muſt ſupply your Wants, and the Seats of the Gentry are to be your Magazines. 


In cafe the Country, being exhauſted, ſhould offer you no further Reſources, 
or that a ſtrong Body of Troops ſhould force you to quit the Place wiere you 
had eſtabliſhed yourſelf, you muſt depart with Promptitude and Expedition, make 
forced Marches, and in the Night, repoling yourſelves by Day in the Woods and 
Mountains ; z if you are obliged to halt, in order to procure Proviſions, you mult 
firſt chuſe a ſtrong Poſition, from which you will ſend Derachments into the 
neighbouring Villages; it is with your Cavalry (for you muſt take care from 15 
firſt to mount a ſufficient Number of your Troops) that you are to make th; 


Kind of Excurſion ; you will allo obſerve to remount your Cavalry as erh as 
Neceſſity may require it. 


Marching in this Manner, unincumbered with Baggage, your T roops cannot be 
overtaken by the Enemy; but if it ſhould ſo happen that you are oblized to 
ſtand an Engagement, you muſt remember, that you are now a Frenchman, 
inaſmuch as you command Frenchmen, and let that incite you to attempt a 
brilliant Stroke; remember, however, that nothing but inevitable Neceſſity ſhould 
induce you to hazard the Iffue of a Combat, and in that Caſe, you muſt ſupply by 
Courage the Defect of Numbers. Should you be forced to clear your W ay through 

the Enemy, you muſt commence the Attack, but let it be always by Night. About 
Eleven o'Clock, or Midnight, fend out Two or Three Patroles of Four: or Six Men 
each, with Orders to ſet fire to a Dozen Houſes in your Rear, in different Quarters; 
the Enemy, believing that you are running away, will moſt probably purtve you, 
in which Caſe you may lay an Ambuſcade, or you may avoid him, or you may 
fall on the Rear of One of his Columns, which you may cut off with Facility, in 
the Dark, and the Confuſion of an unexpected Attack. If the Enemy ſhould run 
0 extinguiſh the Fires, you have the ſame Advantages ; you. have your Choice, 
either to avoid him, or, which is ſtil] better, to beat him; it he remains under 
Arms, and ſends out Patroles to reconnoitre, you malt interrupt them, and put 
them to the Bayonet, without firing a Shot, and then, after Two or Three Hours, 
you muſt form the Column, and advance rapidly, az pas de Charge, on One of 
his Wings, which you will certainly rout, and then, without puſhing the Affair 


further, you will purſue your None and remember to make i in 1 that Day Two c * 
| Three Countermarches. 85 


In this Manner you may, he a ; brilliant Action, F in the Night Tims: and 185 
cut off a Poſt which may be oppoſed to you: In the Daylight and open Field 
you ought not, with the Force under your Command, to heſitate to attack Two 


85 thouſand of the Enemy; and in the Night, Four or even Five thouſind : You 


ought to diſlodge Eight hundred from a Poſt, not being intren cned ; but if in- 
trenched, and eſpecially with Cannon, you : arc not to attac K them. 


In order to paſs a River, where the Bridges are FERRY or broken down, if v o 
cannot procure Boats, you muſt endeavour t to remount towards the Source, in order 
to find a Paſſage by Means of a Ford, a Milldam, &c. If you are hard preſſed, 
you muſt rain a ſtout Rope from one Bank to che other, aud pals your Troops; 


. 8 8 thoſe 


a 


465 VFRISONERS OF WAR apf endix; Ne go. B 


thoſe who do not know how to ſwim, holding faſt by the Rope, and carrying their 
Firelocks flung over their Shoulders, with the Muzzle Cownwards to avoid wetting 
the Lock; ut * rees can be found on the Bank, long enough to reach acroſs, they 
are ſtill better than Ropes; in which Cafe you will fell ſeveral of them. If the 
River, though fordable, be ſo deep as to take the Soldiers up to their Necks, you 
muſt make the beſt Swi mmers paſt firſt, and the others follow by Ranks, each 
Soldier holding the next Man ftrong'y with the Left Hand by the Skirt of the 
Coat, and carrying & his Firclock in the Ri ight; by this Means thoſe who reach the 
Apolite Bank firft will ſuſtain the others, and aſſiſt them in getting out of the 
Water: : Your Horſes will alſo be of Utz, but you mult not reckon upon them. 


In caſe your Poſition ſhould be at laſt no longer tena ble, or that ſuperior Forces 
| ſhould force you to quit the Country, bordering on the Channel, you muſt not 


loſe an Inſtant to join Two French Parties ſent into the Counties of Y ork, Durham, 


_ and Northumberland.. In that Caſe you muſt ſend me Notice into Ireland; that 

I may be enabled to execute a Diverſion in your Favour. An Officer in Diſguiſc 
may reach me, either by ſeizing a Fiihing Boat on the Coaſt of Wales, or elſe by 
the Route of Scotiand. | 


count upon your Firmneſs and your C ge; you may equally rely upon 
the Gratitude of the French Nation, and my | Eflcem and Regard in particular. 


My Intention in giving you theſe Inſtructions is leſs that you ſhould attack 
yourſelf to the Letter, chan to the Spirit of what they contain; and I leave to your 
Judgement to make fuch Modification therein as Circus ſtances may render 
neceſſar Y. 

. (Signed) — 12 Gen! 5 
VVV Te Hoche. 


Secretary of State's. Office, 
Whitehall, 4th May 1798. 
Compared with the Original, 


7. King . 
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N?: gr. - 


Copy of a LETTER from the Navy Office; reſpecting the Seizure of Cartel 
. by che French. 


Navy Office, ath May 1598; 
"ARLY | in the Year 1794, aft ter the Succeſs of Hig Majeſty's Forces in 
the Welt Indies, under the Command of Admira! Sir John Jervis and Ge- 


neral Sir Charles Grey, divers hired Tranſports, chartered by the Navy Board, 
being then under the Admiral's Command, were ordered by him as Cartels, to 


convey French Priſoners of War to St. Maloes in France; where, upon their 


Arrival, they were ſcized by the French, and the Crews made Priſoners of War. 
Proof being made of this Fact, the Navy Board, agreeable to the Conditions of 
the Charter Party, paid the Owners tne Value of their Ships, being FT] in 
Number. 


. Nel on, Secretary. 


P. S. In the Year 17955 ſuch of theſe Veſſels as could ſwim were  deliveres 
up by the French. 7 


— —— 


